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1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
Speaker Jackson called the meeting to order at 5:32 PM on Wednesday, April 26, 2017 in the Rita 
Laden Senate Chambers, Third Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union. Presiding secretary 
Madeline Iroz.  
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

3. ROLL CALL 
Speaker Jackson and Senators Becker, Billman, Bussman, Cammie Lee, Cook, Cynthia Lee, 
Flangas, Kuykendall, Lippi, Mah, Mall, Paningbaton, Sarwar, Se, Stopka and Sullivan were 
present. 
Senators Martinez, Smith, Thummel were tardy excused. 
Senators were absent excused. 
A quorum was present. 
  

4. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
There are no minutes to be approved at this time. 

5. PUBLIC COMMENT 
President Johnson congratulated the new senators and said it was important to have all of them 
for the function of the university. This is the 10th Senate that he has worked with since coming 
here in June of 2008 and in his 9 years, there has been no irresponsible Senates or presidents and 
vice presidents. There is a culture on this campus where everyone pulls together for betterment 
of the students. He and Shannon Ellis meet with the student leadership every month so that they 
have good communication. The president also sits at the Board of Regents meeting where they 
discuss their policies and budgets They make sure that they are on the same page. They have also 
been through tough times together as well as good times. In his time, they have only cut budgets 
and raised fees. This was fundamental to getting through recessions in a productive way. They 
would make deals about cuts in exchange for an increase in revenue with student fees. They had 
long meetings and student reperenda but they got through the recession and as they came out 
ahead and it was more fun. They got to plan things together like the Fitness Center. They have 
put in so much money and a little more to get it finished. There was a $15 per semester fee for 
students to build that building. They had a referendum, the student government decided on the 
money so that it would be better to put it in a fee so the additional cost is $0, that way it will not 
be a further burden on the students. This came from their predecessors to make sure all students 
get full benefits from the facility. He remembers sitting in office with student government and 
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they had just paid of a huge debt from a bad decision for a Fire Science Training Academy out at 
Carlin. Previous students were paying every semester to pay that off. They finally closed that 
facility and paid off that debt. Now that that was done, they could start to think about what to do 
with student fees. They talked about things for years. They talked about a student achievement 
center and a fitness center. The student leadership said that they want the Student Achievement 
Center first and the Fitness Center second. They only had the money for one of the buildings so 
they got donor participation and the students were willing to add a little bit more so they were 
able to split the funds in two to get both. What is done in the Senate is fundamental to welfare 
for the campus now and in the future. They make the call for decisions, hopefully none as tough 
as the ones during the recession. The Faculty always had the opportunity to work with students 
and they always step up to make mature decisions. They have so many things that will enhance 
student experience here on campus. So many things that have come out of student government. 
He looks forward to involving this senate in big decisions over the next year.  
 
Speaker Jackson thanked President Johnson.  
 

 

6. RECEIPT OF PETITIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE TO THE SENATE AND 
REFERRAL 

a. The resignation of Associate Justice Tharanpreet Chahal 
Senator Jackson read a letter into the record: 
Dear Chief Justice Bruketta,  
I am writing to you today to formally inform you I will be graduating from the 
University of Nevada, Reno on May 20th. Due to my graduation, I will no longer be 
considered an undergraduate which renders me incapable of continuing in my position 
as Associate Justice. Thank you for the opportunity to serve alongside you. My 
resignation will be effective April 28th but I wanted to inform you now so that you can 
begin the hiring process. Please do let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
Respectfully,  
Tharanpreet Chahal 

 

7. REPORTS OF ASUN OFFICERS 
a. President of the Associated Students, Noah Teixeira 

President Tiexiera said they had a Monday meeting with President Johnson, Dr. Ellis and 
Vice President Atienza. They talked about all the things they are working on. One thing is 
the Pack Internship Program. Vice President Atienza will talk more on that. They talked 
about a Student Union expansion and they want to get as much student input as possible 
to see what they want and to see how much they would be willing to pay. Tomorrow he 
will be meeting with Director Price to look at doing a survey. This will be influential in 
next year seeing as a student fee was passed for the Wiegand Student Fitness Center. 
Students may have the opportunity to pass that for the Student Union if enough students 
are willing. He is looking into creating a Health and Wellness position. President Boone 
talked about it in his state of the university address at the last banquet. He will be working 
with the operations chair and Vice President Atienza on figuring out how to structure that 
position. They finalized a time period for the retreat at the beginning of the school year in 
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August. Vice President Atienza will also be talking about what they have for orientation. 
They are also working on BLF so they can get tickets out for orientation so they can have 
higher revenue on that. 
  
 

b. Vice President of the Associated Students, Sebastian Atienza 
Vice President Atienza said he did post on the Facebook page about PIGP which will be 
May 1st from 6-8 PM. Did come up with 2 dates for orientation training. They will be 
May 3rd right after Senate and May 7 at 12:00 PM. He will see if they need to schedule 
another time if one of those don’t work out. For the Campus to the City Initiative, he was 
reached out to by Mr. Jacobs from Jacobs Entertainment. They own Gold Dust West and 
they recently purchased a ton of land over by 4th street. They want to do a focus group 
about downtown events that they could possibly do for the university. He has a meeting 
this Friday for the Student Wellness Advisory Group between the student health center, 
counseling and the rec center. They will also have a monthly meeting like President 
Tiexiera said.  
 
Senator Flangas asked for the dates again.  
 
Senator Cammie Lee asked how long the meeting would be.  
 
Vice President Atienza said about 30-45 minutes.  
 

c. Chief Justice, Samuel Brukette 
 
Jackson said: 
I apologize for my absence this last week, I was in Washington DC coaching We the 
People 
 She thanked Senator Martinez and all the chairs for all of their hard work. First 
appointments are up tonight. She sent out an email that had all of the supporting 
documents. Keep up agendas every week so that everyone knows what positions are 
being nominated, read the SAS, and brainstorm questions. Office Hours need to be 
completed in the binder in the workroom so make sure to fill it out and total all hours. 
There was confusion about outreach hours. They need to have two. These can be 
volunteering at ASUN sponsored events, office hours held somewhere else, talking to 
clubs, sitting on advisor council, and going to college meetings. Get together with 
senators from your college and talk to the Dean and ask them what is currently being 
done and what they can do in the future. 

Senator Sarwar left the room at 5:47 PM 
 

Senator Becker asked if volunteering in the community counted as outreach hours.  
 
Speaker Jackson said if they are doing it as a senator, such that they are wearing their polo 
or reaching out to students, then it should be fine. It is a case by case type of thing.  
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8. REPORT OF THE SENATE COMMITTEES 
 

a. Chair, Committee on Academics 
Senator Lee said some members met with the Office of Undergraduate Research to see 
how ASUN should distribute the funds for the students who are researching abroad.  
They decided that the funding should be based on the program cost. She scheduled a 
meeting with the director of Nevada Center for Applied Research next Wednesday so 
that they can discuss what NCAR can give to the constituents who are interested in 
starting their own research project. The committee hasn’t officially met yet but their first 
meeting will be next Monday and they will be discussing future goals. They will also 
deside the best time to meet with the director of Undergraduate Research.  
 

    Senator Sarwar entered the room at 5:49 PM 
 

b. Chair, Committee on Budget and Finance – Senator Kuykendall 
Senator Kuykendall said they had their first meeting on April 21st. They elected their vice 
chair as Senator Thummel and they came up with committee goals which included duties 
to speak to organizations, developing a liaison program and reviewing the budget which 
will be proposed at tomorrow’s meeting. They also recapped what he said about the $5 
that is necessary to each student. He wanted to make sure that every student’s funds were 
used appropriately. They looked at the NAS. At the meeting, the committee decided to 
favorably refer S.B. 85-01. This bill moves $1000 from the reserve line to the tuition 
support line for students in need of financial assistance. Their next meeting is tomorrow 
at 5:00 PM. They will be discussing the budget President Tiexiera will be presenting. 
Anyone is able to sit in because this is a very important meeting. 
 
Speaker Jackson said she encouraged anyone to go to that. It is good to hear it a couple 
times because it is one of the most important thing that they do.  
 

c. Chair, Committee on Civic Engagement – Senator Flangas 
Senator Flangas said they had their first meeting last Friday and it went well. They had 
words from past chair Green about what Civic Engagement is. They talked about the 
three pillars and they crafted goals and they were making a strategic plan that they 
submitted to Oversite. There is a civic engagement recognition breakfast next Monday 
from 8:30 to 10:00 AM. If anyone is interested, it is a good way to interact with the 
community. They can email her. Their next meeting is this Friday at 2 PM.  
 
Speaker Jackson said she wants everyone to think what they want to do. Chairs will talk 
during Oversite. 
  

d. Chair, Committee on Government Operations – Senator Thummel 
 

e. Chair, Committee on Public Affairs  
Senator Beckersaid they had not had a meeting yet but they have one planned next 
Wednesday from 4-5 PM.  Come join. They love to hear suggestions. They are trying to 
establish a vice president and develop a strategic plan. 
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f. Chair, Committee on University Affairs – Senator Bussman 

Senator Bussman said their meetings are at 4 PM on Thursdays. Last meeting, he listened 
to what the senators on the committee were interested in working with. In the next 
meeting they will be deciding liaison positions and the Legacy Binder. He wanted to have 
one more meeting before the end of the semester. He wants the senators to submit goals 
so that they have something to work with next semester. There will be two outreach 
events next semester so he wants to start working on them over the summer. There will 
be two Health and Wellness events instead of grouping them into a single Health Week.  
 

   Senator Becker left the room at 5:56 PM 
g. Speaker Pro-Tempore – Senator Martinez 

 
h. Chair, Committee on Oversight – Speaker Jackson 

 

9. COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

10. MOTIONS TO FAST-TRACK APPOINTMENTS 
 

11. APPROVAL OF APPOINTMENTS OF SENATORS AND ASUN OFFICIALS 
a. The following nominations were submitted to the Speaker of the Senate on April 

18th, 2017 and were reported to the Senate either favorably or unfavorably through 
the Committee on Oversight on April 25th, 2017: 
 

i. NOMINATION CARISSA BRADLEY TO THE OFFICE OF 
CHIEF PRESIDENTIAL AIDE 
Speaker Jackson asked the body to brainstorm potential questions for Ms. 
Bradley. 
 
Senator Bussman asked if they should ask the same ones that they asked in 
Oversight.  
 
Speaker Jackson said yes.  
 
Senator Flangas said she would like to know her internship goals. 
 
Senator Cammie Lee said she was absent for Oversight so she wanted to 
know what questions were asked.  
 

   Senator Becker entered the room at 5:57 PM 
 

Speaker Jackson said it is the same outline as what happens at Oversight. 
They are able to ask them questions then. Questions can be asked again 
because they are important to the whole body.  
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Senator Billman said he didn’t get supporting documents so he doesn’t know 
if it was covered. He asked what ideas about fundraisers. 

 
Senator Kuykendall said to Senator Billman that that information was on the 
last page of the packet. 
 
Senator Jackson said to look at duties and ask questions of what she talks 
about. 
 
Senator Bussman said he was going to mention the questions he asked last 
time.  She said she wanted to expand the diversity of the Pack Internship 
Grant Program so he wanted to know how she wanted to go about that. He 
also wanted to ask about data because it is mentioned a lot in the SAS so he 
wanted to know what ides she had about fulfilling that aspect.  
 
President Tiexiera said: 

Good Afternoon Senators, 

Today I will be presenting you with the candidates that I believe are the most 
qualified for the position. They will be presenting to you on why they are the 
best fit for the position.  

I want you all to take every personal bias you may have towards a candidate 
and leave it outside of the table today. These discussion that should be had at 
the table today should be about the position that these two are seeking to 
perfect. 

I hope that you hold the officers that I present to you today and in the 
coming weeks accountable during your time as senators. This is a big piece of 
your job and your constituents are depending on you.  

I would like if you thoroughly vet the candidates and understand what exactly 
they want to accomplish in this coming year. After this meeting I want you to 
remember what they said so that you can hold them accountable. 

Ms. Bradley is a former senator, one of the best senators that I had while I 
was speaker. Her willingness to take on projects with no fear showed me that 
she would be perfect as my aid. In her time she prided herself on always 
fighting for what she believed in. She worked on the its on us campaign for 
ASUN, her passion for the prevention of sexual assault was nothing more 
than magnificent. She spent countless hours working on a survey that was 
sent out to students and it pertained to sexual assault on campus. This survey 
garnered a lot attention for it hit every students email and returned some 
valuable data. Not only did I hear about this data from Carissa but in almost 
every meeting I have had since I became president this survey has been 
brought up in discussion when sexual assault has been discussed. 
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Carissa if appointed will act as a liaison between center for student 
engagement staff and officers. Carissa spent most of her time in the past year 
within the center for student engagement as a senator. She will do an 
excellent job making sure that she acts as a good face when dealing with the 
CSE staff. 

The third duty for chief of staff is developing data assessment strategies. She 
would like to have a resolution sponsored to have all publications track their 
pick up rates. Every time a new Sagebrush newspaper is out, staff members 
pick up previous editions from last week. With brushfire and insight, we 
don't really know their pick up rate. If we were to track that, it could really 
help with the sustainability of the association. 

The fourth duty is to plan and coordinate one fundraiser for John Mackay 
Endowment Fund. She is really excited to work with exec and see what this 
position can do for this fund. The fund was founded in 2013 in celebration 
of Mackay week and give need-based funding for university students. This 
fund could be invigorated and give more need-based aid to students. The 
vision for the endowment fund would be to have a banquet during Mackay 
week. It would be like the blue tie ball put on by athletics. Further than her 
work with its on us, she helped Vice President Atienza put on the end of the 
year banquet. Her role in this capacity was much more than she will take 
credit for. Being that Vice President Atienza was out of town for the banquet 
she had to coordinate practically everything. This would help her put 
together the John Mackay endowment fund, she has worked with faculty 
before on this level. 

Her professionalism within the work place is something that should stick out 
to everyone. A meeting with Carissa will always be to the point and both 
parties will leave understanding exactly what needs to get done. In my 
opinion this is a big piece of her job because she will be meeting with me on 
a daily basis to go over projects I want to ensue. 

As my chief of staff I believe that she will not only do what is asked of her 
but even more. I am confident in saying that she is the most qualified for the 
position.  

Ms. Bradley said:  

My name is Carissa Bradley and I am a sophomore here studying 
environmental science and public administration. I was a chair for University 
Affairs last year and a mentor the year before that. I found my love for 
ASUN while sitting in these chairs two years ago during the Getting Involved 
presentation by Vice President Atienza. Beyond ASUN, I am also an RA this 
year and I am a secretary for CABNR Ambassadors as well as the leadership 
councilor advisor for the residence halls. I want to dig down into the ASUN 
experience because that is vital to this position. Besides being chair, I also sat 
on three additional committees and I would have done more but they 
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interfered with classes. These committees were Oversite, Budget and 
Finance, which gave me more knowledge of ASUN than anything, and SSW. 
In office, I wrote the bill creating the Director of Sustainability and I want to 
keep developing that position. I want to make sure it flourishes and 
continues to grow using clear visions. She worked a lot with the Nevada 
Wolf Shop which is a part of my job even though it is not written in the SAS. 
I have a lot of experience with ordering and doing invoices. It’s On Us is my 
baby and it has been my thing for the past year. I want to expand to more 
than just sexual assault prevention like healthy sexuality. We had an event last 
night and I have big plans for that whether or not I get this position. I was 
also the senator who wrote the Accreditation Plan resolution.  That 
document was 200-300 pages and I read every page of it over the summer 
and voted it through. It gave me a lot of insight as to where the university 
was going. I worked with Clubs and Orgs and did some revisions in their 
governing documents as well as the Department for Public Relations and 
Campus Relations. Beyond legislation, I was able to work on the Pack Fit 
campaign and the SNIFF. I was the right hand for Deputy Chief of Staff 
Upton and I coordinated with a whole bunch of people. They will be able to 
help the new Director of Sustainability. My role as Chief of Staff would be to 
do whatever the president and vice president want to see done and to help 
with what they promised in their campaigns and platforms. One big one of 
these is the campus mental health initiatives because it needs to be talked 
about more. Over the last year I had the opportunity to work with 
Counseling Services on multiple events. One of which was SSW’s Mental 
Health day. I would also like to integrate the seven dimensions of health and 
wellness into the Pack Fit campaign. It is still very new and it was easy to 
focus on physical health when the gym opened up ten days later. I want to 
start moving into sexual health, environmental health and intellectual health. 
We do a lot for the “fun” parts of college but intellectual heath is important 
for us to be stressing. For the diversity platform, I would like to see a women 
in leadership event next year. It would be nice to see various women from 
the community and it would inspire people to go into more leadership 
positions. We want to do a networking throughout the year as well as a huge 
conference. Sustainability is my favorite thing to talk about. I would like to 
see that vision through with the new director and continue to work with the 
SNIFF. I want to make sure students know the importance of that program. 
I talked in Oversite about the plastic free campaign. The Wolf Shop gives out 
these heavy duty bags with every purchase. We can reduce water bottle usage 
and Starbucks cups. We need to change this culture around campus and 
Hydroflasks are becoming the newest thing. We can work with the campus 
coffee places to use those instead, rather than pouring one of their cups into 
the reusable cups. The Campus to the City initiative is another innovative 
program. I got a job at the Career Studios so I would have the ability to 
expand internships. We do a good job of hitting the bigger majors but the 
other underrepresented majors need to have internships. Vice President 
focused on bringing signs to the downtown area but I want to focus more on 
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the midtown area because that is the most up and coming area of Reno. My 
favorite thing is coordinating a fundraiser for the John Mackay Endowment 
Fund which only started three years ago but hasn’t gained any money. I want 
to have a sponsored drink at some of the Pack Friendly places where when 
you buy that drink, a percentage goes to the account. That money would be 
constantly coming in. We wouldn’t be spending money to get money. 
Number two is the liaison for the Center for Student Engagement. I basically 
live in ASUN and through that I have gotten to be good friends with 
everyone.  

Ms. Bradley’s time ran out.   

Senator Flangas said she wanted Ms. Bradley to expand on how she wanted 
to shape the ASUN internship program. 

Ms. Bradley said she was an intern and she helped Speaker Jackson last year 
as well. She believes an internship should be equal to the job and they should 
be getting the same knowledge out of it. This goes with Clubs and Orgs and 
they should also know what Senate and Exec does. She would look over the 
executive interns. She thinks it is nice to have multiple branches in ASUN. 
They should all know what is happening. She wants to do more with 
outreach efforts. It is a common misconception that they have to be a 
freshman to be an intern. They should go to fraternities, sororities, clubs, ect. 
They need to ask if people are interested and if they would have done it but 
they thought they are too old. They need to make sure that their outreach 
efforts are intentional. Be sure to grab a student’s number if they have a lot 
of questions and if they show interest. She and Vice President Atienza have 
seen that they don’t have a lot of people signing up for the internship 
program through the summer.  

Senator Kuykendall said she mentioned health and wellness, how does she 
see herself working with the new director. 

Ms. Bradley said she will work until the position is created, whether that 
takes a couple weeks or months. She doesn’t think it will step on anyone’s 
toes because the Chief-of-Staff roll is a utility player that can do whatever. 
She is okay with letting go of control and she has no problem if they need 
help. She will also help to shape the vision of the director position. 

Senator Cynthia Lee said one of her projects is campus beautification and she 
talks about a mural on the Church of Fine Arts building. She asked to explain 
that more.   

Ms. Bradley said she hasn’t talked about it yet. There should be more places 
on campus like that. You see it at Berkley and other big schools. That is a 
goal of hers to bring more expression to campus. Senators from the College 
of Liberal Arts have a hookup on that.  
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Senator Bussman asked about the infrastructure for her drink idea. 

Ms.  Bradley said she was an intern for the 83rd Session and this was brought 
up then. She would take what they already have set. The idea is to reach out 
to pack friendly businesses such as Keva Juice, etc. and start a dialog. She 
would ask if they are interested first then she visions that they could give 20-
25% that would go to ASUN and they would set up accounts with Director 
Rodriguez. It could be a drink that they already have or they could get crazy 
and design their own drink. Senator Hanna was good with names for that 
type of thing.  

Senator Kuykendal moved to approve the nomination.  

Senator Flangas seconded the motion.  

Senator Mall said Ms. Bradley was very well prepared.  

Senator Billman said she was very prepared. He knows her from around the 
office. He thought she was the perfect fit. 

Senator Flangas said she went through duties that she was supposed to do 
and she moved to shape them to what she wanted to do in the position to 
implement her ideas in the best way. She did her homework and understands 
the position. 

Senator Becker asked what her other ideas were that weren’t said because she 
was cut off.  

Senator Kuykendall said she had even less time in Oversight. She got 
through a whole lot more this time around.  

   Senator Thummel entered the room at 6:23 PM 

Senator Flangas said to Senator Becker that it was all in the information that 
was sent via email. 

Senator Kuykendal said the drink idea is a great idea. It doesn’t need to 
spend money to make money so they shouldn’t be skipping over that. 

Senator Thummel abstained from voting. 

The motion was carried.  

Ms. Bradley was sworn into office.  

 
ii. NOMINATION OF MIA KINEL TO THE OFFICE OF 

DIRECTOR OF EVENT PROGRAMMING 
Mia Kinel said the portfolio that they were given is the same one she gave 
when she was interviewed for this position.  
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Speaker Jackson asked what questions they would like to ask. 
 
Senator Kuykendal said there is another discrepancy in the increase in the 
budget so he would like to ask a point of clarification. 
 

   Senator Stopka left the room at 6:25 PM 
 
Senator Bussman said he wanted to ask if she could present an organizational 
calendar of events to Senate at the start of  next semester. 
 
Senator Flangas said she wanted to know why she chose her accountability 
goals if she doesn’t get to it because she didn’t in Oversight.  
 
Senator Bussman said she talked about assigning liaisons within the 
department so he wants to ask her to expand on that. 
 
President Tiexiera said: 
Ms. Kinel has shown over the past three years her addiction to perfection. In 
her first year at the University she took on the role of being a programming 
intern. In this role she expanded her knowledge of the department and 
worked with one of the best boards I have seen on campus. Further, in this 
year Mia showed enough that she was hired on in the next year as a 
programmer.  
In her second year in ASUN Mia was a clear leader. The board that year saw 
a director that lacked experience in many facets, however, Mia persevered 
and led the group to a successful year. In this year she was apart of the board 
that planned events that included Undie Run that won a NACA award, 
March from the Arch and family weekend.  
The past year was nothing short of impressive, Ms. Kinel put the time in at 
every event to ensure that everything went according to plan. This past 
programming board put on the first Biggest Little Festival and with the help 
and patience of Ms. Kinel this event brought in almost 150,000 dollars in 
revenue. This event was big for the campus and the community, Ms. Kinel 
has plans to expand this event and I expect nothing but the best.  
In Mia’s interview she has a clear goal for what she wants to see out of every 
programmer on her board. This is the kind of vision that I need in a director 
of programming. The key for this year is infrastructure and I believe that Mia 
will be able to build that for the programming department. 
Mia is very well respected within the Association, in her time within the 
department of programming she has shown what professionalism is. She is 
constantly working to ensure that the reputation of ASUN is nothing but the 
best at programming events. 
When hiring my board I have been looking at not only their qualifications 
but their character. Outside of ASUN Mia is a sorority woman that is 
currently helping with the recruitment process on top of working two jobs. I 
have been around Ms. Kinel for the past three years and I cannot name a 
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time in which she resorted to anger at any moment. Being the director of 
programming is very challenging. People will constantly complain about what 
is going on but a good director will take those complaints into consideration 
and use them as constructive criticism instead of resorting to anger. I could 
not be anymore confident in my selection of Ms. Kinel and I look forward to 
seeing her do great things. 
 
Ms. Kinel said she is a senior studying Public Health. She is excited to see 
what they are going to do in the year. She began as an intern. This was her 
first taste of large scale programming. The next year she applied to be a 
programer. Wolf-It-Down was her most successful event. She hopes to 
continue to do this every year. Sophomore year she was mentoring an intern 
and that drove her to the department. She oversaw 8 interns and aided the 
director. She also learned respect for how ASUN runs. She will now go into 
her plan of action. Her first goal would be to have a strong event 
programming board. It is important to run a board through advisory and not 
through dictatorship. Her second goal is to collaborate with other clubs and 
organizations. They can put on countless events but she has found that when 
they collaborate, they get a whole different group of people, such as when 
they brought forward an event with the Queer Student Union. Why not 
include them with the planning? She wants to be a familiar face to all 
students on campus and she wants to make sure that the constituents don’t 
have a problem voicing their opinions. Her third goal is to offer training and 
development to the board and to other departments on campus. This is not 
given to the programmers, other than with iLead. She wants to do this once a 
month or every other month to train programmers on how to plan events on 
campus. It is important that not only ASUN is planning events but other 
clubs and organizations as well. Her fourth point is to improve marketing 
strategies and to maintain the intern program and retention rate. Last year, it 
was the most rewarding thing to her because she got to be the assistant 
director where she got to work with group of individuals that were as excited 
to learn about this institution just as she was. Marketing relies on deadlines, 
deadlines need to put in place so that they can relay details to the Inkblot 
department. They are willing to work with programming but they need to do 
their part as well to maintain that relationship that she has worked to mend. 
Her fifth goal for the year is to effectively manage the department budget. 
She would have her Director of Budget and Finance update the body at every 
agenized meeting. She wants to now go into her vision for the future, starting 
with planning events representative of the student population. It is very 
important that anyone hired into the position knows that they are there for 
the constituents and it is their job to plan events and ask questions. She plans 
on doing this by challenging her programmers to plan events outside of their 
comfort zones. They are required to plan seven events but she would also 
like to challenge the programmers to do things that have never been done 
before. She would also like to implement a poll system. The year she was a 
programmer, the director did a good job of sending out a poll to all students, 
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asking for a genre of a concert. That is when they had their first country 
concert. She wants to do more polls than just that. Her second vision is 
utilizing the city of Reno. Most programming is done on campus, Reno is a 
college town so she would like to plan events outside of the university. This 
would also give the opportunity to spotlight future and current sponsors. Her 
third point is that she wants to expand campus traditions. She wants to 
implement a new event for the next year. She wants things to come back to 
the university in the future such as with BLF. Her final vision is her liaison 
program, where senators plan events and she will assign a programmer to to 
each department of ASUN to guide the senators through programming 
events.  
 

Senator Stopka entered the room at 6:29 PM 
 

   Senator Smith entered the room at 6:35 PM 
 
Senator Bussman asked if she can present an organizational calendar of 
events for the first meeting in the fall semester. 
 
Ms. Kinel said yes. It is important that all constituents are aware of all events 
on this campus. By implementing a calendar system, it is a great way to let 
the Senators get involved as well. 
 
Senator Becker said he liked her idea  to bring back the poll system. He asked 
if she had any ideas of ways they can make it more effective than it already 
was.  
 
Ms. Kinel said the one before was just one poll sent out to the student body, 
She wants to send out multiple polls and not just on the genre of one 
concert. 
 
Senator Flangas asked her to expand on her accountability page. 
 
Ms. Kinel said Programming is the first defense for all of the events on 
campus. Programmers need to be professional at all times. She has added an 
accountability system to her portfolio. The first is a biweekly meeting system. 
They will discuss what they have done and what they would like to see in the 
future. The second is a programmer evaluation form. Each programmer is 
given an intern to mentor. It is a great way to get an update on her 
programmers by getting information from the people they are supposed to 
be training. These interns will complete an evaluation form. The liaison 
survey will be similar to the programmer evaluation form in that whoever is 
given a liaison will have to evaluate them. If necessary, she will implement a 
strike system to keep the department on track. Due dates are important in 
planning an event. If one thing is set back then it sets back the whole event. 
It will also have a section about failure to follow Central Station rules 
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because they work very closely with them. Some other strikes are failure to 
something by the due date, failure to communicate with an intern or 
department liaison, failure to act appropriately and having an unexcused 
absence to a meeting or other event.   
 
Senator Becker said she said she would like to increase training and she said 
she would be more than happy to talk to the Clubs and Orgs about that. He 
asked if she would be doing that all by herself.   
 
Ms. Kinel said she would like to extend an invitation to all of the clubs and 
rent a room for them to show up if they would like. She wouldn’t personally 
visit all of the clubs. If they are willing then she is willing.  
 
Senator Kuykendall said she is asking for a $10,000 increase for the 
Community Week to bring a speaker out. He also looked at the budget and 
saw that wages would be increased by $6,000. He was curious about that. 
 

  Senator Martinez entered the room at 6:44 PM 
 
Ms. Kinel said that was an increase from a couple of years ago. They added 
two programmers to the department but President Tiexiera spoke to her 
about removing those two positions.  
 
Senator Bussman said she mentioned in her vision that she would like to 
utilize the ASUN Text Service. He didn’t know there was one so he asked 
what it was.  
 
Ms. Kinel said when orientation students come to the ASUN presentation 
during orientation, they ask that they sign up for the ASUN Text Service. It 
is an easier way to reach the constituents. 
 
Senator Cammie Lee asked how the poll system would account for the 
minority votes.  
 
Ms. Kinel said when she was a programmer, the poll system was just tweeted 
out by ASUN Twitter She would like to do that but she would also like to 
send it out to the director to Clubs and Orgs and have them send it out over 
the Listserve.  
 
Senator Bussman said she mentioned how she would like to send out a 
newsletter with the events that are happening each month. He asked if that is 
through the already existing ASUN newsletter.  
 
Ms. Kinel said that is a separate thing. When she was in her interview for this 
position, Vice President Atienza said it would be a cool thing to give the 
interns. This new newsletter would just be a compilation of events.  
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Senator Flangas moved to approve the nomination of Mia Kinel.  
 
Senator Billman seconded the motion.  
 
Senator Becker asked how she would do the poll besides sending it to the 
Listserve.  
 
President Tiexiera said in her interview, she talked about the polls being 
much more specific in what they are asking for. She talked about going to 
minority groups and asking them what events might have an interest in.  
 
Senator Flangas asked President Tiexiera if anyone else applied for this 
position and how they made their decision on her. 
 
President Tiexiera said nobody else applied but when he talked to the former 
director, she assured she was the most qualifies. In her interview, it was very 
clear that she had a vision for the future, an efficient budget and she wants to 
continue traditions as well as bring back old ones. These are things he was 
looking for.  
 
Senator Kuykendall said to President Tiexiera that in Oversight, revenue was 
mentioned and she was enthusiastic for events such as BLF. He asked if 
President Tiexiera could touch on that a little. 
 
President Tiexiera said they raised the revenue to $160,000 for BLF and then 
they added an additional $30,000. In total, she would account for $190,000.  
Last year, BLF brought in just under $150,000 with two weeks ticket sales. 
This time, they are going to have tickets so that students can buy them at the 
beginning of orientation. They expect the revenue line to go up significantly. 
He is looking for her to bring in $190,000 but she’s confident with $200,000.  
 
Senator Martinez said from what he noticed in Oversight, she was fluent with 
her plans. He was planning on voting in abstention seeing as he came into 
the room in the middle of her presentation.  
 
Senator Cynthia Lee said she mentioned how she wanted to create more 
programs outside of the university, but how would they reach out to students 
that live on campus.  
 
Speaker Jackson said that is a great question if she were to be appointed to 
this position. They can keep her accountable to that and ask her questions 
during her weekly reports.  
 
Senator Bussman said her idea of adding department liaisons is strong and 
will facilitate discussion between Senate and Programming.  
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Senator Billman said he liked how she laid out accountability. As a director, it 
is important to make sure that everyone is doing their job.  
 
Senator Smith said from the few minutes she heard from her, she was 
impressed. She will also be abstaining for the same reason as Senator 
Martinez. 
 
Senator Lippi said he liked the idea of specific polls. He has talked to a lot of 
students and they are not big fans of EDM music at all. It is a good idea to 
reach out to other students.  
 
Senator Flangas said one of her main points is to have programmers plan 
events outside of traditional events so that they reach out to those diverse 
groups. She is looking for events that are beyond what they usually do. That 
shows that she wants to reach a larger group on campus.  
 
Senator Becker asked if she was wanting to make new events on campus.  
 
Speaker Jackson said she did mention in her platform that she wanted to 
encourage others to think of new events that they could do.  
 
Senators Martinez and Smith abstained. 
 
The motion was carried.  
 
Ms. Kinel was sworn into office. 

b. Senate Committee Changes 
Speaker Jackson said the secretaries have reached out to her and to those Senators who 
are only on one committee so be sure to make a motion to join another committee. If 
anyone has a conflict for the fall semester, they should change now. They can do it 
through unanimous consent or through a vote. 
 
Senator Bussman moved to nominate himself to Budget and Finance through 
unanimous consent. 
The motion was carried.  
 
Senator Billman asked when Budget and Finance met. 
 
Speaker Jackson said Fridays at 1:00 PM but this week it is Thursday at 5:00 PM. 
 
Senator Kuykendall said their schedule is all over the place for the remainder of the 
semester because there are so many different conflicts. He expects that the next meeting 
that will be next week will also not be at 1:00 PM because a couple senators will not be 
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able to make it because they will be in a meeting with one of the deans. Heh feels that is 
a valid excuse to make other arrangements. That meeting could be anything.  
 
Speaker Jackson said make sure to keep up with those changes and check up on the 
ASUN agendas to know when those meetings are.  
 
Senator Billman moved to remove himself from Public Affairs by unanimous consent. 
The motion was carried. 
 
Senator Lippi moved to move from Civic Engagement to Public Affairs by unanimous 
consent.  
The motion was carried.  
 
Speaker Jackson asked Senator Bussman to restate his motion adding himself on to the 
Committee on Budget and Finance rather than nominating himself.  

 
Senator Bussman moved to add himself to the Committee on Budget and Finance.  
The motion was carried. 
 
Legislative Clerk Hanson said Senator Paningbatan is only on one committee so this 
would be the timem to add himself to another. 
 
Senator Paningbatan said he thought he was on Academics. 
 
Legislative Clerk Hanson said he was only on University Affairs. 
 
Senator Paningbatan moved to add himself onto the Committee on Academics. 
 

   Senator Becker left the room at 6:53 PM 
   Senator Becker entered the room at 6:57 PM 

 

12. VETO MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
There are no veto messages at this time. 

 

13. CONSENT AGENDA 
There was no legislation filed for the Consent Agenda. 

 

14. FIRST READING OF LEGISLATION 
There is no legislation to be considered under first reading at this time. 

 

15. MOTIONS TO FAST-TRACK LEGISLATION 
There is no legislation to be fast-tracked at this time. 
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16. REFERRALS TO COMMITTEE 
There is no legislation to be considered for referral at this time. 

 
 

17. SECOND READING OF LEGISLATION 
There is no legislation to be read at this time. 

 

18. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
 

a. Senator Reports  
The Senate will share progress they have made in ASUN-related activities that they 
have been working on. 

 

19. COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS* 
 

The Speaker shall recognize in turn Senators requesting the floor for a period not to exceed two 
minutes. 

 

20. PUBLIC COMMENT* 
 

Director Rodriguez said the senators asked a lot of good questions, especially about the outreach 
component. She appreciated the presentations today. There are only 7,000 students in clubs and 
organizations when there are over 18,000 undergrads students. That challenge goes to the senators 
who represent entire colleges. She told Director Kinel and Chief of Staff Bradley to use the senators 
to get the word out about their initiatives and to ask for assistance.   
They will revamp specific training, with the Programming Board in particular. As of fall 2016 there 
were 158 Native American students and that is up from 143. The African American population is 
677 where it is up from 676. Graduation had a lot to do that and it brought up the numbers to 711 
in 2015. Their job is difficult, especially with programming and legislation that is representative of 
students who they are representing. Partnering with the Queer Student Union, it brought a whole 
different population of students. When they had a speaker come in, she has never seen a group of 
students feel so validated when it came to talking with someone in terms of their activism and 
leadership. Continue to challenge one another and yourselves. She appreciates all of the questions 
about how they will get feedback from the people they are supposed to be serving.  
 
President Tiexiera wanted to bring up a good question. Senator Becker asked Director Kinel a 
question about how she would teach the programmers about their roles. What he looked for in a 
Clubs and Orgs director is a plan to create more leadership development within clubs.  
 
Senator Paningbaton asked if they are doing number 18 on the agenda. 
 
Speaker Jackson said they were going to skip that but if he does have a report, they can go back into 
that. 
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Senator Billman said that she had mentioned them making a report on people they were supposed to 
meet with. 
 
Speaker Jackson said she was going to do that in Public Comment. She asked any senators about 
updates on what they were assigned during training. She will take any volunteers.  
 
Senator Kuykendall said he met with Mr. Partridge and he had oversight over Civic Engagement, 
iLead, and Pack Provisions. He liked the involvement of Civic Engagement.  
There were a lot of things he learned talking to Director Partridge. He learned more about the Pack 
Provisions Program. He had no idea about the type of access that student had to food and other 
things you need to live on. There is a population of students who are hungry. People joke around 
that they are starving college students but there are students who do face that challenge. He wanted 
to bring to the attention of all of the senators. Those students might not be under a certain 
classification in terms of diversity. Personally, he has never seen a poll where students answer if they 
have gone a couple days without proper nourishment. It is usually not something they want to ask 
people but they should because people face these challenges. He also learned about the Connect 
Shuttle. It is not new but they just purchased another shuttle. They allow students to go to service 
opportunities around the community. The shuttles have a 25 student compacity so it is like a mini 
buss. This service hasn’t had a whole lot of use. They, as senators, need to find opportunities to 
bring students to community and to use the resources that they have. He would like to have a 
discussion on this and spitball ideas. Director Partridge has talked to Givepulse about bringing it to 
to Webcampus to make it a one stop shop. 
 
Speaker Jackson said that was a great idea. 
 
Senator Smith said she met with Director Fitzsimmons about the Wiegand Fitness Center and they 
talked about the success of the fitness center so far. He mentioned wanting the Senate body to 
implement more sports fields because there are not enough for the amount of activities that they 
have on campus. She talked with Senator Cook about collaborating on this. They are trying to get 
they ball rolling on that. 
 
Senator Lippi said he spoke with Assistant Director Miller about Central Station. The work they do 
caters to about everyone and it is really general. Central Station does all of the hiring paperwork, run 
Campus Escort, evaluations, giving out keys, purchasing , giving over 50 credit cards to clubs, 
getting artist contracts, catering, timesheets and they process about 200 transactions a month. They 
also check out first aid kits, raffle tickets and club supplies. A big challenge for them is that there are 
a lot of moving pieces.  
 
Speaker Jackson said that is a very important part of ASUN.  
 
Senator Mah said he met with Director Sagebiel of Sustainability and they talked about what he does 
with the sustainability committee. They talked about the solar panels that are on top of the Joe. 
There is a website that keeps track of all of the energy that it uses. One thing that he brought up that 
the sustainability committee can do is put recycling containers in every classroom, especially in all of 
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the main buildings on campus. He was thinking that they could transfer the “Pack” branding to 
recycling and expand it through every room throughout campus.  
 
Speaker Jackson said those are great to bring back to the University Affairs Committee and they 
could make a resolution in support.  
 
Senator Bussman said he presented connections assignment last meeting and President Tiexiera gave 
him a separate opportunity. He sat on a student fee meeting with the Vice Provost and other faculty. 
They were approving budgets of the math center, tutoring center, writing enter and performing arts. 
One thing he noticed was that fees are not charged during summer and winter semester so it is fully 
funded by what is received from registration each semester. He wanted to establish a piece of 
legislation on the budget. Nothing would have to be passed through Senate because there is already 
a fee, they will just be redefining what the confines of the fee are to apply them to Summer and 
Wintermester. Tutoring Service’s Pass Program has a person that is dedicated to attending classes. It 
is large part of the budget. They fund very specific classes. 8 chemistry and 8 other random classes. 
He wants to see more data supporting the use of those funds. Without data, those funds could be 
better used for more general purposes. It is half of the budget. He would like to those services 
present to Senate so they can see what he’s talking about.  
 
Speaker Jackson said if he has their contact information, they can reach out about that. 
 
Senator Becker said to Senator Bussman that he thinks the PASS sessions are very helpful to 
students but he does agree that they are very specific. Not all students have access. What they are 
essentially doing is funding the TAs for these PASS Sessions. He feels they should not eradicate the 
program but they may be able to lower the budget.  
 
Speaker Jackson said that is something they can ask them when they present at Senate. 
 
Senator Bussman said to Senator Becker he doesn’t want to eradicate the program. One thing that 
was brought up was differential fees that could be charged for a specific class. It is just the class 
itself. The money that goes to the tutoring service center can go to a more general application.  
 
Speaker Jackson asked who presented at the last meeting.  
 
Senators Billman, Mall, Bussman and Mah presented. 
 
Senator Paningbaton said he met with Dr. Mensing who is the head of the Undergraduate Research 
Journal. They had a brief meeting. His goal for his platform is to approve undergrad research and 
that is why he chose him. They went over updating the website and getting more people involved. 
They have ASUN sponsored programs that they did where they get non-profit organizations and 
asking them research problems that they could present to the students her and maybe getting ASUN 
to sponsor them. He will be meeting with them every two weeks so that he can write a bill.  
 
Speaker Jackson said that would be good to relay to the Academics Committee now that he is on 
that..  
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Senator Cynthia Lee said she met with Director Linloff who is with New Student Initiatives. They 
are in charge of overseeing orientation, the opening ceremony, and Pack BBQ, Twilight Tours,  
advising and Running with the Wolves. There are sessions that you can take about note taking, time 
management, etc. She was a SI 110 TA where they had to create PowerPoints to teach the incoming 
freshmen to do the same thing. When she was teaching them, they didn’t listen. They should make it 
more engaging rather than take it away. They can have more social events. The events that they have 
now, most students feel awkward because there are so many people and they didn’t know where to 
start.  One piece of advice that she was given was to delegate the work that needs to be done.  
 
Speaker Jackson said that by talking to the constituents, they can bring back that feedback. They are 
looking for student input.  
 
Senator Bussman said there was one more thing from his meeting. Each year the Vice provost puts 
together their prospective budget based on the growth they expect from the freshman class. They 
over projected for 2017. It turned out to be $8,000 over and they are taking it all from preforming 
arts because they didn’t want to cut the other services. Performance Arts is the leftover fund so it is 
not essential. This is an unfortunate consequence.  
 
Senator Becker said a common theme is student outreach. He challenged all to look at local, state 
and federal level to see how people increase voting. They should do something similar to outreach 
to students. 
 
Speaker Jacksons said she encouraged everyone to keep the connections they have made and send 
follow-up emails. They can say that Senate would love to help them out and ask if there is anything 
that they can do for them. Make sure to keep in contact.  
 
Senator Paningbatan asked if they can implement mandatory voting.  
 
Speaker Jackson said it is not in their jurisdictions. The elections chair should be chosen in the next 
couple weeks. They have an amazing outreach opportunity on May 6th. Professor Nielson from the 
College of Education and he teaches a CH class. Their final is looking into specific university issues 
and seeking solutions for those issues. It will be a great opportunity to see what the student’s issues 
are. He asked for Senators to attend so if you want to go, RSVP to him.  
 
Director Rodriguez said they are all invited to the Civic Engagement recognition breakfast. They just 
need to fill out the form so they will have the right amount of food. She asked Senator Flangas to 
send the link. 
 
Senator Flangas said she talked about it in her speech but she will send it out to everyone.  
 
Director Rodriguez said they are recognizing the students who have met the 100 hour challenge for 
volunteerism. There are 31 non-profits that they work with to bring them their volunteers. The 
breakfast is May 1st from 8-10 AM at the Innovation Center.  
 
Speaker Jackson said it will be a great opportunity to network and talk to different community 
partners to work with Senate. 
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Senator Cammie Lee asked what the dress code was. 
 
Director Rodriguez said it was casual. 
 
Speaker Jackson said she recommends that everyone goes. 
 
Senator Cynthia Lee asked who all was going.  
 
Speaker Jackson said she would carpool if anyone needs a ride.  
 
Senator Paningbatan asked if they have a mass text service. 
 
Speaker Jackson said they do and they use it. Everyone can subscribe to it if they want to. 
 
Director Rodriguez said they can send it out.  
 
Senator Bussman asked if orientation is the only time they promote it.  
 
Speaker Jackson said yes but that can be another thing they can pursue. It might be a good thing for 
University Affairs or another committee to pick up.  

21. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:24 PM.  


