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Encounter—God in Worship  
 
 

Review: encountering God in Prayer. 
 The Lord’s prayer is not a formula. 

 It’s a process of moving to His perspective and choosing to walk in the faith. 

 We need it as a guard rail for our prayer life, or encouragement to move in a certain direction. It’s not supposed to 

make us feel guilty. 

 

Encounter Part Two: Encountering God in Worship  
 God expects worship—why? We were made by Him and for Him. (Colossians 1:15, Romans 1) 

 What is worship? It is an expression of reverence and adoration to God. 

 In our culture, if I ask you “how did worship go?” what would you think I was referring to? 

 There are two forms of worship spoken of in scripture: Individual and Corporate. 

 

Jeremiah 2:5–6 (NIV) 5This is what the LORD says: “What fault did your ancestors find in me, that they strayed so far from me? 

They followed worthless idols and became worthless themselves. 6They did not ask, ‘Where is the LORD, who brought us up out 

of Egypt and led us through the barren wilderness, through a land of deserts and ravines, a land of drought and utter darkness, a 

land where no one travels and no one lives?’ 
 

We worship because of how we see God—Do we see God for who He is? 
 Not unless we know God—who He really is. 

 He is Holy and Merciful! (Isaiah 6:19) 

 

Revelation 5:6–14 (NIV) 6Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing at the center of the throne, encircled by the four 

living creatures and the elders. The Lamb had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7He 

went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne. 8And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty

-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of 

God’s people. And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with 

your blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe and language and people and nation. 10You have made them to be a 

kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.” 11Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering 

thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. 12In a loud 

voice they were saying: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and 

praise!” 13Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, saying: “To him who 

sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!” 14The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and 

the elders fell down and worshiped. (emphasis added) 
 

We worship because of how God sees us. 
 Vs 9: He valued us so much that Jesus became the lamb. 

 He made us to be a kingdom of priests. (1 Peter 2:9) 

 See 1 Peter 2:9 

 Simon—American Idol or the little girl—my children? 

 

There are two contexts for worship—God gets to decide how He wants to be worshipped. 
 

1. Individual Worship: To worship God wherever we go; obedience in action. 
 The Lord’s prayer acknowledges who He is. 

 We kneel—a posture of reverence and humility. 

 We praise God for what He has done. 

 We read scripture and pray it. 

 We give—specifically to what He cares about. 

 We worship by serving others. 

 
 



John 4:19–24 (NIV) 19“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but 

you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21“Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming 

when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You Samaritans worship what you do not know; 

we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true wor-

shipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24God is spirit, and 

his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”  

 

Mark 7:6–8 (NIV) 6He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written: “ ‘These people hon-

or me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 7They worship me in vain; their teachings are merely human rules.’ 8You 

have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to human traditions.”  

 

Romans 12:1–2 (NIV) 1Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacri-

fice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be trans-

formed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and per-

fect will.  
 

2. Corporate Worship 
 What does God like to hear? 

 The psalms are written for the worship of God by His people. 

 

Psalm 22:3 (KJV) But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel. 
 

Psalm 95:1–7 (NIV) 1Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 2Let us come before 

him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song. 3For the LORD is the great God, the great King above all gods. 4In his 

hand are the depths of the earth, and the mountain peaks belong to him. 5The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the 

dry land. 6Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the LORD our Maker; 7for he is our God and we are the people 

of his pasture, the flock under his care. Today, if only you would hear his voice,  
 

Ephesians 5:17–20 (NIV) 17Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is. 18Do not get drunk on wine, 

which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit, 19speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the 

Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, 20always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

 

Worship goals to help us encounter God and to change us:  
 Personal worship—quiet time where we reverence the Lord. 

 Let’s make worship a part of our lives both individually and corporately. 

 Let’s encourage worship— “come let us ...” 

 Worship is not a feeling; it’s God doing His work in you, and it’s you and me surrendering. 

 

 

Response Questions: 
1.   Listening to the sermon, is there a type of worship that is new to you? 

2.   What scripture is challenging your previous beliefs about or expectations of worship? 

3. Looking at the scriptures this week, do you have an accurate view of who God is and how He sees you? 

            a. What steps do you need to take to reshape your understanding of worship, who God is, or how He sees you?       

            b. Share you plan with someone, and let them know how you are growing. 

4.   What are the ways you worship that draw you closest to God? 

5. How, specifically, will you worship God this week? Try something new! 
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