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TS MISSION AND MUST

“WE FOUGHT THE WAR AND WON

Che Bern Kamil)

From about 1902 until the present, the Berry family has been active for over 73 years in the Coast
Guard. The first known Berry to enter the Coast Guard, then called The Lifesaving Service, was

a _j i
Lict)tenant Commander AntonncalMe

G Townsenx
Medical Administrative Officer.
(mst Guard Training Center

Finu Black Hospital ( orpsman to

Joseph Berry who served as surfman at Pea Island Life Saving Station.
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I'l] COLOURED TIMES

In the Coast Guard -A Perspective

Revenue Cutter Sen ice

On August 4. 1790. Secretary of State Alexander Hamilton
asked Congress for ten boats to launch a sea-going military
force. This force became the Revenue Cutter Service. The
earliest encounter of any Negro connected with the cutter
service was of a slave aboard the Scammel mastered by the
first commissioned officer. Hopley Yeaton.
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Black Maria

“Black Maria" was a colored teamstress named Maria Lee.
She is known for her courageous fight with smugglers who
attempted to hijack swivels her wagon was delivering to
Captain Hopley Yeaton for the Scammel in 1791
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Policy Letter

The above and below letters reflect the official policy of
the officials of the Revenue Cutter Service regarding the
status of Coloreds at that time.

Captain Mike Healy:
Renowned Captain of the Bear

Captain Michael Healy was
so known throughout the
Northwest that the New
York Sun Jan. 28. 1834
described him in the follow-
ing way: “Capt. Mike Healy
is a good deal more distin-
guished in the waters of the
far Northwest than any
president of the United
States or any potentate of
Europe has yet become...

Reindeer

Captain Healy. with the aid
of Rev. Sheldon Jackson, in-
troduced reindeer to Alaska,
bringing a dozen over from
Siberia. Many Eskimoswere
saved from starvation as a
result of this action by
Healy.

Negroes and Lights

1lie history of Negroes in the lighthouse service is scanty.
However, records show that Negroes worked in light-
houses. Some of these were St. Simons Island. Point Com-

fort lighthouse in Virginia, etc.

( ardenas Medal The Carde

l-ighlhouse Sen ice Ihe Cardenas Vfcdl a hrnur medal

Life Saving Service

Pea Island

Pea Island was manned totally by Negroes from 1880 until
its closing in 1947. From November 1879 to January 1915
more than 600 persons were saved and only ten lives were

Richard E.... >idge

Richard Etheridge was the
first Negro to become a
keeper of a life saving sta-
tion. He was captain of the
famous Pea Island life sta-
tion for ten years—1880-
1890. As captain of the sta-
tion. he insisted on drills,
obedience to order and en-
forced the dress code. That
was an important factor in
having the station being
called one of the "tautest
stations on the Carolina sea
coast.

Surfmen Save Lives of Newman Crew

One of the best known rescues of Pea Island is
that of the ES. Newman. She had run aground
October 11, 18%. Despite the overwhelming odds
of a storm tide, sweeping currents, and immobile
mule teams, the surfmen fought their way to the
vessel and managed to rescue everyone aboard.
The Newman was a total loss. It is interesting to
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Attempts to create a life saving service began as early as
1848. After several disasters off the New Jersey coast in
1870. it was decided to establish life saving stations along
the Eastern coast in 1871 Negroes were employed as early
as 1878 at these stations.

note that the rescue was effected in darkness. This
fact helps one to appreciate the courage of Ether-
idge and his men.
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"WE WERE SLAVES AND FREE... .FIGHTING FOR
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