
 (Patrick Annotti)                                                                                                                 June 28th & July 1st, 2018 
 

Text in your attendance to # 208.215.7797 Message: lifer7302                    Text to give to RLM, simply text your amount to # 208.714.0026. 

                
                
                
                 
 

Recap: 
 Last week, Jim talked about faith and gave us some practical things to watch out for in our own lives.  

 Watch out for the “Yeast of the Pharisees.” Yeast represented pride and aggression towards the sweetness of our 
relationship with Jesus—both of which are “faith killers” in our lives.  

 

This week:  
 We are going to be challenged whether what we say about Jesus matches what we truly believe about Jesus. 
 
 Two questions to wrestle with this week:  

 Who do I say Jesus is? 

 Who do I believe Jesus is? 
 

 Passage Covered: Mark 8:27-9:13 

                
                
                
                 
 

1.    Jesus asks point blank, “Who do you    that I am?  
 

Mark 8:27-29 27
… “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they told him, “John the Baptist; and others 

say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” 29And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” 
Peter answered him, “You are the Christ. 

 
Context is key here... 
 Jesus asks this question in a geographic location called Caesarea Philippi. 

 Earlier called Panias because it was a place of worship for the god Pan. 
 Well known for things like orgies, bestiality, and even child sacrifice. 
 Also the place of the “Gates of Hades,” which is where it was believed that the god Baal would come and go 

between Hades and the world. 
 No God-fearing Jew would be caught dead in Caesarea Philippi. 

                
                
                
                 
 

2.   I don’t get to define Jesus... 
 

Mark 8:31-38 31And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be 
rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. 
32And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 
 
33But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not 
setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 



34And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would come after me, let 
him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35For whoever would save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save it. 36For what does it profit a man to gain 
the whole world and forfeit his soul? 37For what can a man give in return for his soul? 38For whoever is 
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man 
also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
 

 The fact that Peter begins to rebuke Jesus (vs. 33) tells us that he doesn’t understand or agree with Jesus definition 
of “Messiah.” 

 
 What is Jesus saying here? 

 The world will tell us that we are the most important thing and that our first priority should be our comfort, 
success, well-being etc. The problem with this is that it leads to us being our own god and reduces Jesus (the true 
God) to being our “Cosmic Assistant.” 

 
1 Peter 2:11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, 
which wage war against your soul.  

                
                
                
                 
 

3.   What I believe about Jesus will ultimately be revealed... 
 

Mark 9:2-8 2And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 
mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes became radiant, 
intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, 
and they were talking with Jesus. 5And Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us 
make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 6For he did not know what to say, 
for they were terrified. 7And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is my 
beloved Son; listen to him.” 8And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone with them but 
Jesus only. 

 
 Notice that it is in the moment when the disciples were terrified and didn’t know what to say that again, their belief 

in Who Jesus is was revealed. 

                
                
                
                 
 

Questions for reflection: 
1. Does what I say about Jesus match what I believe about Jesus? 

2. How would I know? 

3. Have I put Jesus in a box that causes me to worship Him only when He does what I think He should? 

4. If so, what do I need to do about this? 
 
 

The Book of Mark Reading Plan: 
 

July 1-July 7: Mark 9:14-50           July 8-July 14: Mark 10:1-52           July 15-July 21: Mark 11-12 
 
 
All scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
 
 


