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Committee on Oversight 
Senate of the Associated Students 85th Session  

Minutes for Thursday, September 7th at 7:30 p.m.  
Joe Crowley Student Union Room #405, Fourth Floor 

 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Speaker Jackson called the committee meeting on Oversight to order at 7:32 pm in Room #405 of the Joe Crowley 
Student Union. Presiding secretary,  
 

2. ROLL CALL 
Speaker Jackson and Senators Becker, Cam. Lee Flangas, Kuykendall, Martinez, and Thummel were present.  
 
Senator Bussman was absent excused.  
 
A quorum was present. 
  

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment at this time.  
 

4. MINUTES 
a. The minutes from May 2nd  

Senator Thummel moved to approve the minutes from May 2nd, 2017 by unanimous consent. 
There was no dissent; motion carried.  
 

b. The minutes from May 10th, 2017  
Senator Flangas moved to approve the minutes from May 10th, 2017 by unanimous consent. 
There was no dissent; motion carried.  
 

c. The minutes from May 17th, 2017  
Senator Martinez moved to approve the minutes from May 17th, 2017 by unanimous consent. 
There was no dissent; motion carried. 

 
5. REPORTS 

a. Secretary of the Senate – Andrea Godoy 
Secretary Godoy said office hours were due next week.  
 

b. Speaker Pro Tempore – Senator Martinez 
Senator Martinez was working on the internship program. If they had any good ways to pair the interns 
with senators let him know He looked into personality tests like the Myers-Briggs but he wanted to keep an 
open mind to other options.  
 
Senator Flangas asked Senator Martinez if there were still gaps or if all the tabling shifts had been filled.  
 
Senator Martinez said there were gaps on Tuesday, September 12th from 11-12; only Speaker Jackson 
signed up. 
 
Senator Flangas asked where they need to pick the supplies up for tabling.  
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Senator Martinez said they will be in the senate office in a box. He was going to send it to those tabling as 
well. Usually, he picked up and cleaned up the supplies but it was in the senate office. 
 
Senator Cam. Lee asked Senator Martinez if they were going to be paired up with the Myers-Briggs. 
 
Senator Martinez said it was an idea that is why he was looking around. He didn’t see it as the best option 
but it was an option.  
 
Senator Thummel asked for the time for tabling on Friday. 
 
Senator Martinez said they will be tabling from 11-3. He had no one on September 14th but applications 
are due the next day so he didn’t see a necessity for it.  
 
Senator Flangas asked if he contacted Megan Pepper. 
 
Senator Martinez said he contacted but had no response yet.  
 
Speaker Jackson was excited for interns. Senator Martinez had been working hard on keeping senators 
accountable for meeting with interns and being mentors. An intern’s experience depends on how much 
their mentor puts in. If they had ideas for accountability, let her know. She asked they as chairs give the 
interns projects and keep them engaged when they sit on committees. Delegate projects to them and get to 
know them. Find passions and research opportunities for them. She asked the chairs keep that in mind and 
asked Senator Martinez if he wanted to add something. 
 
Senator Martinez wanted to keep them accountable without distracting them from their duties. If they had 
ideas for collaboration let him know. He wanted to make sure all the senators had a say in the internship 
program. 
 
Senator Becker asked Senator Martinez when the senators should expect interns so they can begin 
preparing. 
 
Senator Martinez said the app closes September 15th. He wanted to finish interviews and one-on-ones soon 
after that. He might ask Speaker Jackson and Chief of Staff Bradley to help get the interns in faster so they 
can learn more about ASUN. The sooner they are in, the more interns can do and work with their mentor. 
 
Senator Kuykendall asked if they could be ready within two weeks of closing the app.  
 
Senator Martinez said about a month after. He was hoping for sooner but most likely not until October 
15th. 
 
Senator Thummel asked if he was going to choose interns based on their applications and one-on-one 
interviews.  
 
Senator Martinez will look through the apps and cover letters and then one-on ones. He will look at my 
factors since he wanted a variety of majors to get good representation.  

 
c. Chair, Committee on Academics – Senator Cammie Lee 

Senator Cam. Lee had the undergrad research meeting today and was glad some committee members came. 
They went over the upcoming dates for undergrad research awards and other awards in general. They 
talked to the graduate assistant for the department and he pushed the committee to expand the journal 
since UNLV was part of NSURJ but didn’t contribute because the editors are not paid. ASUN cannot 
supply funds since the funds came from their students so they need to find a way to help them contribute 
more. That is why the director of undergrad research was coming to their next committee meeting. Since 
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some senators are doing projects and others aren’t contributing, she wanted to put this undergrad research 
project on the table for them. She didn’t know if those senators didn’t have ideas but she wanted them to 
have something.  
 
Senator Becker asked Senator Cam. Lee if she had ideas about the McNair Scholarship. It was a 
scholarship for first generation college attendees and minorities. He was thinking they reach out to the 
Director of Diversity and Inclusion about it to promote the scholarship program.  
 
Senator Cam. Lee said that was good idea. There were requirements like being a first-generation student, 
neither of the parents have a 4 year degree, or the student is from a low income family which is usually 
Black, Hispanic, or Pacific Islander. They can definitely advertise the requirements. 
 
Speaker Jackson thought it was a great idea for a partnership.  
 

d. Chair, Committee on Budget and Finance – Senator Kuykendall 
Senator Kuykendall said they had a meeting last week. They will not beet this week since there was nothing 
on the agenda. Starting the 19th, they will start budget reviews and the first two accounts being audited are 
the ASUN Senate account and the Contingency fund. It was not crazy like when later when they have the 
Diversity and Inclusion account come up since it will be a new account. They will come up around the 
same time as Legal Services and Inkblot once they get an account number. He told his committee this, but 
Senator Kuykendall was open to suggestions for questions that should be asked. When departments come 
up for review, they have to fill out a form for what is going on in the department and what the money is 
being spent on but the committee can ask anything. If they had questions, comments, or concerns let him 
know. 
 
Speaker Jackson said for departments with events, the estimated cost per student breakdown is good to 
know. 
 
Senator Kuykendall said that will one of the first questions they ask. They will see how much events cost, if 
they are in the hole, how much it cost students, etc. Also. in addition to that, while they do reviews, budget 
and finance isn’t a committee like University Affairs or Public Affairs or Civic Engagement where they 
were proactive. He wanted to start establishing liaison positions so senators can go to parts of the 
university to educate them on where funds go. He felt the biggest problem was education peers on what 
was available to them financially. Once they start that, he wanted liaisons for the residence halls and the 
different colleges. It will be helpful hopefully. 
 

e. Chair, Committee on Civic Engagement – Senator Flangas 
Senator Flangas said there wasn’t more to add on since Senate since they hadn’t had a meeting yet. She was 
excited about the liaison positions since many groups on campus wanted to do civic engagement and 
giving them a link will be important. She will push that on the committee this week to find out who the 
committee thinks needs a liaison. She knew that the action meeting was canceled but they will have another 
one. She will encourage the committee to go and be a part of that. She hoped to have more at their next 
meeting. In terms of giving members something to do, she will have them research an organization in 
Reno that has a need for food. Committee members will find the policy on food and can potentially start 
finding out what they can do with leftover food like granola bars and the like as well as what they need for 
hot food. They will each have a project to come back with. 
 
Speaker Jackson said one thing with the action committee was they had representatives from Clubs and 
Orgs. They can combine efforts and that liaisons concept could fit in the committee. During agendas, they 
can talk boat what people do and give opportunities to collaborate. If her committee can find more ways to 
include them, they can make the committee a centralized place for it all. She thought it was a good way to 
centralize it so they can talk in one room and coordinate. Once they start talking about Reading Week, she 
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can hook them up with a project that busses in old books that are cleaned off and given to libraries. It 
could include many people and seemed like a cool thing to include to make Reading Week bigger. 
 
Senator Flangas said for Reading Week, she thought they should pair with Athletics to get more volunteers. 
Her goal was to expand from one tier 1 school and have a strong set of volunteers before staring. The 
book drive should also happen over a one month period and in collaboration with Greek Life.  
 
Senator Kuykendall said one thing about Athletics he wanted to caution Senator Flangas on was that they 
bailed on former Chair Green last year at the last minute. He suggested she hodl them accountable with 
something in writing, like a written contract, rather than a verbal commitment. That way, she can avoid 
having something happen to her like with Chair Green.  
 
Senator Becker looked up Reading Week and there was a Reading Week Project Committee she can get in 
contact with. There were lots of names listed at nevadareadingweeek.com 
 

f. Chair, Committee on Government Operations – Senator Thummel 
Senator Thummel said the committee will meet Friday to discuss two pieces of legislation. One of them 
will be SAS changes for Clubs and Orgs since the section was outdated. He worked with Director 
Desamero for the changes. Director Desamero will send someone to the meeting since he won’t be able to 
attend. They will also talk about stoles. In terms of the next meeting, he will be following up with Director 
Shultz about implementing a points system for accountability like Senate’s. He will also follow up with 
Senator Sullivan since he was working on what president’s appointment was to interpret the SAS. They will 
have a good discussion at the next meeting for that. He wanted to reach out to other directors to see if they 
wanted to make updates to the SAS. He will assign committee members to reach out. Speaker Jackson also 
sent legislation that past sessions start and he will look at them all.  
 

g. Chair, Committee on Public Affairs –  Senator Becker 
Senator Becker just sent out a doodle poll. He will try to have a meeting time by their next meeting so they 
can discuss the DACA legislation. He will meet with Senator Sarwar to discuss the legislation and will 
invite Speaker Jackson if she was available. He had interest from Senator Cyn. Lee since she knew more 
about DACA but he will do more research. The 9/11 commemoration will be on Monday. His committee 
will come at 8 am to set up and take it down at 5.  
 
Senator Flangas said she didn’t know if they had checked the news in the last 4 hours but Betsy DeVos 
announced she will roll back some of the clauses in Title IX. She thought they should write a resolution to 
fire back if possible.  
 
Senator Becker was happy to have her and will let her know when the next committee meeting will be.  
 
Speaker Jackson suggested his committee think about the Veterans Breakfast as it will come up much 
quicker than they realize. They should begin thinking about possible locations. Last year, they invited Chai 
Cook from Veterans Services to see what they wanted to see at the event. It can also be a luncheon; it 
didn’t have to be a breakfast. They can talk about what has been done in the past.  
 
Senator Flangas said the Veterans Guest House supplies veterans with food and toiletries so he should 
invite them to table and talk. They work directly with veterans on a regular basis. 
  
Speaker Jackson said they need to start the conversation to start the ground work so it isn’t stressful. 
Communicate with everyone they want to invite as soon as possible.  
 

h. Chair, Committee on University Affairs – Senator Bussman 
 

i. Chair, Committee on Oversight – Speaker Jackson 
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Speaker Jackson wanted to open the floor up to them about agendizing or committees. If they were having 
any issues now was the time to troubleshoot.  
 
Senator Kuykendall said this was discussed previously but when it came to posting agendas was it still in 
ASUN, the KC, and Frandsen or did he miss something.  
 
Speaker Jackson said last session, there was a posting board by the burrito place in Ansari. But the dean 
was concerned that some people were posting things randomly. So money was spent to build a clear box 
around the agendas but that defeated the purpose of people being able to access the agendas. There were 
also issues with the keys being lost and it became a mess so the Ansari positing location became a mess. 
Senator Flangas volunteered to have a conversation to get board in Pennington. She thought it was good a 
place. If they had input. She suggested they talk to Senator Flangas. It had to be changed in the SAS and 
probably the Senate Rules too. Right now, it was the Joe, KC, and Frandsen. She knew holidays got them 
so beware. Agendas had to be posted on or before 9 am. Even if they had meeting three days later at night 
or afternoon, it had to be at 9 am. She knew that with committees, they only had to meet every other week 
but they can meet weekly. Right now, Public Affairs had some time sensitive things resolutions happening 
so she would suggest weekly meetings but it was up to the chair to decide. Oversight will not meet next 
week since the Joe had a hold on all rooms. She also wanted to find a new meeting time since Thursdays 
was not ideal. It caused a lag between Senate and Oversight because Oversight on thrusdays delayed 
everything in Senate by a week. She was optimistic they would be able to find a new time since some of 
them switched classes.  
 

6. NEW BUSINESS 
a. Overview of committee goals and plans of action 

Speaker Jackson said they did a lot of this during their one-on-one meetings but she was always open if 
they needed ideas or advice. She was very impressed with committees and everyone seemed excited and 
ready to get involved.  
 

b. Discussion on Charlottesville – plans of action 
Speaker Jackson thought this was the best place to start the conversation since they can relate the 
information to their committees. She was glad Dr. Beattie talked about the article at Senate. She felt it had 
a lot of good advice they can implement and use to frame their work. It was a good article and she hoped 
they read it. She asked if they had anything tangible they can do to take action.  
 
Senator Kuykendall saw the DACA open mic thing happening on the KC steps and as he watched it, he 
realized the action taken needed to be prioritized to gives students action. He wanted the body to do 
something to help but felt they also needed to share the spotlight with students whether that was through 
public comment or protests. Students needed more opportunities for casual students. Black Student 
Organization had events and other student communities will too but he wanted to do something for 
students without their own place.  
 
Speaker Jackson loved it and thought about it too. She talked with Dr. Ellis to make a guide on how to 
hold demonstrations on campus. It included information on how to reserve a space and things like that. It 
was done; they needed to disseminate it to the masses to encourage it. She talked to Senator Flangas and 
Senator Flangas volunteered to take it on but Purdue has this thing called democracy wall where white 
boards are mounted and student government officers write questions and students can write whatever they 
want. She thought it was cool. If they didn’t know, the 83rd session passed a resolution to change the name  
from the KC lawn to Democracy Plaza and it hadn’t been implemented yet. They should also look into 
getting a plaque to commemorate it. She asked if the body had any other suggestions.  
 
Senator Flangas said Gonzaga had a wall where students can paint on to announce little things like club 
events to political ideas. She wanted to expand that idea here to show what is being done on campus. She 
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felt it would go well on the new fine arts building. Students would post flyers but rather have a place to 
make their voices heard.  
 
Speaker Jackson said when they meet with Facilities, that can be brought up. She can ask who is in charge 
of constructing it and seeing if it can be implemented. Speaker Jackson asked what they thought of doing a 
campaign to address hate that was similar to It’s on Us and sexual assault.  
 
Senator Cam. Lee asked for clarification on whether it would be a campaign, a march, or something else.  
 
Speaker Jackson said Senator Flangas coined the term of “No Hate Nevada.” The I am the Real Nevada 
campaign was cool to highlight stories but part of the reason students were upset was because it didn’t 
actually address the issues or ideology. This campaign idea went back to the article to address hate in 
general rather than a specific person.  
 
Senator Flangas said she wanted a reaction to hate that wasn’t hate. She thought the point of No Hate 
Nevada as that if someone saw hate on campus, people will be able to confront it and explain that isn’t 
allowed on campus; people will not be complacent to hate. It will teach people to react and intervene safely 
kind of like how Green Dot trains people to intervene in cases of sexual assault.  
 
Speaker Jackson said they need to think about what It’s on Us does and how that can be incorporated to 
fight racism, bigotry, and hate. How can a regular person help stop this before it starts. 
 
Senator Flangas said it was great way to push the hotline. The training could include intervention and push 
the hotline and Title IX office. It would remind people how to address hate and give people information 
that might be alienated.  
 
Senator Cam. Lee said they can make buttons to put on backpacks. She liked the t-shirts but you can’t wear 
them all the time. The buttons could have the hotline number too and people can put it on backpacks. 
 
Speaker Jackson asked who was on university affairs; no one was. 
 
Speaker Jackson said Senator Bussman’s committee would be good for this.  
 
Senator Kuykendall said he was thinking of having the campaign Vote for Compassion come to campus. 
They needed to do something more refined to Nevada but there was no point in re-inventing the wheel if 
they could have a nationally recognized organization come. He asked if it’s on us was established by 
students. 
 
Speaker Jackson said Vice President Biden did. It was all on her list of things to research as well. More 
general things was that they can incorporate this with interns and maybe have them put it on. This 
campaign idea could be the interns’ project while they are in the program. She asked they think about the 
article and find ways to incorporate it into their committees. She knew it wasn’t on the agenda but asked if 
there was anything else they can do with DACA. One thing she thought of and didn’t know if it was 
possible but wondered if Legal Services could offer services no immigration. Once Senators Becker and 
Sarwar author legislation and people are more educated, it will be easier to respond.   
 
Senator Kuykendall thought they should consult President Teixeira and Director Walberg since what they 
sent out as their DACA statement garnered a response. They can contact them to see if Senate’s plans align 
with theirs. 
 
Speaker Jackson asked what responses he heard.  
 
Senator Kuykendall said he just meant that it was overall popular.  
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Speaker Jackson said one comment she read was that ASUN needed to take action.  
 
Senator Kuykendall said they couldn’t pass legislation that would transcend the law within the next six 
months but Legislative Affairs needs to champion this with Public Affairs. 
 
Senator Martinez said something simple like collaborating with individuals to host talks about DACA 
would be good. They also needed to show up and show they care at other events. Senators Cam. Lee and 
Cyn. Lee addressed this but it was great to have t-shirts but they needed to do something alongside with 
students. Supporting students and organizations affected by this and advertising the events/groups was 
good. Also, they need to show them what can and can’t be done. 
 
Speaker Jackson said it went back to what Senator Kuykendall said. It wasn’t what the body did to change 
laws, it was making it so that students can be more engaged. They had an amazing opportunity to do 
amazing work and she was excited for what the body will come up with. She asked they keep taking about 
this.  

 
7. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment at this time.   
 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
Speaker Jackson adjourned the meeting at 8:16 pm.  


