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The Journey (Part 2) 
 

Review 
 The Journey to Christmas: the whole Journey, historically, is about Jesus. 

 The story reveals God to us. (He’s the main character.) 

 We sometimes emphasize savior—a sweet little baby Jesus—and not Jesus the King of Kings. 
 

On this Journey, we are discovering faith that leads to hope, and we are discovering the heart of God: love. 
 

1 Corinthians 13:12–13 (NIV) 12For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in 

part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 13And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of 

these is love.  

                

                

                 
 

Faith: We see faith in the story of Christmas. 
 Remember last week we taught who Jesus is: Savior and King. 

 The story reveals the kind of people God works through. 

 When we think of faith, there are two parts: the content of the faith, and trust. 

 Hints: Mary was highly favored, found favor... why? 
 

Luke 1:26–38 (NIV) 26In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27to 

a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28The angel went to 

her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 29Mary was greatly troubled at his words and 

wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with 

God. 31You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the 

Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his 

kingdom will never end.” 34“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 35The angel answered, “The Holy 

Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of 

God. 36Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her 

sixth month. 37For no word from God will ever fail.” 38“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be 

fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.  

                

                

                 
 

Why had Mary found favor in the eyes of God? Any hints? 

 God knew Mary’s heart already, and the story reveals it to us through her actions and song. 

 She was a faithful Jew. She honored God (the content of the faith). She knew the promises of the Messiah’s coming.  

 Mary: “I am the Lord’s servant. May your word to me [God’s will] be fulfilled.” (vs. 38) 
 

Luke 1:46–56 (NIV) 46And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48for he has been 

mindful of the humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will call me blessed, 49for the Mighty One has done great 

things for me— holy is his name. 50His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation. 51He has performed 

mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 52He has brought down rulers from their 

thrones but has lifted up the humble. 53He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty. 54He has helped 

his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful 55to Abraham and his descendants forever, just as he promised our ancestors.” 
56Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned home. 
 

Hints about Joseph: 

 He was a good man, a faithful Jew—why? 

 His reaction: he did what the Angel told him to do. 

 

 



Matthew 1:18–25 (NIV) 18This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to 

Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19Because Joseph her husband was 

faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 20But after he had 

considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 

home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him 

the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 

prophet: 23“The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 
24When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25But he did not 

consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 

                

                

                 
 

 The journey of faith: to believe is to join God and obey. This begins Mary’s journey of faith, surrender (“your will 

be done” no matter what), and trust—even when others didn’t or wouldn’t believe her story. In her culture, this was 

a possible death sentence. 

 Faith is required when you interact with God. 

 He sees things we don’t see: the physical, the eternal, the spiritual, and the emotional. 

 We have to trust because God does the supernatural to accomplish His will. Miracles are easy to dismiss because 

we didn’t see them ourselves. 

 We have to trust because God is working in the lives of others even when we can’t see it happening. Like Caesar 

and the Census, God works in and around the decisions of others.  

 We have to trust because God works throughout time and space–see Jesus’ family tree. 
 

Matthew 1:1 (NIV) This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham: 
 

Matthew 1:17 (NIV) Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the exile to 

Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Messiah. 
 

How does the faith survive? 
Jude 3 (NIV) Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, I felt compelled to write and 

urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to God’s holy people. 
 

We remember what has been written in scripture... 

Romans 15:4 (NIV) For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in the 

Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope. 
 

Through the community of the believers... 

Hebrews 3:12–13 (NIV) 12See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the 

living God. 13But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s 

deceitfulness. 

                

                

                 
 

Passages for Life Group Discussion 
Week 2:  The Chr istmas story embodies a journey of faith.   

Key Idea: God is faithful to fulfill all He has promised. The people of Israel were waiting for  God to fulfill His 

promises, then God sent an angel to Nazareth.  

Passage: Luke 1:26-38  

1. Describe what you see in Mary’s responses. What was being asked of her?   

2. How would you feel if you were in Mary’s shoes?  A) How might Mary’s understanding of God impact her 

response? (Luke 2:46-55 might give insight.) 

3. In what ways does Jesus’ birth speak of God’s faithfulness to you, personally? 

4. Where do you have a need to trust in God’s faithfulness at this time in your life? 
 
 

Scripture quotations marked NIV are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version. Copyright 1978 by New York International Bible Society. 


