
be n 

suiteCi 

Hugh Everett, III 
Arlington Towers, T-438 
Arlington, Virginia 
MQ)' 31, 1957 

l'rofessor :r-hil1pp G. Frank 
Department ot Physios 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Dear }roi'es8or hank.: 

rtAs a result of membership in the "Library of Science book 
club, I have reoeived severul, ot your works on the philosophy of 
soience. I .ha.ve ~ound thu extremely stimulating and valuable. 
1 find that you have expressed a vievpo1nt whiah is very nearly 
identioal with the one whioh I have developed independently in 
the last tew years, ooncerning the nature of physical theory. 

For this reason I am enolosing a oopy of a paper I have 
reoently written entitled, nOn the Foundations of Quantum 
MechaniCS," as well a.s an evaluation of it by }'rofes6or J. A. 
Wheeler of Pr1noeton, both to be published in the July issue of 
R~v!ews of Modern H1Y§1.CS. 

I think that you may b6 interested in it, us I am, as an 
ex~ple of a. certain type of thtwry -- a cOlllpletely abstraot 
mathematical mode.l whioh i8 ultimately put into correspondence 
~itb experience. It has the interesting f~ature, however, that 
this correspondence can De made onl.y by invoking the theory 
itself to predict our experience -- the \forld pioture presented 
by the basic mathematioal theory being entirely alien to our 
usual oonoeption of "reality.H The treatment of observation 
itself in the theory is absolutely necessaryo It one will only 
.wallow the world picture implied by the theory, one has, 1 
believe, the simplest, most complete framework for the inter
pretation of quantum mechanics available today. 

I think that it will be quite interesting to see the 
various rea.ons for accepting or rejecting it that will be 

yanced by various phYSicists. Already the comments that have 
received 8ho~ an astonishing variety of viawpoints. 

BeoatCse of its particular natuI'e this theory is especially 
to illustrate n number of points which cu..'1 a.rise in any 

discu8s~on of the nature of theories in gent:.ral. 
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If you have any com:nents or critiaisma on the theory 
prope.r, I would be grateful to receive them. If you have any 
interest in the matter ~ith respeot to the more general 
questions ot the philosophic. psychological or sociologioal 
reasons which influence the attitudes toward physioal theories, 
I will be happy to send you copies of the comments and criti
cisms that 1 receive. 

:.5incere1y yours. 

Hugh ~verettt III 

Note: Address ai'ter August 1: 

607 l 'olhaw street 
Alexandria, Virginia. 
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