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Purpose 

The purpose of these Case Studies is to provide examples of real-life 

situations you may encounter as a facilitator while developing your 

presentation for delivery to an audience at a conference, for a poster, or for 

a webinar.  

 

The intent is to build upon the information you just reviewed in the 
“Copyright Law Basics for Facilitators: Using the Work of Others” webinar.  
These two components and the completion of the evaluation will allow you 
to obtain continuing nursing education contact hours.  

 



Permission to use 
AACN materials 

Permission to use 
Images and 

Graphics 

Permission to use 
Professional 

Journal articles  

Permission to use 
Medical 

Records/Diagnostics 

Situations 

         Each case study will focus on what to do in the following situations:  



Permission to use  
AACN webinar, images, or publications 



Case Study #1 
Facilitator #1 is a registered nurse working in the ICU of a large 
metropolitan hospital in the Midwest. Their abstract has been 
accepted for them to speak at a national conference. They 
recently participated in the AACN webinar and would like to use 
one of the graphs that was illustrated in the presentation.  

 

Can they just use it since they are an AACN member and the 
webinar was offered for free? What is the process for obtaining 
permission to use something that AACN has created and is 
copyrighted?  



Solution to Case Study #1 
AACN has a form “Application for Reuse or Republication 
Copyrighted by AACN” that will need to be completed and 
scanned or emailed back to the Publishing Department.  

Questions to be answered include but are not limited to: 
description of content, usage, format (electronic or print), 
organization size and type, and other specific information around 
your intended usage.  

This form can be requested by emailing permissions@aacn.org 

 

mailto:permissions@aacn.org


Permission to use 

Patient information from their medical record: X-rays, ECGs, 
Diagnostic films 



Case Study #2 
Facilitator #2 is an APRN employed by the Cardiovascular 
department of a suburban hospital on the West coast. Their 
abstract has been accepted to speak at a regional conference. 
They feel that using a few examples of a patient’s ECG strips 
would really add to their presentation and help explain the 
disease process and treatment plan.  

 

Can they just use the ECG strips if they remove the personal 
patient identification? What is the process for obtaining 
permission to use something from a patient’s medical record?  



Solution to Case Study #2 
The facilitator should start by contacting their hospital Risk 
Management department to obtain permission to use any piece 
of patient information, including charts, x-rays and images prior 
to incorporating into their presentation. The question to ask is 
“what permissions have been given for use of this image?” 

Additionally the facilitator should ensure that all identifiable 
patient information is removed from the image.  

 



Permission to use 
Professional journal article, including a chart or graphic contained 

in the article.  



Case Study #3 
Facilitator #3 is an academic professor who has been invited 
to speak at a national conference. He would like to distribute 
an article to all attendees from a professional journal to 
illustrate his point.  

Can he just make copies and distribute these for educational 
purposes?  



Solution to Case Study#3 
The facilitator cannot make copies of a published original article 
without seeking permission to do so. Most professional journals 
have instructions on how to contact the author or original owner 
of the work when seeking permission to use copyrighted 
materials. The cost varies depending on how you wish to use the 
article. Fair Use does not apply in this situation.  

You may also do a keyword search on www.copyright.com to see 
if it is in the Copyright Clearance Center’s database and seek 
permission through that source.  

Remember to give proper credit or attribution if you are granted 
permission to use the article.  

http://www.copyright.com/


Creating your own images 
and graphics 

Sub Information 



Case Study #4 
Facilitator #4 is a nurse educator in a small hospital located in 
the eastern part of the country. She has been asked to 
present on a topic at a regional nursing conference. The time 
has gotten away from her as she is very busy in her “day”  job 
and she doesn’t have time to ask for permission to use a great 
anatomical image to help illustrate her point.  

Can she just scan an image from one of her graduate text 
books as long as she provides the proper citation?  



Solution to Case Study #4 
This facilitator should make all attempts to seek permission from the 
textbook author. The request is often a simple matter of filling out a form and 
receiving an email reply.  

However, if permission is not given or the cost of use is too great, the 
facilitator can make their own sketch or drawing of the concept (not a copy of 
the image) and scan or photograph their own image for the presentation. 
Using your own creations adds visual interest and originality to the work. 

 



Summary 
When you create a presentation, you often are building new ideas upon the work of 
others.  

If you are not the original creator or owner of the material, you will need to seek 
permission to use.  

Being aware of copyright principles demonstrates a professional respect for others.  

We hope that these case studies have helped to further support your understanding 
of when and how to seek permission if you are considering using the work of 
others.  



Thank you! 
Please submit your questions or comments to 
facilitators@aacn.org and someone will respond to you in a 
timely manner.   

mailto:facilitators@aacn.org

