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Living as If (1 Peter 4) 
 
Review – Foreigners  
Living as people of the King.  Humble and submissive to government, work and home. 
1 Peter 1:1 (NIV)  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout 
the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia... 
1 Peter 2:11–13 (NIV)   Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful 
desires, which wage war against your soul. 12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, 
though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the 
day he visits us. 13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to 
the emperor, as the supreme authority...  
 
Peter struggling against trials.   

1 Peter 3,4 External struggles 
Remember we are to look like the King. 
1 Peter 4:1–2 (NIV)  Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the 
same attitude, because whoever suffers in the body is done with sin. 2 As a result, they do not 
live the rest of their earthly lives for evil human desires, but rather for the will of God.  
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
Sacrificial love means dying to self and the world (Mothers are the best 
example) 

A mature disciple understands the first battle is internal 
Loving others as you do yourself 
Putting the interests of others above yourself (Phil.2) 

Luke 9:23–25 (NIV)  Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 
themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save their life 
will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it. 25 What good is it for someone to gain 
the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self?  
Romans 8:22–25 (NIV)  We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of 
childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits 
of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of 
our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes 



for what they already have? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it 
patiently.  
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
Ongoing grace  
1 Peter 4:7–11 (NIV)  The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that 
you may pray. 8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 
9 Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10 Each of you should use whatever gift you 
have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. 11 If 
anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, 
they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised 
through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
1. Above all, LOVE!  It’s choice not a feeling. 
2. Love without grumbling. Offer hospitality without expectation. 
3. Acknowledge you have a gift. (not supernatural gift but spiritual gift) Eph. 2:10  
4. Steward it well. (it was given to you by the Holy Spirit for His purposes)  
5. Gods plan is to give grace through others to you, and likewise you to others.  

People are a part of Gods grace delivery system (not saving grace but grace in life, 
ongoing love in tangible forms) 

When we isolate ourselves we are doing so to our own demise and stealing what God had 
intended for others through you 

We might be saying, “I have no gift”. This is in disagreement with God and is a lack of 
trust and faith. 

We are withholding for ourselves the gift given for others. 
 
Ephesians 2:10 (NLT)  For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so 
we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.  
 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
______________________________ 
 
 
What areas of your life have changed since you started trusting God? (What has stopped or 



started?) 
When you wrestle with denying yourself for the sake of God and others how do you manage to 

do that? 
Love is a choice to put the concerns of others first, and offer forgiveness. With whom do you get 

to practice that this week? What will it look like? 
God has given each of us gifts to serve others and express His grace to each other. How has God 

gifted you?(If you are not sure:  - Pray - Look at what you do instinctively. - Ask others 
what they see in you. – Start serving in an area of need and interest) 

Where are you serving others for God’s glory? Who can you invite to serve with you? (If you are 
not yet serving, what step will you take to start?) 
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