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Hijacked: Part 4 

Review 

 The word is a light to our path. (Psalm 119:105) 

 The word is spiritual food. (Matthew 4:4) 

 The word is a sword. (Ephesians 6:18) 

 The devil is a liar and murder. (John 8:44) 

 

Remember the Acronym  

Literal principle     Illumination principle     Grammatical principle     Historical principle 

Teaching ministry principle     Scriptural harmony principle 

 Not necessarily taken in order 

 Questions to start with: What does it mean to God? What do I do with what it says? (Application) 

 Remember context is king (read the verses in context)! 

 

The Hijacked Verse: 

Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV) “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm 

you, plans to give you hope and a future.  

 

The Hijacked Meaning: 

 I have good plans for you, and I will bring you prosperity now and in this life, if you just have faith. 

 It’s about the here and now, and the physical good in this life. 

 The prosperity gospel has resulted in a view of money and health if you have faith. 

 Run from any from of what you consider bad—this isn’t good, so get out. 

 

How does the devil use this?  

 The devil loves us to doubt the promises God has made. 

 The devil loves us to believe in promises God has not made. 

 The result of believing in things that God hasn’t promised… 

 

Remember: 

 The right question is not what it means to you, it is “What does God mean, and how do I apply it?” 

 Context is King! 

 Who is speaking and to whom? What, when, why, where questions. 

 What is happening? It’s written to a situation. 

 

The bigger picture: 

 The history of Israel: the Split after Solomon 

 The prophets sent and rejected 

 Israel destroyed by Assyria 

 Judah warned by the prophets—Jeremiah’s warning 

 Now Babylon (the story of Daniel) 

 Jeremiah sends this letter to the Jews who have been captured and are in exile 

 

Jeremiah 29:1–15 

               

               

                

                
 

 



Who is speaking? Jeremiah 

Who is he speaking to? To the exiled Jews who have been captured by Babylon  

 

The whole context of the letter: 
 You are in exile and will continue to be for the next seventy years. 

 You are being disciplined—accept it faithfully. 

 Pray for and serve your enemies. Persevere and endure joyfully. 

 False prophets are going to come and tell you God will rescue you now and those at home can save you—no. 

 

Important concepts in this passage: 
 

A. I know the plans I have for you (the Jewish nation)  

 God’s perspective is big picture. 

 Time goes by, but He knows the future. He knew exactly how long they would be in exile. 

 He knows all the factors in play. 

 He had made promises to Abraham and to the rest—Moses, David. 

 The Messiah would come and eventually crush Satan. 

 

Does this mean God doesn’t care for us personally, as individuals? 

Psalm 139:13–18, Matthew 10:29–32 

 

B. Plans to prosper you  

 God’s idea of good, of prosperity, is different than ours. 

 He cares about our eternal good rather than our temporary good. 

 He cares about our soul more than our physical body 

Proverbs 30:8–9, Deuteronomy 8:10–18, Matthew 6:19–20 

 

C. Plans to give you a future  

 Immediate future 

 Eternal future 

 Eventually the Messiah will come, and the Millennial Kingdom (1000 year reign) 

 Eventually we will have treasure in heaven, and there will be a new heaven and a new earth. 

 

So what do we really take out of this passage?  

 Remember the devil loves us to claim promises God doesn’t make. 

 False teachers are going to come. 

 The prosperity gospel is one of those lies we are to guard against. 

 It leads to disappointment, doubt, shame, and separation. 

 Jesus has always claimed that this world is a struggle. 

 God is a promise keeper. He did what He promised through Jeremiah, and He will do what He promised 

through His Son, Jesus. 

John 16:33, 2 Timothy 3:12–14, Romans 8:22–24 

 

Questions to ponder and discuss at home and in your life group: 
1. What have you understood Jeremiah 29:11 to mean? How does using LIGHTS (and the sermon) change your 

understanding? 

2. From what you heard, what are you discovering (or remembering) about God's heart, yourself, and the world 

we live in? 

3. Context is king. Ask who, what, where, when, why, and how. These are the tools for discovering the historical 

context. How will you use these this week? 

4. What questions or processes are you learning to use as you read the Bible or listen to a sermon? 

5. What do you want to remember from this sermon or series? With whom will you share it? 

 
Scripture quotations marked NIV are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version. Copyright 1978 by New York International Bible Society.  


