
 
Posted at the ASUN Offices in the Joe Crowley Student Union, Frandsen Humanities 
Building, the Pennington Student Achievement Center,  
Mathewson- IGT Knowledge Center, and online at  
www.nevadaasun.com.  
 
If you would like a copy of any of the agenda items listed, please contact 
Senator Alvarez at senatoralvarez@asun.unr.edu. 

 

Committee on Public Affairs 
Senate of the Associated Students 86th Session  

Minutes for Friday, September 14, 2018 at 12:00 p.m.  
President’s Conference on the 3rd Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union  

 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
Senator Alvarez called the Committee on Public Affairs to order at 12:05 pm in the President’s 
Conference on the 3rd Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union. Presiding secretary, Breanna 
Czerlanis. 

 

2. ROLL CALL 
Senator Alvarez, Senator Aziz, and Senator Green were present. 
 
Senator Mata was tardy excused. 
 
Senator Rogers was absent excused. 
 
A quorum was present. 

 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment at this time. 
 

4. MINUTES 
a. Minutes from the Meeting on April 30, 2018 
b. Minutes from the Meeting on August 31, 2018 
c. Minutes from the Meeting on September 7, 2018  
 
Senator Alvarez seeks a motion to approve the minutes. 
 
Senator Green moved. 
 
There was no dissent to the motion. 
 
The minutes were approved. 

 
5. REPORTS OF THE DIRECTOR OF LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS  

Director Worrall said she was approached by Senator Alvarez about doing a Google 
Spreadsheet for Bill Draft requests for the Nevada Legislative Session. She created a system to 
being work on the spreadsheet. Every five days between eight of them, three people from the 
Department of Legislative Affairs and five from the Public Affairs Committee. They will go 
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through, look at the new bill draft requests, and add them to the spreadsheet. She will contact 
each member of the committee to get their emails in order to add them to the spreadsheet. 
 

Senator Mata entered the room at 12:07 pm. 
 
Director Worrall asked if there were any questions at this time. 
 
Senator Aziz asked if they were able to use OneDrive and Excel with their Senator email 
addresses. 
 
Director Worrall agreed with Senator Aziz’s suggestion. She also stated that she will create a 
section of the spreadsheet when each person must update the spreadsheet. She asked the 
committee if they agreed with the Spreadsheet. 
 
The body agreed with Director Worrall. 
 
Senator Green asked if they would be working on reviewing the bill draft requests during the 
Public Affairs meetings or during a separate time. 
 
Director Worrall asked if she had gone through how to look bill draft requests last time. 

 
Senator Green said yes. 
 
Director Worrall asked if the senators had made an account. 
 
Senator Green said that he hadn’t. 
 
Director Worrall said to go to leg.state.nevada.us, click on Nellis, and then register to create an 
account. After the account has been created, the bill draft requests can be viewed. She stated 
what would happen if they were reviewing them right now, there are 513 bill draft requests so 
then by approximately September 20th Senator Green would review the new bill draft requests 
and would then update the spreadsheet with anything he thinks is relevant to the students. The 
spreadsheet would have the bill draft request description, who submitted it, the number, and the 
date submitted. She said she was thinking the spreadsheet should be done every five days. She 
asked if her response answered Senator Green’s question. 
 
Senator Green said yes. 
 
Director Worrall said there was a spending package passed yesterday in the House of the Senate 
that allocates money to paying Senate and House interns in Congress. There is 8.8 million 
dollars to interns in the House and 5 million dollars for interns in the Senate. The money came 
from the Fiscal 2019 Energy, Water, Military Construction, VA, and Legislative Branch 
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spending package. Now all the interns are paid. She knows there have been students from the 
university who go to DC. Only interns in DC are getting paid. 
 
Senator Alvarez asked if there were any questions for Director Worrall. 
 
There were no questions at this time. 

 
6. OLD BUSINESS 

There was no old business discussed at this time. 
 

7. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Chair Updates  

Senator Alvarez said during Oversight they have been discussing their committees. She 
shared with Oversight that the Committee on Public Affairs has been very diligent in 
working with Legislative Affairs on keeping track of new legislation and having good 
communication. She has also shared that the committee has been reaching out to 
representatives in the area as well as trying to make resolutions upon legislation. She also 
is taking into consideration how the committee should be working with Legislative 
Affairs. Senator Alvarez encourages the Senators to reach out to their representatives 
and check with Director Worrall on beforehand to see what type of information would 
be sustainable for them to use throughout the next couple of weeks. Senator Alvarez’s 
goal for the committee is to have each Senator go up to the legislature within the next 
couple months to testify in front of them within resolutions that the committee has 
already created. Additionally, she is working on making the chair position to remain 
feasible for the off-sessions. In Oversight, the other committees are doing a lot of 
different things that don’t really corelate to one another. She is hoping to soon work 
with the Committee on Civic Engagement with on voter registration drive along with 
Legislative Affairs as well. The Committee on Public Affairs also must reach out to K-12 
in the area. She said to look out for the assignment within the next couple of weeks. 
There will be no meeting for the Committee on Public Affairs next week. Senator 
Alvarez asked if there were any questions at this time. 

 

There were no questions at this time. 

 

b. Senator Updates 
Senator Alvarez said she would like to know what each Senator has been doing since the 
assignments have been given out and how they have been proactive. 
 
Senator Aziz said his first update is for Nevada Ballot question 1. The question refers to 
crime victim rights and enacting something similar to Marsy's Law, which has been 
enacted by six other states. It would be for the victims, so they have the right to be 
notified about proceedings, they are protected from the defendant, they have safeties for 
their families and other things like that. Each person who is a victim of a crime is 
entitled to the following rights to be treated with fairness and respect for privacy and 
dignity, to be protected from the defendant and people acting on behalf of the 
defendant, to have the safety of the victim and the victim’s family considered as a factor 
in fixing bail and release conditions for the defendant, and other things similar. Just so 
that crime victims don’t feel unsafe if they testify, if they use litigation to try and report 
crimes and go to court. All those things are just for crime victims so that they feel safer 
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when it comes to their court rights. Nevada question 1 would add rights to crime victims 
if voted yes. 
 
Senator Alvarez asked if Senator Aziz had any further updates. 
 
Senator Aziz said no but he had emailed Ben Kieckhefer, who is the Representative for 
Nevada State Senate District 16, a week ago. He said the Representative hasn’t replied 
yet. He is probably going to email Julia Ratti if none of the Senators had done that. 
 
Director Worrall said she hasn’t emailed them. She was wondering what the Senators are 
asking the legislators, so they can work together on it. 
 
Senator Aziz said he would probably ask Julia Ratti the same questions he had asked Ben 
Kieckhefer. He will ask about current goals and projects Julia Ratti is currently working 
on. She is also up for reelection, so she has two emails, one for her current seat and one 
for as a candidate. He said that if they wanted to invite her as a candidate to come and 
speak the candidate email must be used. He said that he would email her as a Senator 
and talk to her about her projects and goals she has currently as well as what she would 
like to do from here on out. He would also ask if there was anything she would like to 
be involved with on campus. 
 
Director Worrall said that Julia Ratti is going to participate in a candidate forum that is 
being put on. She said maybe the same day the Committee on Public Affairs and the 
Department of Legislative Affairs can meet with Senator Ratti. She thinks it would be 
helpful to meet with the legislators. 
 
Senator Aziz asked Director Worrall had a date for the forum. 
 
Director Worrall said that the date is October 9th. The forum will include the Mayor, the 
County Commission and the Senate District. She had reached out to Charlene Young, 
Julia Ratti’s opponent, but hasn’t heard back yet. 
 
Senator Aziz asked if Director Worrall had a time yet for the forum. 
 
Director Worrall said it will be 7 pm. 
 
Senator Alvarez asked if there were any further questions for Senator Aziz. 
 
There were no questions at this time. 
 
Senator Green said he reached out to Jason Geddes from the Board of Regents and he 
would be available October 12th to meet with us. The date has not been confirmed yet, 
but a follow up email will be sent. This week the legislation went through the Senate. He 
met with Monique Normand from Pack Provisions and Sierra Jickling, the Director of 
Sustainability. They talked about cool ideas to promote Pack Provisions, increase 
vegetable and fruit consumption within Pack Provisions. He said that if any of the 
Senators were interested in the ideas to talk to him or Sierra Jickling. 
 
Senator Alvarez asked if there were any questions for Senator Green. 
 
There were no questions at this time. 
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Senator Alvarez asked Senator Green if he had any other updates. 
 
Senator Green said he had no more updates. 
 
Senator Mata said an email had been sent to Jacky Rosen, who is running for Senate 
currently, due to the negative advertisements against her campaign. Senator Mata also 
asked about student issues, birth control, abortion rights, fixing the debt crisis, and how 
she can support students in Nevada, not only university students, but K-12 as well. 
Senator Mata hasn’t received an email back from Jacky Rosen. Due to the size of the 
campaign, Senator Mata will probably end up emailing someone else. Ballot question 4 
refers to the tax exemption for large scale medical equipment, such as oxygen tanks. It 
would deal directly with the patient’s insurance, so the insurance company would make 
the sales tax exempt. Senator Mata said the question was complicated and would 
therefore like to investigate it more. Ballot question 5 refers to the automatic voter 
registration with the Department of Motor Vehicles. Senator Mata wondered how the 
process would work if someone got their license at sixteen but couldn’t find information 
on it and will look into it further. A bill that just passed in the House recently, The 
Community, Safety, and Security Act of 2018, which classifies many non-violent crimes 
as violent crimes now. The biggest concern for Senator Mata was the fleeing a scene 
aspect of the bill as it didn’t classify what a scene was or what constituted as fleeing. The 
bill was very broad, so Senator Mata wanted to follow the bill. Senator Mata said the 
plan was to mainly use the bill in deporting immigrants, so it’s very broad in the terms in 
what is a scene and what is fleeing and things like that. 
 
Senator Alvarez thanked Senator Mata. 
 
Senator Green said Director Worrall might have the email for Jacky Rosen’s campaign 
manager and that he had his phone number. He said that he knows they’re really 
interested in talking to students on campus. For the ballot measure, since many of them 
are complicated, and Senator Alvarez discussed writing resolutions, Senator Green 
wondered if the Senators should bring a full presentation to Public Affairs, so the full 
facts and information will be known before the resolutions are discussed. 
 
Senator Alvarez said she would enjoy that, and she would prefer for the Senators to talk 
to Director Worrall and Legislative Affairs. 
 
Director Worrall said that she has the contact information for the northern Nevada 
campaign manager for Jacky Rosen. He and Nettie Stevens, the campus outreach for the 
campaign, met with them. She is sure that they would love to come to the Committee on 
Public Affairs to talk with the Senators. She said that she would be able to set that up if 
they were interested in discussing Jacky Rosen. Director Worrall also said they would 
have to reach out to Senator Heller’s campaign, but she does know the director for 
Senator Heller’s campaign, so they could have both of them come to the committee. She 
said on the ballot initiatives, the Department of Legislative Affairs on working on 
coming up with digests and they are also having several ballot initiative events on 
campus. Director Worrall said that if the Committee on Public Affairs wants they can 
bring in people to talk about it or the Department can put on a presentation about it. 
She said she can work on that if it’s favorable to the Committee. 
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Senator Alvarez said that she thought Director Worrall’s idea. She also said that she 
thought it would be a good idea to break it up into two questions per committee and 
have some representatives to discuss pros and cons of each ballot initiative. 
 
Director Worrall agreed and said there are currently seven ballot initiatives for Washoe 
County. 
 
Senator Green asked Director Worrall if she wanted the committee to assist her with 
anything on the presentations so she didn’t have to add more onto her plate. 
 
Director Worrall said that if Senator Green wanted to help out that would be wonderful, 
but the she thinks that it’s also part of the Department’s responsibility, so he shouldn’t 
feel as if they’re putting a lot on her plate for doing that. She said she can reach out to 
Senator Green. 
 
Senator Alvarez asked if there were any questions for Senator Mata. 
 
There were no questions at this time. 
 
Senator Mata said there was one more update. On a couple of campuses, possibly in 
Texas and California, where students anonymously put together flyers saying what to do 
if ICE is at their door and trying to deport them. Senator Mata was thinking of doing 
something similar but wasn’t sure if it would be considered controversial and was 
looking for opinions. 
 
Senator Green said he thought it would be a great idea. He also thought they could 
make it a know your rights type of thing and know what ICE can and can’t do legally. 
He knows that ICE can’t come onto on campus. 
 
Senator Alvarez asked if there were any other updates, questions, or comments. 
 
There were no questions at this time. 

 

8. PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment at this time. 

 

9. ADJOURNMENT 
Senator Alvarez adjourned the meeting at 12:27 pm. 


