
 (Sam Meredith)                                                                                                                  November 9th & 12th, 2017 
 

Text in your attendance to # 208.215.7797 Message: lifer7297                      Text to give to RLM, simply text your amount to # 208.714.0026. 
 

Review: Redefining what it means to be r ich. 
 

Matthew 6:33 (ESV) But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 
 

This week: 

      When we God first in our life, what does that look like when it comes to our finances?  

 The principle of     fruits  
 First Fruits in the area of our finances is the      

 

Let’s look at Malachi 3:6-12 
 It was written to God’s people who had been writing their own definitions of what it meant to be in relationship 

with God, and He was calling them out! He is God, and they weren’t, and neither are we! 

 This passage is often hijacked to two different extremes that are both unbiblical: 

 There is “no need to tithe.” 

 Or it becomes formulaic: “If I tithe… God has to give me more stuff!” 

                

                

                 
 

Malachi 3:6-7 (ESV) 6“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. 7From the 

days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to 

you,” says the LORD of hosts. “But you say, ‘How shall we return?’” 

 The principle of First Fruits/tithe was in place before the Law—the Law just clarified it for the nation. 

 Genesis 2:15-17 Garden of Eden 

 Genesis 4:3-4 (ESV) 3In the course of time Cain brought to the Lord an offering of the fruit of the ground, 4and 

Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and his 

offering... 

 Genesis 14:20b (NLT) Then Abram gave Melchizedek a tenth of all the goods he had recovered. 

 Deuteronomy 14:22-23 (NLT) 22You must set aside a tithe of your crops—one-tenth of all the crops you harvest 

each year. 23Bring this tithe to the designated place of worship—the place the LORD your God chooses for his 

name to be honored—and eat it there in his presence. This applies to your tithes of grain, new wine, olive oil, 

and the firstborn males of your flocks and herds. Doing this will teach you always to fear the LORD your God. 

 2 Corinthians 8:7-8 (NLT) 7Since you excel in so many ways—in your faith, your gifted speakers, your 

knowledge, your enthusiasm, and your love from us—I want you to excel also in this gracious act of giving. 8I 

am not commanding you to do this. But I am testing how genuine your love is by comparing it with the 

eagerness of the other churches. 

 It’s about your heart. 

 Tithing is a thermometer, not a thermostat. 

                

                

                 
 

Malachi 3:8 (ESV) Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How have we robbed you?’ In your tithes 

and contributions.  

 Robbing—cheating—stealing... 

 How can you rob something that is already yours? 

 You don’t; it doesn’t belong to you. 

 Joshua 6:19 (ESV) But all silver and gold, and every vessel of bronze and iron, are holy to the LORD; they shall 

go into the treasury of the LORD. 

 Joshua 7:1 (ESV) But the people of Israel broke faith in regard to the devoted things, for Achan the son of Carmi, 

son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of the devoted things. And the anger of the Lord 

burned against the people of Israel. 
 



 Joshua  7:11 (ESV) Israel has sinned; they have transgressed my covenant that I commanded them; they have 

taken some of the devoted things; they have stolen and lied and put them among their own belongings. 

 Joshua 7:12 (NASB) Therefore the sons of Israel cannot stand before their enemies; they turn their backs before 

their enemies, for they have become accursed. I will not be with you anymore unless you destroy the things 

under the ban from your midst. 
 

Malachi 3:9 (ESV) You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the whole nation of you.  

 Do I believe Him? 

 90% of your income blessed is better than 100% cursed/void of God’s blessing. 

 This is a really big deal to God because it reveals our heart and where we are with Him! 

 It’s hard to bless your kids when they’re stealing from you. 

                

                 

                 
 

Malachi 3:10a (ESV) Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.  

 Tithe went to the storehouse in the temple—today that is the church. (Acts 4:34-35, 1 Corinthians 16:1-2) 

                

                 
 

Malachi 3:10b (ESV) And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven 

for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need.  

 HE will bless 

 HE blesses us in ways that will always draw us back to Him. His blessings do not distract us from Him. 

 It’s not wrong to be rich (in the worldly sense). (1 Tim 6:17-19) 

 HIS promise is that HE will provide what we need… do I believe Him? 

 Psalm 37:25 (NLT) Once I was young, and now I am old.  Yet I have never seen the godly abandoned or their 

children begging for bread. 

                

                

                 
 

Recap: The principle of First Fruits: bringing back to God what is already His. 

 Tithing is bringing first 10% to God, not after you’ve paid your bills. It’s a step of faith. 

 Tithing is a matter of the heart. 

 Tithing is where we start in regards to seeking God first in the area of our finances. 
 

Life Group Discussion Questions: 

Passage to discuss: Malachi 3:6-12 

Suggested passages for reading during the week: 

Psalm 24:1, 1 Chronicles 29:11, & Haggai 2:8; Luke 12:13-21; 1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19; Matthew 6:24-34 
 

1. When you think of God, how would you describe who He is? 

2. How is your understanding of “rich” changing? 

3. Talk about how not tithing would be robbing God. 

4. What would “return and bring in the whole tithe” look like for you at this time in your life? a) What 

motivates you to respond? b) What could be a roadblock? (Maybe you are faithful—keep going! Maybe 

you don’t know—take a step! Maybe you have not responded in this area—make an adjustment.) 

5. What would be a step of faith for you to take to test God’s promise to bless? What adjustments is God 

leading you to? 

6. Describe how you recognize blessings from God. Share stories with each other of when you have 

experienced God’s faithfulness as you’ve trusted His ways with finances. 
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