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Living as if... 1 Peter 3:1-7 
 

 

Review: What does it look like to live as if Jesus raised from the dead? 
 We are God’s foreigners, dispersed and scattered. (1 Peter 1:1) 

 Parts of the Kingdom of Heaven 

 What made us foreigners? The new birth, the indwelled by the Holy Spirit (1 Peter 1:3) 

 

 

We are a Holy Nation, a living temple; we fit together. 
 

1 Peter 2:4–5 (KJV 1900) 4To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious, 
5Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by 

Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Remember the enemy of a Kingdom and a relational community, a living temple: Pride. 
 Remember we are fighting a war—an inner war, a cultural war, a spiritual war. 
 As we move into this next section, the war of pride is seen here. 

 Which do we look more like, Jesus or Lucifer? 

 Pride in the form of “I am better than you” or Pride in the form of self-protection? 

 

1 Peter 2:11 (NIV) Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your 

soul.  

 

Humility is a growing characteristic of a follower of Jesus. (Philippians 2) 
 Matthew 5:5, Matthew 11:28-30, Ephesians 4:1-3 

 

Humility plays out everywhere, including later on in the church, but let’s look at the progression: 
 

1.  As a citizen of an earthly kingdom: 
 None of us live in the kind of world Peter was living in. 

 

1 Peter 2:12–15 (NIV) 12Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your 

good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 13Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether 

to the emperor, as the supreme authority, 14or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend 

those who do right. 15For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish people. 

 

2.  As an employee—a slave: 
 None of us have it like slaves at that time 

 Notice a servant in action and in heart 

 We do what we do as unto the Lord 

 

1 Peter 2:18–21 (NIV) 18Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your masters, not only to those who are good and 

considerate, but also to those who are harsh. 19For it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain of unjust suffering be-

cause they are conscious of God. 20But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you 

suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 21To this you were called, because Christ suffered for 

you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 

 

3.  As a family member (organized according to His plan, like the church). Context: 
 Women were on the low end of the totem pole in Hebrew culture. 

 Women were at the high end of the totem pole in the Gentile culture. 

 Many of the women were married to unbelievers. 

 

 



1 Peter 3:1–7 (NIV) 1Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word, they 

may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives, 2when they see the purity and reverence of your lives. 3Your beauty should 

not come from outward adornment, such as elaborate hairstyles and the wearing of gold jewelry or fine clothes. 4Rather, it should be that of 

your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight. 5For this is the way the holy women of 

the past who put their hope in God used to adorn themselves. They submitted themselves to their own husbands, 6like Sarah, who obeyed 

Abraham and called him her lord. You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not give way to fear. 7Husbands, in the same way be 

considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so 

that nothing will hinder your prayers. 
 

Ephesians 5:21–33 

 

To the wives—notice: 
A. God has placed everything in order—are we surrendered to His design and will? 

 Not order of value but orderly so there can be unity and direction. 

 

Galatians 3:26–28 (NIV) 26So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27for all of you who were baptized into 

Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and fe-

male, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

 

B. Wives are called to respect and submit to the authority of their husbands. 

 This does not mean becoming a doormat. 

 God’s word calls you a help mate. 

 You help best when you share the wisdom and giftings God has given you. (Genesis 2:20) 

 

C. Notice the behavior of a Spirit filled wife: 

 Purity 

 Reverence 

 Inner beauty 

 Gentle and quiet spirit (peaceable/at peace spirit) 

 Not giving into fear—afraid that you will be unprotected—used up. 

 

To the husbands—notice: 
A. Remember your wife has equal value in God’s sight. 

 She has a different role but equal value. 

 

B. Being considerate, understanding her needs, gifts, and abilities. 

 

C. Remember how you treat your wife affects your relationship with God. 

 

D. Real leadership—sacrificial love. 

 Giving what she needs, not just what she wants. 

 Putting her in the place to play the specific part of the team she has been given. 

 Facilitating abilities. 

 Prioritizing God’s will. 

 Leadership is about responsibility, not privilege. 

 

This is all impossible if our flesh rules in our lives. Walking by the Spirit produces Spiritual fruit. 

 

Questions to ponder and discuss: 
 

1. Choose a passage to meditate on this week. 

2. When you think of Jesus and humility, what comes to mind? In your life, who has been an example of that to you? 

3. What keeps resonating with you about who you are in Christ and how that affects how you live in this world? 

4. How does remembering who you are in Christ impact how you view your role in your marriage? How does it impact how 

you view your spouse? 

5. This week, what could you adjust in how you think or act to align yourself more to what God says through 

Peter? How will you intentionally live as if Jesus is alive in your marriage, home, and work?  
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