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Mark, Transformed (Week 9): Leaving the Mountain Top 

                
                
                 
 

Review: 

Mark 7:6-7 (NLT) 6Jesus replied, “You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you, for he wrote, ‘These 
people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 7Their worship is a farce, for they teach man-made 
ideas as commands from God.’” 

 Jesus is transforming us from the inside out and pride, especially religious pride, eats away at genuine faith and 
trust in God. 

 

Mark 8:29 Then he asked them, “But who do you say I am?” Peter replied, “You are the Messiah.” 
 Jesus is the long awaited Messiah, the Son of God. 

 

Mark 9:7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my dearly loved Son. Listen to 
him.” 

 Jesus is transfigured into glorious light before Peter, James, and John. 

                
                
                
                
                 
 
Mark 9:14-50 Life in the Demon-Possessed Valley 

Jesus Heals a Demon-Possessed Boy: the fight against unbelief, and the devil, is still on. 
22The spirit often throws him into the fire or into water, trying to kill him. Have mercy on us and help us, if you can.” 
23“What do you mean, ‘If I can’?” Jesus asked. “Anything is possible if a person believes.” 24The father instantly cried 
out, “I do believe, but help me overcome my unbelief!” … 28Afterward, when Jesus was alone in the house with his 
disciples, they asked him, “Why couldn’t we cast out that evil spirit?” 29Jesus replied, “This kind can be cast out only 
by prayer.” 

 Jesus helps us in our struggle to continue to trust Him. 
 We demonstrate our continued dependence on God through our prayer life. 

                
                
                
                
                 
 

Mark 9:30-32 Jesus predicts His death and resurrection again: He came to disciple and to die. 
30Leaving that region, they traveled through Galilee. Jesus didn’t want anyone to know he was there, 31for he wanted to 
spend more time with his disciples and teach them. He said to them, “The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the 
hands of his enemies. He will be killed, but three days later he will rise from the dead.” 32They didn’t understand what 
he was saying, however, and they were afraid to ask him what he meant. 

 Jesus knows His time is short, so He continues to invest in the disciples. 
 We won’t always understand what God is up to. but He is working for our good, and we can trust Him. 

                
                
                
                
                 
 
 



Mark 9:33-35 The Greatest in the Kingdom: it’s not what you think. 
33After they arrived at Capernaum and settled in a house, Jesus asked his disciples, “What were you discussing out on 
the road?” 34But they didn’t answer, because they had been arguing about which of them was the greatest. 35He sat 
down, called the twelve disciples over to him, and said, “Whoever wants to be first must take last place and be the 
servant of everyone else.” 

 Jesus redefines greatness in His kingdom: child-like faith and humility. 
 Servant-hood is greatness; self promotion is smallness. 

                
                
                
                
                 
 

Mark 9:38-40 Jesus’ team is bigger than we understand; don’t fight against His work. 
38John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone using your name to cast out demons, but we told him to stop because 
he wasn’t in our group.” 39“Don’t stop him!” Jesus said. “No one who performs a miracle in my name will soon be able 
to speak evil of me. 40Anyone who is not against us is for us.  

 Unity doesn’t mean uniformity. 
 We need to stay focused on our part, not “their” part. 

                
                
                
                
                 
 

Mark 9:42-43 Fire is coming; let’s get serious about dealing with our brokenness and sin. 
42But if you cause one of these little ones who trusts in me to fall into sin, it would be better for you to be thrown into 
the sea with a large millstone hung around your neck. 43If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It’s better to enter 
eternal life with only one hand than to go into the unquenchable fires of hell with two hands. 

 Our sin is a big deal because it hurts us and hurts others. 
 Jesus is refining us so our lives honor Him and in that, we can be a blessing to others. 

                
                
                
                
                 
 
 

Questions for your devotional time and conversations with others: 
 What about the sermon challenged or resonated with you?  

a. How will you respond to what God is showing you? 
 

As you read/listen to: Mark 10:1-52 be thinking about:  
 

 What do you see Jesus doing in this chapter? What is He communicating to those around Him?  
 What do you see the people with Him understanding or not understanding?  
 What questions do you have as you read this chapter? 
 What is God showing you about Himself? About you? 
 What difference will it make in your thinking, beliefs, or actions?  

 

The Book of Mark Reading Plan 

 

July 8-July 14: Mark 10:1-52           July 15-July 21: Mark 11 & 12           July 22-July 28: Mark 13:1-37 
 
 

All scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright 1996, 2004. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, IL  60189. 
All rights reserved. 


