INSECTS
AVOCADO BROWN MITE
The avocado brown mite, Oligonyshus punicae
trees in California for the last 50 years.

(Hirst), has been known to infest avocado
It appears to have started in the Carlsbad

region of San Diego County and to have spread rapidly from there.
It now occurs
throughout the coastal avocado area.
Severe infestations may cuase considerable
defoliation.
Occasionally, treatments are applied for the control of this mite.
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The webbs are very delicate and may be invisible to the unaided eye, but
of the upper leaf surface, with hand lens, will reveal considerable webbing,
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The eggs are amber color and rest on a stalk.
They are first laid along ^he
midrib but are later found distributed quite generally over the upper leaf surface.
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The area along the midrib,
along the smaller veins, and finally the entire leaf becomes brownish in color.
addition to the typical discoloration of the leaf, myriads of whitish hatched eggs
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chlorophyll no doubt reduces the value of the leaf to the
color returns if the mites are controlled.
In severe infestations
there may be some defoliation.
Severe infestations, if present, are likely to occur
only on trees in the border rows, presumably because the road dust accumulation on
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CONTROL

Only registered and labeled insecticide should be used for insect control in
avocado orchards.
Consult your Pest Control Advisor

for specific recommendations.

The University of Ceiifornie Extension in compiience with the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title iX of the Education Amendments of 1972, and the
Rehabifitation Act of 1973 does not discriminate on the basis of race, creed, religion, color, national origin, sex, or mental or
physical handicap
in any of its programs or activities,
inquiries regarding this policy may be directed to: Hezekiah H. Singleton, 317 University Hall, University
of California, Berkely, California
94720, (415) 642-0931.
8(X) South Victoria Avenue,
CO-OWikATIVE

KXmSKW

WORK

IR AGRICULTURE AND HOME

Ventura, California

93009

-•

Phone (805 ) 654-2925

ECONOMICS, U.S. Ueparteent of Agriculture, University of California and Ventura County co-ciperating

BIOLOGICAL CONTROL

The Stethorus beetle

predacious mites
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(small, shiny and black), green lacewing, dusty lace wing and
reasonably effective in controlling brown mites biologically.

Subtropical Fruit Pests by Walter Ebeling. U.C.

Lee

Farm Advisor

March

are

1980

Press

1959.

