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Who We Are: SCMD 
 

Review: 
 The Big Picture: following Christ, being changed by Christ, and being committed to the mission of Christ. 

(Matthew 4:19) 

 Jesus’ process of development: SCMD 

 Shared who He was, connected with those who accepted Him—we do the same! 

 

Jesus came to reveal the truth to us. 

 

God’s View of Mankind: 
 

Psalm 14:2–3 (NIV) 2The LORD looks down from heaven on all mankind to see if there are any who understand, any who seek 

God. 3All have turned away, all have become corrupt; there is no one who does good, not even one. 
 

Isaiah 53:6 (NIV) We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the LORD has laid on him the 

iniquity of us all. 
 

Deuteronomy 9:6 (NIV) Understand, then, that it is not because of your righteousness that the LORD your God is giving you 

this good land to possess, for you are a stiff-necked people. 
 

Romans 3:10–18 (NIV) 10As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one; 11there is no one who understands; there is 

no one who seeks God. 12All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even 

one. 13Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit. The poison of vipers is on their lips. 14Their mouths are full of 

cursing and bitterness. 15Their feet are swift to shed blood; 16ruin and misery mark their ways, 17and the way of peace they do not 

know. 18There is no fear of God before their eyes.”  

 

Jesus Addressed the Jewish Perspective: 
 

Matthew 5:27–29 (NIV) 27“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But I tell you that anyone who 

looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge 

it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell.  

 

Jesus’ Point: 
 The gospel is about a loving God who ministers to the need of His creation. 
 A question: if I were to ask you “Why should God let you into heaven?” ...what would you say? Your answer 

reveals whether you understand salvation. 

 We have a ministering, grace giving, merciful God who wants relationship with us! 

 

John 3:16–18 (NIV) 16For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 

perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through 

him. 18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have 

not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.  
 

Things to Remember: 
 

God is a ministering God. 
 

John 13:12–13 (NIV) — 12When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you 

understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13“You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 

 
 



God is changing us into ministers. 
 God gave us His Son (the living example of God) as an example. 

 He has given us His Holy Spirit to make us ministering people. 

 He has given us the Word to show us what transformation looks like in the life of people—the apostles, John, 

the sons of thunder, the disciple of love, etc. 

 

John 13:13-17 (NIV) 14Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15I 

have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, 

nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 
 

Romans 8:29 (NIV) For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the 

firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 
 

1 Corinthians 11:1 (NIV) Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.  
 

Who we minister to… 
 We worship, and minister/serve Him. 

 We minister and serve Him by loving those He loves. 

 We even minister to ourselves because that also shows love to God. 

 

The attitude of a minister: 
 

Philippians 2:3–8 (NIV) 3Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 
4not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. 5In your relationships with one another, have the 

same mindset as Christ Jesus: 6Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his 

own advantage; 7rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8And 

being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death— even death on a cross!  

 

So what are the characteristics of a minister? 

 Humility: considering others as valuable. 

 Humility (part 2): willingness to be coached and led. 

 Willing to meet others needs; they are more important than our rights. Willingness to be treated like a servant. 

 Willing to serve even when we don’t get something from it now—being committed. 

 

The benefits of being a servant? 
 Growth 

 Part of something with others 

 God’s pleasure in your work 

 A part of something eternal 

 

Acts 20:35 (NIV) In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering 

the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ 

 

 

Questions to ponder and discuss at home and in your life group: 
1. As you think of Jesus’ life, how do you see Him modeling serving and ministering? 

2. How have you experienced God ministering to you? 

3. When have you ministered to others? Or when have others ministered to you? 

4. What do you do to help yourself grow in considering others and meeting their needs? Be intentional and aware 

of that this week. 

5. What practical action step will you take in response to what God is showing you? 

 

 
Scripture quotations marked NIV are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version. Copyright 1978 by New York International Bible Society. 


