
 God says more about giving/materialism in His word than on any other topic. 
 Why? Look at our condition, the culture, the enemy. 

 As Christians, we obey Jesus because He is King and Savior. 
 Obedience and generosity are the same but different. 

 Obedience is to do as God says because you know who He is. 
 Generosity is an action you take because you have a change of heart about what you value—overflowing 

openhandedness. 
 Generous: characterized by a noble or kindly spirit : MAGNANIMOUS, KINDLY a generous heart; liberal in 

giving: OPENHANDED a generous benefactor1 
 

Romans 12:1–2 1Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
 

Proverbs 11:24–25 24One person gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. 25A generous 
person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.  
 

 God is love—He gives what is needed rather than deserved. 
 God is generous—“God so loved … that He gave...” (John 3:16) 
 

Acts 4:32–35 32All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but they 
shared everything they had. 33With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s 
grace was so powerfully at work in them all 34that there were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned 
land or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 35and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had 
need. 
 

2 Corinthians 8:1–8 1And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian 
churches. 2In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3For I 
testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4they urgently pleaded with 
us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. 5And they exceeded our expectations: They gave [entrusted] 
themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also to us. 6So we urged Titus, just as he had earlier made a beginning, 
to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part. 7But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 
complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you—see that you also excel in this grace of giving. 8I am not commanding 
you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. 

                
                
                 
 

 Notice generosity doesn’t make sense in a broken world. 
 They were in poverty and trial. They pleaded for the privilege of giving. They gave beyond what they were able. They 

gave to the Lord’s people. 
 We are told to grow in the grace of giving. 
 Their giving reveals they valued people over things. 
 

 They placed themselves in God’s care—entrusted themselves to Him. 
 They made the decision to live for Jesus and His purposes. 
 Their giving revealed they trusted God’s commands and care. 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/magnanimous
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/kindly
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/openhanded


 Faithfully—I trust God with what I have (what I can see), generously, cheerfully 
 How is that possible to give cheerfully? 

 It only happens if you believe the God who saved you has something more for you—He fills what you empty. 
 He has an eternal reward waiting for you. 

 

1 Corinthians 16:1–2 1Now about the collection for the Lord’s people: Do what I told the Galatian churches to do. 2On the first day 
of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with your income, saving it up, so that when I come no 
collections will have to be made. 
 

2 Corinthians 9:6–7 6Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 
generously. 7Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver.  

 

 He provides all we need … so God gets glory. (2 Corinthians 9:8-11) 
 

 We work with God in mind in every part of our lives. 
 We use our time generously. 
 We use our gifts generously. 
 

                
                
                 

 

 Giving is a reminder about what matters most. 
 It reminds us who we belong to and what matters to God. 
 When I give, I am revealing my trust in God. 
 

 We’re asking you to go all in with us, whether that means accepting Christ, getting baptized, becoming a member of 
Real Life, joining a Life Group, starting to serve for the first time, or even giving for the first time. 

 We’re asking you to take a step towards generosity. Maybe give for the first time and track what God does, increase 
what you give to be a full tithe (tenth), or give a gift over and above your tithe whether it’s once or ongoing. 

 

1 Timothy 6:17–19 17Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is 
so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18Command them to do good, to 
be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 19In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm 
foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.  

 

Passages to consider: 2 Corinthians 8:1-8; Matthew 6:31-34; Acts 4:32-35 
1. What challenged or encouraged you from the sermon?  
2. Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-8. Describe the people’s experiences and responses. A) What strikes you from the passage? B) 

What insights or questions come from reading the passage?  
3. How would you define or describe “generosity”? A) How would you explain the phrase “grace of giving”?  
4. How have you personally experienced God as Provider (or as Lord, or as Savior)? Spend some time sharing and 

thanking God for how He has moved in your lives.  
5. What steps in developing a lifestyle of generosity do you want to take at this time? Be specific (think individually, as a 

family, as a group). A) What are road blocks you will need to navigate? 
More information and FAQ: http://reallifeministries.com/allin 
 

Next week: ALL IN! (Week 4) Celebration! 
Remember: Thanksgiving Eve “Pie & Praise!” service is Wednesday @ 6PM at the Post Falls Campus 
Passages to prepare: 1 Chronicles 29:10-20 
 

All Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version. Copyright 1978 by New York International Bible Society. [emphasis added] 
1Defintion of generous is from Merriam-Webster.com 


