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My wife and I finished our anniversary dinner 
at a nice restaurant downtown and, after per-
fectly executing my gentlemanly car door 
duties in the dimly lit parking lot, I start back 
toward my side of the car. As I clear the back 
bumper, I am confronted by man who has 
obviously seen some rough times. He is 
blockingblocking the access to my car door so I 
politely listen as he shares his story of hard 
times and a sick wife. As his story drags on, I 
hope that my wife can see or hear what is 
happening so she doesn’t think I locked her in 
the car and left. I continue to edge my way 
toward the driver’s side door when he finally 
reachesreaches the punch line and asks for money so 
he can take his sick wife some dinner. I offer 
to buy some food from a nearby fried chicken 
joint but he’s looking for cash. I’m close 
enough to my car door that I feel safe explain-
ing to him that all the cash I have is a large 
denomination bill. I’m shocked when he 
replies, “that’s great, it’s about time I got a big 
bill handout, I’m tired of always getting small 
bills.”

What do we do with the poor? This is a 
problem that we try to institutionalize and 
sanitize so we can sooth our conscience with 
an “I gave at the office” justification. I mean, 
after all, doesn’t the government take care of 
that? And what they miss the church or the 
rescue mission picks up so as long as I pay 
taxestaxes and give a little to the church, I’m 
golden, right! Well, . . sort of.
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Yes, we should pay our taxes and yes we 
should give to the church and other organiza-
tions that minister to the needs of the poor. 
But God intends for each of us to directly 
interact with those in need.  It changes who 
we are and how we feel about life when we 
help someone in need, person to person.

If you use a concordance or a Bible computer 
program and search the word “poor” you will 
find that God has a lot to say about the topic. 
Here are a few that indicate how serious He is 
about His people caring for the poor.

Read:

Proverbs 19:17 

Luke 6:38Luke 6:38

Matthew 25:37-40

He doesn’t ask us to judge them or figure out 
if they deserve help or what they will do with 
what we give them. He simply says that if we 
will help those in need, he will reward us. His 
promise should be enough.

Parents:Parents:

Discuss with your student ways that your 
family can show generosity.  
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