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Mark, The End and the Beginning (Week 13) 
 
Review: Things are not what you think. 

 Mark 8:27ff — the Great Confession: Christ came to die. 
 Mark 12:28—the Greatest commandments: Love (what is love) for God and others. 
 Three Buckets: preferential, important, and essential  
 Prophecy is vague on purpose. It’s meant to be understood in hindsight. 

                
                
                 
 

This Week: An unexpected kind of King and Kingdom, and Jerusalem falls. 
 The temple gone? They’re shocked. 
 Two questions: When will this happen? And When do you set up the Kingdom? 
 See Matthew’s Gospel for two questions, also. 

 

Matthew 24:3 (NIV) As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when 
will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” 
 

Mark 13:1–37 (NIV) 1As Jesus was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher! What massive 
stones! What magnificent buildings!” 2“Do you see all these great buildings?” replied Jesus. “Not one stone here will be 
left on another; every one will be thrown down.” 3As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, 
James, John and Andrew asked him privately, 4“Tell us, when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that 
they are all about to be fulfilled?” 

5Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 6Many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and will 
deceive many. 7When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is 
still to come. 8Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places, 
and famines. These are the beginning of birth pains. 

9“You must be on your guard. You will be handed over  to the local councils and flogged in the synagogues. On 
account of me you will stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them. 10And the gospel must first be preached 
to all nations. 11Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do not worry beforehand about what to say. Just say 
whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit. 

12“Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child. Children will rebel against their parents and have them put 
to death. 13Everyone will hate you because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. 

14“When you see ‘the abomination that causes desolation’ standing where it does not belong—let the reader understand—
then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 15Let no one on the housetop go down or enter the house to take 
anything out. 16Let no one in the field go back to get their cloak. 17How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant 
women and nursing mothers! 18Pray that this will not take place in winter, 19because those will be days of distress 
unequaled from the beginning, when God created the world, until now—and never to be equaled again. 

20“If the Lord had not cut short those days, no one would survive. But for the sake of the elect, whom he has chosen, he 
has shortened them. 21At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah!’ or, ‘Look, there he is!’ do not 
believe it. 22For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even 
the elect. 23So be on your guard; I have told you everything ahead of time.  

24“But in those days, following that distress, “ ‘the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; 25the stars 
will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’ 26“At that time people will see the Son of Man coming in 
clouds with great power and glory. 27And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends 
of the earth to the ends of the heavens... 

 

First Answer, for Jerusalem and the Jews: Jesus knew. He prophesied, and He was right. 
 The Messiah will die (be rejected). 
 There will be false messiahs. 
 Jerusalem falls—the Romans destroyed Jerusalem then dismantled Israel/Judah. 

 Look at history. It happened in 66-70 AD and was recorded by secular historians Josephus and Titus. 
 See also the Bar Kohkba revolt in 132 AD, recorded by Hadrian. 

 The abomination refers to temple of Jupiter on the temple mount and was eluding to Antiochus in 167 BC. 
(Daniel 9:24–27) 

 

 



Second Answer, for the future world and Christians: Jesus will be right. 
 False messiahs, wars, persecution, “trouble like never before,” The Abomination (The Anti-Christ), earthquakes 

and stars falling, Then Jesus comes, and Judgment. 
 When (Mark 13:30 is key to understanding) 

                
                
                 
 

Notice God’s agenda: the Gospel must be preached. (verse 10) 
 What is the Gospel of the Kingdom? Jesus is Lord and Savior; accept of the sacrifice and the King. 
 The whole discipleship journey is about reaching the world. Jesus has been preparing the Disciples for their part 

of the mission. 
 Jesus’ Plan A is also us, today. We are disciples who are called on, individually and corporately, to be disciples 

who make disciples. 
 

Mark 13:28-32 (NIV) 28Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that 
summer is near. 29Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that it is near, right at the door. 30Truly I tell you, this generation 
will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 
32But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
 

The purpose throughout is to be alert, on guard, and awake. 
 Jesus makes the point that no one knows the time—only the Father does—so don’t worry about that. Instead, 

worry about working on who you are, what you believe, and what you do during this time. 
 So you are not caught off guard by the unexpected, be on your guard. 

 Those who persevere will be saved. 
 Don’t let Him find you sleeping. Be alert and at work. 

 Why at work? Because of what He has done for me. 
 Why at work? Because God cares for the lost and wants to save them. 

 Live with eternity in mind. 
 

 Verse 5: Watch out and don’t be deceived. Know and stick to the word because false prophets (things taught 
by demons) will become popular. 

 Verse 9: Be on your guard. Be ready to be persecuted, have the r ight expectations, and be ready. 
 Verse 13: Persevere to the End. 
 Verse 33: Again, be on your guard! Be busy about your  Father ’s business. 
 

Mark 13:33-37 (NIV) 33Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. 34It’s like a man going away: He leaves his house 
and puts his servants in charge, each with their assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. 35Therefore keep watch because you 
do not know when the owner of the house will come back—whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. 36If 
he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. 37 What I say to you, I say to everyone: “Watch!” 
 

Notice the parables connected in Matthew (The Ten Virgins and The Good Steward, Matthew 24:45-51) 
 

What’s the motivation for being alert and working? 
 Mark 12:28ff and Matthew 22:37-40 
 Love for God and others. 
 We know how it will end. 
 We know what really matters. 

 

Questions for your devotional time and conversations with others: 
 What was significant to you from the sermon?   
 How do you feel challenged to respond? 

As you read/listen to: Mark 14:1-42, be thinking about:  
1. This action packed chapter has so much happening. What stands out to you? Who do you identify with? 
2. When have you “done what you could” to honor Jesus? What would that look like for you, with your resources?  
3. Describe how you have been impacted by Jesus’ promise of a new covenant through His body and blood. How 

would you explain that to someone else? 
4. What situation could tempt you to disown Jesus? Where is your spirit willing but flesh is weak? How is prayer 

part of your spiritual strength plan?  
5. Spend time thanking Jesus and praising God for what He has done. 

 

The Book of Mark Reading Plan 
July 29-August 4: Mark 14:1-42            August 5-11: Mark 14:53-15:47              August 12-19: Mark 16:1-20 

 

Scripture quotations marked NIV are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version. Copyright 1978 by New York International Bible Society. [emphasis added] 


