
Is it good stewardship of Gods money (the tithe and offerings given to the church) to build sports 
and outdoors fields?  

A quick review of our churches history 

Real Life has always been committed to reaching the world rather than waiting for the world to come to 
us. We have always sought to build buildings that would not only make it possible to gather Gods people 
in various physical environments for teaching, fellowship, and fun. We have also sought to use the 
facilities as a tool to minister to our community so that they would be drawn to the next step in their 
spiritual journeys. Over the years we have used the facilities for graduations for the public school system, 
as a place where we could do job fairs for the public, sporting events like wrestling tournaments and 
leagues for basketball, and volleyball. We have a private school of over 200 using our buildings weekly 
as well as a day care, and several youth related ministries. We have hunters safety classes, marriage 
conferences, funerals for the public, seminars for parents for how to protect their kids from social media 
issues, Recovery ministries for drugs and alcohol as well as pornography issues, events for Special needs 
families, and on and on. There is rarely a time of the day that our building is not being used as a resource 
to our church and or community. This has served as a step for many to come to know Jesus. This in part 
has built a reputation in our community that is very positive and has brought glory to Jesus and many to 
Christ. This has always been the vision God has given us and it continues to this day as we continue with 
what we have done, and as we are led into new areas that God shows us.  

Good stewardship? 

Jesus tells the story of the good steward in Matthew 25:14-30 (please read it). In this parable Jesus makes 
the point that God owns everything and He gives His servants amounts of money for them to use on 
behalf of the master while He is gone on a trip. When He returns He settles accounts with them and 
expects a return of His investment in them. When people ask whether we are being good stewards this is 
often the passage they are referring to. We answer that question this way. We here at Real Life 
acknowledge all the money that comes in belongs to God and we must use it as good stewards (managers 
not owners) for His glory and according to His directions and expectations. He gave the money to us to 
supply the mission He has given us. His mission is to seek and to save the lost (Luke 19:10) and to make 
disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:19-21). We have done this in the past and are continuing it right now, 
as we have been led to create a ministry (namely sports and outdoors) that will meet a perceived need in 
our community as it has a shortage of these kind of venues. As we meet our community where it is at 
people become willing to take the next step in their spiritual journey.  

The Apostle Paul said it this way 

1 Corinthians 9:19–23 (NIV) — 19 Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave 
to everyone, to win as many as possible. 20 To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those 
under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those 
under the law. 21 To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free 
from God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so as to win those not having the law. 22 To the weak I 
became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all people so that by all possible means I 
might save some. 23 I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.  

 

And Pauls prayer for the Thessalonians 



2 Thessalonians 1:11 (NLT) — 11 So we keep on praying for you, asking our God to enable you to live 
a life worthy of his call. May he give you the power to accomplish all the good things your faith prompts 
you to do.  

We are not just concerned about what is happening in Post Falls. We have sought to raise up leaders and 
start campuses for people who travel further distances in our county. Some have said in the past that these 
folks should just drive the extra 25 minutes to the main campus rather than spend the money to establish 
church campuses in those areas. However our goal is to reach lost people and many of the non-Christians 
who live in those areas will not drive that far for something that they have not come to value yet in the 
state they are in (immature or unsaved). We want to help our people reach their friends in the 
communities they live in so we sacrifice and give all the more to reach people where they are at.  

We believe in raising up leaders and mobilizing the body to meet needs and make disciples in every 
community which is why we also have planted 8 churches outside of Kootenai County. We have also 
trained tens of thousands of leaders all around the United States and thousands of missionaries throughout 
the world. Our view is that God is leading us to make a difference in the whole world and He is doing it 
through us as we use the resources He gives to step out in faith and then He multiplies it. It is truly 
amazing. So the question is are we being good stewards with what God supplies through His people? I 
think God thinks so but every person will have to decide that for themselves.  

How did we come to the decision to expand the ministry to include the childrens wing and sports 
facilities? 

The Elders and the Executive team has been praying about this for several years. As we prayed we sought 
wise counsel from people in our community, from wise counsel around the country, from those at the 
Solomon Foundation. At each turn, what we were praying about was being confirmed by those we spoke 
to, and by several who did not know we were even considering it. AS our culture has gone down-hill, we 
have experienced the results through many suicides (teen) in our area, drug addiction issues and mental 
health crises at levels not seen before. Our country is  in a crises and we believe God has placed His 
church in this slice of history to be a part of the solution rather than just lament and complain.  

We have heard from the school districts asking for help, from the first responders, and from many 
families in pain. Over time the evidence of Gods leading came via –the openness of even non-Christians 
in our area and the public secular institutions, the encouragement of Christians we contacted for wisdom 
locally, the outside counsel we received, and finally the financial institutions that would need to be 
involved. We then brought it to the volunteer leaders in our church and we received overwhelming 
encouragement. That is not to say that everyone agreed, as that is not even a possibility. However God 
has given us a peace after all that and we decided to move forward in faith. It takes faith because it is 
more than we can handle on our own without Gods intervention through His people financially. But since 
the beginning we have always sought to live out courageous faith and God has supplied. We believe He 
will do it again. 

 

Again the question—are we being good stewards? In twenty years ….God used Real Life 
to….(Place our stats here) 

• Over 5000 people have declared their faith through baptism locally 
• 8 Church plants (two more coming this next year as the 8 churches work together to plant more)  
• 3 Campuses In Kootenai County  



• A Christian school established with over 200 kids –Genesis Prep  
• Real Life helped to establish the Solomon Foundation –responsible for starting and building 

hundreds of churches  
• Real Life helped establish the Discipleship.org conference  
• The Relational Discipleship Network –70 churches participating nationally  
• Trained staff members from Real Life in several other churches nationally  
• Over 100,000 pastors trained through Discipleshift 1, Books, conferences, seminars  
• Thousands of missionaries trained through Discipleshift 1 and conferences  
• Missionaries from Real Life in several other countries (Iraq –Ethiopia- Fiji-)  
• Thousands have gone through our Celebrate Recovery program  
• Hundreds through the Pure Desire program  
• Numbers fed through food room? $ Raised to help people?  

So the question is…..have we been good stewards with what God has provided? Are we using the money 
for His glory? Has it been used to increase the interests of Jesus?  

 

 

 

Are there safe guards to make sure this ministry continues? 

• The finances are overseen by the Elders at Real Life Ministries (unpaid overseers)  
• The Eldership is blessed with having the president of a Bank on the team—also an overseer of a 

Government financial entity, a Military Colonel and leader in a local hospital, and more  
• We are blessed to have A Certified Accountant on staff with a team that oversees the finances  
• The Senior Pastor does not and cannot sign checks  
• We go through a yearly audit with an outside agency  
• We are a member of the Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability? (requires yearly 

reporting and monitoring) 
• Our finances are monitored by The Solomon Foundation  
• Our debt to income ratio is 25%?  
• Our Assets are greater than our debt?  
• We have used the land bought previously that we don’t use for an income monthly   

Are we stepping out in faith?  

• Yes –even with all that we have going for us –we are trusting God to supply what is needed for 
what He has led us to do –which is why we teach and celebrate giving consistently  

• You can help us by being All IN! 


