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EXPLORING the Book of 1 JOHN 
Chapter	4	-	Week	4	

	

1.	Caption	–	 	
What	are	some	of	the	Captions	you	came	up	with	for	chapter	4?	

	

	
Introduction	-		

• Chapter	2	we	saw	John	contrast	_________	and	_________	he	also	contrasted	the	children	of	________	and	
the	children	of	__________.		

• Chapter	3	he	contrasted	_________	and	____________.		
• Chapter	4	he	is	contrasting	the	Spirit	of	_________	with	the	Spirit	of	the	_______________	,		

and	the	Spirit	of	_________	with	the	Spirit	of	_________.		
	

Test	the	Spirits	-	Verses	1-3	
1Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets 
have gone out into the world. 2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus 
Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit 
of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.  
 

• There	is	an	un-seen	spirit	world	and	that	world	is	made	up	of	both	________	and	________	spirits.	Hebrews	1:14	
• There	are	evil	spirits	whose	purposes	are	to	spread	_______	and	__________	in	order	to	draw	people	away	from												

the	truth	of	the	Word,	the	message	of	God,	the	Gospel.	Ephesians	6:12	
	

• We	are	to	test	the	spirits	because	there	are	many	__________					____________.		
• A	prophet	is	not	just	someone	who	speaks	the	future	but	one	who	___________			___________			______			______.		
Deut	18:22;	Deut	13:1–5;	1	Cor	12:1–3;	Matt	7:15;	24:11,	24;	Mark	13:21–23;	Acts	20:28–30;	2	Pet	2:1–22;	Jude	4–19	

	
• We	need	to	be	aware	that	demonic	activity,	spirits	of	lies,	can	penetrate	our	_____________.		
• We	must	always	evaluate	the	message	and	the	messenger	against	the	_________			___				______.	2	Peter	1:21		

	
• The	Docetists	believed	that	Jesus	only	seemed	to	have	a	physical	body	but	that	He	was	actually	a	_________	or	

____________.		
	
ADDITIONAL	NOTES:	
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Test	the	Spirits	-	Verses	4	
4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in 
the world.  
	

• Satan	tries	to	_______,	__________	and	__________	and	the	world	is	his	domain.		
• Satan,	_______________	and	all	the	___________			_______________	are	no	match	for	God.		

	
ADDITIONAL	NOTES:	

	
	
	
	

Test	the	Spirits	-	Verses	5-6	
5 They are from the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are from 
God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the 
Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood.  
 

• First	we	look	at	what	they	are	saying,	then	the	________________	of	those	who	listen	to	them.		
• This	is	how	we	know	the	_____________			___			__________	from	the	_____________			___			_________________,	

the	Spirit	of	Truth	from	the	spirit	of	lies.	
	
ADDITIONAL	NOTES:	

	
	
	
	
	
	

Love	others	because	God	loves	you	-	Verses	7-10 
7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 
8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his 
one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us 
and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  
	

• The	love	John	is	speaking	of	is	____________	or	__________	love,	love	that	is	unconditional.		
• We	can	only	love	unconditionally	when	we	are	___________			_____________	and	have	the	___________			

___________	working	in	us	and	through	us.		
	

• John	says	that	the	ultimate	expression	of	“_______			___			________”	is	that	“He	sent	his	one	and	only	Son	into	the	
world	that	we	might	live	through	Him.”	John	3:16;	1	John	3:16		

	
• John	starts	out	talking	about	the	________________,	Jesus	coming	in	the	flesh,	His	birth.		
• Now	he	shifts	to	talking	about	the	________________,	Jesus’	sacrifice	on	the	cross,	His	death.		

	
ADDITIONAL	NOTES:	
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God	manifested	in	love	-	Verses	11-13	
11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one 
another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has 
given us of his Spirit. 

• If	God	loved	us	without	us	loving	Him	we	“ought”	to	love	_____________	even	if	they	don’t	love	us.		

	

• “tetheatai”	means	to	carefully	observe	or	use	close	scrutiny,	we	get	our	word	___________	from	it.	

• Nobody	has	ever	“seen”	God	in	his	___________,	_________	or	___________	in	person.		

	
• The	love	we	have	for	each	other	will	be	evidence	that	the	_________			___________	is	living	in	us.	
• The	word	complete	or	perfected	translates	as	“_________________			_____			__________.”		
• Knowing	the	Holy	Spirit	is	dwelling	in	us	is	our	_____________	that	we	are	part	of	the	family	of	God.	Romans	8:16	

	
ADDITIONAL	NOTES:	

	
	
	
	
	
	

Love	others	because	God	lives	in	you	-	Verses	14-17 
 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that 
Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. 16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is 
love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 17 This is how love is made complete among us so that we will have 
confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. 
 

• The	Father	sent	the	_______			___			_____			________	to	be	the	Savior	and	He	had	sinners	in	mind	when	He	did	it.	

Colossians	1:13-1	
 

• You	confess	the	one	in	whom	you’ve	_____________.	Romans	10:9	
• Our	faith	and	knowledge	of	God	grow	when	we	__________	in	His	love.		

	
• By	God	dwelling	in	us	we	then	dwell	in	________			________	and	in	Him.	John	17:26		

	
• Perfect	love	led	a	_________			________	to	give	His	Son	to	come	down	to	earth	and	be	born	a	man.		
• Perfect	love	led	____________to	the	cross	to	look	upon	a	sinful,	guilty,	dying	world	and	become	sin	and	die	on	the	

cross	in	our	place.		
• Perfect	love	provided	a	way	for	us	to	be	_________________	back	to	the	Father	so	that	we	could	spend	eternity	

with	Him	through	Jesus	Christ	His	Son.	
	

• The	____________	work	of	Jesus	has	justified	us	before	the	Father	and	given	us	______________	from	judgement.	
	
ADDITIONAL	NOTES:	
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Perfect	love	cast	out	fear	-	Verses	18-21 
 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not 
made perfect in love. 19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother, is a liar. For 
whoever does not love their brother, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 21 And he has given us 
this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother.  
 

• If	God	is	indwelling	you	there	is	no	place	for	fear,	in	fact	they	are	_________________			____________________.		

• “kolasin”	in	the	Greek	is	__________________.		

• This	is	referring	to	an	eternal	punishment	of	the	___________.		

	

• Sometimes	people	read	this	as	“we	love	______	because	He	first	loved	us.”		

	

• Because	we	can’t	see	God	there	is	no	visible	_____________________	of	that	love	that	can	be	proved.		

	
• The	way	you	treat	your	brother	is	really	the	__________as	to	whether	you	really	love	God.	John	13:34-35	

	
ADDITIONAL	NOTES:	
	
	
	
	
	
Conclusion/Take	Away		-		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
6.	Challenges	–		
What	are	some	of	the	Challenges	you	came	up	with	for	chapter	4?	
	
	
9.	Central	Lesson	–		
What	are	some	of	the	Central	Lessons	you	came	up	with	for	chapter	4?	
	
	
	
Application	Questions	-		
	

• What	needs	to	change	in	your	abiding	with	God	to	deepen	your	relationship	with	Him?	
	

• What	needs	to	change	in	your	relationship	with	God	to	allow	his	love	to	reign	in	your	heart?	
	
Homework	–		
Read	and	study	1	John	Chapter	5	with	the	10	C’s	


