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HIV/AIDS March-A United Call to Action
Saturday, June 231990,9:30 am
United Nations Piaza

(Market & 7th)
HIV/AIDS March, 1540 Market St., Suite 80, San Francisco, CA 94102 tel. 415-626-5676
Make checks payable to HIV/AIDS March. Mobilization Against AIDS is fiscal sponsor.

My organization will participate with: (please circle)
Volunteers
• March Contingent

Financial:

•

As
•

an

individual I will help

Volunteer

Name:
I

!

~

Address:

one

$250

$100

with: (please circle)

3-hour shift

(or more)

Financial:

Phone(s):

$35

$25

$10

$50
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HIV/AIDS March-A United Call to Action
Saturday, June 231990,9:30 am
United Nations Plaza

(Market & 7th)
I

i

_

HIV/AIDS March, 1540 Market St., Suite 80, San Francisco, CA 94102 tel. 415-626-5676
Make checks payable to HIV/AIDS March. Mobilization Against AIDS is fiscal sponsor.

My organization will participate with: (please circle)
•Volunteers
As
•

an

•

individual I will help

March

Name:

•Financial:

$250

$100

with: (please circle)

Volunteer one 3-hour shift

Address:

Contingent

(or more)

•Financial:
Phone(s):

$35

$25

$10

$50

ilV/AIDS March ■ A United Call to Action
Saturday, June 231990,9:30 am
United Nations Plaza

(Market & 7th)
HIV/AIDS March, 1540 Market St., Suite 80, San Francisco, CA 94102 tei. 415-626-5676
Make checks payabie to HIV/AIDS March. Mobiiization Against AiDS is fiscai sponsor.

My organization will participate witti: (please circle)
• March
Contingent

•Volunteers
As
•

an

individual I will help

Volunteer

j

Name:

I

Address:

one

•Financial:

$250

$100

with: (please circle)

3-hour shift

(or more)

•Financial:

Phone(s):

$35

$25

$10

$50

Six Good Reasons to March
make effective AIDS treatments accessible to the miiiions
of people now being denied them by government red tape,
insurance company greed, and pharmaceutical profiteering
•

•

guarantee the civil and human rights of all people living

with HIV infection
•

provide universal, quality health care to all people; health
is a right, not a privilege

care

fund massive increases in research on all potential treat¬
ments for AIDS and all other life-threatening diseases
•

direct immediate disaster relief to the areas hardest hit
HiV throughout the world

•

by

end the racism, sexism, classism, homophobia, ableism,
and discrimination based on national origin and immigrant
status which has sabotaged the fight against AIDS
•

mvlAIDS March-A United Call to Action
Saturday, June 231990,9:30 am
United Nations Plaza

(Market & 7th)
HIV/AIDS March, 1540 Market St., Suite 80, San Francisco, OA 94102 tei. 415-626*5676
Make checks payabie to HiV/AiDS March. Mobiiization Against AiDS is fiscai sponsor.

My organization will participate with: (please circle)
• March Contingent

•Volunteers
As
•

an

individual I will help

Volunteer

Name:
Address:

one

with: (please circle)
(or more)

3-hour shift

•Financial:

•Financial:
Phone(s):

$35

$250
$25

$100

$10

$50

When the candidates went to Iowa

they debated farm issues.
When the candidates went to New

Hampshire they debated trade issues.
When the candidates

California
they must be nuuie to debate AIDS issues.
come to

HOW IMPORIANT
IS IT TO YOU

for the candidates
for President to
debate AIDS issues?
Would you
—Join

a

—

march, rally, picket or

demonstration
—

force the issue?

Volunteer to stuff envelopes one

night
—

to

a

week?

Ask questions at a
with a candidate?

—

Donate

public forum

money?

Ifyou said "Yes" to

any
the above questions,
WE NEED YOU!

Presidential AIDS
Mobilization

of

Project

Against AIDS

Yes, / support the national Mobilization Against AIDS.
□ I

can

lobby, phone

□ I

can

volunteer time

□ I

can

join demonstrations, pickets, rallies or similar actions.

□ I

can

help

on

□ Enclosed is

a

write my elected officials.

on a

regular basis.

the Presidential AIDS Project.
contribution to

□ 1300
NAME

or

□ 1200

help your work;
□ 1100

□ $50

□ $25

PHONE

ADDRESS

Please make checks payable to: Mobilization
Return to:

Against AIDS

1540 Market Street, Suite 60 • San Francisco, CA 94102

•

(415)863-4676

When the candidates went to Iowa

Whe^

they debated farm issues.

they debatedfarm issues.

When the candidates went to New

When the candidates went to New

Hampshire they debated trade issues.

Hampshire they debated trade issues.

When the candidates

When the candidates

the candidates went to Iowa

California
they must be made to debate AIDS issues.

California
they must be made to debate AIDS issues.

HOW IMPORIANT
IS rr TO YOU

HOW IMPORIANT
IS rr TO YOU

for the candidates
for President to
debate AIDS issues?

for the candidates
for President to
debate AIDS issues?

Would you

Would you

—Join

a

—

march, rally, picket or

demonstration
—

—

a

envelopes

Donate

one

—

public forum

—

money?

the above

Volunteer to stuff

night

—

If you said 'Ifes*' to

any

of

Donate

lobby, phone

can

volunteer time

□ I

can

join demonstrations, pickets, rallies

□ I

can

help

on

□ Enclosed is

a

Yes, I support the national Mobilization Against AIDS.
□ I

can

lobby, phone

can

volunteer time

□ I

can

join demonstrations, pickets, rallies or similar actions.

the Presidential AIDS Project.

□ I

can

help

contribution to

□ Enclosed is

or

write my elected ofBcials.

on a

regular basis.

□ $200

help

your

or

similar actions.

work:

□ $100

□ $50

□ $25

on
a

or

write my elected officials.

on a

regular basis.

the Presidential AIDS Project.
contribution to

□ $300

□ $200

help

your

work:

□ $100

□ $50

□ $25

.

Please make checks
Return to:

Project

Against AIDS

□ I

□ $300

ADDRESS

money?

Mobilization

Yes, I support the national Mobilization Against AIDS.
□ I

public forum

Presidential AIDS

Against AIDS

can

one

WE NEED YOU!

Project

□ I

envelopes

week?

Ask questions at a
with a candidate?

WE NEED YOU!

Mobilization

a

If you said '*Yes" to any of
the above questions,

questions,

Presidential AIDS

—

a march, rally, picket or
demonstration to force the issue?

week?

Ask questions at a
with a candidate?

come to

—Join

to force the issue?

Volunteer to stuff

night
—

come to

payable to: Mobilization Against AIDS

1540 Market Street, Suite 60 • San Francisco, CA 94102

•

(415)863-4676

Please make checks
Return to:

payable to: Mobilization Against AIDS

1540 Market Street, Suite 60 • San Francisco, CA 94102

•

(415) 863-4676
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20 QDESTIONS ON AIDS
FOR THE

1.

NEXT PRESIDENT OF THE

ONITED STATES

Medical experts project the deaths of hundred of thousands
of Americans from AIDS in your first term.
Are these pro¬

jected deaths acceptable to you, and, if not, what dramatic
as President will you take
to stop them from occur¬
ring?
Specifically what is your program?
action

you undertake a Medical Manhattan Project on AIDS by
creating a team of AIDS experts who are given the task of
stopping the deaths from this epidemic and give them your
unequivocal support? Who would be on such a team?

2.

Will

3.

Will

monitor the progress of the war on AIDS with the
vigilance as President Kennedy monitored the "moon shot
effort?"
That is with weekly reports from experts to you
and periodic reports from you to the nation on our progress?
you

same

4.

restructure the Food and Drug Administration to
drugs to treat HIV infection and related opportunistic
diseases to be made available more quickly?
How?

Will

you

allow

5.

Will you

6.

7.

undertake a program to guarantee treatment to any
infection regardless of their ability to
How?

Will you
American

pay?

Do

you

with AIDS

the creation of HIV screening and treatment
provide "state of the art" medical treatment to
people?

support

centers

infected

8.

restructure the National Institutes for Health and
Disease Control to speed up AIDS research?
How?

for

Centers

to

Do you favor ending the
for people with AIDS as

2 year wait for Medicare programs
their average life span is 15

months?

9.

Do

10.

Do

you support the
program outlined in

1.5 billion dollar IV drug user treatment
the Presidential HIV Commission?

you support a national AIDS prevention educational cam¬
paign including paid advertisement and mailings to every
household as has been done in other countries?

1540 MARKET STREET, SUITE 60

•

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94102

•

(415) 863-4676

Do

you

support allowing local

communities to create AIDS

education materials that contain explicit
deem it to be effective and necessary?

language if they

sign an Executive Order and support legislation
banning discrimination against any American because of HIV
infection?
How broad would this measure be?

12.

Will you

13.

The World Health Organization projects tens of millions of
deaths in Africa resulting in a decrease in population and
economic disaster.
What action will you take to prevent
this from occurring in Africa and what other international

actions

should

the nation undertake

to stop AIDS?

you agree that with tens of thousands Americans dead and
millions more infected that the current administration and
health establishment has failed the nation on AIDS?

14.

Do

15.

Past

candidates

for president

addressed themselves to any

circumstance which threatened large number of American
lives.
For example, Eisenhower promised to go to Korea

Nixon, Humphrey, and McGovern all
around ending the war in Vietnam.
from AIDS than all
listed AIDS as one

our

wars

combined, why have you not

priorities or included it in
speech" or raised the issue during the

of your top

your standard "stump
national debates?

advisors on AIDS?

16.

Who

17.

Have you actually read either Surgeon General
on AIDS
or the National Academy of Science's report

are

your

Koop's report

18.

Have you ever met people with AIDS or
touched by a friend or acquaintance's
disease?
Please elaborate.

19.

Have you or
test and in
of HIV test

on

AIDS?

been personally
experience with this

anyone in your family taken the HIV antibody
any case what do you believe is the proper use
results?
Do you believe that HIV infected

people should be placed on any government or
20.

and

centered their campaigns
With more lives in danger

medical lists?

failed to provide even the
to Americans during the
AIDS epidemic.
How will you restructure health care de¬
livery in this nation to end the travesty that is occurring
around AIDS and many other diseases?
The health care "safety net" has
minimum required medical service

MOBILIZATION
HE

MDST FORCE THE

AGAINST AIDS

PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES TO ADDRESS
EQUALS OUR DEATHS

AIDS:

THEIR SILENCE

Paul

Boneberg

Mobilization Against AIDS

Presidential

The

candidates are avoiding

addressing AIDS. No

President.
speech." No
substantive way

candidates lists AIDS as among their top priorities
No candidate includes AIDS in their standard "stump
candidate has independently raised AIDS in a

as

debates.

during the several national

Most importantly no candidate has presented a program
prevent the deaths of hundreds of thousands of
AIDS in the next four years.
They all speak vaguely of
research and compassion while our people die.

to

Americans from
increased

This
ran

on

a

is absurd.
In 1952 during the Korean War Eisenhower
"I will go to Korea" program because saving American

In 1968 and 1972
War" platform

campaign.

lives was a paramount issue in that
both candidates ran on an "I will end the Vietnam
as
the essential theme of that election.
There are more
lives at stake in the war against AIDS than either
lier conflicts.
Further repeated polls show that the

American

of these ear¬

extremely concerned about the epedemic and 7 out of
nationwide* want the candidated to speak more about
AIDS the forgotten issue of this campaign?

Presidential candidates are not

The

public is
10 voters
AIDS. Why is

addressing AIDS because

projected deaths of hundred of thousands of Americans is
acceptable to them in a way such deaths were not acceptable in
1952 or 1968.
Let us be honest.
The lives of a million and a
half homosexuals and IV drug users is much less important to the
politians than the lives of hundred of thousands of college stu¬
dents during the Vietnam War.
the

If

we

do

not

will offer a
of death, these "acceptable
become reality as the next
office offering compassion for those dying

force the

issue no candidate

program to alter these projections
losses."
The prediction will then

administration takes
from AIDS not hope for those

living with AIDS.

truth is that in the context of the
their silence equals our deaths.

The

dates,

Presidential candi¬

donated, picketed and
but we still do
health estabslowly but a Presi¬
1989 launch a

years we have lobbied, marched,
been arrested trying to move this government
not have a "medical Manhattan Project" on AIDS.
The
ishment and the legislative process move very
dent—a motivated President—could on January 20,
For

even

maximum national
Remember;
*

effort to save the

lives of our people.

Gallop Poll 3-10-88

1540 MARKET STREET, SUITE 60

•

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94102
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Page 2

A

-

motivated President

health bureaucracy
need them.

can

immediately shake up the FDA and

to make AIDS drugs

motivated President can immediately sign an Executive
banning discrimination against HIV infected people.

A

-

the

available to those who

Order

motivated President can immediately reorganize the federal
bureaucracy to cut the red tape on treatment, research and

A

-

education.
motivated President can immediately begin to maneuver huge
increases in federal funding through the Congress and
the billions of dollars we will need in the coming years.

A

-

obtain

-

A

motivated President

can

immediately use his office to

leadership for a nation to unify into an all
the public and private sectors to stop AIDS.
In

short,
In

motivated President can wage war

a

the

Iowa

farmers

provide

out effort in both

against AIDS.

forced the candidates to address

farm

issues.
In

New

Hampshire unions forced the

candidates to address

issues.

trade

In

didates

California, New York, and beyond we
to address, in depth, AIDS.

Mobilization Against AIDS has

must force the can¬

created the Presidential AIDS

Project to do just that.
We are working in close cooperation
with a New York AIDS activist group. Act Up, and other groups
around

the

nation.

is becoming clear that both party's
selected in California's June 6th primary.
It

nominees may well be
As the the state's

Mobilization Against AIDS
candidates. We will make
candidate goes in this
state we are there—raising the issue of AIDS.
We will utilize
every method from questions in the audience to pickets and "die
ins" to quiet comments at fundraising dinners.
Our goal is to

largest and oldest AIDS activist group
plan has the ability to pressure these
it so that everywhere any presidential

convince

the candidates

that there is profound concern among

thinking "my
AIDS.) If
each other on
on other

Americans on AIDS.
We want the candidate literally
God not another AIDS demonstration," (or question on
we
do this they will become informed and challenge
who will do the most on AIDS just like they have done
issues.

Page 3
We intend to raise AIDS to the national conventions both
inside the hall with telling arguments and outside in the streets
with noisy demonstrations.
After the conventions we will con¬
tinue to push the candidates city by city, appearance by appear¬
ance
to address AIDS.
Even when the election is over we will

issues high an the priority list of the new
the vital transition time between the election
and the inauguration.

work

to keep our
President during

Finally,
lican

and

we

plan on lobbying every candidate, both Repub¬
to expand their commitment on AIDS.
We will

Democrat,

lobby every candidate's campaign managers, health advisors, and
their wives, children, friends or anyone else who may be able to
influence the candidate.
Our program is one of saturation.
Of
to

the

course

of the Presidential AIDS Project de¬
of people around the nation.
We need

success

on the participation
three things:

pends
do

1.

teams of people in many different cities who are
willing to take action to raise the issue of AIDS when

Create
ever

2.

Presidential

a

candidate

demonstrations

at

the

to

town.

Democratic Convention

(in July) and the Republican
(in August).
3.

comes

Identify individuals who are willing to participate in
in Atlanta

Convention in New Orleans

the expenses of this organizing.
In 1984 the gay
the Democratic Convention cost $50,000.
Demon¬
strations at both conventions and repeated actions in

Finance
march

at

cities will cost at least twice that amount.

many

willing to help—to be part of the Mobilization's
immediately.
If your organ¬
project—contact us.
If
you can make a financial contribution.
We are Mobilization
Against AIDS, 1540 Market Street, San Francisco, CA
94102, phone
If

you

are

Presidential AIDS Project contact us
ization might be willing to join this

863-4676.

(415)
I

realize

the

proposal—to dramatically alter the debate in

Presidential election—may sound tooambitiousj even unreal¬
istic to some people, but the alternative is an unmotivated Pres¬

the

ident who

accepts

the estimates and time table of deaths from

AIDS.
I cannot, I will not, accept these projections, these
"acceptable losses"—because they are not just numbers.
They
are my
friends with cancer, my friends in wheelchairs, my friends
with pneumonia or dementia, my friends dead from AIDS.
If you

infected with HIV perhaps this will sound shrill
if you're in the same position as I, if you are
someday you will be seeing your loved one's name in the
giant AIDS quilt, please help.
We have an opportunity to prevent
the projections from becoming reality if we take action quickly
have
to

no

you.
afraid

and

friends

But

together.

FEBRUARY

2,

1988

121

AHRACTIONS

iThe following are addresses and telephone num-

jbers of organizations highlighted in this issue of

'The ADVOCATE:

ACT UP/LA,
P.O. Box gO^Ot
Los

GAYS AN9
THEIR PARENTS

Coming out to one's parents Is perhaps the md§l challenging
issue for gay people: whether to tell them,
how to say it. Writer John- Manuel Andriote
and their gay children.

what^ say, and
intervi^stparents

Apgeles, CA 90026

(211^668-2357
Community Research Initiative
/

263AW. 19th St., #125
New

York, NY 10011

Gay Men's Health Crisis
254 W. 18th St.

New

York, NY 10011

NEWSFRONT

(212)807-6664

New York

Gay Urban Truth Squad/Dallas Gay

City's Hetrtck-Martin Institute reaches out to gay

street youth; gay boating club charges antigay discrimination
In denial of yachting association membership.

Alliance
P.O. Box 190712

Dallas, TX 75219

(214) 528-4233

IN

REVIEW

A took at the life and work of two great writers,

James Baldwin
and Marguerite Vourcenar; a review of a new musical work by
Gian Carlo Menotti recently premiered by the Seattle Gay
:: Men's Chorus; a survey of books about gay
people and their
parents.

Lobby for Individual Freedom and
Equality
926J St., Suite 1020

Sacramento, CA 95814
(916)444-0424
Maine

Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance

P.O. Box 108

Yarmouth, ME 04096

EN

ROUTE

Gay scholars and writers from around the world gathered in
Amsterdam last month, and TheADVQCATEms there to report
on this important conference.

Mobilization Against AIDS
1540 Market St., #60
San

Francisco, CA 94102
(415) 863-4676

Wilde-Stein Club
Memorial Union

University of Maine at Orono
Orono, ME 04469

THE

ADVOCATE

MOBILIZATION

AGAINST

AIDS
August 8, 1988

President Ronald
The White Hoiise

Reagan

Washington, D.C.
Mr. President:
We write to you as

mothers whose children have been diagnosed with AIDS. We ask for

your help not for our sons, who are already dead, but for the tens of thousands of mothers
whose children might yet be spared the anguish that our sons had to endure.
We have resolved to

try to meet with you for a few minutes in New Orleans during the
you take a little time to discuss the reality of AIDS not with
doctors or scientists or epidemiologists, who think in statistics, but with
ordinary Americans
who know the personal side of the AIDS numbers.
convention. It is

We need to

imperative that

speak to

you,

Mr. President, about yotir administration's projections of
by 1991. These deaths are not just numbers but some

himdreds of thousands of AIDS deaths

parents' children

as

dear to them

as our sons,

Michael and Scott,

were to us.

What about the drugs that might save these
peoples' lives? Why are they not being made
available quickly and cheaply to those who without treatment will
surely die? Even yom

administration's AIDS experts have said that if they had AIDS
they'd obtain these drugs
"from the street" because they are not available
through the government. Surely, Mr.
President, oxu great nation can do better than this to help a million families avoid the
tragedy
of AIDS.

In ancient times those condemned to die had the
right to appeal their sentence to Caesar.
Often when the condemned themselves could not
apj)ear, their mothers carried their appeal
for life for them. In this tradition we come to New Orleans to

carry this letter with the
signatures of family members of people with AIDS. We intend to appeal to the highest
authority in the land, the American people. We believe they would want you to speak out on
AIDS and what you will do to end this terrible
epidemic.
We look forward to

hearing from

the New Orleans Convention

on

the

but should no reply be forthcoming
morning of August 15th.
you,

we

will be at

Sincerely,
,

Barbara Cleaver

1540 MARKET STREET, SUITE 60

Sue Caves

•
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•
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SDXDAY, Al'Gl'ST 7,1988

Mothers

the convention hall
♦ Continued from

million deaths during his term. So
how can anybody not try?"
Paul fh»nelH»rg, executive direc¬
tor of Mobilisation Against AIDS,
said having mothers from lyi>»CHl
families address the problem will

New group

hoping
hits home

bring the AIDS issue close to homo,
particularly because the Republi¬
cans plan to make families a central
campaign theme.
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AIDS killed their sons

[

and they want action
Local GOP motliers march
ance,

NEW ORLEANS
Barbara
Cleaver didn't cry until she
leaned down to write her son's
name on the sidewalk.
A few feet away, Sue Caves

slowly printed her son's name
inside one of the dozens of chalk
ory

Reagan

year-old hairdresser from Torr¬

Herald Examiner staff writer

mem¬

of those who have died from

AIDS.
Michael Caves was 35 when he
died. Scott Cleaver was, 26.
And yesterday,, their-.tnothers,
both Republicans,qnd both from

yesterday's demonstration

had several purposes.
It was a chance to explain

the
hopelessness and pain of the
40,000 people who have died in
this country from AIDS. A chance
to talk about the anguish for their
families

and

friends.

And

a

chance, however remote, to tell
their story to the president.
They accomplished the first
two goals but not the last. They
didn't
anyone

the president
from his staff. No

meet

or
one

.from the White House said why
.and neither Caves nor Cleaver

Southern Califprniavrled a demonr demanded an explanation.
Their faith in the Reagari
stration from New .Orleans City
Hall to the gates outside the GO,R administration., they said, had
National Convention.
already been shaken,
"As a Republican, I'm very
The mothers of the two gay
men
hoped to petition Ronald angry. I've been angry the last
Reagan, the president they both four years," said Cleaver, whose
voted for, to increase funding for son died in November 1984, the
AIDS research and treatment. same month Reagan won re¬
They were, here, hoping to speak election.
"Time is running out. So many
with him, to tell him about their
sons, about other AIDS victims, are already, gone and time is
about suffering.
running out for others." she said.
"We're here representing fami¬ "We're pleading and begging for
lies across the country," said help now."
Her words typified the desper¬
Caves, a 61-year-old real estate
agent from Long Beach whose son ation voiced by dozens of gay
died in October 1986.
leaders, including Morris Kight of
'

1

i

Mobilization

Against

AIDS,J

to tears as they
read aloud the names of hundreds

brought

many

who have died.

For Caves and Cleaver, a 50-

By Greg Krikorian

outlines of bodies drawn in

on

Los Angeles, who arrived here
from across the country for the
demonstration. The event, organT
ized by the San Francisco-based 1

•'We're here to ask the presi¬
dent not to forgot about our
families," said Cleaver, who with
Caves has helped organize groups
of mothers for families of those
with AIDS.

"Why do I do this? Because
somebody has to," she said.
"Would I like to put this behind
me? Yes, but my conscience won't
let me."

Although she is as angry as
other demonstrators at the

many

Reagan administration's record
on AIDS, Caves said she held out
hope that the demands for more
AIDS funding — as well as the

legalization of experimental
drugs for the disease — would be
answered.
"I keep hoping," she said, as,
she marched alongside gay activ"
ists carrying signs — signs she
does not believe — that bear the
names of those who have died
from AIDS and that blame Rea¬

gan for the deaths.
"I remember asking my son,
'How did you get AIDS?' and he

said, 'It doesn't matter,
got it,' " Caves said.

momma,

I

"And I feel the same way about
Reagan," she said. "It doesn't
matter why he hasn't done
enough. I just want him to change
that. I just want him to please

help us."
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MOBILIZATION

AGAINST

AIDS
August 8, 1988

President Ronald
The White House

Reagan

Washington, D.C.
Mr. President:

We write to you as

mothers whose children have been diagnosed with AIDS. We ask for
of mothers

your help not for our sons, who are already dead, but for the tens of thousands
whose cMdren might yet be spared the anguish that our sons had to endure.
We have resolved to

try to meet with you for a few minutes in New Orleans during the
convention. It is imperative that you take a little time to discuss the reality of AIDS not with
doctors or scientists or epidemiologists, who think in statistics, but with ordinary Americans
who know the personal side of the ADDS numbers.
We need to speak to you, Mr. President,
himdreds of thousands of AIDS deaths by 1991.

parents' children as dear to them as

our sons,

about yoiu administration's projections of
These deaths are not just numbers but some
Michael and Scott, were to us.

What about the drugs that might save these peoples' lives? Why are they not being made
available quickly and cheaply to those who without treatment will smely die? Even your
administration's AIDS experts have said that if they had AIDS they'd obtain these drugs
"from the street" because they are not avsulable through the government. Surely, Mr.

President,

our

great nation can do better than this to help a million families avoid the tragedy

of AIDS.
In ancient times those condemned to die had the

right to appeal their sentence to Caesar.
carried their appeal
this letter with the
signatures of family members of people with AIDS. We intend to appeal to the highest
authority in the land, the American people. We believe they would want you to speak out on
AIDS and what you will do to end this terrible epidemic.
Often when the condenmed themselves could not appear, their mothers
for life for them. In this tradition we come to New Orleans to carry

We look forward to hearing from you, but should no reply
the New Orleans Convention on the morning of August 15th.

be forthcoming

we

will be at

Sincerely,

Barbara Cleaver

1540 MARKET STREET, SUITE 60

Sue Caves

•

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94102

•

(415) 863-4676

In response to the criticism, members of

ACT UP said they had tried to contact New

Orleans activists before coming to the city
but received little cooperation.
Other gay protests included a demon¬
stration outside a local pharmaceutical
company that
have an effect

makes
on

a

drug believed to

AIDS. Protesters criti¬

cized the company for not

moving fast
enough to make the drug available to the
public.
Outside the New Orleans city hall, the
Sacramento, Calif., group March On spon¬
sored

a

"die-in" in which demonstrators

chalked outlines of bodies on the sidewalk
and filled them in with names of people
who had died of AIDS. After the die-in,
San Francisco's Mobilization Against
AIDS

staged a protest called Mothers
Against AIDS in which activists, led by two
whose

sons had died of AIDS,
city hall to the site of the
convention at the Superdome.

women

'marched from

and the old-line gay leadership does not
have strategy for how to deal with this.

"Second, I think there is new leadership
coming on the scene that wants to shift
from merely influencing policy to actually
setting it. As a result, I feel that this will
probably be the year that the gay commu¬
nity will have to choose new leadership."

Since 1977, our groups of adventurous men have made
history by climbing to the peak of Huayna Picchu eight
times in record time; and in 1988 we again offer that
great
travel experience in South America:

More moderate leaders fault Brownlie's

logic. "I don't think we need new leadership
replace the old leaders," said Diane
Himes, cochair of LIFE. "I think we need
additional leadership. There is plenty of
room for new people to come aboard. I'm
not willing to scrap the game; what I am
doing is cheering on the CDers [civil dis¬
obedience activists]. I think it is time that
both approaches be used."
to

The IncaTour
JUNE 26 TO JULY

6, 1988

We visit the cities of Lima and Cuzco with their
Diane Himes, cochair of LIFE: "Gay leadership
up

for grabs"
But

throughout the state, new activists
appearing on the scene who are eager to
assume positions of leadership. Energetic,
committed, but at times reflecting inex¬
perience, this new crop of leaders is
distinguished by an aggressive "take no
prisoners" approach to politics.
A key test of their brand of gay activism
will occur in Sacramento on May 7: The
Los Angeles-based Stonewall Democratic
are

Club has issued

demonstration

a

call for

a

massive

the steps

of the State
Capitol. Organizers report broad support
for the march and predict a turnout of at
least 50,000, with hundreds expected to
participate in civil disobedience.
on

It remains to be

seen

whether

ship style will dominate

one

splendid
Spanish colonial churches and palaces; drive through the
Sacred Valley of the Incas to the inn at Yucay; and, next day,
continue over high and spectacular Malaga Pass between
snow-capped Andean mountains and steeply down into the
tropical jungle to Quillabamba with its frontier-town feeling.
Next morning we travel by dawn train through the gorge of
the Urubamba River to Machu Picchu, the most dramatical¬
ly situated archaeological site in the world, where we stay
two nights at the small hotel near the Inca ruins.
The tour is again accompanied by
whose fifteenth visit to Peru this is.

Mr. Hanns Ebensten,

The tour can be pleasantly combined with our affordable
AMAZON CRUISE on June 19, 1988.
Detailed brochures of the tour, and a copy of our newsletter
which lists all our fine travel programs for men, are available
from:

leader¬

at the march.

Himes, who asserted that gay leadership in

HANNS EBENSTEN
513 FLEMING

TRAVEL, INC

California is

STREET, KEY WEST, FLORIDA 33040, USA
TELEPHONE (305)2940174

with

When

"absolutely up for grabs,"
commented, "I think the march on Sacra¬
mento, very frankly, is going to happen
or

without the leaders.... And I think

writing to

us,

please state that you

saw

this advertisement in The Advocate.

anybody who stands up in the front will be
the leader of it."

■
FEBRUARY

2,

1988

17

VIDEO WEST ANNOUNCES THE GRAND OPENING

EWSFRONT

CALIFORNIA TACTICS
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11)

I

8865 Santa Monica Blvd.
West

1

RW OMOMF'

■

Hollywood, CA 90069

(213) 854-0811

213-854 0811

Open 11am-10pm 7 days.

We ship anywhere
in the US

Free parking at
the Larrabee Sound lot.

ask for Don.

m

mm

A.

ACT UP

AIDS Coalition
To Unleash Power

Add Inches to arms, chest
and thighs. Sculpt abdomen,
buttocks and calves. Burn fat
and tone muscles
with
The Body Maker. Safe, ad¬

Sll(lia--D{ATH

.

Support AIDS Activism
SILENCE = DEATH

•

•

S_ _M_

Sweatshirts

$25.

ea.

S_ _M_ .1

Buttons

20

Posters

$15.

XL

Total $_

-State-

Please make check

16

Computer controlled
operation
Portable &

ex-

*

Exclusive Pat. Pend
muscle growth system
FREE instructional video
FREE

carrying case

HealthTech, Inc.

Dept. ADV 12/87
Washington, D.C. 20000 Visa & MC orders call
1-800-072-8787 If busy, call 1-800-826-2189
ask for operator 130 For info: (202) 362-5921
30-day money-back
• One-year
f^ade in
guarantee.
warranty.
USA
3430 Conn. Ave. N.W. #11207

Address-

City

-Zip-

order payable to; ACT UP.
St., Suite G4, NEW YORK. NY 10014.
or

money

THE

10 PiH

Send check or money
orders to:

ea.

Name

496A Hudson

•

•

@ $25.

+

pandable

PLEASE SPECIFY QUANTITIES
ea.

$599

anteed

■

$15.

.

justable electrical impulses
work your body more effec¬
tively than regular exercise.
Medically proven and guar¬

FIGHT BACK, FIGHT AIDS
T-Shirts

.

Body Maker 700
pads, battery
pack and rectiarger:
12

ADVOCATE

•

pie infected with HIV will die," Boneberg
said. "That changes everything. We can win
all the civil rights attacks and still lose a
million gay men. I'm willing to risk losing
some things like LaRouche because the
other prospect is so much more terrible."
Standing out against the backdrop of
antigay legislation is the resurgence of
interest in old-fashioned gay street activism
sparked by the October march on Washing¬
ton. An estimated 30,000 to 40,000 Californians traveled across the country to attend
the march; many came back eager to delve
into politics. New groups are forming, and
fresh leadership is emerging, promising to
alter fundamentally the gay political land¬
scape in California.
For example, ACT UP (AIDS Coalition
to Unleash Power) groups have recently
formed in San Diego and Los Angeles,
where an initial meeting drew more than
250 people. ACT UP's impact was felt
within days of that meeting: When word
leaked that the group intended to demon¬
strate outside a planned fund-raising din¬
ner for U.S. Sen. Alan Cranston (DCalif.) — protesting Cranston's support of
the antigay Helms amendment —the din¬
ner was abruptly canceled.
Out and Outraged, another direct-action
group formed after last October's Supreme
Court civil disobedience action, recently
occupied the Los Angeles office of U.S.
Sen. Pete Wilson (R-Calif.) in a protest of
his support for the Helms amendment;
seven protesters were arrested.
Other groups working on the cutting
edge of gay politics are gaining momen¬
tum. Working both inside and outside the
political process, the Los Angeles AIDS
Hospice Committee has forced the con¬
servative-dominated county board of
supervisors to do a complete about-face on
the question of funding hospice care. In less
than a year, the Hospice Committee has
grown to 600 members and has garnered a
reputation for its political savvy and bright,
articulate

leadership.

Some of the new, more militant activists

their ranks as filling what they, at least,
perceive to be a leadership void. "I think
there are two things going on," commented
Hospice Committee member Chris Brownlie. "One is the collapse of the established
gay leadership. To my mind they have com¬
pletely vacated the scene. The discussion
right now is being framed by the right wing.
see

the Bangor

delivered

Daily News attacked the

According to Dr. Bernard Bihari, an
AIDS researcher and member of CRTs In¬

wishy-washy editorial criticizing
the "unfortunate timing" of the action.
Gay activists and their supporters
acknowledge that the new policy will not
quickly change the atmosphere for gay
people on campus. Professor Kling pre¬
dicted the policy "won't make people freer
about coming out, especially.. .people
who don't have tenure" but might en¬
courage more people to pursue gay-related
scholarly studies. Equal opportunity direc¬
tor Estler said the policy addition had im¬
portant "symbolic value" and may make
gay people feel "a little more secure."
But Dale McGormick, president of the
Maine Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance,
lished

a

maintained the trustees' vote was "wonder¬
ful" evidence that there is

port for gay rights in
"We're

increasing

just collecting

more

and

more

ing more and more a mainstream issue. It's
perceived as an important civil rights issue,
was

not."
—

Peter

Freiberg

New York Group
Gets Grant to
Test Anti-PCP Drug
described as a "pioneering ini¬
community-based AIDS group
in New York City has received a $400,000
contract from a major pharmaceutical
company to undertake clinical trials of a
new drug. The drug, aerosol pentamidine,
is designed to prevent the pneumonia that
is the leading cause of death of people with
In what

tiative,"

AIDS.

was

a

■

Lyphomed,

a

Kettering Cancer Center in New York City
are "very promising."
Bihari told the

Chicago-based drug firm,

awarded the one-year contract to the Com¬

munity Research Initiative (CRI), a sub¬
sidiary of the People with AIDS Coalition.
CRI will study whether aerosol pentami¬
dine, now used to treat Pneumocystis
carina pneumonia (PCP), can prevent the
condition from developing.
Unlike most clinical trials, which are car¬
ried out at large research institutions, the
CRI-sponsored project will be conducted
by private physicians in their own offices,
using patients who have been diagnosed
with AIDS. The $400,000 contract will per¬
mit 200 people with AIDS to receive the
drug free of charge for one year.
Michael Callen, a gay man with AIDS
and a founding member of the People with
AIDS Coalition, said CRI was formed and
the drug study initiated because of inade-

news

conference that

although "they're not in a position yet to say
with scientific certainty that aerosol pen¬
tamidine prevents PCP, it looks like this will
turn out to be a major preventative for the
major cause of death from AIDS.
"The addition of our 200 patients to
facilitate and accelerate FDA approval so
it [the drug] can be used nationwide is ex¬
tremely important. This is a treatment that
should... markedly improve long-term
AmFAR

founding chair Mathilde Krim

survival from AIDS."
Dr.

federal treatment research efforts.
"Rather than continue to bang our heads
against an immovable wall of federal in¬
difference and incompetence," Callen said
quate

friends," she said, "and the issue is becom¬

and before it

stitutional Review Board, the preliminary
results from research at Memorial Sloan-

sup¬

Maine.

directly into the lungs of PWAs

who have not contracted PCP.

for "condoning what is wrong,"
while the Maine Sunday Telegram pub¬
trustees

statement, "we have chosen to utilize a
largely untapped resource —the practices
and the expertise of community physicians
with large AIDS and ARC practices —to
conduct quality treatment research in what
we hope will prove a faster, cheaper, and
perhaps better way than is currently being
in

a

Joseph Sonnabend, who heads

CRI's executive scientific committee, will

principal investigator for the
study of aerosol pen¬
tamidine is also being conducted at San
Francisco General Hospital.
CRI, which is registered and approved by
serve

as

clinical trial. A

'This is

a

treatment

should... markedly

done elsewhere....
"Our goal is to dramatically

increase...
being tested as
well as the number of persons with AIDS
[or] ARC who have access to treatment

improve long-term

the number of substances

survival from AIDS."

trials."
Dr. Mathilde

—

Krim,

a

th^t

Dr. Bernard Bihari

founding chair of

the American Foundation for AIDS Re¬

(AmFAR) who serves on CRI's exec¬
utive scientific committee, called CRI a

the New York State

"pioneering initiative."
Joining Callen and others at

experts for its Institutional Review Board
and Scientific Advisory Committee.
Callen called CRI's formation last spring

search

a

Dec. 16

conference in Manhattan, Krim noted
that while it is not unusual in Europe for
news

an

unprecedented example of people with
banding together "to sponsor top-

a

in this country.
Krim acknowledged

our own

During the experiment, 40 physicians
will administer dosages to 200 patients

weeks; half will receive 100
milligrams and half 150 milligrams. The
drug is currently being injected intra¬
venously into patients who already have
PCP; in the CRI project, aerosol pen¬
every two

so

notch treatment research in

an

effort to save

lives and the lives of those who

be diagnosed with AIDS."
community-based physicians
are conducting the trials with their own pa¬
tients, said Bihari, there will be more
efficient recruitment and follow-up of pa¬
tients as well as sensitivity to ethical issues.

may eventually

Because

Bihari asserted that because CRI is spon¬

undertake similar endeavors.

tamidine will be inhaled

AIDS

disease

private physicians to participate in con¬
trolled clinical research, the idea was new

there would be "a
question of convincing" the federal Food
and Drug Administration (FDA) to accept
the results of the CRI-sponsored trial, but
she expressed hope that this research would
encourage other community groups to

Department of Health,

has enlisted a number of prominent

by the People with AIDS Coalition,
a sense of empowerment, and
one of the things that's very clear with this
disease is that... people with a sense of em¬
sored

"it adds to

powerment do much better and have a
much better chance of getting the treat¬
ment

they need."

that it is

—
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According to a fact sheet prepared by
GUTS, the total money spent to date on
AIDS by the Dallas County Commis¬
sioners and the Dallas

City Council
$55,000 grants to the
Dallas County Health Department.
Another $80,000 was recently apportioned
to the Dallas County Health Department
by the county commissioners, but the funds
have not yet been spent and may not be
spent until sometime next summer. Money
from corporate grants has trickled into the
coffers of some local AIDS groups, but the
vast majority of funds for AIDS-related
amounts to two

services is drawn from Dallas's gay com¬

i

Former Dallas

Gay Alliance president Bill Nelson traces outline of mock

corpse at

City Hall

protest.

Gay Direct-Action
Group Lets Loose
In Dalies
When the bureaucrats

charged with keep¬
ing the Dallas city government functioning
arrived for work on the morning of Dec. 21,
they encountered a dramatic and disturb¬
ing sight. Armed with cardboard cutouts
and chalk, about 50 gay activists had
worked feverishly in the chilly predawn
hours to trace the outlines of 610 figures on
the sidewalk in front of Dallas City Hall,
each image symbolizing a person who has
died of AIDS in Dallas County.
The striking montage quickly drew the
attention of curious bystanders, local TV
crews, and at least a few indignant civic
potentates who were bothered by the un¬
sightly statement of protest against the
city's handling of the AIDS crisis.
"They defaced city property," huffed
Mayor Annette Strauss in the next day's
edition of tht Dallas Morning News. Make
no mistake about it, declared Assistant City
Manager Bob Blodgett, the demonstrators
would be billed the $250 cleanup cost in12
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curred by the city. Indeed, within hours,

city workers using high-pressure hoses had

munity, Waybourn noted.
Waybourn also sharply criticized a deci¬
sion made Dec. 16 by the State Board of In¬
surance that allows insurers to require that
prospective applicants be tested for the
presence of HIV antibodies —a step Way¬
bourn insists will result in widespread
denial of coverage and a shift in AIDS care
costs from the private sector to the public
sector. "Had this ruling been in effect for
these 610 people, we estimate the cost to
Dallas County taxpayers would have been
more than $36 million," Waybourn said.
Waybourn told The ADVOCATEYiewdiS
not surprised that city officials removed the
chalk images so quickly. "The way this city
has dealt with the AIDS problem has been
to wash its hands of it, and that is what it
did with the chalk in front of City Hall:
simply washed it away."
The City Hall action was not the first

off the

time that GUTS made headlines with its
direct, confrontational style. Over the
Thanksgiving holiday—a peak travel time

the activists who make up

at

washed every last trace of the "crime scene"

municipal plaza. But by that time,
the newly formed
Gay Urban Truth Squad (GUTS) had made
their point.
"The chalk outlines represent the corpses
of innocent, murdered victims," said
William Waybourn, president of the Dallas
Gay Alliance (DGA), under whose um¬
brella GUTS

was

formed last November.

"The

leading suspect is a virus, but ac¬
cessories to the crime include lack of
research

plus the slow-to-respond modus
operandi of the federal, state, county, and
Dallas city governments."

Dallas-Fort Worth International Air¬

port—about 20 GUTS members con¬
fronted supporters of political extremist
Lyndon LaRouche, who were promoting
their various

causes

in the American

Airlines terminal there.

"They were passing out these homo¬
phobic brochures claiming to be telling the
truth about AIDS," GUTS member Bill
Hunt recounted. "We

passed out brochures
telling the truth about Lyndon LaRouche
and what [his workers] do with people's
credit cards." Federal authorities have

ac¬

Dallas ranks ninth in the nation in the

cused LaRouche and his followers of

number of reported AIDS cases, according
the federal Centers for Disease Control.

engaging in massive credit card fraud.
With the terminal choked with holiday
travelers, the two groups competed for the
attention of passersby, handing out sharply
contradictory fliers and brochures about
AIDS. In addition, GUTS distributed con¬
doms. Every time a LaRouche worker ap¬
proached somebody, a GUTS activist
stepped forward to tell the person that the
worker supported LaRouche.

to

Nearly 1,000 cases of AIDS have been
reported in Dallas County. And the
number is rising rapidly because of the
city's and county's "homophobic footdragging on providing adequate medical
and treatment facilities; little or no funding
of community-based, frontline organiza¬
tions; and ignorance and prejudice,"
Waybourn claimed.

The three-hour confrontation was punc-

strident activist Robin

Tyler. "What these
beginning to realize —like the
Jews did in Nazi Germany — is that there is
no such thing as buying into a political
system that would rather see us dead or
quarantined than sexually educated," she
said. "No matter how successfully we pass
ourselves off as straight, no matter how
much money we give to politicians, the fact
people

are

is that when it

time to turn

comes

on us

we're still queers to them.

They don't want
us, and what that has done is create a vast
number of new militants out of people who
were previously conservative. Establish¬
ment types."

"This is

an election year, and there are a
legislators who want to get some¬
thing — anything — enacted so that they can
go back to their constituents and say they
have actually done something to stop
AIDS," observed Rand Martin, legislative
advocate for the Sacramento-based Lobby
for Individual Freedom and Equality
(LIFE). "We have a lot of fights on our
hands. But we don't want to be strictly on
the defensive: we want to move proactively as well."
A self-selected group of gay leaders has
been huddling behind closed doors for

lot of

months in

an

effort to craft

a

strategy to

deal with the threats

ly relentless array of attacks, in par¬
ticular the resurrrection of the

Fuelingal thistoughtalkisase ming¬
LaRouche-backed

tive. With

more

quarantine initia¬

than 100,000 signa¬

backers of the eccentric
political extremist easily succeeded in
qualifying the measure for the June
primary ballot. As before, the initiative
tures to spare,

would declare carriers of the HIV antibody
to be in an

"infectious, contagious, and

communicable" condition, subject to man¬

datory reporting requirements and poten¬
tial quarantine.
At least two, and possibly three, other
initiatives drawn up along similar lines are
also likely to appear on next November's
ballot. A proposal sponsored by Los
Angeles County Sheriff Sherman Block
would greatly expand HIV antibody testing
of suspects in criminal and juvenile cases
involving sex offenses or assaults on peace
officers and emergency medical personnel.
At the apparent behest of the insurance
industry, homophobic U.S. representative
William Dannemeyer (R-Calif.) is pro¬
moting a ballot measure that critics con¬
tend would virtually criminalize HIV
antibody-positive status. Among other
things, Dannemeyer proposes to allow anti¬
body test results to be used to determine
insurability and employability. Under
threat of criminal penalty, HIV antibodypositive individuals would be required to
report the names of sexual contacts that
may have resulted in transmission of any
AlDS-related "causative agent."
On the legislative front, conservative
state senator John Doolittle (R-Rocklin) is
back with a wide-ranging package of bills
designed to gut California's tough AIDS
confidentiality law and expand mandatory
HIV antibody testing. Doolittle was
stopped in similar efforts last summer when
gays mounted an aggressive lobbying cam¬
paign against him. Less than six months
later, however, more than 60 measures await
action in Sacramento.

posed by LaRouche,
Doolittle, and others. While the specifics
remain to be worked out, the broad outlines
of the strategy are clear: Activists intend to
essentially ignore the LaRouche initiative,
focus on beating back the Block and Dan¬
nemeyer initiatives, and work in support of
a proposed tax credit to finance a massive
program of AIDS research and treatment.
Gay leaders are betting on a softening of
public attitudes on AIDS and continued
opposition to LaRouche by the state's ma¬
jor news outlets and medical organizations
to prevent the quarantine initiative from
passing.
"There will be some effort expended, but
it would really be an awful waste for us to
spend another two or three million to
defeat

an

initiative that, if it were to pass,

really wouldn't change things," said Com"1 simply don't believe that anybody
in the health Establishment is going to
make it their priority to enforce it. I'm not

Duke

Comegys: "[Nlothing

we can

do is

Inappropriate."

egys.

worried about it."

among gay activists that time
and money spent to defend against political

perception

attacks only undermine proactive efforts to
combat the

epidemic. "We don't have the
fight all battles," said
Boneberg. "There is consensus that we have
to prioritize. I think the most important
issue before

to

us

in 1988, and for the duration

of this epidemic,

is to dramatically increase
research and treatment funding to stop
[AIDS from developing in] HIV-infected
people."
To that end, activists are gearing up to
push through the legislature Assembly
Constitutional Amendment 8, which
would give voters a chance to create a multimillion-dollar tax-credit-supported AIDS
research and treatment fund. Activist
Bruce Decker and state controller

legislature by unanimous votes last
it was later vetoed by conservative
Republican governor George Deukmejian.
Lawmakers have only until the end of
January to act on the tax credit plan in
order for it to appear alongside the
state

The decision to pay scant attention to the
LaRouche threat largely reflects the general

resources

AIDS research and treatment programs.
An identical bill cleared both houses of the

summer;

LaRouche initiative in June.

If the

the tax credit
measure, gay activists vow to go to the
streets with a petition campaign aimed at
getting the proposal on the November
legislature fails to

approve

ballot.

Investing gay political resources in ad¬
vancing the tax credit plan instead of
defeating the LaRouche initiative is a risk
many activists feel is worth taking, par¬
ticularly in light of continuing dire predic¬
tions about the AIDS epidemic. "The most
important change in the last 12 months is
the scientific demonstration that most peo(CONTINUED O.N PAGE 16)

Gray

Davis, sponsors of the proposal, estimate
that the tax credit will be able to generate
anywhere from $50 million to SIOO million
a year that would be earmarked solely for
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THOUGHT PROCESSING:
The Time Is Right
A Gay Think Tank

graduate school under the auspices of The
Committee for Lesbian and Gay Studies
and the Center for Research on Women in

for

Society. 1 applaud and support their efforts,
but I have reservations about our think tank

being under the control of

by STUART NORMAN

B I've always been fascinated with those
mysterious institutions of thought and ideas
that

call think tanks. I've had

we

a

love of

knowledge since early childhood and have
often dreamed of working in an environ¬
ment of concepts and ideas, an environment
where people are encouraged to go beyond
the realm of here and

now

and strive for new

acceptable ways to present the gay agenda to
the public—via poll taking or a public rela¬
tions campaign —and it could further
research

tions

dream to be

There

—

an

"idea man." Yet still 1

con¬

template the fantasy of creating and work¬
ing in a think tank. Perhaps now is the time
to turn

that dream into

reality.
Often, the term think tank conjures up
negative images of antiquated Establish¬
ment thinking; Visions of military
planning
and nuclear strategy come to mind. And
while those types of institutions do exist —

such

The Rand

Corporation and the
Brookings Institute—many think tanks are
as

devoted

to more

humane issues.

Scores of left-wing and right-wing polit¬
ical and ethnic groups use such institutions,

addressing issues of social, economic, and
political importance from their own
ideological positions. A think tank devoted
to the gay community is an idea whose time
has

come.

A gay

and lesbian think tank could
political issues of special concern
to us and determine how they are
likely to
affect our community. It could formulate
and recommend new strategies to further
our civil rights. It
might find new and
research

Stuart Norman is

a

free-lance writer and

political editor o/RFD Journal.

on our

roles in human culture.

Especially important issues for us to ex¬
plore are social prejudice, fascism, racism,
religious fundamentalism, and the price of
sexual suppression to sociejy. The research
we could do would benefit not
only gays and

help humanity.
It's an exciting concept — living this life of
the mind perhaps because it is tinged with
overtones of the ivory tower.
But 1 became a writer instead, achiev¬
ing — in my own way—at least a part of my
ways to

an

academic

institution.

lesbians but also others.

Perhaps

we

further and

could take this idea

one

step

create a

computer information

network among gay

activists and organiza¬

to

facilitate instant communication.

are

already

many

gay-related

com¬

puter bulletin boards in existence; why not
link them and offer a national gay/lesbian
data bank that anyone with a computer and
modem could access? A monthly newslet¬
ter and

monographs or white papers detail¬
ing goals and current research findings could
be published.
1 envision this think tank

as a

nonprofit,

tax-exempt, educational institution presided
over by a board of directors, who would be
chosen from the gay community nation¬
wide.

Membership fees, donations, and

grants could support general operations and
also fund specific projects.

Gay scholars from many fields would be
to participate in research,
teaching,
and lecturing on a full- or part-time basis.
Seminars, lectures, conferences, and
workshops to share information would be
invited

held

frequently

I believe ours should be completely in¬
dependent. After all, academia has its own
viewpoints, prejudices, and procedures that
might restrict the vision we're trying to en¬
courage. Academia is conservative in its own
peculiar way, and I envision a more radical
line of thought that is not stifled by

academic conventions. I know this

reason¬

ing may appear controversial to those of us
who wish our community to have social
respectability and academic acceptability^
And I fully realize that going our own way
could be viewed as separatist. But gays and
lesbians go against the social grain anyway,
so why not embark on a new
path to
knowledge?
Considering the numbers that we would
represent nationwide, 1 think it would be to
our advantage to plan two such think
tanks,
which would ideally share valuable informa¬
tion between them.

One of the

problems I foresee for our
diversity of political
ideology expressed within our community.
We cover the whole spectrum of political
viewpoint: from conservative to liberal to
radical. At some point we would have to
think tank is the

decide where

we want our

institution

to

position itself. Or could it find solutions not
within those boundaries? 1 still believe that
the

gay/lesbian

movement is devoted to

bringing about cultural and social
changes — fundamental changes in the ways
people relate—not assimilation on society's
terms.

Finally, we must be willing to support our
think tank, to allow it to grow into an
establishment that speaks for a//the various
segments of our community.
A project like this would naturally

possible. And they
would be open to anyone who was inter¬
ested, not only scholars.
Unlike many academic think tanks, ours
would not just deal in abstract research but
would also produce practical solutions to
real problems. There is a think tank being

ty. Those of you who share my dream may

formed

contact

as

at

the

as

City University of New York

require

volunteers in both time and money,
and I am willing to coordinate our efforts.
many

This idea is still in the formative stage,
am open to all feedback. I would like

and I
to

get the debate going within our communi¬
me

through The ADVOCATE. ■
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NEW THREATS
PROMPT NEW
TACTICS IN

CALIFORNIA
BY MARK VANDERVELDEN

When California voters in

November 1986 resound¬

ingly rejected Proposition
64, the Lyndon LaRouchebacked AIDS quarantine
initiative, gay activists

ACT liP/L.A.

undocumented aliens

measure

hard-fought

triumph, breathed a collec¬
tive sigh of relief, and
fervently hoped that the
worst was over.

But with the dawn of

1988 those

hopes have

vanished: many California
gay

activists are now fear¬

ful that the worst is

Not

come.

yet to

only have La-

Rouche's forces returned
with
10

a

nearly identical
THE
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seeking amnesty.

slated for the June primary ballot,

but at least two other equally punitive anti-

AIDS initiatives are also vying for spots
November's ballot. Upping the
political ante are more than 60 bills — most
with a distinctly antigay edge — pending in
the state legislature.
Gay activists agree that in the face of an
unceasing backlash, the stage is set for a
dramatic, significantly more militant gay
political response. That response, they
predict, will set the tone for the national
debate on AIDS. Moreover, they hope that
the California AIDS battle will spill over
into the presidential race to influence the
overall direction of AIDS policy in the

gay
on

savored their

organised Ihe Dec. 23 demonslralion al (he Ixis Angeles office of the Immigration
the agency's policy requiring HIV antibody testing for

and Naturalization Service to protest

next

not alone in calling for more drastic
political action. Even California's most
conservative. Establishment-oriented gay
leaders are now supporting the kind of mili¬
tant direct action and widespread civil

disobedience that would have been un¬

These leaders feel
betrayed by liberal lawmakers who feed
often and deep at the troughs of gay
political action committees and then refuse
to stand up to such overt attacks on gays as
the homophobic AIDS funding amend¬
ment by U.S. Sen. Jesse Helms (R-N.C.)
that won overwhelming Senate support late
heard of just a year ago.

last year.
"I don't

care

what

we

do. There is

United States for years to come.
"I think 1988 is the most important year

nothing we can do that is inappropriate,"
said Los Angeles activist Duke Comegys,

Paul Boneberg, execu¬
Francisco-based
Mobilization Against AIDS. "Increasing¬
ly, gay men and lesbians are realizing that
they have nothing to lose, and that means
there is going to be a major acceleration in
the militancy of our tactics and in civil
disobedience. I see California's primary
role in 1988 as leading national politics in
a much more militant direction."

a

in AIDS ever," said

tive director of the San

Street-smart activists like Boneberg are

board member of the Human Rights
Campaign Fund and a major bankroller of
gay causes. "What is needed is for the gay
community to make a loud noise, a consis¬
tent noise, until the message gets through
that we will no longer tolerate this govern¬
ment killing us."
The assertion by Establishment gay
activists such as Comegys that a businessas-usual approach to AIDS politics is in¬
adequate does not surprise the more

progress for gays, said officials of the
Human Rights Campaign Fund (HRCF)

Gay and Lesbian Thsk
(NGLTF), two national gay groups
that formed a joint convention operation
called Voters Organized in Coalition for the
Election (VOICE '88). For example:
• For the first
time, representatives of
HRCF and NGLTF were invited to testify
before the party's platform committee.
• TVvo
Republicans—Weicker and Sen.
and the National
Force

John Chafee of Rhode Island-►are

now

cosponsors of a federal gay civil rights bill.
• HRCF has endorsed
11 Republican

candidates so far this year, almost twice the

supported in the 1986 election.
rejection of right-wing evangelist
Pat Robertson's presidential bid in the
primaries may convince other Republican

number it
•

The

politicians that homophobia does not pay.

TWIN PHOBIAS
Still, what stood out at the end of the fourday convention was how much work has yet
to be

done within the party before gay
will be even nominally

interests

represented.
"Basically, [gay Republicans are] here to
do battle with... two phobia twins, as I call
them... homophobia among Republicans
and 'Republicaphobia' among gay people,"
Gary Bastian, a board member of United
Republicans for Equality and Privacy
(UREP), a recently formed national group
for gay Republicans, told a reception in
New Orleans. "There

are

millions and

millions of gay Republicans in this country,

[but] they are not as organized as the
Democrats; they are not as visible as the
Democrats."
lb achieve success,

A San Francisco group

sponsored

an

AIDS protest called Mothers Against AIDS.

Bastian said, "the gay

rights movement has to involve both
political parties. No matter how much the
Republican party wants [it to], the gay voter
is not going to go away, and no matter how
much the gay voter wants [it to], the
Republican party is not going to go away."
Even though many gay activists are leftleaning, most of them support the efforts
of gay Republicans, said NGLTF media
director Urvashi Vaid. "I know that there
lot of gay Republicans," she said.
"They have not organized themselves to be
a presence within the Republican party.
That hurts our whole community's effort
there, because then we are outsiders pro¬
testing policies instead of outsiders and
insiders protesting policies."
are a

newspaper columnists

Rowland Evans and
Robert Novak reported that Bush's state¬
ment favoring antidiscrimination protec¬
tion was "accidental," fueled fears that
Bush was retreating from his earlier stance
in an effort to woo the party's conservative
wing.

NO AIDS MENTIONS
Neither Bush nor his choice for vice presi¬

dent, Sen. Dan Quayle of Indiana,
mentioned AIDS in his nomination

acceptance speech. And given the hostility
toward gays that some delegates expressed

verbally and physically when they

en¬
countered AIDS activists at protests out¬
side the convention hall, any supportive

Republican stance on gay rights seemed a
long way off.
Nevertheless, there were some signs of

BUSH ON GAY RIGHTS
Replying to an NGLTF questionnaire sent
all presidential candidates. Bush earlier

to
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antidiscrimination
"It

stance was

accidental.

mistake, and the vice president
will stick by his word," he said.
But HRCF political director Eric Rosen¬
thal noted that "Bush controlled the plat¬
form committee, and in my mind, that at
least calls into question his commitment to
the principles articulated in the presidential
AIDS commission report
[N]ow I'm
not really sure what to think about his posi¬
was no

tion

on

AIDS."

In a statement, VOICE '88 also criticized
as

"election-year hyperbole and voodoo
platform's assertion

AIDS economics" the

that the "Reagan/Bush administration
launched the nation's fight against AIDS,

committing more than $5 billion in the last
five years." Instead, VOICE '88 main-

Here are excerpts concerning AIDS

from
Republican party's 1988 platform.
The platform does not mention gay
rights.
the

Those who staffer from AIDS, their
families, and the men and women of
medicine who care for the qfflicted
deserve our compassion and help. The
Reagan/Bush administration launched
the nation'sfight against AIDS, commit¬
ting more than $5 billion in the last five
years.
We will
Above: Presidential nominee George Bush didn't

mention AIDS issues or gay rights in his nomination
acceptance speech but has opposed a federal gay rights bill in the past. Opposite page; Just saying
no to gay rights? President Reagan and Nancy
Reagan, probably the two best-known symbols of
the Republican party's shift to the right, employed similar gestures in speeches to the convention.

this year

repeated his opposition to gay
rights legislation. "No one group should
have special privileges granted by govern¬
ment," he responded.
This was the same position he has taken
in the past, when he stood against what he
called "codification of laws relating to
homosexuals." In 1980, Bush told the Los

Angeles Times, "1 don't think American
society should be asked to accept that
homosexuality is a standard which should
be held up for acceptance. 1 just don't
believe that, and I'm not going to push
for it."

Thus, the 1988 Republicans clearly were
not even going to consider endorsing gay
rights in their platform, unlike the
Democrats, whose platform endorses
legislation that would ban discrimination
on

the basis of sexual orientation.

Approval given by Bush's campaign,
though, for HRCF and NGLTF to testify
before the platform committee suggested
12
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that

Republican officials were at least
recognizing that AIDS was a national issue
and that gay groups had a role to play in
discussions about AIDS, activists said.
And Bush's

preconvention statement en¬
dorsing protection against AIDS-related
discrimination

was

viewed

as

another

positive step, even though Bush repeated¬
ly couched his discussion of discrimination
in terms of its effect on children, whom he
called "innocent victims."

BUSH ON AIDS
Because of Bush's statement, gay activists
hoped that the Republican platform, like
the Democratic one, would endorse an
AIDS antidiscrimination law. When the

platform committee defeated Weicker's
proposal of such a law, Weicker insisted
that the rejection did not reflect Bush's
views.
In

an

interview, Weicker derided the
that Bush's

Evans and Novak report

AIDS

vigorously fight against
Continued research

on

the

virus is vital. We will continue, as well, to

provide experimental drugs that may
prolong life. We will establish within the
[U.S.] Food and Drug Administration a
process for expedited review of drugs
which may benefit AIDS patients. We
will allow supervised usage of experi¬
mental treatments.
We. ..must also protect those who do
not

have the disease. In this regard,

education

plays

a

critical role. AIDS

education should emphasize that absti¬

from [both] drug abuse and sex¬
activity outside of marriage is the
safest way to avoid irfection with the
AIDS virus. It is extremely important
that testing and contact tracing measures
be carried out and be appropriately
confidential
[W]e callfor penalties
for knowingly donating tainted blood or
otherwise deliberately endangering
nence

ual

j
|

others.

I

People should be encouraged to seek
early diagnosis and to remain on thejob
or in school as long as they are functionally capable.

\
j

]

NEWS IN DEPTH
declared. "Sure, we
pro-gay-rights plank [and] a
pro-more-AlDS-funding plank [in the plat¬
form] but we're not that afraid of what's in
the middle," Bastian

tained, only $2 billion has been specifically

to

allocated to fighting AIDS since Reagan
took office in 1981, with half the amount

would like

forced

on

the Administration by Congress.

VOICE '88 criticized the

platform's
insistence that AIDS education should be
based on the message that "abstinence
from drug abuse and sexual activity outside
of marriage" is the best way to prevent the
disease. They noted that the President's
own commission and numerous public
health experts favor safe-sex education as
well

as

programs to

for drug

provide clean needles

addicts.

a

,

there now."

CLOSETED GAY ORGANIZERS
Bastian

and Robert Brown, a gay

Republican from Austin, Ibxas, came to
New Orleans as part of their effort to
organize gay Republicans. Both men are
still closeted.

Bastian, a former city council member in
Mamaroneck, N.Y., is not out to his fam¬
ily or business partner and uses the name
Barry Adams in interviews with the main¬
stream media. Brown, who has long been

issue person.

There are other things that I

consider."

Thompson said he finds the Republicans*
on foreign policy and
economic issues attractive. While he
conservative views

expressed anger toward the party's new
right, he said there are also "many good
Republicans. The Republican party clearly
stands for what 1 believe in. 1 just couldn't
imagine being a Democrat."
Thompson said party members haven't
criticized him because he is gay but said
that gays sometimes have criticized him
because he is a Republican. "The enemy is

active in Tbxas Republican politics, said he
can

be

more

effective in dealing with gay

and AIDS issues within the party if he does
not

publicly disclose his sexual orientation.

Because many gay Republicans are much
more closeted

than Bastian and Brown and

unwilling to get involved in any gay
group, outreach to them is especially
are

difficult.

Still, Bastian said that 11 gay Republican
clubs, with 1,200 members between them,
have been formed. They are in Austin,
Tfex.; Chicago; Dallas; Denver; Washing¬
ton, D.C.; Los Angeles; greater New York

City; Orange County, Calif.; San Fran¬
cisco; Seattle; and San Diego. Three more
clubs (in Tkmpa, Fla.; Phoenix; and Madi¬
son, Wis.) reportedly are being organized.
In addition, there are now two openly gay
Republican elected officials — Robert Ebersole, town clerk of Lunenburg, Mass., and
Jim McFarland, an alderman in Madison.

IMPACT OF PLATFORM
Whether the platform will have any prac¬
tical impact is uncertain. John Thomas, a
Dallas gay Republican who testified before
the platform

committee and did volunteer
said

tion organized by UREP at a New Orleans

work for VOICE '88 in New Orleans,

he believes the document was a "bone"
thrown by Bush to the conservatives.

"Bush
has already been much stronger on AIDS
than the platform, than the party, than
Reagan's administration," he said.
Bastian expressed disappointment with
the platform, but like most gay Repub¬
licans who

WHAT GAY REPUBLICANS THINK
Several dozen gay Republicans, from
Louisiana and elsewhere, attended a recep¬

were

in New Orleans for the

convention, he said he supported Bush's

presidential bid. "We're hopeful because of
two reasons," he said. "We believe that
George Bush is basically a decent in¬
dividual, and we believe he showed some
independent thought when he came out in
favor of confidentiality [in HIV antibody
testing] and federal [antidiscrimination]
legislation.
"The [party] pendulum is swinging back

In interviews, gay Republicans said
that gay rights and AIDS issues were not
the most important factors in their choice
gay bar.

of a political party,
common
•
they
wing,
•

are part

Bush is

and they voiced several

themes, including beliefs that

a

of the party's moderate

"decent man" who would take

supportive stands on AIDS questions if
the

Republican party's positions on gay-

related issues

POSSIBLE DEFECTIONS
Despite the almost unanimous support for
Bush at the gay reception, there may be
some defections as the campaign proceeds.
Bruce Decker, a California gay Republican
who helped found Concerned Americans
for Individual Rights, a defunct
predecessor of UREP, said he was "lean¬
ing" toward endorsing Bush's rival.
Democratic presidential nominee Michael
Dukakis.

"It's difficult for me to overlook 6 Vi years

by George Bush on AIDS,"
"[l]t's difficult for me to
believe that should he be elected, the
[Reagan AIDS] policy, ranging from in¬
difference to malice, is going to change."

of silence

elected, and
•

George Bush," he said. "The enemy is
homophobia, and we've got to unite
against that issue."
not

are

somewhat less favorable

than those of the Democratic party but not

greatly less favorable.
"If 1 were voting specifically on gay
rights, I'd be [a] Democrat," said Michael
Thompson, a 23-year-old New Orleans gay
activist. "But fortunately, I'm not a one-

Decker said.

McFarland said that Bush's choice of the
conservative

Quayle as his running mate
made the ticket "even more unappealing.
At this

point, 1 really don't know [how I'll
SEPTEMBER 27,1988
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vote]. I'm much more in agreement with the
Bush ticket on economic and

foreign policy
issues, but [its] strong support of the social
agenda of the... fundamentalist wing of
the party is very disturbing."
McFarland said gay Republicans must
back state and local party leaders who will
support gays. In California, he said, sup¬
portive leaders have given increasing
influence to gay Republican clubs. "1 think
the California state party is way ahead of
other [state] parties in understanding that
being gay does not necessarily mean [that]
you're a Democrat or evil," he said.
Even nationally, though, homophobia
continues to crop up in the party. The Afew
Orleans Times-Picayune quoted a Bush
campaign official as praising a pamphlet,
endorsed by fundamentalist reverend Jerry
Falwell, that calls Dukakis "Sheriff Pansy."

He's

just not responsive
He doesn't
understand AIDS, [and] he doesn't under¬
stand where we're going with education and

counseling issues [and] what confidential¬
ity is."
In an analysis of Quayle's Senate voting
record, NGLTF and HRCF noted that
Quayle has voted to
•
restrict AIDS prevention activities by five
times supporting amendments proposed by
Sen. Jesse Helms (R-N.C.) to bar federal
funds for materials that "promote or
encourage.. .homosexual sexual activity,"
•
oppose providing federal money for
indigent people to cover the $10,000 annual
cost of the AIDS drug AZT,
•
prohibit federal funds for educational
programs, curricula, or materials that refer
to homosexuality as "normal," "natural,"

THE FUTURE
Gay Republicans emphasize that if the
party's stance on gay and AIDS issues is
going to change, moderates and others who
oppose the new right must gain more
power. At the New Orleans convention, the
signals were mixed on whether that was
happening, although several groups, con¬
vinced that the new right does not represent
most Republicans, have sprung up to
counter the

conservatives.

One group, called the Libertarian
Republican Organizing Committee, in¬
cludes a number of openly gay members. It
opposes restrictions on sexual freedom,
such as sodomy laws.
Another group, the Republican Main¬
stream Committee, drew about 50 people
to one of its meetings during the conven¬
tion. The committee's founder. Rep. Jim
Leach of Iowa, supports the federal gay
rights bill, but gay rights is clearly not a
high priority for the organization.
Neither group, though, has yet
developed a substantial foothold inside the
party. As a result, advocacy of gay rights
and AIDS issues primarily falls on a small
number of elected Republicans, like

Sen. Dan Quayle

TVo national gay groups

condemned
Republican presidential nominee George
Bush's choice of U.S. senator Dan Quayle
of Indiana as his running mate, asserting
that the selection raised "serious concerns"

about the commitment of Bush and the

Republican party to fighting AIDS.
Quayle, a right-winger, "has not sup¬
ported responsible AIDS policy and has
opposed gay and lesbian civil rights," the
National Gay and Lesbian Thsk Force
(NGLTF) and the Human Rights Cam¬
paign Fund (HRCF) asserted in a joint
statement. The view of the two national gay

groups was echoed by Kathy Sarris,

former
president of Justice, Inc., a gay group in
Quayle's home state, and by Michael
Gradison, executive director of the Indiana
Civil Liberties Union.
The Justice group "wrote off Dan Quayle
long time ago," said Sarris, who is a
Republican. "Check his voting record — he

a

is

conservative. He is
to deal with,

gay

issues]."

"healthy,"

•

exempt religious-affiliated schools from

a

Washington, D.C., gay rights ordinance,

and
•

confirm the nomination, opposed by

NGLTF and HRCF, of appeals court judge
Robert Bork to the U.S. Supreme Court.
HRCF political director Eric Rosenthal
acknowledged that Quayle cast three votes
on

AlDS-related issues that

Senate labor and human resources commit¬
tee, which has

jurisdiction over health
issues, "at no time has he or his staff shown
a willingness to deal with [AIDS] issues in
responsible fashion," Rosenthal said.

Robertson is that he's not

the Democratic vice

party institutions in order to try to change

a

things can become an effective voice.... 1
would certainly urge the gay and lesbian

You don't hear Dan

community not to give up on the Republi¬
can party.... It's my hope that if people
don't desert us and instead fight with us
these next years, we [liberals] can be an even
stronger voice and, 1 hope, a majority four
years from now."
■

AIDS."

Pentecostalist

or a

charismatic or

fundamentalist

getting up on a soap¬
box and condemning gays as the cause of
But Gradison said that Quayle "has no
sensitivity to the [AIDS] issue, and he has
no sensitivity to the gay-lesbian life-style or
any other issue surrounding the gay-lesbian
constituency. It's not.. .as if he's terrible.

in agree¬

positions taken by HRCF but
said the votes "frankly, don't amount to a
great deal." The three votes
•
opposed HIV antibody testing for mar¬
riage license applicants,
•
opposed an amendment that would bar
use of federal funds to provide clean
needles to drug addicts as an AIDS preven¬
tion measure, and
•
supported final passage of a comprehen¬
sive AIDS bill sponsored by Sen. Edward
Kennedy (D-Mass.), a bill that Rosenthal
said was "really a fait accompli."
Even though Quayle is a member of the

the

a

were

ment with

son," asserting, "The only difference be¬
[right-wing evangelist] Pat

tween him and

THE ADVOCATE

difficult per¬

Gradison called Quayle a "far-right per¬

favor abortion rights. Green told a news
conference that "people who work within

14

not a

he is not obnoxious, [but]
1 don't think he's educable [on AIDS and

Weicker and Green.

Citing gains made by Republicans who

a

son

or

NGLTF and HRCF also have criticized

voting record of Sen. Lloyd Bentsen,
presidential nominee.

But Rosenthal said that Democratic

presidential nominee Michael Dukakis's
"responsible record on AIDS" and the
Democratic party's platform stances
against antigay and AlDS-related discrimi¬
nation indicate that the Democratic ticket
would be more responsive on AIDS matters
than the

Bush-Quayle ticket would be.
Peter Freiberg
—

MOBILIZATION

AGAINST

AIDS
August 8, 1988

President Ronald
The White House

Reagan

Washington, B.C.
Mr. President:

We write to you as

mothers whose children have been diagnosed with AIDS. We ask for
of mothers

your help not for our sons, who are already dead, but for the tens of thousands
whose children might yet be spared the anguish that our sons had to endiue.
We have resolved to

try to meet with you for a few minutes in New Orleans during the
imperative that you take a little time to discuss the reality of AIDS not with
doctors or scientists or epidemiologists, who think in statistics, but with ordinary Americans
who know the personal side of the AIDS numbers.
convention. It is

We need to speak to you, Mr. President,
himdreds of thousands of AIDS deaths by 1991.

parents' children

as

dear to them as our sons,

about yoiu administration's projections of
These deaths are not just numbers but some
Michael and Scott, were to us.

What about the drugs that might save these peoples' lives? Why are they not being made
available quickly and cheaply to those who without treatment will surely die? Even your
administration's AIDS experts have said that if they had AIDS they'd obtain these drugs
"from the street" because they are not available through the government. Surely, Mr.

President,

our

great nation can do better than this to help a million families avoid the tragedy

of AIDS.
In ancient times those condemned to die had the

right to appeal their sentence to Caesar.
carried their appeal
this letter with the
signatures of family members of people with AIDS. We intend to appeal to the highest
authority in the land, the American people. We believe they would want you to speak out on
AIDS and what you will do to end tMs terrible epidemic.

Often when the condemned themselves could not appear, their mothers
for life for them. In this tradition we come to New Orleans to carry

We look forward to hearing from you, but should no reply
the New Orleans Convention on the morning of August 15th.

be forthcoming

we

will be at

Sincerely,

Barbara Cleaver

1540 MARKET STREET, SUITE 60

Sue Caves

•

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94102

•

(415) 863-4676

■SF

who

Mothers planning
AIDS pitch to GOP
reaucracy

his illness made it look like she
thought Michael was disgracing the

is needed to fight the in¬

up

familv. She didn't.

if the

hat

with mothers.
"Our message is
said Cleaver, whose

'We're

1984. "Time has

run

son.

Scott,

out for

and it's still running out."
■Added (^aves. whose

fornia mothers hold

chael.

hope that with

Long Beach home two

ean

more

to

save

other mothers'

Caves. 61. and Cleaver.

sons.

are

longtime Kepuhlicans. neither of
whom were politically active before
they helped form mothers' groups
lor families facing AID.S.
With the help of San Francisco's
Mohili/ation .Against AIDS, they
will journey to New Orleans this
week to stage a

personal protest
against the administration for "not
getting off the dime" on fighting the
dejidly virus.
Caves of Long Beach and (^leaver
of Torrance will take part in a Satur¬
day night candlelight vigil, ask for a
meeting with President Reagan and
demand platform planks that say

fail

to

was

see

was

.so

"Nothing hut good"
it. she said.
Cleaver,

many

To Beaver." She said she felt isolat¬

"This is the first time the

son. Scott, became ill.
and also told people he had cancer.
It was 1988. when AIDS was barely
talked about.
He died the next year. Finally, in

ed when her

1985, Cleaver begged for phone
numbers of other mothers from an
AIDS group in Los Angeles, and

opportunity to
gain the perspective of mothers of
l)eoiTle with AIDS."
women,

who have support¬

ed Reagan in the past, said they
think he's ducked on the AIDS issue,
and they are disappointed in him.
Cleaver said she plans to switch to

Party and support
president.
Caves said she is rethinking her Rel)ublican affiliation.
"I felt so strongly that Reagan
hasn't done amdhing." said Caves, a
real estate agent in a telephone in¬
the Democratic

Dukakis for

terview with The Examiner. "He

can't know the frustration of being a

l)arent. My feeling was that Reagan
isn't a had man. he just doesn't un¬
derstand and .see the picture.

thought. 'What if we could get.
to see Reagan or Bush'.'' To let them
know people are willing to he guinea
pigs. Why won't they release these

a group.

Mothers of

the next year

when Caves

began forming
AIDS Patients.

It

was

underwent the same rebirth. But she
still faced bureaucracies that infuri¬
ated her. Her son was turned down

by I'CLA for a spleen operation hecause of his disease; and he could not
IRA MARK GOSTIN

get experimental drugs because of
Food-and Drug Administration

guidelines that said Michael Caves

na¬

tion will have the

"I

hairdresser, said. "We

"I

years ago:

how anybody who he-

'Everybody has a mother'
"FA'ervhody has a mother. Not
everybody has a son with AIDS."
said Boneherg. whose group is pay¬
ing the women's airfare to New Orle¬

Michael

out of

really are the Cleavers." comparing
her family with the one on "Leave It

president can preside over a
million deaths during his term. So
how can anybody not try'.'"
Paul Boneherg. executive direc¬
tor of Mobilization Against AIDS,
said having mothers from t>pical
families address the problem will
bring the AIDS issue close to home,
irarticularly because the Republi¬
cans i)lan to make families a central
campaign theme.

Both

a

came

Mi¬
85 when he died in her
son.

comes

ans.

parking lot
public,'"

and I said. 'We're going
said Ctives.

really simple,"

Irom AIDS. Now the Southern Cali¬
a glimmer of
trip to the Repuhliconvention, their party will do

going public'

"We went out to the

26 when he died in San Francisco in

a

dis¬

outside her family that her son had
cancer. It was to protect him. she
said. But she realized that covering

can

Sue Craves and Barbara Cleaver's
lives changed when their sons died

a

to me," said Caves. But Caves
too, had been telling some people

hope of the two women is
Reagan administration
can't identify with gays, perhaps it

OF THE EXAMINER STAFF

friends, who knew the

The double funeral "was

The

By Marsha Ginsburg

told he had cancer, anoth¬

grace

curable disease.
I

were

for his gay

truth.

federal funding and less bu¬

more

Activists hoping to
meet with Reagan
to deliver message

er

Sue Caves discusses her coming

trip to the Republican convention

(experimental) drugs? I don't imag¬
ine he'll

ever see me.

the 'what ifs.' I'm

But because of

going.

"I suppo.se if nobody will see us,
that will he the final thing to kick me

nation tigainst AIDS
not to endorse more

.spending more federal mon¬
AIDS treatment and research.

opposes
ey on

countrv." Caves said.

scribed her evolution
activist.

the

Caves,

mother of four, de¬
as an AIDS

a

When her

Meeting with Reagan sought
To catch the attention of their

patients, hut
funding. Vice

President Bush, the certain nominee
for the presidency at the convention,

edge and I'll no longer be¬
lieve. I've always believed in this
over

did not fit the criteria.
"1 was heggdng for anything,"

son.

Michael,

for

widespread distribution.
Cleaver and Caves became active

in local AID.S

dy¬

ing of AID,S in the summer of 1986.
daughter-in-law persuaded the
close Caves family to see a support
a

600 of them.

"die-in" at City Hall to
the convention hall on Monday, the
convention's opening day. Once
there, they will ask to meet with
Reagan to deliver a letter outlining
their concerns and proposals for
platform planks.
The Republican platform is exIJected to call for an end to discrimi¬

group.

national

from

a

At first. Caves
want to he

thought. "I don't

here. I've got my own

problems." she said.
But

a

woman's tale of her broth¬

er's funeral raised

an outrage in
Caves she didn't know she had. The
woman told of her brother's double
funeral: one for the straight friends.

an

information and

re¬

pamphlet titled. "From One
Family to Another." and distributed
source

party and the media in New Orleans,
the two women will lead a group of
gays

projects. They and
patients

other mothers of AIDS
have written

was

she

•said. "He's dying, do something."
Michael died in October 1986, about
a week before AZT, which is now
known as zidovudine, was approved

They also have participated in
affairs, including the
Names Project and the March on
W ashington last summer.
Cleaver, who still recalls distrib¬
uting Scott's ashes from a bluff over¬
looking the Oolden (late bridge,
said. "Anyplace a parent can he visi¬
ble is needed. I'm
to

this than ever."

more

committed
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AIDS killed their sons,

and they want action
Local GOP mothers march on Reagan
For Caves and Cleaver, a 50year-old hairdresser from Torr¬
ance, yesterday's demonstration

By Greg KrHcorian
Herald Examiner staff writer
NEW ORLEANS — Barbara
Cleaver didn't cry until she
leaned down to write her son's

the sidewalk,
Sue Caves
slowly printed her son's naine
name on

A few feet away.

inside one of the dozens of chalk
outlines of bodies drawn in mem¬
ory of those who have died from
AIDS.

Michael Cayes was 35 when he
died. Scott Cleaver was 26.
And yesterday, their mothers,
both Republicahs aiid both from
Southern California, led a demon¬
stration from New Orleans City
Hall to the gates outside the GOP
National Convention.
The mothers of the two gay

hoped to petition Ronald
Reagan, the president they both
voted for, to increase funding for
AIDS research and treatment.
They were here hoping to speak
with him, to tell him about their
sons, about other AIDS victims,
about suffering.
men

"We're here representing
lies across the country,"

A letter to President Reagan is read by Barbara Cleaver, right,
mother of AIDS victim. Sue Caves, left, also had son dieof AIDS.

fami¬
said

Caves, a Bi-year-old real estate
agent from Long Beach whose son
died in October 1986.

had several purposes.
It was a chance to explain the

hopelessness and pain of the
40,000 people who have died in
this country from AIDS. A chance
to talk about the anguish for their
families

and

friends.

And

a

chance, however remote, to tell
their story to the president.
They accomplished the first
two goals but not the last. They
didn't meet the president or
anyone from his staff. No one
from the White House said why
and neither Caves nor Cleaver
demanded an explanation.
Their faith in the Reagan

administration, they said, had
already been shaken.
"As a Republican, I'm very
angry. I've been angry the last
four years," said Cleaver, whose
son died in November 1984, the
month Reagan won re¬
election.
"Time is running out. So many
same

already gone and time is
running out for others," she said.
"We're pleading and begging for
help now."
Her words typified the desper¬
ation voiced by dozens of gay
are

leaders, including Morris Right of

Chris Guiker/Herald Examiner

AIDS victim John Graham parries heckler

during protest.

Los Angeles, who arrived here
from across the country for the
demonstration. The event, organ¬
ized by the San Francisco-based
Mobilization Against AIDS,

on

brought

answered.

many

to tears

as

they

read aloud the names of hundreds
who have died.
"We're here to ask the presi¬
dent not to forgot about our

families," said Cleaver, who with
Caves has helped organize groups
of mothers for families of those
with AIDS.

"Why do I do this? Because
somebody has to," she said.
"Would I like to put this behind
me? Yes, but my conscience won't
let me."

Although she is

as

angry as

other demonstrators at the
Reagan administration's record
many

AIDS, Caves said she held out

hope that the demands for more
AIDS funding — as well as the
legalization of experimental
drugs for the disease — would be
"I

keep hoping," she said,

as

she marched alongside gay activ¬
ists carrying signs — signs she
does not believe — that bear the
names of those who have died
from AIDS and that blame Rea¬
gan for the deaths.
"I remember asking my son,
'How did you get AIDS?' and he

said, 'It doesn't matter, momma, I'
got it,'" Caves said.
"And I feel the same way about
Reagan," she said. "It doesn't
matter why he hasn't done
enough. I just want him to change
that. I just want him to please
help us."
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Gay Presence Planned
For Demo Convention
Protest Groups

Plan to State Their Case;

Up to 70 Gay Delegates Expected in

Atlanta

by Rex Wockner

Despite a reticence on the part of Atlanta gay and lesbian activists, Yankees and Califorplan to make sure the Democratic National Convention July 18-21 sees some of the new

nians

gay/leshian direct action and civil disobedience. The AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power (ACT
UP), the National Gay & Lesbian Task Force (NGLTF), the Human Rights Campaign Fund
(HRCF), the Mobilization Against AIDS (MAA), the Gay Freedom Ride (GFR), and others
have all said that they consider civil disoheidence to be an integral part of the movement now.
To go to the convention and not take action would be inappropriate, they say.
Civil disobedience,

though, is

only the beginning of what the
movement has up its sleeve for
the Democratic convention.

NGLTF and HRCF will oper¬
ate a "media information/action
center to

coordinate the

myriad

lifeline back to our community
about what's happening at the

convention."
In addition, NGLTF and
HRCF will host a reception for
gay and lesbian delegates and
will schedule press conferences

rights leaders. "The
goal is to keep our issues highly

activities of the different gay

with civil

that will be there,"
according to Urvashf Vaid,

visible and to get our commu¬

groups

NGLTF's information director.
"We

see our

media informa¬

tion room as a conduit of infor¬
mation from the gay and lesbian

and AIDS communities to the

straight and the gay and lesbian
press," she said. "It'll also be a

nity's agenda placed on the plat¬
form," Vaid said.
Between 50 and 70 gay and
lesbian delegates are expected
at the convention, according to
Chris Riddiough, executive direc¬
tor of the National Association of

Gay & Lesbian Democratic Clubs
(NAGLDC). On Sunday, July 17,
NAGLDC will hold an opening
meeting for the lesbian and gay
caucus. Jack Campbell, president
of NAGLDC and

a

Dukakis dele¬

Pat Norman, co-chair of
the March on Washington and a
Jackson delegate, are co-chairs of
the gay/lesbian caucus.
gate, and

"What

the

caucus

does

throughout the convention de¬
pends on what happens with the
platform," Riddiough explained.
"Our strategy will be to provide
support for anything that comes
(Continued on page 29)

(olVbl^!^
said

Convention
(Continued from

page

spokesperson Linda Royster,

"OUT is

not sure whether we'll
be participating in the ACT UP
action on Monday or planning
other actions on different days.
We're sort of running short of

2)

up—floor fights or whatever."
"Everyone is really expecting
a very high visibility from the gay
and lesbian community at both of

people who

can

take time off

from work that week."

conventions," said Robert

San Francisco's Mobilization

Bray of the Human Rights Cam¬
paign Fund. "The media center

Against AIDS will be in Atlanta
all week, according to spokes¬

the

will focus and centralize commu¬
nications for gay and lesbian
issues. It'll keep gay and lesbian

Paul Boneberg. "Our
prime objective," he said, "is to

person

force the candidates to discuss
treatment issues. The most

visibility in front of delegates and

AIDS

the media."

important thing to be addressed

HRCF will bring in politicians
and southern civil rights leaders,

is

an alternative to the projec¬
tions of death put forward by the
Public Health Service."

including Coretta Scott King, to
explain gay and lesbian rights to

MAA, according to Boneberg,
believes the mothers of people
with AIDS can play an important
role at both conventions. "We're

the media. "The momentum in
Atlanta is still there from an

HRCF fundraiser in April," Bray
said. "The fundraiser was a

having the mothers write to the
wives of the candidates, asking to

who's who of the civil

rights
movement. Six hundred fifty peo¬
ple attended. The speeches, con¬
tributions, and reactions were
extremely positive. When we get
to the convention, the civil rights
leadership is going to be behind
us."

Gays and lesbians attending
the convention will be hosted by
LEGAL—Legislate Equality for
Gays and Lesbians, a Georgia
activist group. Spokesperson Lee
Harrington says the group is
planning a welcome dinner on
Friday, July 15, with Congress¬
man Barney Frank. On Saturday
night, GAPAC — the Georgia
Political Action Committee—will
host a cocktail party.
The

Georgia groups are
major rally on Sunday
at 2 p.m. called "Stop AIDS,
Stop Violence, Stop Discrimina¬
staging

two

a

tion—This Is America!"

meet

with them. Then, at that

meeting, the mothers will ask to
with the candidates them¬
selves. A mother-to-mother ap¬
meet

The demonstrations at this year's political conventions are not as extensive as those in 1984,
but a gay presence is planned nonetheless.
(Photo: Rink)
"it sort of depends on the politi¬
cal atmosphere; plans could al¬
ways

change."

UP and GFR's Neil Broome.
"After all, where did Michael
Hardwick live?"

are

After both the Democratic and

not

planning civil disobedience,
from New York are, ac¬
cording to Martin Hiraga of ACT
UP, ACT NOW, and the Gay and

Republican conventions, the Gay

groups

Freedom Ride will travel the

Since LEGAL and GAPAC

Lesbian Freedom Ride. "LEGAL
and GAPAC have kind of nixed
civil disohedience," he said, "so
we've decided to do an action. All
members of the ACT NOW net¬
work are invited."

South, visiting lesbian and gay
organizations; sponsoring dem¬
onstrations at the offices, busi¬
nesses, and homes of those who
oppose the lesbian and gay strug¬
gle for civil rights; and register¬
ing gay and lesbians to vote.
The group plans to visit Mont¬

Birmingham, Nashville,

"A kiss-in and

gomery,

the

Lexington, Louisville, Knoxville,
Jackson, Memphis, Little Rock,
and Baton Rouge, in addition to

sodomy protest
capitol building in Atlanta
on Tuesday is a project we're tak¬

Harrington said the Sunday
rally "will not include civil dis¬

at

obedience," although, he said.

ing

very

seriously," added ACT

Atlanta and New Orleans.
"Our presence in the South
demonstrates our refusal to re¬
main invisible and silent," said
Broome. "When we remain in
the closet, we perpetuate and

strengthen the

hatred, violence,

and discrimination

against us."

When asked if he were con¬
cerned about violence from Deep
South homophobes, Broome re¬

plied, "If you're only in town one
day, it doesn't give the psycho¬
paths enough time to organize."
Another group hoping to im¬
pact the convention is Washing¬
ton, D.C.'s OUT—Oppression
Under Target. "At this point,"

peal is hard to refuse," he said.
MAA and a group called
March On, made up of organizers
of the recent March

on

Sacra¬

planning a "die-in"
Monday from II a.m. to 1 p.m. in
the "free speech area" cordoned
off by local authorities.
A wrench may be thrown into
the activists' plans from the
hands of the National Supremimento, are

cist Movement, which includes
the Ku Klux Klan. According to
Atlanta activist Kathy Willard,
the supremicists are the only

have received public
gathering permits so far.
"They have a permit to use the
capitol from noon to 6 p.m. on
Sunday," Willard said, "and also
permits for a parade and for the
free speech area on Sunday. They
applied over a year ago."
«
group to
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A Belated

Awareness
Of AIDS
Reuters

^

Los Angeles
The White House, apparently
believing late is better than never,
announced yesterday that October

;

"National AIDS Awareness and ;
Prevention Month."
I
A proclamation dedicating last
month to increased awareness of
the disease was signed by President |
was

Reagan on October 28 but was not
made public until the month had
ended, the White House said.

The president called on Ameri¬
observe the occasion "with

cans to

appropriate ceremonies and activi¬
ties."
"The surgeon general has re¬
minded all of us that the best way to

prevent AIDS and the HIV is to ab¬
stain from sexual activity until
adulthood and then to restrict sex
to a faithful monogamous relation¬

ship," Reagan's proclamation said.

;

2 mothers

5.F-

challenge
Reagan's
AIDS

i//

stance

By Marsha Ginsburg
OF THE EXAMINER STAFF

NEW ORLEANS
Calling
themselves "ordinary Americans
who know the personal side of the
—

AIDS numbers," two Republican
mothers from California brought

their demands for government com¬

passion to the GOP convention
here. Their request for a meeting
with President Reagan was rejected.
In

a

march to the Louisiana Su-

perdome that followed a "die-in"
Monday by gay activists, the two
Barbara Cleaver and Sue
Caves, read aloud the names those
persons who have died because of
AIDS. They also read a letter they
mailed to President Reagan Aug. 8
and hand delivered again over the
women,

weekend.

They said: "We write to you as
mothers whose children have been
diagnosed with AIDS. We ask for
help not for our sons, who are
already dead, but for the tens of

your

Sue Caves and Barbara Cleaver lead march in New Orleans. Both

women

have lost their sons to AIDS

thousands of mothers whose child¬
ren

might yet be spared the anguish

who said he

was a

fundamentalist

Christian, shouted that AIDS was
God's punishment for being gay.
"I'm angry," said John Martinelli
AIDS not with doctors or scientists of West Hollywood. "This is a me¬
morial service, and this moron tries
or epidemiologists, who think in sta¬
tistics, but with ordinary Americans to disrupt a funeral. If Christians
who know the personal side of AIDS cannot have respect for the dead,
how can they have respect for
numbers."
that our sons had to endure.
"It is imperative that you take a
little time to discuss the reality of

"In ancient times those con¬
demned to die had the right to ap¬

peal their sentence to Caesar," the
women said. "Often, when the con¬
demned themselves could not ap¬
pear, their mothers carried their ap¬
peal for life for them. In this tradi¬
tion we come to New Orleans to

this letter."
being rejected by security
guards at the gate. Caves, whose son
lived in San Francisco, and Clever,
of Southern California, held a press
conference where they encouraged
Reagan to visit an AIDS hospice the
carry

After

next time he visits

California.

"No comment," was the response
from a White House spokesman in
New Orleans who was asked wheth¬
er

the letter had been received.

Christ?"
Once the mothers and activists
marched three blocks from City Hall
to the Louisiana Sunerdome's out¬

side fence, they were greeted with
other taunts.
One elderly woman walked by the

and green fluorescent posters of
Reagan with the word "AIDSGATE," shouted back as a line of

convention saying, "Look out, we
might get AIDS." A Puerto Rican
delegate insisted the government
was doing all it could to
help. Anoth¬
er young staffer
shouted, "Faggots,
go home!"
One protester, a 21-year-old man
with AIDS, yelled, Tm dying be¬

police divided the two. They
shouted, "History will recall, Reagan
did nothing at all!"
"Forty thousand Americans are
dead from AIDS," they said. "Where
was George?"
The names of people who died of
AIDS were written over the words,
"killed with the Reagan-Bush AIDS
Policy."

of you."
Other protesters, carrying pink

cause

Kitty Dukakis Meets with
Mothers of PWAs
by Corinne Lightweaver
itty Dukakis, wife of Presidential
candidate Michael Dukakis, met
this month with members of
M
Mothers of AIDS Patients at the
Torrance home of Barbara Cleaver, founder
of MAP'S Los Angeles chapter.

Following

a private

government's response to AIDS, Cleaver
and Caves personally carried their

meeting with MAP

members, Dukakis told the members and
assembled reporters, "I'm grateful for this
opportunity to be able to go back to my
husband and tell him of the problems that
you've shared with me. It is intolerable that
anyone else in our society should become
a victim of AIDS because of
ignorance."
As she placed the bracelet on Dukakis'

wrist. Cleaver announced that Kitty Dukakis
had agreed to wear a PWA (Public War on

AIDS) bracelet.
The meeting with the wife of the Demo¬
cratic presidential candidate followed an
attempt by Cleaver and Sue Caves of Long
Beach Families Who Care to deliver
to President Ronald

a

letter

Reagan at the Repub¬

lican Convention in Lousiana.
When Reagan did not answer a previous
letter requesting a brief meeting to discuss
their concerns about the federal

Barbara Cleaver and

Kitty Dukakis

message to the doors of the Super Dome
in New Orleans, but they were denied
entrance.

their letter.

Reagan has yet to respond to
■

Anti-Protester Violence
Zaps GOP Convention
Republicans Accused of Foot-Dragging on AIDS;
Gays Urged to Organize for Change Within Party
by Rex Wockner

Gay and lesbian activists were present everywhere in New Orleans
during the Repuhliean
National Convention, with one
exception—inside the convention hall. After days of
keeping
their ears to the ground,
Gay and Lesbian Voice '88—a coalition of gay groups present
in
New Orleans—failed to
identify even one openly gay or lesbian delegate. "It could not
possibly
present a sharper contrast," said one organizer,
referring to the fact that there were 98 openly
gay delegates at July's Democratic National Convention in
Atlanta.
Outside New Orleans

Super-

dome, a quite different story rap¬
idly unfolded during convention

week. New York's AIDS Coalition
to Unleash Power (ACT.
UP) led
the way, staging an endless
array
of direct action and civil disobe¬

dience events with the assistance
of the National Gay and Lesbian
Task Force (NGLTF), the Human

Rights Campaign Fund (HRCF),

and local New Orleans activists.
Highlights included a kiss-in in
front of the local cathedral,
zaps
of both Pres. Ronald
Reagan and
Vice Pres. George Bush, and a
"trash homophobia"

rally.

It
ever,

was local
organizers, how¬
who put together the week's

first gay event—Aug. 13, the
Night of Light and Love. More

than 400 candles were floated out
into a pond in the French
Quar¬
ter's Armstrong Park as a monu¬

those who have died of

ment to

AIDS

anti-gay violence.
Orleans Mayor Sidney

or

New

Barthelemy showed

up to speak
the event, but left three min¬
utes later when the crowd
at

began

heckling him. "Where's the
money?" shouted gay activists.
"Look, I support you, but I will
not

stand here and be

insulted,"
Barthelemy responded before
stomping off of the stage.

Disagreement about whether
local activists or ACT UP mem¬
bers initiated the
heckling per¬
sisted throughout the week, and
some New Orleans activists re¬
mained bitter. "This went over

real bad

here," said Nathan

and

Chapman of GLITER, the Gay

and Lesbian Initiative to Educate

Republicans. "The
was

not

community has been "shallow, a
case of
style over substance."
ACT UP members, while main¬
taining they had only followed

the lead of local hecklers, were
critical of the mayor's
huffy exit.
"He implied we should be
grate¬
ful he even showed up, that we
should be kissing his ass," said
Steve Quester.

"Tonight's

event

listed in his threepage itinerary of convention
events. He got what he deserved."
was not even

REPUBLICANS PUNCH OUT
After a break for lunch, ACT
UP members set their sights on
Pres. Reagan, who was scheduled
to open the convention with an
afternoon rally at the New Or¬
leans Convention Center. About
15 activists slipped into where

Reagan

was

addressing thou¬

sands of Republicans and held
aloft large "AIDSGATE" and

"Silence = Death" placards.
Within moments the protest¬
surrounded by an angry
mob of hundreds of Republicans,
who punched and kicked them
ers were

been killed," said ACT UP's Neil
Broome. "These people were
rabid. They were frothing at the

for us,

Chapman added, however, that
Barthelemy's response to the gay

signs.

"If we had stayed there one
minute longer, we would have

constructive. The

mayor arranged this event
and we ambushed him."

protest

the peace.

mayor was

pissed. He stormed off. I've never
seen
anything like this here, and
it

destroyed the

Five ACT UP members were ar¬
rested in the fracas for
disturbing

mouth. They wanted to beat
living shit out of us. In all
time with ACT

the
my

UP, I've never
seen
anything like this. It was like
Nazi Germany. At one point sev¬

eral of them

began chanting,
was
literally

'You deserve to die.' I
afraid for my life."

Several ACT UP demonstra¬
tors and a reporter for the
gay
press received injuries in the
melee, but no one required medi¬

cal attention.

Gay and Lesbian Voice '88 de¬
manded apologies from Reagan
and Bush. "The reaction of the
several hundred
[Republican]
attendees [at the convention] is

appalling in its bigotry and mob¬

like
a

violence," Voice '88 said
prepared statement.

in

"We call upon Pres.
Reagan
and Vice Pres. Bush to
repudiate
the violence that occurred... and
to guarantee that no further vio¬
lent assaults on peaceful demon¬
strators will be tolerated."

As the convention

opened

on

nia group

formally

Monday, the Califor¬
March On staged

a

"die-in" at New Orleans
City
Hall. About 150 persons
helped

Paul
tion

Boneberg, Barbara Cleaver, and Sue Caves of the Mobiliza¬
Against AIDS mothers' action.
(Photo: r. wockner)

chalk

body outlines on the plaza
building while
explaining to the media that gov¬
in front of the

ernmental

foot-dragging

on

AIDS is causing the
unnecessary
deaths of thousands of Ameri¬

end is

certainly a push beyond for
for what we're used to. But we
hope to represent mothers who
us,

frightened to speak out or
home, caring for their chil¬

are too
are at

dren."

cans.

Following the die-in,
erosexual

Republican

whose

sons

ed

the convention

to

two het¬
women

died of AIDS march¬

security

checkpoint and asked to deliver
to Pres.
Reagan a letter pleading

for his assistance in the AIDS
crisis. The women—Sue Caves of

Long Beach, California, and Bar¬
bara Cleaver of Los
Angeles —
were denied
entry to the Superdome. They made their
plea to

the press instead.

"We're trying to

"My son's illness brought me
here," said Caves. "It was the
first time I looked at a
bigger
world than my own. At the

hospi¬

tal, I

saw

enter

his

another man's
room

and booted. I knew I had
involved."

to

The "mothers' action,"
came to

get

as

it

be called, was organized

by San Francisco's Mobilization
Against AIDS in an attempt to
demonstrate that the disease is
"all-American."

bring AIDS

home," said Cleaver. "This week¬

mom

gloved, hatted,

DREAM ZAP
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2 mothers

challenge
Reagcin's
AIDS

stance

By Marsha Ginsburg
OF THE EXAMINER STAFF

NEW ORI.EANS
Calling
themselves "ordinary Americans
-

who know the

personal side of the

AIDS numbers," two Republican
mothers Irom California brought
their demands for government com(tassion to the GOP convention
liere. Their request for a meeting
with President Reagan was rejected.
In a march to the Lxtuisiana Su-

perdome that followed a "die-in"
Monday by gay activists, the two
women,

Barbara Cleaver- and-Sue.

Caves, read aloud the names'those
who have died because of
AIDS. They also read a letter they
mailed to President Reagan Aug. 8
arid hand deli\'ered again over the
weekend.
persons

They said: "We write to you as
mothers whose children have been

diagnosed with AIDS. We ask for
help not for our sons, who are
already dead, but for the tens of
your

thousands of mothers whose child¬
ren might yet be
spared the anguish
thai our sons had to endure.

Sue Caves and Barbara Cleaver lead march in New Orleans. Both

who said he

was

a

fundamentalist

side fence, they were greeted with
other taunts.
One elderly woman walked by the

Christian, shouted that AIDS was
"It is imperative that you take a God's punishment for being gay.
little time to discuss the reality of
"I'm angry," said John Martinelli
AIDS not with doctors or scientists of West Hollywood. "This is a me¬
of epidemiologists, who think in sta¬ morial service, and this moron tries
tistics, but with ordinary Americans to disrupt a funeral. If Christians
who know the personal side of AIDS cannot have respect for the
dead,
numbers."
how can they have respect for
"In

demned

ancient
to

peal their
women

times those con¬
die had the right to ap¬

.sentence to

Caesar," the

said. "Often, when the

con¬

carry
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the letter had been received.

>
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>
,

was

George?"

The names of people who died of
AIDS were written over the words,
"killed with the Reagan-Bush AIDS

carrying pink

Policy."
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"No comment," was the response
from a White House spokesman in
New Orleans who was asked wheth¬
er

shouted, "History will recall, Reagan
did nothing at all!"
"Forty thousand Americans are
dead from AIDS," they said. "Where

^

s

of Southern California, held a press
conference where they encouraged
to visit an AIDS hospice
next time he visits California.

""'^-protesters,

"2 .5

this letter."

After being rejected by security
guards at the gate. Caves, whose son
lived in San Franci.sco. and Clever,

Reagan

saying, "Look out, we
might get AIDS." A Puerto Rican
delegate insisted the government
was doing all it could to
help. Anoth¬
er young staffer
shouted, "Faggots,
go home!"
One protester, a 21-year-old man
with AIDS, yelled, Tm dying be¬
cause of you."

I

>

(y

and green fluorescent posters of
Reagan with the word "AIDSGATE," shouted back as a line of
police divided the two. They

convention

Christ?"
Once the mothers and activists
marched three blocks from City Hall
to the Louisiana Suoerdom'"

demned themselves could not ap¬
pear, their mothers carried their ap¬
peal for life for them. In this tradi¬
tion we come to New Orleans to

have bst their sons to AIDS

women
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Mrs. Dukakis Meets
S.F. AIDS Activists
Promises Leadership, Nat'i
Gets High Marks on AIDS

Strategy;
Knowledge

by Ray O'Loughlin

Kitty Dukakis, wife of Democratic presidential candidate
Dukakis, called for the federal government to step
up its efforts in combatting the AIDS epidemic. Her remarks
followed a meeting with a
group of AIDS activists in San Fran¬
cisco last week. "Until the federal
government begins to focus
on this
epidemic, we wiU have lai^e numbers dying of AIDS,"
said Mrs.
Michael

Dukakis.

"The President must proclaim
that those deaths are
unaccept¬

able and morally
wrong," she
said. If her husband is elected to
the presidency, he will
provide
that leadership, she said.

"We need

Kitty Dukakis spoke before the volunteers of Project Open Hand

Company Drops
Policy of 'No Gays'
Tour

Company Settles Suit;
Allows Gay Couples On Tours

(NGR A) after that organization obtained a victory in the case

oiEdwardJ. Patrick versus Vacation America Inc. and TransWorld Vacations. The

touring firms have changed their
literature, making it possible for two men to travel together.
This new policy will become retroactive, allowing other gays
who were before ineligible to be able to claim their
winning

vacation.

ico. He and his lover
to

were

all

set

accept their prize, when they

suddenly

were made aware of a
small catch in the arrangements.

The trip, the company said, was
available only to: "(a) married or

cohabitating hetero couples be¬
tween

the ages of 25

ing together,

or

and 65 arriv¬

(b) two

(Continued

unmar-

on

page

Forum
Blasts FDA: Say Feds
too slow in AIDS

fight.

numbers are growing,
but education and serv¬
ices are just beginning.
See page 14.
The White House Is The

Backdrop: for the next
quilt unfolding in Wash
ington, D.C. See page

a

national strategy

comprehensive health plan
to guide us," she said. "We need
a president who is
willing to lead
the charge. The President must
take the lead, must educate."
Mrs. Dukakis, in San Francis¬
co
campaigning for her husband,
took the time Friday
morning to
meet

Community

Women With AIDS: The

"We got everything that we wanted!" Those were the words
of Leonard Graff of the National Gay Rights Advocates

Ed Patrick won an
all-expense paid vacation to Mex¬

Today
See page 4.

by Mary Richards

Last year

(Photo; Steve Savage)

with

with

representatives from

AIDS service and research
organizations to learn about
problems in getting treatments
for the disease.
ten

She also toured the facilities of
the Open Hand meals-on-wheels
program for people with AIDS
and ARC. Mrs. Dukakis
person¬

ally delivered a meal to a man
with AIDS living
nearby.
Saying that "AIDS impacts all

of us," Mrs. Dukakis called for
accelerated drug trials, expand¬
ed education efforts, a guarantee
of basic health care for
everyone,
and federal legislation prohibit¬

ing discrimination against
ple with AIDS.

Moving to Mecca: An
NC couple who just

Federal education efforts are
"It is
intolerable that anyone should
become infected through ignor¬

represents its continued

gaying. See

page

19.

2)

This Paper in Two Sections

peo¬

"long overdue," she said.

ance."

She termed health

every

American." No

surance

plan for Massachusetts.

She praised San Francisco's

network of programs dealing
with the AIDS epidemic. But,
said Mrs. Dukakis, "it's not

enough."
"Unless we get more for re¬
search, we'll all be in real trouble,
including San Francisco, with all
the creative work done here."

Mrs. Dukakis pointed to her
husband's actions as governor in

initiating Massachusetts'
sponse to

a

re¬

AIDS. She promised

she would take what she learned
in San Francisco back to her hus¬

band.

Those who met with Mrs. Du¬
kakis in the closed meeting said

they were impressed by her sin¬
cerity and her grasp of the prob¬

lems involved in AIDS treatments.

"Someone, at last, at that level
is being upfront and taking the
issue seriously," said Rick
Graham, head of the San Francis¬
group People With AIDS.
"She really understood the issue
and seemed genuinely affected in
co

that she has an emotional com¬
mitment to our concerns."

"Not only

did she understand

the issues," said Martin
care

be¬

care

of

inability to pay, accord¬
ing to Mrs. Dukakis. Governor
Dukakis recently signed into law
such a comprehensive health in¬
cause

a

16.

moved to the Castro

"right of

oiie should be denied

(Continued
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on

page
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Gay Activists 'Zap' Republican Convention
Demonstrations

Span Candlelight Vigil to Confrontational Protest
of lesbian and gay civil
rights and of the proposed New Orleans
gay/lesbian-inclusive Human Rights
strong supporter

By Andrew Patner
NEW ORLEANS—Activism on

AIDS

Ordinance, was met with scattered boos
and shouts of "Do something!" from ACT
UP members as he spoke. The mayor
appeared flustered, and after a brief
affirmation of support for AIDS issues
and for Persons With AIDS (PWAs),
said, "I came here to support you, I did
not come here to be insulted," and

and civil rights for lesbians and gay men
moved into full gear in New Orleans,

starting

up even

before the Republican

National Convention convened

Monday

morning. On Saturday night, two
hundred New Orleanians and visitors

gathered for a "Night of Light and Love"
in the city's Louis Armstrong Park, and
some

50 activists

from

across

the

walked off the podium.
Local organizers were saddened by
this unexpected twist. In an interview
with Windy City Times on Monday,

coun¬

activities Sun¬
day and Monday, including a "kiss-in," a
"die-in," and a support march for two
mothers who attempted to present a
letter on AIDS funding to President
Reagan at the Louisiana Superdome.
try took part in various

Both mothers have lost

a son

Mayor Barthelemy expressed his disap¬

pointment with the heckling. "I had
assisted the organizers in setting up the
event. Naturally, I was tired after a long
day. I support the efforts, and I'm going

to AIDS.

The event which drew the most media
attention

was

an

support AIDS funding
rights. But I don't like the peo¬
ple who did what they did. I don't think
that it helps anybody's cause to have

to continue to

unscheduled activity

Sunday, when protestors from ACT
(AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power)
attended a speech by President Reagan
Sunday afternoon at the Convention
Center, where they held up signs and
placards critical of the Reagan-Bush
administration. Republican conven¬
tioneers, incensed by the signs, taunted

and civil

on

UP

the protestors, punched and grabbed
them, and tore up their signs. Five ACT
UP members and supporters were
arrested after the scuffling, and each

charged with two coiunts of disturb¬
ing the peace; the conventioneers who
was

harassed the demonstrators
arrested.

were

not

Saturday's "Night of Light and Love"
moving event both in its speechmaking and in the haunting visual dis¬
play of 412 candles affixed to paper bags
and floating in the Armstrong Park
was a

Photo: Bill Stamets

Mothers of sons lost to AIDS

protested.

lagoon. Each light represented a person
diagnosed with AIDS dur¬
ing the four days of the Republican
gathering.
Congresswoman Lindy BoggS IDLouisiana), a co-sponsor of the federal
Gay and Lesbian Civil Rights Bill, drew

who will be

cheers and affection from the crowd
with her strong re-affirmation of sup¬

port for greater AIDS funding and for an
end to "discrimination and hatred"

against

gay men

The event
when Mayor

and lesbians.

was

,

kiss-in in front of the New Orleans
Marriott, headquarters hotel for VicePresident Bush at the convention, and
later moved their "aggressive display of
affection" to the steps of the New
Orleans Cathedral as a mass let out. A
circle of same-sex kissing couples sur¬
rounded New Orleans Archbishop
a

a

Rights Ordinance.

,

REPUBLICAN
NATIONAL
CONVENTION
Sunday also included the most highly
visible and confrontational event, when
some

15

members and supporters

of

ACT UP did a "zap" at the convention
Center during a welcoming speech by
President Reagan. Carrying large ACT
UP placards and posters, the protestors
nevertheless were allowed to walk into
the hall unchallenged. As Reagan spoke,

they silently hoisted their signs reading
"AIDSgate," "Silence = Death," and
"40,000 dead from AIDS—Where

was

George?!" in the air. Republican conven¬
tioneers began to shout, "Move it,
queers," and "Get the faggots," and sev¬
eral grababed at the signs and tore them.
At about the

same

time

as

the

conven¬

tioneers became physically hostile, the
demonstrators started chanting, "His¬

tory will

recall Reagan did the least of

all."

Initially, New Orleans security offi¬
separated the conventioneers from
the activists, but e'ventually the crowd
surrounded the protestors and pulled
down all of their signs. Some members
cers

the Archbishop.

of the crowd threw beer on the activists,
and one sign-tearer shouted, "Get some-

Archbishop Hannan told participants

See Convention, page 13

Philip Hannan

marred, however,

Sydney Barthelemy,

people like that. They really do more
damage to their causes than they help."
Other speakers at Saturday night's
event included Molly Yard, president of
the National Organization for Women,
and representatives of local and national
lesbian/gay groups.
On Sunday morning, ACT UP staged

that the Archdiocese had taken a leading
role in providing medical and hospice
services for PWAs. He did not mention
the strong opposition by the Arch¬
diocese to the New Orleans Human

as

"Shame! Shame!"

supporters shouted
at

'S/ie/ss
Tt, \'3>

participants from as far away as

50

Convention

Maine, California, New York, and Flor¬
ida

Continued from page 1
one

else to pay

use

my

Said

for

your

lifestyle. Don't

tax dollars for your disease."
ACT

UP

coordinator Neil

quickly turned into a real
'Day of the Locust' situation. I've never
encountered such primitive hatred in all
Broome, "It

of

our

actions."

were arrested after the
scuffle. Jack Ben-Levi, Steve Quester,
and Randy Snyder, all of ACT UP/New

Five activists

York; Mark Kostopoulos, of ACT UP/
Los

Angeles; and Brian Keith Jackson, a
college student ahd reporter from Mon¬
roe, Louisiana. After negotiations with
New Orleans attorney R. James Kellogg,
the five

were

released

on

their

own re¬

cognizance after about two hours in the
city lock-up. The charges against each of
the five were two counts of
the peace.
At

disturbing

hearing Monday, each of
guilty plea to one
the peace; the other
count was dropped. Each was fined
$100 and given a 60-day suspended
sentence. The activists chose to plead
guilty because of the expenses they
would have incurred by contesting the
charges. Attorney Kellogg said, "No one
was pleased with the alternatives, but
there was no point in taking the time,
effort, and money to fight a relatively
insignificant charge, especially when it
would take people away from other
important activities."
Gay and Lesbian VOICE '88, the co¬
ordinating group for gay and lesbian
activism at the Democratic and Republi¬
a

court

the five entered a
count of disturbing

can

conventions,

issued

a

statement

"deploring the violent actions taken by
attendees" at Reagan's speech.
Monday's activities began with a by
now sadly familiar AIDS die-in. About

the plaza in front of New
Orleans City Hall as their bodies were
traced on the ground with chalk to
represent individuals who have died
lay

on

from AIDS. Others read names of those
who have died from the disease. The

plaza quickly was filled with dozens of
traced figures, and the hour-long protest
ended dramatically as two women from
Southern California, Sue Caves of Long
Beach and Barbara Cleaver of Lomita,
wrote the names of their two sons,
Michael and Scott, inside their tracings

directly in front of the City Hall
entrance.

/^I^BEPUBLICAN
Wm. NATIONAL

rMi CONVENTION
The two

people
the

women

then led about 100

march around the corner to
convention checkpoint to present a
on a

letter to President Reagan requesting an
audience to discuss administration pol¬

icy

on

the AIDS crisis. Carrying

a

large

banner reading "One Million American
Families Need AIDS Treatment NOW,"
the two women were turned away at the

checkpoint and delivered their
to the television

cameras.

message

The event

was

sponsored by the San Francisco-based
group. Mobilization Against AIDS.
Afterwards Caves and Cleaver, who
have fast become favorites of the acti¬
vists

gathered here, thanked the cheer¬

ing crowd of supporters. "I'm honored
and

privileged to have been asked to

appear here on behalf of all mothers who
have lost sons and daughters to AIDS,"
Cleaver said. "I can only hope that I've
been able to live up to this honor."

Said Caves, who like Cleaver is

a

Repubhcan and supported Ronald Rea¬
gan in 1980 and 1984, "I have to hope
that our message will somehow get
through. I'm disappointed, but not sur¬
prised, that we were denied admission.
But I've learned in the last two and

a

half

that this insensitivity is too typical
of our federal government."
years

2/2-

When asked if she has reconsidered
the way she looks at the Republican

Party, Caves told Windf City Times,
look at
everything. By working on AIDS issues
and family issues around AIDS, I've
learned a lot about bigotry and prejudice
and a health care system that only helps
"I've reconsidered the way I

those who

can

pay."

Mrs. Dukakis Meets
S.F. AIDS Activists
Promises Leadership, Nat'!
Gets High Marks on AIDS

Strategy;
Knowledge

by Ray O'Loughlln

Kitty Dukakis, wife of Democratic presidential candidate
Dukakis, called for the federal government to step
up its efforts in combatting the AIDS
epidemic. Her remarks
Michael

followed a

meeting with a group of AIDS activists in San Fran¬
cisco last week. "Until the federal
government begins to focus
on this
epidemic, we will have large numbers dying of AIDS,"
said Mrs. Dukakis.
"The President must
proclaim
that those deaths are
unaccept¬
able and morally
wrong," she
said. If her husband is elected to
the presidency, he will
provide
that leadership, she said.

Kitty Dukakis spoke before the volunteers of Project Open Hand

(Photo: Steve Savage)

"We need a national
strategy
with a comprehensive health

plan

guide us," she said. "We need
president who is willing to lead
the charge. The President must
take the lead, must educate."
to

a

Company Drops
Policy of 'No Gays'
Tour Company Settles Suit;
Allows Gay Couples On Tours
by Mary Richards

"Wegot everything that we wanted!" Those were the words
of Leonard Graff of the National Gay Rights Advoeates
(NGR A) after that organization obtained a victory in the case

oiEdwardJ. Patrick versus Vacation America Inc. and TransWorld Vacations. The touring firms have changed their
literature, making it possible for two men to travel together.
This new policy will become retroaetive, allowing other
gays
who were before ineligible to he able to claim their
winning

vacation.

Last year

Ed Patrick won an
all-expense paid vacation to Mex¬
ico. He and his lover

were

all

set

their prize, when they
suddenly were made aware of a
to

accept

small catch in the arrangements.

The trip, the company said, was
available only to: "(a) married or

cohabitating hetero couples be¬
tween

the ages

ing together,

of 25 and 65 arriv¬
(b) two unmar-

or

(Continued

on

page

Mrs.

Dukakis, in San Francis¬
co
campaigning for her husband,
took the time Friday
morning to

Today

meet

Community

with

representatives from

"right of

every

American." No

should be denied care be¬
cause of
inability to pay, accord¬
one

ing to Mrs. Dukakis. Governor
Dukakis recently signed into law
such a comprehensive health in¬
surance

plan for Massachusetts.

She praised San Francisco's
network of programs dealing

with the AIDS epidemic. But,
said Mrs. Dukakis, "it's not

enough."
"Unless we get more for re¬
search, we'll all be in real trouble,
including San Francisco, with all
the creative work done here."

Forum
Blasts FDA: Say Feds
too slow In AIDS fight.
See page 4.

AIDS service and research
organizations to learn about
problems in getting treatments
for the disease.

Women With AIDS: The
numbers are growing,
but education and serv¬
ices are just beginning.
See page 14.

the

in San Francisco back to her hus¬

program for people with AIDS
and ARC. Mrs. Dukakis
person¬

band.

The White House Is The

Backdrop: for the next
quilt unfolding In Wash¬
ington, D.C. See page

She also toured the facilities of
Open Hand meals-on-wheels

ally delivered

a

meal

to

a man

with AIDS

living nearby.
Saying that "AIDS impacts all

of us," Mrs. Dukakis called for
accelerated drug trials, expand¬
ed education efforts, a guarantee
of basic health care for
everyone,
and federal
legislation prohibit¬

ing discrimination against
ple with AIDS.

16.

Moving to Mecca; An
NC

ten

couple who just

moved to the Castro
represents Its continued

gaylng. See

page

19.

2)

This Paper In Two Sections

peo¬

Federal education efforts are
"It is
intolerable that anyone should
become infected through ignor¬

"long overdue," she said.

ance."

She termed health

care

Mrs. Dukakis pointed to her
husband's actions as governor in

initiating Massachusetts'
sponse to

re¬

AIDS. She promised

she would take what she learned

Those who met with Mrs. Du¬
kakis in the closed meeting said

they were impressed by her sin¬
cerity and her grasp of the prob¬
lems involved in AlDS treatments.
"Someone, at last, at that level
being upfront and taking the
issue seriously," said Rick
is

Graham, head of the San Francis¬
group People With AIDS.
"She really understood the issue
and seemed genuinely affected in
co

that she has
mitment

an

to our

emotional com¬
concerns."

"Not only did she understand
the issues," said Martin

Delaney

a

(Continued

on

page

2)

T/g/88 'fel
V/l

and written material that

re-

Street Patrol
(Continued from page I)
is

Under the theme of
"Enough

enough!" spokespersons from

Community United Against Vio¬
lence

(CUAV) and the San Fran¬
cisco Police Department met
with members of the
community
in a town
meeting, hosted by
Burns,

a

martial arts instructor.

Burns told the
group that in
the last 14 months the
national
statistics for
bashings have gone
up almost 150 percent.

Randy Schell of CUAV quoted
the figures of the National
Gay

and Lesbian Task Force indicat¬
ing the increase in violence in the
U.S. Over 7,000

people have been
victimized, according to the
reports. But these figures would
most likely be
doubled, if every
person actually came forth and
reported the crime. Too many

people, especially

embarrassed

been beat up

to

gay men,

are

admit

they have
by street thugs.

The increase in

battery statis¬
just involve frequen¬
cy but severity. "That means peo¬
ple who end up either dead or in
the hospital, with loss of limb,
tics does

not

loss of eyes, severe lacerations to
the body and face," he illustrated

graphically.
The group stressed that this
become a mob of vigilantes
but rather concerned members of
the community available to
pre¬
vent hate crimes in the
city. At
first they will target the Collnot

ingwood Park area, concentrat¬
ing on the hours from 10 p.m. to

3

a.m.

The group agreed that mem¬
bers of the street patrol should be
those who have had

training in

self-defense classes, who are not
hot-headed and looking for a

fight. They also plan to have
some
way of being identified as

"seen force," much in the
way
that the Guardian
Angels have
become.
a

Since there are all sorts of
legal
ramifications involved in the pro¬

cess of
detaining a suspect and is¬
suing a citizen's arrest, the group
hopes to enlist volunteer help

pay

:

Patrick $2,500 in damages.

from

^1

lawyers.

For
Burns

Addressing the issue of liabili¬
ty, officer Dennis Tomason said,
"The sad reality is that the civil
courts take a
very dim view of
people taking the law into their
own hands."
Officer
"It's

a

more

details, call Chris

at 621-0297. The
group
7:30 p.m.
Wednesdays
at
317-A 10th Street at Folsom in
San Francisco.

meets

As Burns
urges,

"Come and

help protect our community." •

Sally DeHaven added,

thin line between defend¬

ing yourself

or

helping other

citizens when the
timing is right,
and becoming vigilantes who are

Kitty

going out with a chip on
their shoulder
looking for
seen

(Continued from page I)

of Project Inform, "she under¬
stands the urgency of the issues.
We've never seen that in the

fights."

CUAV

plans to offer any tech¬
nical assistance that is
necessary,

Reagan-Bush administration,

although the organization can¬
legally sponsor the effort.
The group has
already been

where we've been treated

not

promised uniforms and walkietalkies from several Castro mer¬
chants in favor of the
guards.
Martin Van Horn, a member of
the

a

patrols that formed 12
years ago, suggested a series of
five or six
meetings to organize,
plan and train the group for ac¬
tion against
anti-gay violence.
Everyone agreed that the rise
in gay violence would
receive in¬
street

creased approval, should
102 pass. But

Prop.

despite Dan-

nemeyer and the outcome of his
initiative, the group plans to take
action.
The question arose as to what
weapons are legal, what con¬
stitutes a concealed
weapon, and
what is the best defensive

equip¬

Police officers instructed
that if a knife is longer than three
inches, it must be carried in a
visible means. Stun guns are cur¬
ment.

rently the subject of legislation
and may be made
illegal in Cali¬

fornia. Mace, when accompanied

by classes and certification, can
although an inex¬

as

at

best

being guinea pigs."
According to Pat Christen, of

the San Francisco AIDS
Founda¬
"Clearly, Mrs. Dukakis had
done her homework. She asked

tion,

thoughtful questions."
Christen thought that the
meeting showed that the Dukakis
campaign is taking AIDS issues
seriously. "Her presence in¬

dicates that," she said.
Mark Cloiitier,

an

aide

to

Rep.

Barbara Boxer, also had
high

marks for Mrs. Dukakis. "I think
she has a fairly
sophisticated

understanding of how the health
care
system works. It's easier to
build an
understanding of AIDS
with that base of
knowledge," he

said.

According to Cloutier, Mrs.
Dukakis told the group she would

have people with AIDS visit the
White House if her husband be¬
comes the next President of the
United States. "There was not
any sense of discomfort around
AIDS at all," said Cloutier.

perienced

Paul Boneberg of Mobilization
Against AIDS, who pushed the
Dukakis campaign into
having

The best defensive means,
Schell suggested, is to
carry a lit¬
tle container of cayenne
pepper
and throw it into the assailant's

characterized the session as a
"high-level response" to AIDS.
He said that Mrs. Dukakis
ap¬
peared moved by the remarks of
Rick Graham on his experience

be useful,

user could have it
taken from him and used
against
him by an attacker.

He also encouraged the
carrying a whistle —
which, he said, seems to no
longer be the thing to do among
gay people—and using it at the
first sign of trouble.
eyes.

habit of

the

of

meeting with Mrs. Dukakis,

having AIDS.
leaving San Francisco,

After

Mrs. Dukakis
meet

with

was

scheduled

to

group of mothers of
AIDS victims during her
stay in
Los Angeles.
•
a

