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OVERVIEW OF WORKSHOP  

Work integrated learning (WIL) involves students engaging interactively with practice, workplaces, and 
practitioners to develop employability. WIL is important in engineering education because engineering students 
often have little understanding of practice. Engineering –related employment has traditionally been the main 
form of WIL in engineering programs. However, employment opportunities can be difficult to secure and vary in 
the quality. Additionally, most students find employment only near the completion of their studies, thereby 
missing the opportunities for WIL to enhance their learning during their studies. 

Engineering educators can address the limitation of traditional WIL by complementing engineering-related 
employment with other forms of WIL structured throughout engineering programs. The Virtual Work Integrated 

Learning for Engineering Students (Male, Hargreaves, & Pointing, 2017) has developed and piloted eight 
modules to support non-placement WIL. In the modules, students engage electronically with engineers, and 
interact in simulated workplaces. 

The modules are designed to support educators to structure WIL from first to final year. In the modules 
designed for first and second year, students are supported in WIL by significant scaffolding such as 
demonstrations, explanations, and modelling. Students engage with a diverse range of practice and practitioners 
and identify achievable and appealing possible future selves. They think critically about the relevance of their 
studies to their contributions as leaders in society, and become resilient self-directed learners with skills and 
motivation to take responsibility for their learning. In the WIL modules designed for students in the final years of 
their studies, students undertake authentic engineering tasks such as reviewing tenders and using engineering 
processes to review a design for safety. 

The purpose of this workshop is for participants to learn about the virtual WIL modules, hear from educators at 
universities where these have been piloted, and plan and discuss possibilities for adopting and adapting the 
modules, or developing their own WIL inspired learning activities, at their universities. 
 
ACTIVITIES 
 
The workshop facilitator will introduce the suite of modules. (10 minutes)  
 
Four academics who have piloted modules will speak for 5 minutes each. (20 minutes) 
 
In groups, participants will discuss possibilities to adopt/adapt or develop a module of develop an activity 
inspired by a module in groups. Each group will include an academic with experience of a module. (30 minutes) 
 
Groups will report and share plans. (30 minutes) 
 
TARGET AUDIENCE  
 
Unit coordinators and program leaders should attend this workshop. No prior knowledge is assumed. 



 
OUTCOMES 
 
Participants will leave with understanding of resources that they can use to integrate WIL from first to final year 
in their programs and will be inspired to enhance WIL in their programs by adopting, adapting or developing 
virtual WIL. They will also have developed connections with others with experience and with whom they have 
reflected on the possibilities. These people are likely to be a valuable user group for them. 
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PRESENTERS’ BACKGROUNDS  
 
Sally Male has the Chair in Engineering Education at The University of Western Australia. She has led strategic 
research projects on work integrated learning, curriculum design, and inclusion. Sally is an Associate Editor of 
the Journal of Engineering Education and a Fellow of Engineers Australia. 
 
Sally will be joined by academics who have piloted the Virtual WIL modules. 
 

 


