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1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
Senator Henderson called the meeting to order at 7:02pm in the President’s Conference Room in the Joe 
Crowley Student Union. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
 
Senators Crooks, Henderson, Kohler, and Urquidi were present. 
 
Senator Blair was absent Excused. 
 
A quorum was present. 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

 
4. MINUTES 

a) The committee will consider the approval of the minutes from February 2nd, 2017. The committee will 

discuss the minutes of February 2nd, 2017 and may choose to amend or edit the minutes. Upon conclusion 

of the discussion, the committee may choose to approve the minutes. 

b) The committee will consider the approval of the minutes from February 16nd, 2017. The committee will 

discuss the minutes of February 16nd, 2017 and may choose to amend or edit the minutes. Upon 

conclusion of the discussion, the committee may choose to approve the minutes. 

c) The committee will consider the approval of the minutes from March 2nd, 2017. The committee will 

discuss the minutes of March 2nd, 2017 and may choose to amend or edit the minutes. Upon conclusion of 

the discussion, the committee may choose to approve the minutes. 

 

Senator Henderson sough a motion to adopt the minutes stated above. 

 

Senator Urquidi moved to adopt all the minutes by unanimous consent. 

 

No dissent. 

 

Motion passed. 

5. OLD BUSINESS 

a) Senator Reports: 
Senator Blair 
 
Senator Crooks 
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Senator Kolher 
 
Senator Urquidi 
 
Senator Henderson 
 

6. NEW BUSINESS 
a) Faculty of the Year  

 
Senator Henderson said she narrowed down the faculty award to Linsey Monroe, Sarah 
Cummings, Dean Hinnitz, and Mary Groves. 
 
Senator Kohler said he suggested choosing Dean Hinnitz because he had taken a class with 
him and he always goes above and beyond for all his students. Plus he seemed to get the most 
votes. 
 
Senator Crooks asked if the committee was choosing the most energetic professor and makes 
the class fun or a faculty who does more than just class and helps students with more than just 
school.  
 
Senator Henderson said she was thinking more about the in class aspect because many 
professors have too many students or too large of classes to connect with students. But the 
committee could choose whoever they think was the best based on what students had to say 
in reviews. 
 
Senator Crooks asked if the committee is still picking more than one faculty. She suggested 
one male one female? 
 
Senator Henderson said he worry was if there were more than one, the award would not be as 
special. Her concern was that the award would be segregated in comparing women against 
women and men against men rather than overall best faculty. 
Senator Henderson asked her committee if they thought there should be one or multiple 
awards. 

 
Senator Kohler said he thought one award was the best way to go. 
 
Senator Urquidi also said one award would be best. 
 
Senator Henderson agreed that there should be just one. 
She really liked Dean Hinnitz based on the quality of the reviews he got from students. 
Senator Henderson asked what classes Dean Hinnitz teaches. 
 
Senator Kohler said Hinnitz teaches psychology 101 and an honors psychology course so 
Hinnitz doesn’t see that many students but everyone loves him. 
 
Senator Urquidi said Hinnitz also teaches some upper division psychology classes plus owns 
his own business on the side. 
 
Senator Henderson said it sounded like Hinnitz is a great all around professor. 
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Senator Kohler said from the comments he read about Hinnitz said he is a mentor outside of 
class. Also, Kohler said Hinnitz holds his office hours at Starbucks to get to know his students 
in a more relaxed manor. 
 
Senator Henderson said she really liked the comments he received and he got a lot of votes 
from students.  
Senator Henderson asked the committee if everyone was in support of Dean Hinnitz for 
faculty of the year.  
 
The committee officially chose Dean Hinnitz as faculty member of the year. 
The award will be presented at the ASUN banquet. 
 

b) Undergraduate research winners  
 

Senator Henderson said Undergraduate Research never gave her the names of who they chose 
as the best researchers. 

 
7. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
Senator Urquidi said he enjoyed sitting on the committee the last year. 
 
Senators Kohler and Crooks agreed. 
 
Senator Henderson thanked her committee for their hard work over the last two semesters and said she felt 
it was one of the best semesters for the academics committee. 

8. ADJOURNMENT 

Senator Henderson adjourned the meeting at 7:13pm. 

 
 

 


