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Experiencing God Week 5 — Crisis of Belief 
 

Review  

 The hope for this series: stabilizing people, maturity in Christ. 
 Previous four realities: 1) God is active. 2) God pursues a love relationship with us. 3) God is inviting us into 

what He is doing. 4) God speaks by His Spirit through the Bible, prayer, circumstances, and the Church to 

reveal Himself, His purposes, and His ways. 

                

                

                 
 

Reality 5: God’s invitation for you to work with Him always leads you to 

a crisis of belief that requires faith and action. 
 

Truths to remember: 
 

1. God calls you to a God-sized and God-shaped task. 
 God is a reconciling God. 

 Most people want God to pull them out of a problem—to have heaven on earth. 

 God calls us to do something and to be something. 

 He calls to a task we wouldn’t do unless we saw from God’s perspective. 

                

                

                

                 
 

1 Corinthians 13:1–3 (NIV) 1If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding 

gong or a clanging cymbal. 2If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have 

a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my 

body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.  

 

2. God’s call leads to a crisis of belief—the internal wrestling match. 
 God asks us to do something that doesn’t make sense to our human minds. 

 God invites us into something that will not happen unless He acts on our behalf. 

 I wrestle because... 

 I don’t see that I can do what He is asking. 

 God’s version of a win is different than mine—will I surrender to His Truth? 

 God’s plan doesn’t work in my human (finite) mind. 

                
 What we do reveals what we believe about God. 

 If God invites you into something, it is good! He can do it through you; you already have what you will need 

with His help. 

                

                

                

                 
 

 

 



2 Corinthians 5:7 (NIV) For we live by faith, not by sight.  

 

1 Corinthians 1:20–25 (NIV) 20Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher of 

this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since in the wisdom of God the world through its 

wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 
22Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and 

foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 

wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than 

human strength.  

                

                

                

                 
 

3. We experience God when we trust and obey. Real faith leads to action. 
 When we obey, God acts. 

 We must accept His invitation and step out in a faith that leads to obedience. 

 Then Jesus works. 

 We learn more about Jesus and what He can do when we obey. 

 Some examples: Joshua and Jericho, Gideon and the 300, Naaman and Elisha, Moses and the staff, Peter and the 

great catch of fish. 

                

                

                

                 
 

Matthew 8:23–27 (NIV) 23Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. 24Suddenly a furious storm came up 

on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. 25The disciples went and woke him, saying, 

“Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!” 26He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Then he got up and 

rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm. 27The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is 

this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!” 

 

When has God acted in your life after you stepped out in faith? 

                

                

                

                 

                 
 

Questions to ponder and discuss at home and in your life group: 

Complementary passages: Galatians 2:20, John 20:27-28, Mark 9:23-25 

1. How have you seen God overcome objections, moving you or others to faith and action? (Moses’ life might give 

you some examples.) 

2. With what discussion are you currently wrestling? Describe what that’s like. 

3. Don’t hide your doubts or questions. Give them to Jesus—let Him know what’s on your mind. How do you struggle 

to believe in God, God’s goodness, or God’s power? 

4. What has God called you to do that will be impossible to accomplish unless God miraculously intervenes? How will 

you move toward faith, trust, and action? 

 
Scripture quotations marked NIV are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version. Copyright 1978 by New York International Bible Society. 


