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Mark (Part 2) 
 

Review: 
 There are devotions tied in to this study; don’t step back this summer. 
 Mark wrote for Peter. 
 Mark was around before, during, and after Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection. 
 He was a believer who failed, but returned, with the help of Barnabas. 
 Remember Peter is Andrew’s brother, and Andrew was a disciple of John the Baptist. 
 

Context: Mark is writing the story of Jesus. This story changed his whole life, including his religion, and took his 
life. Like Paul said: 
 Judaism has prophesied a coming Messiah who will save Israel. 
 The Jews did not see the “suffering Messiah” passages. 
 Mark would be part of something that would bring animosity toward himself and other Christians. 
 This gospel (of Mark) is directed toward the Romans—it’s fast acting and power-filled. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:14–21 14And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 15More than that, we 
are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not 
raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. 16For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. 17And if Christ 
has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 18Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 19If 
only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 20But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, 
the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also 
through a man.  
 

Peter and Mark start with why they and the disciples believed... 
 

Credential 1: The Old Testament prophecies about John the Baptist and the Messiah. 
 The last Old Testament prophet would come and announce the Messiah (prepare the way). 

 

Mark 1:1–8 1The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God, 2as it is written in Isaiah the prophet: “I 
will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way”— 3“a voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way 
for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’” 4And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing 
their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his 
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7And this was his message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of 
whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 

Old Testament prophecies: 
Isaiah 40:1–5 1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her hard 
service has been completed, that her sin has been paid for, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 3A 
voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4Every 
valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain. 5And 
the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it together. For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
 

Malachi 3:1–4 1“I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will 
come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the Lord Almighty. 2But who can endure 
the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. 3He will sit as a 
refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the Lord will have men who will 
bring offerings in righteousness, 4and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the Lord, as in days gone by, as 
in former years.  
 

Credential 2: God’s voice (Identification) from heaven declares, “This is my Son.” 
 

Mark 1:9–11 9At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10Just as Jesus was 
coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11And a voice came from 
heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”  
 

Credential 3: The Supernatural authority of Jesus demonstrated in miracles and power. 
 

Mark 1:29–34 29As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John to the home of Simon and Andrew. 
30Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they immediately told Jesus about her. 31So he went to her, took her hand 
and helped her up. The fever left her and she began to wait on them. 32That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the 
sick and demon-possessed. 33The whole town gathered at the door, 34and Jesus healed many who had various diseases. He also 
drove out many demons, but he would not let the demons speak because they knew who he was. 
 

 



The corresponding Old Testament prophecy about Jesus: 
Isaiah 29:18 In that day the deaf will hear the words of the scroll, and out of gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind will see.  
 

Credential 4: The defeat His enemy, and the battle becomes visible. 
 

He defeats the devil’s temptation/lies, the devil’s game, and the temptation to sin. 
 The same game in the garden of Eden: mistrust God and decide for yourself instead of trusting what God says about 

Himself and you. 
 This time, Jesus defeats the devil. He trusts God. 
 If Jesus fails, it would be the ultimate win for the devil and the ultimate defeat for God. 
 If Jesus sins, He cannot pay for our sin. 
 

Mark 1:12–13 12At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, 13and he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by 
Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him.  
 

See also Matthew 4:1–11 
 

Jesus releases those captured by the devil—He casts out demons. 
Mark 1:21–28 21They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach. 22The 
people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law. 23Just then a 
man in their synagogue who was possessed by an impure spirit cried out, 24“What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have 
you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!” 25“Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” 26The 
impure spirit shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek. 27The people were all so amazed that they asked each 
other, “What is this? A new teaching—and with authority! He even gives orders to impure spirits and they obey him.” 28News 
about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee. 
 

Remember that Jesus came to set the captives free. His plan? 
 The cross: dying for our sins, freeing us from the penalty of sin. 
 The disciples: we are joining Him in His battle to fight for the souls of men. 
 

Matthew 16:18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 
overcome it.  
 

2 Timothy 2:23–26 23Don’t have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels. 
24And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. 25Opponents must be 
gently instructed, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 26and that they will 
come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will. 
 

So we as believers understand our mission is to set captives free from the enemy. 
Ephesians 6:10–14 10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take 
your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13Therefore put on 
the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done 
everything, to stand. 14Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in 
place, 

                
                
                 
 

Takeaways: 
 The story is true and changed Mark’s life. Just look at the Credentials. 
 The Lord identified the battle! 
 

Questions for your devotional time and conversations with others: 
1.   What stood out to you from the sermon?       
  a.    What’s your response to what you heard?   

As you read/listen to Mark 2:13 - 3:35, be thinking about:  
2.   What does Jesus do? Who is with Him? Who is watching?  
3.   What are you discovering about Jesus, people, who God is, and the way He works? 
4.   What are you discovering about you, your own walk with Jesus, and life? 
5.   Choose a verse or passage to meditate on (think about throughout the day). 
 
 

The Pursuit – The Book of Mark Reading Plan 
 

May 20-May 26: Mark 2:13-3:35          May 27-June 2: Mark 4:1-5:43          June 3-June 9: Mark 6:1-52 
 

Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version. Copyright 1978 by New York International Bible Society. [emphasis added] 


