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The Journey (Week 3): HOPE 
 

Review: 
Remembering The Journey God has been orchestrating throughout HIStory and celebrating the FAITH, HOPE and 

LOVE found in the manger, in the baby born KING. 
 

Luke 2:11 (ESV)
 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 

1 Corinthians 13:13 (NLT) Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is love. 

 

This week: ______________ for the journey! 
 

Defining HOPE: 

 Isn’t wishful thinking but a _______________ assurance. 

 Isn’t to be placed in a program or process, but our hope is to be in a ____________, Jesus Christ. 

 Isn’t dwelling on the present difficulty but it is seeing a ______________ future. 

 

Where do we find this HOPE based on the Christmas story… 
 

Romans 15:4 (NLT) Such things were written in the Scriptures long ago to teach us. And the Scriptures give us hope and 

encouragement as we wait patiently for God’s promises to be fulfilled. 

 

Mary and Joseph 
 

Luke 2:1-5 (NLT) 1At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census should be taken throughout the 

Roman Empire. 2(This was the first census taken when Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3All returned to their own 

ancestral towns to register for this census. 4And because Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had to go to 

Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient home. He traveled there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. 5He took with him 

Mary, to whom he was engaged, who was now expecting a child. 
 

 Living under a Foreign and Secular Government 

 A dark time in the history of Israel full of upheaval, foreign government, and oppression. 

 So easy to let fear drive and control you, and not have hope in a better future with God. 

 We know God was using secular government to fulfill His Word. (Micah 5:2) 
 

Luke 2:6-7 (NLT) 6And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be born. 7She gave birth to her firstborn son. 

She wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no lodging available for them. 

 God could have made it all pretty and work out so nice, but HE didn’t. 

 God’s plan and perspective is so much bigger than ours. 

 Ecclesiastes 3:11 
(NLT) Yet God has made everything beautiful for its own time. He has planted eternity in the 

human heart, but even so, people cannot see the whole scope of God’s work from beginning to end. 

 Our hope isn’t in our perspective of how we see things. 

 Hope comes as we choose to grab on to God’s perspective 
 

Matthew 2:1-2 (NLT) Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. About that time some wise 

men from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, 2“Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star as it 

rose, and we have come to worship him.” 

 Later, after Jesus is born, the regional king, Herod, was literally trying to kill that hope. But Jesus is Christ, the 

Lord. He was not thwarted, He is Sovereign! 

 Even though Jesus was the Hope, it wasn’t the right time, so they had to flee. 
 

We see hope in the Scriptures when we see how God was working. 

So what do we do when our HOPE is being diminished? 
 

 



Diminished Hope: It’s normal to have our faith waver. 
Hebrew 6:19 

(NLT) This hope is a strong and trustworthy anchor for our souls. It leads us through the curtain into God’s 

inner sanctuary. 

Matthew 12:18 (NLT) 18“Look at my Servant, whom I have chosen. He is my Beloved, who pleases me. I will put my 

Spirit upon him, and he will proclaim justice to the nations. 19He will not fight or shout or raise his voice in public. 20He 

will not crush the weakest reed or put out a flickering candle. Finally he will cause justice to be victorious. 21And his 

name will be the hope  of all the world.” 
 

God is our Hope: We have to remind ourselves of the Source. 
Romans 15:13 (NLT) I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with joy and peace because you trust in 

him. Then you will overflow with confident hope through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Building our Hope: His Word, His promises, His perspective 
Psalm 62:5-8 (NLT)

 5Let all that I am wait quietly before God, for my hope is in him. 6He alone is my rock and my 

salvation, my fortress where I will not be shaken. 7My victory and honor come from God alone. He is my refuge, a rock 

where no enemy can reach me. 8O my people, trust in him at all times. Pour out your heart to him, for God is our refuge.  

Lamentations  3:22-24 (NLT)
 22The faithful love of the Lord never ends! His mercies never cease. 23Great is his 

faithfulness; his mercies begin afresh each morning. 24I say to myself, “The Lord is my inheritance; therefore, I will 

hope in him!” 
 

His perspective: how the world works and what HE is up to... 
Romans 5:3-5 (NLT)

 3We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they help us develop 

endurance. 4And endurance develops strength of character, and character strengthens our confident hope of salvation. 
5And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly God loves us, because he has given us the 

Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love. 
 

Next Steps 
 We as a church: 

 Be a beacon of Hope to the world. 

 Remind each other of the promises of God to give hope to each other. 

 You as an individual—How to have HOPE: 

 Pray. Go to the Source. 

 Read. In the Psalms, see how David, a mighty warrior, struggled with his hope. 

 Share with others—receive hope from God through HIS people. 

 

Questions to meditate on and discuss: 
1. What bible verses or stories give you hope? 

2. Read 2 Peter 3:8-10. How do these verses give you hope for  your  loved ones who are far  from God?  

3. Who are you allowing to speak in to your life to offer you hope? 

 

 

Passages for Life Group Discussion 
Week 3: Hope, which is assurance, confidence, eager  expectation and anticipation—not wishful thinking—is 

a part of the journey.  

Key Idea: Our  hope is not in our  circumstances, but in God's eternal promises. Jesus enter ing our  story 

gives us hope beyond our present world. Jesus is the true King in the world, and we can have confidence in Him 

as Lord. Passage: Luke 1:5-25 

Zechariah was an ordinary man. How did his circumstances challenge what the angel was telling him? 

What can cloud your confidence in God’s promises or anticipation of Jesus’ second coming?  

Who or what helps you have hope? Does hope increase or decrease for you during the Christmas season? 

How can you share the hope you have with others?  

 
Scripture quotations marked NLT are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright 1996, 2004. Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.,  

Wheaton, IL  60189. All rights reserved. Scripture quotations marked ESV are taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 
by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 


