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OUTstanding 
 

Introduction: 
 Review the 1 & 2 Peter series: foreigners 

 Just reaffirming Jesus’ mandate—the mission 

 Matthew 28:19 tells us to make disciples, both baptizing and teaching 

 Our vision statement and mission statement 

 We exist to reach the world for Jesus one person at a time 

 We will make biblical disciples in relational environments 
 

1 Peter 2:9 (NIV) But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, 

that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.  

 

Jesus’ words: 

Matthew 5:3–16 (NIV) 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4Blessed are 

those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 5Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 7Blessed are the mer-

ciful, for they will be shown mercy. 8Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 9Blessed are the 

peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 10Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 

righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute 

you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12Rejoice and be glad, because great is 

your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 13You are 

the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good 

for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 14You are the light of the world. A town 

built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they 

put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine be-

fore others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.  

 

1. Notice there is a difference between the world’s way of thinking and a disciple’s. 
 The world often praises the proud. 

 Those who rejoice for what they have now—they rejoice over sin. 

 The world lives for now—the physical. 

 The world loves to accuse, judge, point out the broken, and the mistakes 

 We are drawn to a fight. Bored people look for drama. 

 Followers look different. They are living for the applause of heaven, and see the big picture. 

 

2. Notice all of this can lead to persecution. 
What kind of persecution? Physical, emotional, and spiritual. 

 

2 Timothy 3:12–13 (NIV) 12In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be perse-

cuted, 13while evildoers and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 
 

2 Peter 2:4–9 (NIV) 4For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them 

in chains of darkness to be held for judgment; 5if he did not spare the ancient world when he brought the 

flood on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven others; 6if he 

condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning them to ashes, and made them an example of 

what is going to happen to the ungodly; 7and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man, who was distressed by 

the depraved conduct of the lawless 8(for that righteous man, living among them day after day, 

was tormented in his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he saw and heard)—9if this is so, then the 

Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials and to hold the unrighteous for punishment on the day of 

judgment. [emphasis added] 

 
 



3. The purpose of believers: salt and light. 
 

A. Salt makes you thirsty for something different  

 Taste—it gives life flavor. 

 It is a preservative—preserves good in the world. 

 

B. The light.... 

 ...illuminates the truth and what is really happening. 

 Notice our purpose is to be the light. The light exposes the enemy. 

 How? Good deeds. 

 

1 Peter 3:13–16 (NIV) 13Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14But even if you should 

suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” 15But in your 

hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16keeping a clear conscience, so 

that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.  

 

4. The warning imbedded: Salt losing its saltiness; don’t put a light under a bowl. 
 Jesus’ warning: don’t lose your purpose—your function. 

 Many won’t want to stand out for the right reasons. 

 On one side, Christians will become those who stand out the wrong way. 

 On the other, they won’t want to stand out at all. 

 

Colossians 3:1–4 (NIV) 1Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, 

where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 
3For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ, who is your life, appears, 

then you also will appear with him in glory.  

 

 

 

This summer, here are some positive ways we can be light to the world: 
 Focus on the hope we have in Jesus—and stay focused. 

 See a need and meet it! 

 Look for the outcast, and become a friend. 

 

 

 

Questions to ponder and discuss at home and in your life group: 
1. What passage will you meditate on this coming week? How will you abide in your relationship with 

Jesus this week?  

2. What stood out to you about God, people, or the world?  

3. What challenged your thinking and perspective? How do you want to respond?  

4. How does what you are understanding impact your relationship with God? Or with your family? Or 

those in your life group? Or people you work/do business with?  

5. What was for you from this message? What, from this message, is God pressing upon you to share 

with someone else?  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Scripture quotations marked NIV are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version. Copyright 1978 by New York International Bible Society. 


