
Dear Parents, 
Let’s teach our kids to be good citizens.  I believe we’re all very fortunate to live in this country and 
enjoy our liberties that are protected by the U.S. Constitution.  Our history is filled with great examples 
of good citizens and leaders.  But many children are growing up with little education about our 
constitution, the other laws of our country, our histories – whether good or bad – basic geography skills 
and knowledge of our cultures and our society.  These are all required social studies skills in grades K-
6 and it’s my job to teach them.  The younger we begin teaching these skills to our students, the more 
they’ll remember and these things will become part of their intellectual ‘DNA’. 

However, there are two main obstacles these days: 

1. Outdated and worn out textbooks.  Our school hasn’t been able to purchase new social 
studies textbooks in years – they cost $63 each.  Because our state social studies standards 
have changed since the last time we purchased new textbooks, many of the chapters in the 
textbook are obsolete.  The book has more than 400 pages and it takes a long time to sift 
through and find only the pages that are still relevant.  Also, to be honest, the students think the 
textbook is boring. 

2. Limited class time.  So much emphasis is placed on reading and math skills by the state 
government and No Child Left Behind that Social Studies is often crowded to the peripheral of 
the curriculum.  We teach social studies more than most schools, but students in general are 
not being taught history and social studies as they were 15 years ago, or as well as they could.   

Together we can do it.  This year, I am using Studies Weekly publications.  This is a new format for 
core curriculum where the chapters of the textbook are published as weekly magazines.  They teach 
the same information that textbooks do and they are not intimidating like textbooks.  To stay current, 
these publications updated yearly.  

Studies Weekly publications are colorful with vivid illustrations.  They have formal and informal 
assessments, crossword puzzles, writing assignments, biography spotlights, geography with colorful 
maps and charts, economic lessons, cultural spotlights, etc.  There are online tools where students can 
listen to the text in rich character voices that hold their attention.  The words light up on the screen as 
the text is read.  They can watch primary source videos, listen to primary audio files, see primary 
source photos, etc.  There’s really so much more… 

Because the magazines are updated each year, they are totally relevant and teach our current state 
social studies standards.  Having Students Weekly will make the difference so that we can teach social 
studies the way we’ve always wished we could.  

The best part is the cost.  They’re only _____ per student per year, plus 10 percent for shipping and 
handling.  However, due to continued budget issues, we are asking parents to pay for their child’s 
subscription.  The total is only _____ for the whole school year.  If you can please pay for your child’s 
subscriptions, that would be great.  Since some parents may not be able to afford this, if you can afford 
to pay for 2 or 3 subscriptions, that would be amazing!  Just make the check payable to our school. 

Sincerely, 

Your Student’s Teacher 


