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REAL LIFE MINISTRIES  
Biographical Study Method 

Bible Characters 

DAVID 
		~	Review:	

 
1. What was the Main Lesson from Joe’s teaching last week? 

~ The role that women played in the lives and ministry of Jesus, the Disciples, and the early Church was integral 
to their support and development. 

2. What else stood out to you? 
3. Did God reveal anything to you throughout the week because of something you heard last Sunday? 
 

1. Name/Names:		
	

David: Son of Jesse; King David; Sweet Psalmist of Israel 
• Israel’s most important king; represents the epitome of Israel’s power and influence during their OT history. 
• His story is told in 1Sa 16-1 Kings 2:10 
• About half of the biblical psalms are ascribed to David.  
• In the NT, he is identified as an ancestor of Jesus Christ and as a forerunner and archetype of the Messianic King. 

 

2. Bible	References:	
 

Ruth 4:17-22 
1 Samuel 16-31 
2 Samuel 
1 Kings 1:1-2:10 
1 Chronicles 
{Also referred to in thousands of OT & NT passages as the benchmark of Israel’s greatness and messianic future hope} 
Psalms: 76 out of 150! 

(2*, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10**, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 34, 
35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 68, 69, 70, 86, 95***, 101, 103, 
108, 109, 110, 122, 124, 131, 133, 138, 139, 140, 141, 142, 143, 144, 145) 
{* Ps 2 – Acts 4:24-26; ** Ps 10 commonly attributed as a continuation of Ps 9; *** Ps 95 – Heb 4:7} 

Matthew 1:1-17; 12:3; 22:41-46 
Mark 2:25; 12:35-37 
Luke 1:26-33; 6:3-5; 20:41-44 
John 7:42 
Acts 1:15-20; 2:22-36; 4:25-26; 7:45-47; 13:22-237:32-37 
Romans 1:3; 4:6-8; 11:9-10 
Hebrews 4:7; 11:32 
Revelation 3:7; 5:5; 22:16 Christ calls Himself the Root and Offspring of David 

 

3. First	Impressions:	
	
First Impression before starting: 

• David was a simple shepherd boy who became a mighty warrior and King of Israel. 
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First Impression after studying: 
• David was a fallible man who had his ups and downs in his walk with God. He lived by faith from his youth, trusting in 

God for his wellbeing. He faltered several times but always repented – turning to God for forgiveness and renewal. 
 

4. Chronological		Outline:		
	
See attached Timeline for details 

 
“Of all the lives in Scripture, David’s is the only one that is exhaustively examined from the time of his childhood to his 
death. It is an open book like no other. Even his state of mind is revealed in the Psalms, like a diary open to our review.” 
(William H. Gross, 2005) 

	
3 Major Divisions of David’s Life: 
 

1. Youth ~ Shepherd of his father’s sheep 
o Born the youngest of 7 sons in the house of Jesse ~1030 BC 
o Looked after his father’s sheep 
o Killed lions/bears to protect his flock 
o Anointed by Samuel ~ 10-12? (pre-bar mitzvah) 
o Served in the King’s household 
o Soothed Saul with his music 
o Defeats the giant Goliath as a teenager 
o Befriended Jonathan 

 
2. Young Man ~ Serving and honoring a king who had lost his way 

o Established himself as a Warrior as a Leader of the Armies of Israel 
o Killed tens-of-thousands 
o Saul became jealous; perceived David as a threat to the throne 
o Lived in exile for almost 10 years with a band of outcast soldiers and their families 

 
3. King ~ Following God & establishing Israel as a dominant world power 

o At 30 years of age, anointed as King of Judah after Saul’s death ~ 1000 BC 
o After Saul’s son Ish-Bosheth is murdered, he is anointed King of all Israel & Judah 
o Expanded and established Israel’s territory in Canaan 
o ~ 992 BC David receives the Davidic Covenant promising the perpetual reign of his seed – the Messiah would 

come through his lineage 
o Sins with Bathsheba & kills her husband Uriah; confronted by Nathan 
o At 70 years old, David died a natural death in Jerusalem, leaving his son Solomon to rule in his place ~ 960 BC 

 

5. General	Insights:	
 

• God called David “a man after His own heart” (1Sa 13:14) 
o after (Hb ki): like; in the same way as; according to 
o Jer 3:15 uses this term to describe Christ & the Millennial reign 
o He is the recipient of a new covenant with God (Davidic Covenant) 
o Although his sins are great, he always repented and sought restoration with God Ps 51 

 
• Regarding his calling… 

o He humbly received it as a boy 
o He diligently worked it as a young man; patiently waiting on God; reconquering Canaan 
o He carelessly abused it as he grew complacent; Uriah & Bathsheba; Joab; numbering his men; Amnon & 

Absalom 
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• He responded to failure with repentance and humility 
o He accepted Nathan’s rebuke & the death of his son 
o He pleaded for mercy from God for the punishment for the census; buying the threshing floor & building an altar 

 
• He patiently waited on the Lord to ascend to the throne 

o He spared Saul’s life on several occasions 
o He understood the holy position assigned to The King – the Lord’s Anointed 

 
• He was a great warrior and leader who was loved by his men 

o He bravely fought alongside them 
o He provided a place for them & their families when they were outcasts in Israel 

 
• He became complacent after rising to power and experiencing the pleasures of being The King 

o Sin with Bathsheba led to the murder of her husband, which he did with seemingly little regard 
o Presumed to take a census, revealing a lack of trust in God and a rejection of wise counsel from Joab 

 
• He was not a good father 

o Did not deal with Amnon’s rape of his sister Tamar 
o Did not deal with Absalom when he killed Amnon 
o Oblivious to Absalom undermining his authority 

 

6. Character	Qualities:		
 
I see several Contrary Character Qualities in David! 
 

• He was Bold yet Passive 
o Killed “tens of thousands” in battle 
o Abandoned Jerusalem to Absalom during his rebellion 

 
• He demonstrated both Humility and Arrogance 

o Dancing before the Ark of the Covenant coming into Jerusalem 
o Stayed in Jerusalem “when kings go out to war” 

 
• He displayed Foolishness and Wisdom  

o Presumed to carry the Ark of the Covenant back to Jerusalem nonchalantly 
o While living amongst the Philistines, he raided distant villages and left no survivors 

 
• He showed Patience as well as Impetuousness 

o Refused to kill Saul, but waited for God to make him king 
o Was about to kill Nabal in his anger 

 
• He was Self-Serving at times, but often Selfless 

o Slept with Bathsheba and had Uriah killed to avoid discovery 
o Took care of Jonathan’s crippled son Mephibosheth 

 
• He Feared and Relied on God and was also a Self-Reliant Sinner 

o When facing Goliath: I come in the Name of the Living God! 
o Not trusting God, he took a census of the fighting men of Israel to determine his strength 

 
 
 
“How would our own lives look if subjected to this type of scrutiny? 
I am humiliated to consider that the day is coming when all the hidden things of my life will be revealed. For that reason 
alone, we should be kind to the memory of David, recognizing in him many of our own failings and weaknesses, but also 
admiring his strengths.” (William H. Gross, 2005) 
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7. Bible	Truths:	
 
What Bible Truths do we see in this study of David? 
 

• God is holy, yet desires to be in relationship with us. 
 

• God will work in and through us to accomplish His purposes. 
 

• We have hope! There is no sin so great that God cannot forgive 
 
*** What Bible Truths do you see? 
 

8. Main	Lesson:		
 

A man or woman after God’s own heart is not perfect or sinless! It is a person who recognizes their own sinfulness; 
acknowledges God’s holiness; and trusts in God’s grace, mercy, and lovingkindness. 

 

9. Personal	Application:	
 

10. Transferable	Concepts:		
 
Simple summary that will help me share this with others: 

Youth 
• Born the youngest of 7 sons in the house of Jesse ~1030 BC 

o Looked after his father’s sheep 
o Killed lions/bears 

• Anointed by Samuel ~ 1018 BC? (pre-bar mitzvah) 
• Served in the King’s household 

o Soothed Saul with his music 
• Defeats the giant Goliath as a teenager 

o Befriended Jonathan 
Young Man 
• Established himself as a Warrior as a Leader of the Armies of Israel 

o Killed tens-of-thousands 
o Saul became jealous; perceived David as a threat to the throne 

• Lived in exile for almost 10 years with a band of outcast soldiers and their families 
King 
• At 30 years of age, anointed as King of Judah after Saul’s death ~ 1000 BC 
• After Saul’s son Ish-Bosheth is murdered, he is anointed King of all Israel & Judah 
• ~ 992 BC David receives the Davidic Covenant promising the perpetual reign of his seed – the Messiah would come 

through his lineage 
• At 70 years old, David died a natural death in Jerusalem, leaving his son Solomon to rule in his place ~ 960 BC 

 

11. Who	Will	You	Share	This	With?		
 
Next week – Barnabas! (Greg Turbin) 
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