
Forest Owners Winter School, Feb. 1, 2020, Spokane Community College, Colville Center 
Questions? Andy Perleberg 509-667-6540 andyp@wsu.edu 

 9:00 10:00 11:00 12:00 1:30 2:30 3:30 
SESSIONS     LUNCH    

Attracting songbirds to your forest 106  106   106  

Chainsaw safety and maintenance 
workshop (2-hr. Hands-on, bring 
your saw!) 

  129  129 
(cont.)  129 129  

(cont.)  

Common noxious weeds and their 
control  149C    149C  

Forest health (2-hr)  136 136 
(cont.)   136 136  

(cont.) 

Forest soils 149C     149C  149C 

Forest wildlife and habitats (Part 1)  117    117  

Forest wildlife enhancement (Part 2)   117    117 

Forestry taxation: timber excise tax, 
current use forest land taxes  149B   149B  149B 

Forestland security and safety   104  104  104 

Hand tools and what’s in a forester’s 
vest       129 

Introduction to Silviculture: growing 
and tending trees; successful 
reforestation (2-hr) 

 132 132 
(cont.)  132 132  

(cont.)  

Landowner assistance programs 
(technical and financial assistance) 132      132 

Managing for big game  106   106  106 

Is a portable sawmill for you?   149C    149C  

Protecting your home and forest 
from fire 136    136   

Technology for your forest  104    104  

Tree and shrub identification 117    117   

Working with consulting foresters; 
realities of selling timber; forest 
management plans 

149B  149B   149B  

*** Numbers on this schedule correspond with ROOM NUMBERS on attached site map ***  

 
 

 
WSU Extension Forestry   Natural Resources Conservation Service—WA 
http://forestry.wsu.edu/   https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/wa/home/ 
WA Dept. Natural Resources   Spokane Community College 
https://www.dnr.wa.gov/ForestHealth  https://scc.spokane.edu/ 
Stevens County Conservation District 
https://sccd.stevenscountywa.gov 
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SESSION DESCRIPTIONS 
 
• Attracting songbirds to your forest — Are you an avid birdwatcher, or just have a casual enjoyment of small 
feathered creatures? Learn how to turn your forest into an avian haven.  Learn how birds use the ground, the shrubs, 
and the trees for different purposes.  Learn how meadows, the shrubs at the edge of the woods, and the interior 
forests all contribute to the food, cover, and space needed for carrying out life histories as residents or as migrants.  
Brian Gilbert, Spokane Community College   
Room 106: 9am, 11am, 2:30pm 
 
• Chainsaw safety and maintenance workshop (2-hours) — This is a hands-on workshop where you will learn the 
fundamentals of safe operation and how to avoid common errors which lead to injury.  You will learn to inspect your 
saw for maintenance needs, covering the engine, air flow, suspension, fuels and power, chain, clutch and other 
components.  Learn to sharpen your saw correctly!!  Learn about selecting the right chainsaw to purchase, as well as 
safety gear and useful maintenance tools.  Mike LeCaire, Sun Rental; Tom Rieger, Spokane Community College   
Room 129: 10am -noon, 1:30pm - 3:30pm 
 
• Common noxious weeds and their control — Protect the productivity of your forestland from the ravages of noxious 
weed incursion.  Cindy Jennings, Stevens County Noxious Weed Control Board  
Room 149C: 10am -noon, 2:30pm - 3:30pm 
 
• Forest health (2 hours) — Learn how to identify and manage your forest in the presence of common insects, 
diseases, and other problems.  Bark beetles and defoliating insects are natural damage agents and play an important 
role in the way that forests develop and change.  At a small scale, they can be food for bluebirds; out of control 
incursions can kill thousands of trees.  Come learn to recognize the symptoms of infested trees, the signs of the insect 
attackers, and the patterns to look for as you monitor your forest’s health.  Root diseases can be equally tree killing 
but the progression is usually much more discrete, sometimes unnoticeable.  This class will help you recognize the 
symptoms of infected trees and provide guidance for growing healthy trees in the presence of pathogens.  Generally, 
you can manage the condition of your forest to reduce the risk of harm from biotic and abiotic factors.  
Melissa Fischer, Dept. Natural Resources 
Room 136: 10am -noon, 2:30pm - 4:30pm 
 
• Forest soils —  Learn about soil types, how to describe productivity (site index) and the nature and extent of any 
soils-related problems and how they may affect species composition, tree growth, forest management activities, 
equipment operability, or other uses of the property.  Learn to maintain soil structure, stability, productivity, and to 
prevent, correct, or cope with soils-related problems.  Alex Case-Cohen, Stevens County Conservation District; Keith 
Harrington, Natural Resources Conservation Service  
Room 149C: 9am, 1:30pm, 3:30pm 
 
• Forest wildlife and habitats (Part 1) 
What wildlife species live in the forests of eastern Washington and what are their habitat needs?  In this session we 
will discuss some of the key habitat elements and link them to the life histories of the animals we want (or don't 
want!) on our small forest lands.  Ken Bevis, Dept. Natural Resources 
Room 117: 10am, 2:30pm 
 
• Forest wildlife enhancement (Part 2) 
How can we help the wildlife on our land survive? Certain techniques are available to provide key habitats and 
encourage wildlife populations to survive.  In this session we will talk about these ways to help wildlife; including nest 
boxes, habitat piles, "snagging" trees, feeding, and other time-tested methods. Ken Bevis, Dept. Natural Resources 
Room 117: 11am, 3:30pm 
 
• Forestry taxation — Taxes can be confusing.  A forester with the WA Department of Revenue will explain some tax 
saving options for landowners.  Learn about excise tax based on the value of the timber at the time of harvest, and tax 
benefit programs that may significantly reduce your property taxes.  Brit Pettit, Dept. Revenue 
Room 149B: 10am, 1:30pm, 3:30pm 
 



 
 
• Forestland safety and security — What you must know to keep yourself and your land safe from the 
bad guys running around out there. Topics include trespass, dumping, theft, dope labs and grows, and 
other hazardous situations.  Paul Figueroa, WA State Dept. Agriculture Room 104: 11am, 1:30pm, 3:30 
 
• Hand tools and what’s in a forester’s vest – Whether measuring, planting, or pruning your trees, selecting and using 
the right tool for the job is important.  Learn about Good Buys and Nice Tries.  Participants will be encouraged to share 
experiences and will learn from one another.  If you’re a tool person, this class is for you!   
Andy Perleberg, WSU  Room 129: 3:30pm 
 
• Introduction to Silviculture: growing and tending trees; successful reforestation (2-hr) — Forests develop and 
change due to a variety of environmental and biological factors.  Come learn how trees interact within their forest 
environment, respond to change and circumstances, and what you can do to create a desirable future condition for 
your forest.  Learn about activities you or your contractor can execute to protect your forest health, aesthetic beauty, 
and financial investment.  Phil Anderson, Dept. Natural Resources Room 132: 10am-noon, 1:30-3:30pm 
 
• Landowner assistance programs — Want to take a walk in YOUR woods with a professional forester and/or wildlife 
biologist? Want to learn about ways of significantly reducing your cost for obtaining a written management plan and 
implementing practices that meet your objectives? Come learn from a variety of service agencies that are “from the 
government and REALLY ARE here to help.”  Rob Lionberger, Todd Olson, Guy Gifford, Dept. Natural Resources; Carrie 
Gaines, Natural Resources Conservation Service; Dean Hellie, Stevens County Conservation District; Sandy Dotts, WA 
Dept. Fish and Wildlife  Room 132: 9am, 3:30pm 
 
• Managing for big game – Deer, elk, and moose live in a variety of ecosystems across the Inland Empire, and forested 
habitats play an important role in their nutrition and survival.  Active management practices that encourage forb and 
shrub growth such as forest thinning, creating forest openings, connectivity corridors, and developing late-season 
water sources, all provide critical habitat components necessary for big game to feel safe and secure and to raise their 
young.  This session will help improve your opportunities for viewing big game.   
Jacob Turner, Mainbeam Wildlife Consulting Room 106: 10am, 1:30pm, 3:30pm 
 
• Is a portable sawmill for you? – Thinking about buying a small sawmill for managing your land or perhaps as a 
business?  Before you sign on the dotted-line, ask yourself “What do I intend to use this mill for and, beyond that, 
what am I likely to use this mill for?  Electric or gas engine, track/bed extension, log loading/ramp package, lap siding 
and shingle kit, log rollers, and bundled up on a trailer?  Come ask questions and get ideas!   
Michael Weller, Mt. View Lumber and Livestock   Room 149C: 11am, 3:30pm 
 
• Protecting your home and forest from wildfire — It’s “the little things” that generally lead to home ignitions—
needles in the gutters, building materials, unscreened vents, etc. Fire brands can fly through the sky for thousands of 
feet, so even if you’ve done all the right things to reduce wildfire hazard on your own land, your home may still be at 
risk. Learn what you can do to protect your home from wildfire. Learn what you can do to protect your forest using 
traditional forestry practices, which provide multiple benefits for you and your forest.   
Guy Gifford, Dept. Natural Resources Room 136: 9am, 1:30pm 
 
• Technology for Your Forest — Technology is continuing to change our daily lives, including the management of your 
backyard forest.  This course will introduce you to the technology that is available to help you manage your forest 
including mobile phones and tablets, GPS and mapping, as well as many specialized apps for your devices.   
Dept. Natural Resources Room 104: 10am, 2:30pm 
 
• Tree and shrub identification — Learn the most frequently encountered plants in your forest, focusing on trees and 
shrubs.  Ken Bevis, Dept. Natural Resources  Room 117: 9am, 1:30pm 
 
• Working with consulting foresters; realities of selling timber; forest management plans — Thinking about logging?  
What is your fair share?  Is a handshake good enough?  There’s much more to a successful timber 
sale than meets the eye.  Speak to professionals who can prepare forest management plans, oversee contractors, and 
negotiate sales in your best interest.  Association of Consulting Foresters Room 149B: 9am, 11am, 2:30pm 


