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Christmas Eve 

The Journey 

                

                

                 
 

The Christmas Story reveals the author, in person: Jesus is the Messiah, the Lord. 
 

What made Mary highly favored? Faith. Faith looks like trust, surrender, and faithfulness. 

 To deal with God, you will have to have faith because… 

                

                

                

                 
 

Luke 1:26–28 (NIV) 26In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27to 

a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28The angel went to 

her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”  
 

Luke 2:9–14 (NIV) 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11Today in the 

town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 

wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God 

and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
 

Faith gives you Hope: Once you understand who He is and what He can do, it gives you hope. 

 God keeps His promises no matter what the enemy, and the world, tries to do. 

 Hope-filled eyes: We don’t see things as the rest of the world does. Why? 

                

                

                 
 

Because God loves us. Don’t be afraid—a Savior has been born. 
 

John 3:16 (NIV) For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 

perish but have eternal life. 
 

Matthew 1:23 (NIV) “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means 

“God with us”). 

 The angel, in his interaction with Mary, starts with God’s desire from the beginning, using a quote from Isaiah 7:14. 

 A savior is born to you. He is Christ the Lord, Savior and Lord (not just Savior). 
 

Luke 2:14 (NIV) “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom His favor rests.” 

 Jesus comes into the world and peace is offered. 

 God’s choice was to send a savior, but He is Messiah the Lord. 

                

                

                 
 

That choice determined the future for all of us. What will you do with Jesus? 
 

 



Luke 2:25–35 (NIV) 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the 

consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before 

he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus 

to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 29“Sovereign Lord, as 

you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 30For my eyes have seen your salvation, 31which you have 

prepared in the sight of all nations: 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.” 33The child’s father 

and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is 

destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35so that the thoughts 

of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

 

The choice revealed again: Will we be saved from the penalty of death, from our own rebellion? 
 

John 1:4–8 (NIV) 4In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

has not overcome it. 6There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify concerning that 

light, so that through him all might believe. 8He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 
 

John 3:19–21 (NIV) 19This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their 

deeds were evil. 20Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 
21But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the 

sight of God. 

                

                

                 
 

The qualities needed for the journey: see Paul’s summation in 1 Corinthians 13. 

 Paul, after his journey, made a statement that defined what he had learned at Holy Spirit’s direction. 

 Knowing the Christmas story, the Life of Jesus, and his own experience, he shared what we would need to make it. 

                 

                

                 
 

1 Corinthians 13:12–13 (NIV) 12For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I 

know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 13And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But 

the greatest of these is love. 
 

As a result of understanding God’s love, it gives us faith and hope. We love God, and we trust Him. He is a good, 

Saving King of love. This gives us hope, and we love Him and others in return. 

                

                

                 
  

The candle: It’s long been a symbol. 

 

Passages for Life Group Discussion 
Week 4: God demonstrates His love by sending His son—first as a sacrifice, later to return as King.  

Key Idea: J esus’ bir th is the fulfillment of a promise made in the Garden. It demonstrates the depth and 

intensity of God’s love.  

Passage: Luke 2:1-20; John 3:16; Romans 5:8  

1. What does Christmas mean to you?  

2. Share a time when you experienced sacrifice because of love? (You may have seen an example, been on the 

receiving end, or demonstrated it.) What do you remember about the experience?  

3. What are you learning about, and growing in understanding of, God’s love for you and others?  

4. Who in your life, family, or sphere of influence needs what Jesus offers in faith, hope, and love? Ask God what your 

part is in demonstrating God’s love to them. 

 
All scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version. Copyright 1978 by New York International Bible Society. [emphasis added] 


