
   (Jim Putman)                                                                                                               September 14th & 17th,  2017 
 

Text in your attendance to 208.215.7797 Message: lifer2374                          Text to give to RLM, simply text your amount to # 208.714.0026. 
 

Experiencing God – God is always Working  
 

Announcements: MBF; magnets for adopt a chair program 
 

This series: how do you experience God in your everyday life? 

 How this series will work; it’s tied to Life Groups 

 A daily devotion for you  

 Very biblical  

 

God is active. He is working. 
 God is not sporadic. 

 God is not unconcerned. 

 God is not far off. 

 It’s so sad that God is always working, but we don’t see it. 

 Others know He is working, but don’t know what He is doing. 

 

Paul said… (reaffirming what Jesus had said) 
Colossians 1:15–18 (NIV) 15The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16For in him all things were 

created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been 

created through him and for him. 17He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18And he is the head of the body, the 

church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 
 

Hebrews 1:3 (NIV) The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his 

powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.  
 

John 5:16–17 (NIV) 16So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began to persecute him. 17In his 

defense Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too am working.”  

 

The question we must answer: What is He doing? 
The wrong question is “What is God’s will for my life?” The right question is “What is God’s will?” He has revealed it in His 

Word. God shows us in scripture how He works. 

 

1.  He created the world, and He holds it together until its purpose is completed. 
The world is broken, and all who are in it are affected, but it will remain until the Lord has accomplished His purpose. 

 

Psalm 19:1–4 (NIV) 1The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 2Day after day they pour forth 

speech; night after night they reveal knowledge. 3They have no speech, they use no words; no sound is heard from them. 4Yet their 

voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world. In the heavens God has pitched a tent for the sun.  

 

2. He is working to redeem the world. 
 

A.  He is allowing us to live in a broken world in hopes that we will be open to relationship with Him. Look at 

the prodigal son. (Luke 15:11) 
 

B. He is working in history, building a people who will speak His message—disciples. 
 Through the Jews, the Messiah would come. 

 The Messiah would build a people, a kingdom, a family—His church to deliver His message. (Matthew 16:18) 

 

Genesis 22:15–18 (NIV) 15The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16and said, “I swear by myself, 

declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17I will surely bless you and 

make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession 

of the cities of their enemies, 18and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.”  

 

C.  He is working personally in you—He shaped each of us and He calls each of us. 



Psalm 139:13–16 (NIV) 13For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 14I praise you because I am 

fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 15My frame was not hidden from you when I was 

made in the secret place, when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. 16Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days 

ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.  
 

John 6:34–45 (NIV) 
34“Sir,” they said, “always give us this bread.” 35Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to 

me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 36But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do 

not believe. 37All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. 38For I have come 

down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. 39And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall 

lose none of all those he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. 40For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the 

Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day.” 41At this the Jews there began to grumble 

about him because he said, “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42They said, “Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose 

father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I came down from heaven’?” 43“Stop grumbling among yourselves,” Jesus an-

swered. 44“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and I will raise them up at the last day. 45It is writ-

ten in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard the Father and learned from him comes to me.  

 

D.  He is shaping us. 
 He is shaping  our eyes to see differently. 

 By faith you are being changed to see the eternal. 

 To value the eternal. 

 This gives us peace. 

 

Hebrews 11:13–16 (NIV) 13All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; they 

only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that they were foreigners and strangers on earth. 14People who say 

such things show that they are looking for a country of their own. 15If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they 

would have had opportunity to return. 16Instead, they were longing for a better country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is not 

ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.  

 

E.  He is inviting us into what He is doing. 
 Abraham, Moses, the Disciples, the Apostle Paul, you and me. 

 The Lord’s prayer—“Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven...” 

 

Genesis 12:1 (NIV) The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the land I will show you. 
 

Ephesians 2:10 (NIV) For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
 

F.  God is giving us peace as we live and work for Him. 
 

Hebrews 13:4–6 (NIV) 4Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all 

the sexually immoral. 5Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, 

“Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” 6So we say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What 

can mere mortals do to me?”  
 

John 16:33 (NIV) “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take 

heart! I have overcome the world.” 

 

 

 

Questions for discussion at home and in your life groups: 
Companion Passages: John 5:17, 5:19-20; Romans 8:28-29; Ephesians 2:8-10 

 

1. How would you describe God, how He works, and His purposes? 

2. In what ways is God at work to shape your character for His purposes? 

3. In what ways are you encouraged that God is at work and has a plan? In what specific area do you struggle to 

believe that God is at work and has a plan? 

4. What routines do you have in your life to keep you alert to God’s work around you? 

 

 
Scripture quotations marked NIV are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version. Copyright 1978 by New York International Bible Society. 


