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Committee on Public Affairs 
Senate of the Associated Students 86th Session  

Minutes for Friday, September 7, 2018 at 12:00 p.m.  
3rd Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union in the President’s Conference Room  

 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
Senator Alvarez called the meeting on Public Affairs to order on Friday, 
September 7th, 2018 at 12:10 pm in the President’s Conference Room of the 
Joe Crowley Student Union. Presiding Secretary Kaitie Christensen.  

 

2. ROLL CALL 
Senators Alvarez, Aziz, Green, and Mata were present. Senator Burton was 
absent unexcused. Senator Rogers was absent excused.  
 
A quorum was present.  

 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Director Worrall said that since June 2017 and 2018 a study on the cost of 
higher education was meeting in accordance to assembly bill 202 from last 
session. She wanted to show all of the bills and bill draft requests. The first 
one changed faculty compensation to include regular salary increases. The 
second changed the eligibility requirements. The GPA to continue to have 
the scholarship was a 2.6 previously in your first year. Now they were raising 
it to 2.75 but they were also changing the two strike provision, so if you got 
less than a 2.75 then you get one more strike. The reason they did this was 
because it has been effecting lower income students specifically because 
when they don’t get that GPA they are unable to continue going to school the 
next semester without funding. That’s a reason to change it. If you got less 
than 2.75 your last semester, instead of taking you off all of the funding, you 
got two more tries before they take away funding. This was one that was 
going to be in committee and probably something students should speak 
about. The next one changes the Silver State Opportunity Grant Program. 
This has been formally for community college students but now they are 
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expanding it to university students and changing the requirements. 
Previously the requirements were 15 credits for fall and spring but now they 
are changing it to 30 credits for fall, spring, and summer, so that if a student 
needs to work more during the year they won’t be penalized. Those were the 
ones relating to the students as well as those for faculty. Those were her 
recommendations for focus. Once they become bills they can submit 
legislation.  
 
Senator Mata asked where they could find this 
 
Director Worrall said they could search for “NELIS”, go to the 79th session 
and then committees. They could search “Interim committees Nevada” in 
Google or go to BDRs for this session. They could also create an account to 
track the different BDR. She had 100 she was tracking with tags for them.  
 
Senator Alvarez said when they attending the meeting at state legislature, 
was that just an idea building meeting? 
 
Director Worrall said there were four meetings when the committee met. This 
last meeting in June they voted on sending the bill draft requests in. They 
were amending work session documents. They voted on the four they were 
sending in. All the interim committees got a certain amount of drafts to send 
in. These were the four they picked.  
 
Senator Mata asked if she was suggesting to create legislation after this was 
voted on 
 
Director Worrall said she was suggesting to plan out how to reach out to 
students to advocate for these bills. They can’t really send in legislation from 
the senate before the bill is made.  
 
Senator Aziz asked what the time line was 
 
Director Worrall said the legislative council bureau wrote all the bill. 
Legislators don’t actually write the bills, it was a bunch of lawyers. The 
deadline to submit these requests was December 10 and then the bureau 
writes them. She wasn’t sure the deadline, but between December and 
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February. She was tracking all of them and would receive an email when 
they are in.  
 
Senator Mata said for these, could she let the committee know about 
updates 
 
Director Worrall said yes 
 

4. MINUTES 
a. Minutes from the Meeting on April 27, 2018 

i. The Committee will discuss and offer any opposition to the minutes in the form 
of a corrective amendment. The Committee will then proceed to vote on approving 
the draft minutes as record. 

 

5. OLD BUSINESS 
Discussion on reviewing the Statutes of the Associated Students 
Each member of the committee will present on a specific Title of the SAS and whether there 
are any changes that need to be addressed. 

 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

A Resolution in Support of Reno’s City Council Designation Citi Center Plaza for 
On Common Ground’s Heart of Community Commodity Market & Produce Faire 
Senator Green submitted this legislation to the Committee on Public Affairs in order to 
support the City of Reno’s initiative in bringing a farmer’s market in downtown Reno.  
 
Senator Aziz moved to favorably recommend Senate Resolution 86 
Seconded by Senator Mata 
 
Senator Green said they needed to make some changes. Sought a motion to amend line 
four to read “Whereas the Reno City Council is considering designating the north 
building of RTC City Center Plaza…” 
Seconded by Senator Aziz 
 
Senator Mata said they wanted to know why 
 
Senator Green said the wording 
 
Dr. Beattie said the way it read now reflected their consideration  
 
The motion carried.  
 
Senator Green said on page three he moved to amend line one to read “Be it resolved 
that the associated students of Nevada support…”  
 
Senator Mata said that was clerical and they didn’t have to vote 
 
Senator Green said this was a local nonprofit focusing on food insecurity in Washoe 
county. Right now they work with the city council to approve a farmers market for city 
center plaza owned by the RTC. They wanted to implement a farmers market called 
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“Heart of the Community Commodity Market and Produce Fair”. HE had been meeting 
with them over the last couple weeks and they asked ASUN to write a letter in support. 
One out of five community members don’t know where they are going to find their next 
meal and that’s the same proportion of UNR students because they live in a food 
dessert. The USDA has identified the UNR campus as a food dessert. They were just 
trying to increase the access to nutritious food for people on campus in the community. 
On Common Ground is looking not only to provide food resources but also education 
for students and the down town area. A big part of the down town area live in poverty. 
The next council meeting is September 12th and this item is up for discussion at that 
meeting. HE can’t attend because of senate.  
 
Senator Mata suggested when they submit this to senate to include the maps as 
addendums.  
 
Senator Mata moved to add the address of the City Center Plaza to the resolution  
 
Dr. Beattie said to move to change 
 
Senator Aziz asked how often they plan to hold the farmers market 
 
Senator Green said they have a lot of goals right now. The first goal was the farmers 
market every Wednesday starting in the spring. Their plan was to work with Campus 
Escort to get students rides to the farmers market, but it was also half a mile from 
campus. It would be one day a week but they were also looking at helping them with 
Pack Provisions to see if they can increase the frequency of farmers markets on campus. 
They also want to open a nonprofit grocery store downtown with classes that focus on 
nutrition, health, and wellness.  
 
Senator Mata said did Senator Green mean to spell city “CITI” 
 
Senator Green said that was how they spelled it, it was kind of weird. They also spell fair 
with an -e 
 
The resolution was approved  
 
 
 



Committee on Public Affairs Minutes 
Friday, September 7, 2018 
Page 5 

 
Ballot Initiatives 

The Committee will discuss the upcoming ballot initiatives and its impact on 
students  

Question 1 

Expands the rights of crime victims   

Question 2 

Exempts feminine hygiene products from sales tax 

Question 3  

Regulations on the energy market 

Question 4 

Sales tax exemption for medical equipment 

Question 5 

Automatic voter registration with the Department of Motor Vehicles 

Question 6 

Requires 50 percent of energy to come from renewable resources by 2030 

 

Senator Alvarez said she wanted to talk about the impact of these questions on 
students. These six questions would be on the ballot in November. The first one 
expands the rights of crime victims. It was more of a national effort to enact a Marcy’s 
law. IT would repeal and replace a section of the Nevada Constitution according to 
Ballotopedia. Asked if anyone wanted to look into this and how it would weigh on 
students. She wanted to consider that impact, create a report, and see if they could find 
student opinion and write resolutions.  

 

Senator Aziz recommended each taking two questions right now and reporting back 
in the meeting, and then reporting to senate. When each of them votes they will vote on 
these questions.  

 

Dr. Beattie said they might see if the policy analyst could put together a short 
description of these. 

 

Senator Aziz asked if they could summarize 

 

Dr. Beattie said they had a policy analyst paid to do this. It was only six initiatives 

 

Senator Alvarez said she wanted her senators to look into themselves and then ask 
the analysts any questions they had.  

 

 Senator Aziz said he would take question one.  

 

Senator Alvarez said question two would exempt feminine hygiene products from 
sales tax. She was working with Director Worrall on this and the pink tax. They were 
working on not calling it a “feminine hygiene  product” and calling it a “menstrual 
product” because it affected more than just women. Question three managed the energy 
market.  
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Senator Green said he would take this question would deregulate the energy market. 

Right now NV energy was the main provider in Nevada. If the question passed, it would 
open up the market to competition and for anyone to open up business and sell or 
produce energy without regulations. It was a constitution measure so it was in the ballot 
in 2016, but it has to pass in two consecutive elections. That was why they were voting a 
second time. The energy market was a complex thing about competition. Question three 
and question six were interesting. If question three went through, question six would 
require energy to come through renewable resources by 2030. He would take on 
question six as well.  

 

Senator Alvarez said question four was a sales tax exempted for medical equipment 
by a health care provider.  

 

Senator  Mata said they would take it 

 

Senator Aziz said he could take it too because Jen wanted question one.  

 

Senator Alvarez said they could collaborate. Question five was automatic voter 
registration at the DMV. This was interesting because there was argument about 
automatic registration because it might take away their agency to decide if they wanted 
to participate. This initiative provided for automatic over registration. There was some 
push back by Governor Sandoval 

 

Senator Mata said they would take it 

 

Senator Alvarez said to bring their findings back to the committee on Friday and 
explain what the senate could provide for the students and community.  

 

Senator Updates 
Senator Alvarez said last meeting she asked senators to reach out to a representative to find out what they are 
doing in the legislature and what projects they had in the community, as well as how to mobilize the 
community.  
 
Senator Aziz said he emailed a Senator for District 16, where he lived. He was waiting for a response. His 
email was weird. 
 
Senator Green said eh reached out to the Board of Regents who was interested in meeting about the 
divestment campaign. He was willing to come to a public affairs meeting on Oct 12 or Nov 2.  
 
Senator Alvarez said they could do October 12. She also wanted to remind the senators that she was requiring 
a resolution or legislation. If they are struggling, talk with leg affairs to discuss. Director Worrall has given 
them some opportunities to write legislation.   
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7. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment at this time.  
 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:46 pm.  

9.  
10. NOTES. 

Unless otherwise marked by an asterisk, all items are action items upon which the Senate may 
take action. ASUN supports providing equal access to all programs for people with disabilities. 
Reasonable efforts will be made to assist and accommodate physically handicapped persons 
desiring to attend the meeting. Please call the Speaker of the ASUN at (775) 784-6589 in 
advance so that arrangements may be conveniently made. 

 


