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Policy for Interacting with Minors 
Revised March 20, 2010 

 
 
A. INTRODUCTION 
 

Faith Church and all legal entities of Faith Ministries (collectively “FAITH”) value children and 
teens (collectively “minors”).  The Bible teaches that minors are gifts from the Lord and that all 
adults have the solemn God-given responsibility to care for them properly.  Scripture calls for the 
highest standard of moral behavior in the presence of minors.  The emotional and physical 
vulnerability of minors should never be violated.  They are to be lovingly trained within the context 
of proper parental authority in order to help them develop maturity in their relationship with the 
Lord and with others. 
 
FAITH believes that minors have the right to protection from harm and abuse within the limits of 
the organization’s jurisdiction.  The purpose of this policy is to highlight this right and to enable 
those in positions of responsibility to take appropriate action when necessary. 
 
FAITH expects proper moral conduct toward all minors.  All FAITH employees and adult volunteer 
servants (hereinafter called “FAITH personnel” or “adult servants”) are required to adhere to the 
standards and procedures prescribed in this adults/minors protection policy.  This policy outlines 
behavioral standards as well as guidelines for the proper flow of information and the action to be 
taken in the event of an offense.  Improper conduct toward minors can be a criminal offense and 
can lead to imprisonment upon conviction. 
 
FAITH has the biblical responsibility to provide appropriate care for the minors involved in its 
ministry.  In order to maintain a testimony that is above reproach, it is important for all adults 
interacting with minors to follow certain guidelines.  These guidelines are intended to accomplish 
the following objectives: 
 

1. To ensure the safety of the minors entrusted to our care; 
 

2. To protect those serving in our ministry from becoming the objects of false criminal 
accusation (FAITH recognizes that the reputation of an individual, church, or ministry can 
be seriously harmed by a false report of abuse.  Therefore, while protecting minors as 
specified herein, FAITH will also protect innocent parties); and 

 
3. To preserve the reputation of our Lord and the testimony of our church within the 

community 
 
B. PRE-REQUISITES TO SERVICE WITH MINORS AND PREVENTION 
 

Prior to any adult serving with minors at FAITH the adult must… 
 

1. Undergo a background check of the nature and type then being used by FAITH.  (FAITH 
may at its discretion require and conduct additional or subsequent background checks on 
any personnel in ministry contact with minors for past criminal conduct or child abuse 
offenses). 
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2. Read and sign a statement agreeing to abide by the policies and standards of FAITH. 

 
3. Read and sign a statement agreeing to fulfill the responsibilities associated with his/her 

service position. 
 

4. Have regularly attended Faith Church for a period of six (6) months and formally joined its 
membership.  (This requirement may be waived on a case-by-case basis). 

 
5. Read and sign a copy of this Adults/Minors Protection Policy. 

 
 
C. BASIC RULES FOR PERSONNEL INVOLVED WITH MINORS 
 

1. General Policy to Not be Secluded with a Minor.  Adult servants (volunteers and 
employees) serving as a representative of FAITH shall avoid being alone with a minor in a 
space or area out of view.  Adults serving with minors must carefully guard against 
seclusion. 

 
2. Individual Counseling and Discipleship.  On occasions when it becomes necessary for an 

adult to meet individually with a minor for the purposes of counseling or discipleship, such 
interactions should take place in a place that is in view of others. 

 
3. Conduct and Communication.  FAITH personnel and minors must conduct themselves in 

ways that demonstrate appropriate concern for the edification and welfare of others.  Any 
interaction between adult servants and minors, regardless of the medium through which 
such interaction takes place, ought to evidence submission to the laws of the State of 
Indiana as well as a desire to bring honor to God. 

 
4. Contact Sponsored by FAITH.  Contact sponsored by FAITH includes any phone calls, 

letters, internet usage, or face-to-face communication that takes place at the direction of 
ministry leadership or in relation to scheduled ministry activities.  Such contact should be 
carried out in a manner consistent with the above guidelines for conduct and 
communication. 

 
5. Informal Contact (Independent of FAITH Activities).  Informal contact refers to phone calls, 

letters, all forms of internet usage, or face-to-face communication between an adult servant 
and a minor that is not connected to the official activities of FAITH.  FAITH recognizes that 
informal contact between adult servants and minors frequently occurs.  For example, adults 
may ask teens to babysit their own children, or adults may see children during social events 
with a child’s family.  
 
When initiating informal contact, adult servants should acquire the permission of parents 
before such contact takes place.  Any instances of informal contact should be carried out 
in a manner consistent with the above guidelines for conduct and communication.  Parents 
are responsible for monitoring all instances of informal contact. 

 
6. Transportation to and from FAITH Activities.  Transportation to and from ministry activities 

is not considered part of the activity itself.  Parents are responsible for providing or 
arranging such transportation.  If an adult servant transports a minor at a parent’s request, 
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this should be recognized as informal contact, and the guidelines for informal contact 
should be observed. 

 
7. Transportation as Part of Ministry Activities.  From time to time, FAITH may provide 

transportation as part of a FAITH ministry activity.  Examples of this type of activity would 
include field trips or out-of-town events.  When minors are transported as part of FAITH 
activities, there must be suitable adult supervision.  In addition, signed parental consent 
and medical permission forms must be acquired for all participating minors. 

 
8. Instruction.  Leaders of the FAITH children’s and youth ministries and 

recreational/educational facilities will regularly give helpful and necessary age-appropriate 
information and instruction about child abuse to FAITH personnel. 

 
D. DEFINITIONS 
 

Normal, healthy human relationships between adults and minors include expressions of proper 
care and affection.  Adults working with minors are encouraged to provide a warm, supportive and 
nurturing environment.  Supportive nurture is always to be guided by biblical standards of morality, 
ethics, and prudence. 
 
Child abuse is a general term to describe inappropriate or immoral behavior, or threatened 
behavior, by an adult toward a minor under 18 years of age, or by one minor toward another minor 
where there is a difference in power based on age, or physical, intellectual or emotional capacity.  
Child abuse is recognized under four categories:  Sexual Abuse, Physical Abuse, Emotional Abuse, 
and Neglect.  Child abuse can be perpetrated with or without the consent of the victim.  It can 
occur in a one-on-one encounter or in a group setting.  Applicable definitions are: 
 

1. “Sexual Abuse” means the employment of physical and/or emotional sexual stimuli or acts 
in the presence (visual, auditory, or physical) of an individual or upon an individual, with 
or without consent, when that person is considered to be outside the limits of normal sexual 
rapport.  There are two categories of sexual abuse:  touching and non-touching. 

 
a. Touching offenses include repeated inappropriate touching, fondling, oral, genital 

or anal stimulation; violent and nonviolent intercourse; incest; rape; homosexual 
activity; assault; battery. 

 
b. Non-touching offenses include verbal sexual stimulation; indecent exposure; 

peeping; causing or allowing minors to witness sexual relations; reading, playing 
an audio tape or showing explicit pornographic material. 

 
2. “Physical Abuse” means any act which results in a non-accidental physical injury (most 

often involving unreasonably severe corporal punishment [defined below] or unjustifiable 
punishment).  Intentional, deliberate battery such as burning, biting, cutting, poking, 
hitting, twisting limbs, or otherwise intentionally hurting or torturing a minor is also 
included.  “Unreasonably Severe Corporal Punishment” means: 

 
a. Results in physical injury, including bruises (However, it is recognized that a small 

percentage of people bruise very easily.  That fact shall be considered). 
 

b. Is inconsistent, arbitrary punishment designed not to educate, but to instill fear 
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c. Is inappropriate for the age of the minors 
 

d. Is the result of unreasonable expectations or demands on the minors by the 
caretaker 

 
e. Is the result of a caretaker losing control during discipline 

 
3. “Emotional Abuse” means chronic attitude or acts which harm or interfere with the 

psychological and social development of a minor.  An infrequent, unkind snubbing of a 
minor or a rare incidence of overly harsh criticism is usually not emotional abuse.  
Emotional abuse is characterized by consistent and chronic behavior.  Verbal assaults (e.g. 
belittling, screaming, threats, blaming, sarcasm), unpredictable responses . . . continual 
negative moods, constant family discord and double message communication are 
examples of emotional abuse. 

 
4. “Neglect” means the failure, refusal, or inability of a parent, guardian, legal custodian, or 

another person exercising temporary or permanent control over a minor, for reasons other 
than poverty or war, to provide care, instruction, food, clothing, basic medical service, and 
shelter so as to seriously harm or endanger the well-being of the individual. 

 
5. “Child” means any person under the age of 18 years, unless legally emancipated by reason 

of marriage or entry into a branch of the United States armed services.” 
 

6. “Abused child” means a child whose parent or immediate family member, or any person 
responsible for the child’s welfare, or any individual residing in the same home as the child, 
or a paramour of the child’s parent: 

 
a. Inflicts, causes to be inflicted, or allows to be inflicted upon such child physical 

injury, by other than accidental means, which causes death, disfigurement, 
impairment of physical or emotional health, or loss or impairment of any bodily 
function; 

 
b. Creates a substantial risk of physical injury to such child by other than accidental 

means which would be likely to cause death, disfigurement, impairment of physical 
or emotional health, or loss or impairment of any bodily function; 

 
c. Commits or allows to be committed any sex offense against such child, as such sex 

offenses are defined in the Indiana Criminal Code and extending those definitions 
of sex offenses to include minors under 18 years of age; and extending those 
definitions of sex offenses to include minors under 18 years of age; 

 
d. Commits or allows to be committed an act or acts of torture upon such child; or 

 
e. Inflicts serious bodily injury. 

 
E. PROCEDURES REGARDING ALLEGED CHILD ABUSE REPORTED OR OCCURRING AT FAITH 

OR DURING FAITH ACTIVITIES 
 

1. Summary Statement.  Every adult servant serving with FAITH has the privilege and 
responsibility of being a role model for the minors with whom they come in contact.  FAITH 
considers it a high calling and sacred trust to care for and protect minors and to minister to 
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minors.  Conduct toward minors must be above reproach according to biblical standards 
of integrity, prudence, ethics and morality.  Each adult servant must do his/her part to 
ensure that the minors at FAITH and those served by FAITH have a safe environment in 
which to live, grow, learn and enjoy their childhood and their teens.  If a child reports that 
he/she has been abused, or when an adult servant observes or becomes aware that a 
minor’s welfare has been compromised because of suspected child abuse, it is that adult 
servant’s responsibility to report the incident or suspicion immediately to his/her supervisor 
following the procedures outlined in this policy.  There are two types of possible violations: 

 
a. The alleged perpetrator is involved in a FAITH ministry or activity; or 
b. The alleged perpetrator is not involved in a FAITH ministry or activity. 

 
Minors should never have to be protected from us, and they should always have the 
security of knowing they are protected by us. 
 

2. Discovery 
 

a. Any adult servant receiving a report, witnessing, or having reason to suspect child 
abuse must report it to a supervisor without delay, i.e. as soon as possible that very 
day (see “3. Reporting and Immediate Action” below).  If the immediate supervisor 
is implicated, or if the case warrants special handling, the report should go to the 
next person of greater authority on the organizational chart. 

 
b. Any adult servant who receives a report or allegation of child abuse by a child or 

by an adult must treat the reporter with an attitude of “respect and belief.” 
 

c. Even if there is reason to doubt a report of abuse, the adult servant receiving the 
report must communicate the information accurately, completely, and immediately 
to his/her supervisor.  (Note:  In Indiana and within FAITH, those who purposely 
make false reports are subject to disciplinary action, but those who make reports in 
good faith are provided immunity from legal liability, regardless of the outcome of 
the case.)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Reporting and Immediate Action 
 

a. All reports alleging abuse or the discovery of abuse must be verbally communicated 
immediately (i.e. as soon as possible that same day), by phone or in person to the 
supervisor, or if the supervisor is implicated or the case warrants special handling 
to the next person of great authority; and then also in writing to the pastors and the 
director of human resources as soon as possible, but in any case, no later than 36 
hours later. 

 
b. The adult servant hearing an allegation of abuse, witnessing abuse, or having 

reason to suspect abuse, should complete the Incident Report form which includes 
the following information: 

CONFIDENTIALITY 
Every effort must be made to maintain confidentiality regarding of the alleged victim and 
the alleged perpetrator by the investigating team and by anyone else who has any knowledge 
of the case. 



8 
 
 

 
(1) Name of person reporting 
(2) Date and time of all meetings 
(3) Reasons for the initial suspicion 
(4) Alleged victim’s name and parent’s name(s) 
(5) Nature or extent o injury (if any) 
(6) Present location of the child 
(7) Alleged perpetrator’s name 
(8) How the information was obtained 
(9) Who was contacted and when 
(10) Details of what was reported or suspected (dates, times, places, specifics 

of what happened) 
(11) Data gathered during the investigation 
(12) Basis/rationale for why there was or was not “reason to believe” that child 

abuse or child neglect occurred 
(13) If there was a report to CPS, the date and time of such report 
(14) Date of writing the report 

 
c. In addition to reporting as specified above, the adult servant who observes or 

receives a report of child abuse, shall observe the following guidelines: 
 

(1) Do not panic or overreact to the information reported by a minor or an 
adult. 
 

(2) Do not challenge, argue with, refute, or criticize the minor, or state to the 
minor any conclusion that the minor simply was wrong or misunderstood 
what actually happened. 
 

(3) In every way, respect the privacy of the minor who made the report.  After 
having a second adult present be sure that any discussions concerning 
child abuse or child neglect take place at a location which is strictly 
private and where no one other than said two adults can overhear the 
discussion. 
 

(4) All reports of abuse must be handled in a quiet and confidential manner 
and no disclosure should be made to any persons other than as provided 
in this policy. 
 

(5) Be very sensitive to the emotional needs of the minor and try to relieve 
the stress and anxiety which accompany an abuse situation. 

 
d. When the pastors and the director of human resources receive a report about abuse, 

the first question to answer will be whether there is “reason to believe” that abuse 
has occurred such that there would be a reasonable cause for further investigation.  
If so, the matter should proceed as determined by the pastors, and consistent with 
this Policy, the pastors shall proceed as follows: 

 
(1) If the alleged perpetrator is involved in a FAITH ministry or activity: 
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(A) Decide what needs to be done immediately to protect the 
victim(s).  This will be done as discreetly and respectfully as 
possible. 

 
(B) Decide how to confront the alleged perpetrator and remove 

him/her from ministry with minors or involvement with minors.  
This may include the reassignment or suspension of the alleged 
perpetrator during the investigation and will be done as 
discreetly and respectfully as possible.  Such removal, and or 
suspension is not tantamount to a finding or conclusion that the 
alleged perpetrator is guilty. 

 
(C) Decide the appropriate investigation process. 
 
(D) Decide the best way to immediately notify the alleged victim’s 

parents about the allegations and the investigation process. 
 
(E) Report to the authorities when required by Indiana law.  The 

pastors shall remain in communication with legal counsel to be 
sure that the knowledge of the requirement of Indiana law 
remains current (including necessary updating to this policy and 
its attachments). 

 
(2) If the alleged perpetrator is not involved in a FAITH ministry or activity: 

 
(A) Decide what needs to be done immediately to protect the 

victim(s).  This will be done as discreetly and respectfully as 
possible. 

 
(B) Decide the appropriate investigation process. 
 
(C) Decide the best way to immediately notify the alleged victim’s 

parents about the allegations and the investigation process. 
 
(D) Report to the authorities when required by Indiana law.  The 

pastors shall remain in communication with legal counsel to be 
sure that the knowledge of the requirement of Indiana law 
remains current (including necessary updating to this policy and 
its attachments). 

 
F. INVESTIGATION: 
 

1. When further investigation is appropriate, the pastors or their designee(s) will investigate 
the allegations and assist with the resolution of the case.  Those investigating will 
thoroughly investigate all allegations, reports, acts and/or suspicions.  They will also try to 
determine if there are other victims. 

 
2. The investigators will prepare a written report of their investigation to be used as the 

pastor’s determine. 
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3. An investigation that has been opened it will be considered complete when the following 
are completed: 

 
a. The Incident Report specified above in E.3.b. has been filed with the pastors and 

the director of human resources. 
 

b. The investigation has been completed and a decision has been reached. 
 

c. If applicable, the report to CPS has been made. 
 
 
G. WHEN AN ALLEGATION IS CONFIRMED (i.e. there is reason to believe that child abuse 

occurred), the pastors will: 
 

1. See that care and counseling are provided for victims, “near victims” (those emotionally 
and/or physically close to the victim and adversely affected by the abuse), and the 
perpetrator, as indicated. 

 
2. Decide on appropriate actions and/or discipline. 

 
3. Decide (in consultation with legal counsel if necessary) what information needs to be 

reported to appropriate authorities and make the appropriate report to CPS.  FAITH shall 
always comply with Indiana laws relating to the reporting of abuse. 

 
4. Provide appropriate information to the family and others on a “need to know basis” 

regarding the allegations, investigation and results. 
 
H. WHEN AN ALLEGATION IS NOT CONFIRMED (i.e. there is not reason to believe that child abuse 

or child neglect occurred), the pastors will: 
 

1. See that care and counseling are provided for those involved as indicated. 
 

2. Evaluate the conclusions of the investigation and take appropriate action. 
 
I. RESPONSIBILITY OF LEADERSHIP 
 

The pastors, supervisors and leaders of FAITH shall have the responsibility to be aware of the laws 
relating to child abuse and the legal requirements for reporting to the authorities.  Every report of 
child abuse or child neglect shall be handled with discretion and seriousness, and in compliance 
with applicable law.  Attachment One hereto sets out the relevant Indiana Statutes.  Attachment 
One is to be updated and to remain current by consulting with legal counsel on a regular basis.  
The pastors shall distribute copies of and provide for instruction about this ADULTS/MINORS 
PROTECTION POLICY to supervisors, leaders, and adult servants; and when there are changes to 
this policy or updates to the relevant laws, the pastors shall provide for such updated information 
to be disseminated to supervisor, leaders and adult servants.  
 

J. GUIDELINES FOR PROPER INTERACTION AND TAKING PRECAUTIONS AGAINST FALSE 
ACCUSATIONS OF CHILD ABUSE 

 
Each FAITH adult working with minors should be aware of the fact that he or she may be placed 
in a position of some vulnerability to a false accusation of abuse.  The following guidelines specify 
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proper interaction with minors and provide reasonable precautions to avoid groundless 
accusations: 
 

1. To repeat, adult servants are not to ever be alone in an enclosed space with a minor.  See 
Section C above. 

 
2. When circumstances make it necessary for adult servants to accompany minors to the 

bathroom, take minors to the bathroom as a class with two or more adults present. 
 

3. Proper touches are an important means for demonstrating love and concern for the minors 
in our ministries.  The following limits must be followed.  Hugging should be done in public 
areas with other adults present.  Touching or tickling minors under their clothing is 
prohibited.  It is recognized that some minors come from backgrounds in which wholesome 
affection is not openly displayed.  Such minors may be uncomfortable with even a genuine 
and wholesome display of affection (e.g. a hand on the shoulder).  Adult servants must be 
sensitive to these differences and use discretion and wisdom to avoid any display of 
affection that may in any way be misinterpreted or which may make a minor 
uncomfortable. 

 
4. Adult servants shall never strike a minor.  All minors should be handled in an appropriate 

manner.  Screaming or using harsh language is unacceptable.  If a minor’s behavior is 
totally out of control, the minor shall be removed until he or she can behave, and if 
necessary and possible, the parent(s) shall be contacted.  No unreasonable or unnecessary 
physical force shall be used in removing a child or restraining a child from injuring 
someone.  (Note:  this policy does not prohibit appropriate corporal discipline by parents.) 

 
5. Extreme caution should be taken when roughhousing with minors.  Be sure that active 

involvement is in a public area with other adults present.  The giving of “wedgies,” pink 
bellies,” or other such activities is strictly prohibited. 

 
6. Written parental permission must be obtained for each minor prior to a retreat or overnight 

activity.  A minimum of two adults must be present at any overnight activity.  Separate 
sleeping and changing areas must be designated for girls and boys and off limits to members 
of the opposite gender. 

 
7. Adult servants shall take all steps necessary to monitor the health and safety of the minors, 

but adult servants shall not intrude into the privacy of minors.  Adult servants should also 
maintain their own privacy and should not freely discuss with the minors any inappropriate 
sensitive subjects. 

 
8. Adult servants must be sensitive to maintain the principle of modesty both for the minors 

and for the adult. 
 
K. YOUTH HELPERS/WORKERS 
  

FAITH recognizes that a person under the age 18 years is not a legal adult and that the laws do not 
impose upon him or her the same level of legal responsibilities.  However, FAITH intends to protect 
minors from any and all dangers from any person of any age.  Therefore before a person aged 12 
through 17 years (a “Youth”) is permitted to help or work with minors at FAITH or any FAITH 
ministry or activity, the following must be completed: 
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1. The pastors shall do whatever checking they deemed appropriate regarding the Youth’s 
abilities and character. 

 
2. The Youth must be approved as a helper/worker by the pastors. 

 
3. The parent(s) of the Youth must have signed a permission slip to allow the Youth to 

work/help at FAITH or with a FAITH ministry or activity.  
 

4. The Youth must read and sign a statement agreeing to abide by the policies and standards 
of FAITH. 

 
5. The Youth must read and sign a statement agreeing to fulfill the responsibilities associated 

with his/her service position. 
 

6. The Youth must have regularly attended Faith Church for a period of six (6) months and 
formally joined its membership.  (This requirement may be waived on a case-by-case basis). 

 
7. The Youth must read and sign a copy of this Adults/Minors Protection Policy. 

 
 [Last Revised March, 2010] 
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Child Abuse Policy 
Proposed Revision August, 2016 

 
 
Faith Ministries refers to one or more of the following ministries: Faith Church of Lafayette, Inc. (FC); Faith 
Bible Seminary, Inc. (FBS); Faith Biblical Counseling Ministries, LLC (FBCM); Faith Christian Fellowship, 
LLC (FCF); Faith Christian School, Inc. (FCS); Faith Community Development, Inc. (FCD); Faith Community 
Ministries, LLC (FCM); Faith Global Ministries, LLC (FGM); Faith Legacy Foundation, Inc. (FLF); Faith 
Legacy Properties, Inc. (FLP); Faith Properties, Inc. (FP); Faith West Properties, Inc. (FWP); and Vision of 
Hope Ministries, Inc. (VOH). 
 
When child abuse or neglect is suspected by a Faith Ministries’ leader, employee, or volunteer on the part 
of a parent, guardian, or custodian, the following procedures are to be followed.  These procedures comply 
with the Indiana Code sections 31-33-5 and 31-33-22 regarding reporting child abuse and neglect.  
Attached to this policy are copies of the relevant sections of the Indiana Code, including definitions of 
abuse, neglect, and a child in need of services.  Also included are recommendations from the organization 
“Prevent Child Abuse—Indiana.” 
 
Procedures for Reporting 

1. If you are suspicious of possible child abuse, then immediately notify the individual(s) overseeing 
the ministry.  Do not involve any other staff member, volunteer, church member, student, etc. 
 

Reports 
to: 

Faith East 
Pastor for 
Children’s 
Ministries 

Faith West 
Pastor for 
Children’s 
Ministries 

Faith North 
Pastor for 
Children’s 
Ministries 

Pastor for 
Student 

Ministries 

FCS Pre-School 
Director 

FCS 
Elementary 
Principal 

FCS  
Administrator 

Community 
Ministries 

Pastor 

Le
ad

er
s/

V
o

lu
n

te
er

s 
in

: 

Newborn –  
5th Grade 

Newborn –  
5th Grade 

Newborn –  
5th Grade 

6th- 12th Grade 
Faith Christian 

Pre-School 
K-5th Grade 6th-12th Grade 

Infant Care 

Discover After 
School Care 

Sports Leagues 

Adventure 
Camp 

 

In the event the person you are to contact is not available, you may contact the next available person 
from the following list. 

i. Children’s Ministries Pastor or Student Ministries Pastor 

ii. FCS Administrator or FCS Elementary Principal or FCS High School Principal 

iii. FCM Director 

iv. Faith Church’s Senior Pastor 

2. Together with your contact from step #1, try to establish any facts about the situation.  A meeting 
with the child may be necessary.   

3. Do not attempt a physical examination of the child on your own.  Only make observations of areas 
that are easily visible through normal routines and activities. 
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4. In consultation with the employee or volunteer, the pastor/director/administrator will need to 
determine: 

a. If the suspected abuse or neglect meets the legal definition of child abuse or neglect.  

b. The course of action for contacting the parent or guardian by Faith Ministries’ leadership. 

i. An exception could be made if it seems that informing the parents first would place 
the child at further risk of harm. 

ii. This contact will include tactfully expressing proper concern for the child’s well-
being or injuries and how Faith Ministries can extend appropriate care.  This should 
be handled by a phone call or an in-person meeting.   

iii. This contact will include asking the parent or guardian about the nature of the 
concern—cause of an injury, is the child eating well, etc.   

c. The course of action for contacting the proper agency or authority, namely Child Protective 
Services (CPS).   

i. It will assist with the careful, reasonable, and lawful reporting of abuse if an 
employee or volunteer first involves Faith Ministries’ leadership.  The Faith Ministries 
leadership may or may not agree that CPS should be called.   

ii. It is Faith Ministries’ practice to not contact CPS without first informing and 
discussing the problem with the child’s parents or guardian.  Again, an exception 
could be made if it seems that informing the parents first would place the child at 
further risk of harm.   

iii. The decision about who will contact CPS, if deemed necessary, needs to be made.   

1. The point person for all CPS reporting will be the Faith Children’s Ministries 
Pastor.     

2. In the event this pastor is unavailable, the following persons will have the 
responsibility of contacting CPS.   

a. Faith Student Ministries Pastor 

b. FCS Administrator or FCS Elementary Principal or FCS High School 
Principal 

c. Faith Senior Pastor 

iv. Every effort will be made to conduct a quick and thorough investigation.  If there is 
reason to believe that abuse has taken place, an immediate contact to CPS will be 
made. 

v. Failure to report suspected child abuse or neglect is a Class B misdemeanor.  
Intentionally making a false claim of child abuse or neglect while knowing it to be 
false and/or obstructing or interfering with a child abuse investigation, are Class A 
misdemeanors. 

5. A record of the suspected abuse will be signed and filed by the overseeing 
pastor/administrator/director. 

6. The employee or volunteer is not relieved of the obligation to report on his or her own behalf simply 
because a Faith Ministries’ leader has been told.  The employee or volunteer is free to exercise his 
or her legal rights and obligations to report suspected child abuse or neglect regardless of a Faith 
Ministries’ leader’s view. 
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Child Abuse Hotline Information: 
Effective 3/22/10  the Statewide Child Abuse Hotline will begin taking all child abuse and neglect reports 
for Tippecanoe County Department of Child Services and the rest of DCS Region 5, which also includes 
Benton, Carroll, Clinton, Fountain, Warren and White Counties.  The rollout schedule for implementation 
of the Statewide Child Abuse Hotline began January 1, 2010 in Marion County and will be active 
throughout all 92 counties by June 30, 2010.    The hotline is being managed by trained Family Case 
Managers and Supervisors located in Indianapolis.  
 
In order to make a report of child abuse or neglect, you must call 1-800-800-5556 (24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week).  Your call will be answered in the order it is received by the hotline staff.  The Intake Specialist 
team at the hotline will decide at the time of the report filing if the report will be assigned for assessment 
by a Family Case Manager at the Tippecanoe County Department of Child Services Office.  You will 
receive information at the time of the call if the report is being assigned for assessment. 
 

 Information needed when making a report: 
 Names of all children involved 
 Location 
 Officer’s Name, telephone number, badge number (for Law Enforcement Officers) 
 Approximate age of children 
 Reason why the DCS or the LEA was called to the address/allegations 
 Name and identifiers of person/persons believed to have injured or neglected the child 

 
For Law Enforcement Officers with an emergency, there will be an emergency access code that can be 
used in order to immediately speak with a member of the hotline staff.  (Law Enforcement will receive the 
access code in a separate notice.)  The hotline staff will have the ability to contact the Tippecanoe County 
DCS immediately for any emergency responses needed during office hours and after office hours.  The 
response time for DCS to respond to reports will not change, the expectation will remain that Family Case 
Managers respond within 1 hour to reports that meet the criteria of imminent danger of serious bodily 
harm, 24 hours for all other reports of physical abuse not meeting the 1 hour response requirement, and 
5 days (maximum) for reports of less severe child neglect. 
 
The mandatory reporting law requires that an oral report be made to either DCS or a Law Enforcement 
Agency (LEA) immediately upon suspecting child abuse or neglect.  However, there are fax numbers and 
an email address that can be used to communicate with the Statewide Child Abuse Hotline.  In the future 
you will be notified how to utilize the web to file a report of child abuse or neglect.  The numbers and 
email address below is the most current information for the Child Abuse and Neglect Hotline. 
 

 Child Abuse Hotline 1-800-800-5556 
 The fax numbers for the Child Abuse Hotline are 317-234-7595 or 317-234-7596. 
 The email address for the Child Abuse Hotline is DCSHotlineReports@dcs.in.gov 

 

 
Local DCS Office in Tippecanoe County - Region 5 
250 Main Street, Suite 301 
Lafayette, IN 47901 
765-742-0400 
Fax: 765-742-9142 
Director: Angela Guimond 

  

mailto:DCSHotlineReports@dcs.in.gov
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Indiana Statutes on Child Abuse and Child Neglect 
 

IN SUMMARY:  The CHINS statutes define “Child Abuse” and “Child Neglect” as: 
  

1. The child's physical or mental condition is seriously impaired or seriously endangered as a result 
of the parent, guardian, or custodian being unable, refusing, or neglecting to supply the child with 
necessary food, clothing, shelter, medical care, education, or supervision. 

 
2. The child's physical or mental condition is seriously impaired or seriously endangered due to an 

injury as a result of the parent, guardian, or custodian’s act or omission, or there is evidence that 
illegal manufacture of a drug or controlled substance is occurring on property where a child 
resides. 

 
3. The child is a victim of certain sex offenses or is living in a household with a victim of certain sex 

offenses. 
 
4. The child's parent, guardian, or custodian allows the child to participate in an obscene 

performance. 
 
5. The child's parent, guardian, or custodian allows the child to commit a prohibited sex offense. 

 
[The actual statutes are below] 

 
IC 31-33-5 
Chapter 5.  Duty to Report Child Abuse or Neglect 
 
IC 31-33-5-1 
Duty to make report 

Sec. 1. In addition to any other duty to report arising under this article, an individual who has REASON 
TO BELIEVE that a child is a victim of child abuse or neglect shall make a report as required by this 
article. 
 

IC 31-33-5-2 
Notification of individual in charge of institution, school, facility, or agency; report 

Sec. 2. 
(a)  If an individual is required to make a report under this article in the individual's capacity as a 

member of the staff of a medical or other public or private institution, school, facility, or agency, 
the individual shall immediately notify the individual in charge of the institution, school, facility, 
or agency or the designated agent of the individual in charge of the institution, school, facility, 
or agency. 

(b) An individual notified under subsection (a) shall report or cause a report to be made. 
 
IC 31-33-5-3 
Effect of compliance on individual's own duty to report 

Sec. 3. This chapter does not relieve an individual of the obligation to report on the individual's own 
behalf, unless a report has already been made to the best of the individual's belief. 
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IC 31-33-5-4 
Immediate oral report to department of child services or law enforcement agency 

Sec. 4. A person who has a duty under this chapter to report that a child may be a victim of child abuse 
or neglect shall immediately make an oral report to: 

(1) the department [i.e. CPS]; or 
(2) the local law enforcement agency. 

 
IC 31-9-2-14 
"Child abuse or neglect" [see the above summary and the CHINS statute below] 

Sec. 14. 
(a) "Child abuse or neglect", for purposes of IC 31-32-11-1, IC 31-33, IC 31-34-7-4, and IC 31-39-

8-4, refers to a child who is alleged to be a child in need of services as described in IC 31-34-1-
1 through IC 31-34-1-5. 

(b) For purposes of subsection (a), the term under subsection (a) does not refer to a child who is 
alleged to be a child in need of services if the child is alleged to be a victim of a sexual offense 
under IC 35-42-4-3 unless the alleged offense under IC 35-42-4-3 involves the fondling or 
touching of the buttocks, genitals, or female breasts. 

(c) "Child abuse or neglect,” for purposes of IC 31-34-2.3, refers to acts or omissions by a person 
against a child as described in IC 31-34-1-1 through IC 31-34-1-9. 

 

 
IC 31-34-1 
Chapter 1. Circumstances Under Which a Child Is a Child in Need of Services 
 
IC 31-34-1-1 
Inability, refusal, or neglect of parent, guardian, or custodian to supply child with necessary food, 
clothing, shelter, medical care, education, or supervision 

Sec. 1. A child is a child in need of services if before the child becomes eighteen (18) years of age: 
(1) the child's physical or mental condition is seriously impaired or seriously endangered as 

a result of the inability, refusal, or neglect of the child's parent, guardian, or custodian to 
supply the child with necessary food, clothing, shelter, medical care, education, or 
supervision; and 

(2) the child needs care, treatment, or rehabilitation that: 
(A) the child is not receiving; and 
(B) is unlikely to be provided or accepted without the coercive intervention of the 

court. 
 

IC 31-34-1-2 
Act or omission of parent, guardian, or custodian seriously endangering child's physical or mental health 

Sec. 2. 
(a) A child is a child in need of services if before the child becomes eighteen (18) years of age: 

(1) the child's physical or mental health is seriously endangered due to injury by the act or 
omission of the child's parent, guardian, or custodian; and 

(2) the child needs care, treatment, or rehabilitation that: 
(A) the child is not receiving; and 
(B) is unlikely to be provided or accepted without the coercive intervention of the 

court. 
(b) Evidence that the illegal manufacture of a drug or controlled substance is occurring on property 

where a child resides creates a rebuttable presumption that the child's physical or mental health 
is seriously endangered. 
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IC 31-34-1-3 
Victim of sex offense; living in household with victim of sex offense 

Sec. 3. 
(a) A child is a child in need of services if, before the child becomes eighteen (18) years of age: 

(1) the child is the victim of a sex offense under: 
(A) IC 35-42-4-1;  
(B) IC 35-42-4-2; 
(C) IC 35-42-4-3; 
(D) IC 35-42-4-4; 
(E) IC 35-42-4-7; 
(F) IC 35-42-4-9; 
(G) IC 35-45-4-1; 
(H) IC 35-45-4-2; 
(I) IC 35-46-1-3; or 
(J) the law of another jurisdiction, including a military court, that is substantially 

equivalent to any of the offenses listed in clauses (A) through (I); and 
(2) the child needs care, treatment, or rehabilitation that: 

(A) the child is not receiving; and 
(B) is unlikely to be provided or accepted without the coercive intervention of the 

court. 
(b) A child is a child in need of services if, before the child becomes eighteen (18) years of age: 

(1) the child lives in the same household as another child who is the victim of a sex offense 
under: 

(A) IC 35-42-4-1; 
(B) IC 35-42-4-2; 
(C) IC 35-42-4-3; 
(D) IC 35-42-4-4; 
(E) IC 35-42-4-7; 
(F) IC 35-42-4-9; 
(G) IC 35-45-4-1; 
(H) IC 35-45-4-2; 
(I) IC 35-46-1-3; or 
(J) the law of another jurisdiction, including a military court, that is substantially 

equivalent to any of the offenses listed in clauses (A) through (I); 
(2) the child lives in the same household as the adult who committed the sex offense under 

subdivision (1) and the sex offense resulted in a conviction or a judgment under IC 31-
34-11-2; 

(3) the child needs care, treatment, or rehabilitation that: 
(A) the child is not receiving; and 
(B) is unlikely to be provided or accepted without the coercive intervention of the 

court; and 
(4) a caseworker assigned to provide services to the child: 

(A) places the child in a program of informal adjustment or other family or 
rehabilitative services based upon the existence of the circumstances described 
in subdivisions (1) and (2) and the assigned caseworker subsequently determines 
further intervention is necessary; or 

(B) determines that a program of informal adjustment or other family or 
rehabilitative services is inappropriate. 
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IC 31-34-1-4  
Parent, guardian, or custodian allowing child's participation in obscene performance 

Sec. 4. A child is a child in need of services if before the child becomes eighteen (18) years of age: 
(1) the child's parent, guardian, or custodian allows the child to participate in an obscene 

performance (as defined by IC 35-49-2-2 or IC 35-49-3-2); and 
(2) the child needs care, treatment, or rehabilitation that: 

(A) the child is not receiving; and 
(B) is unlikely to be provided or accepted without the coercive intervention of the 

court. 
 
IC 31-34-1-5 
Parent, guardian, or custodian allowing child to commit sex offense 

Sec. 5. A child is a child in need of services if before the child becomes eighteen (18) years of age: 
(1) the child's parent, guardian, or custodian allows the child to commit a sex offense 

prohibited by IC 35-45-4; and 
(2) the child needs care, treatment, or rehabilitation that: 

(A) the child is not receiving; and 
(B) is unlikely to be provided or accepted without the coercive intervention of the 

court. 
 

IC 31-34-1-6 
Child substantially endangering own or another's health 

Sec. 6. A child is a child in need of services if before the child becomes eighteen (18) years of age: 
(1) the child substantially endangers the child's own health or the health of another 

individual; and 
(2) the child needs care, treatment, or rehabilitation that: 

(A) the child is not receiving; and 
(B) is unlikely to be provided or accepted without the coercive intervention of the 

court. 
 
IC 31-34-1-7 
Parent, guardian, or custodian failing to participate in school disciplinary proceeding 

Sec. 7. A child is a child in need of services if before the child becomes eighteen (18) years of age: 
(1) the child's parent, guardian, or custodian fails to participate in a disciplinary proceeding 

in connection with the student's improper behavior, as provided for by IC 20-33-8-26, if 
the behavior of the student has been repeatedly disruptive in the school; and 

(2) the child needs care, treatment, or rehabilitation that: 
(A) the child is not receiving; and 
(B) is unlikely to be provided or accepted without the coercive intervention of the 

court. 
 
IC 31-34-1-8 
Missing child 

Sec. 8. A child is a child in need of services if before the child becomes eighteen (18) years of age: 
(1) the child is a missing child (as defined in IC 10-13-5-4); and 
(2) the child needs care, treatment, or rehabilitation that: 

(A) the child is not receiving; and 
(B) is unlikely to be provided or accepted without the coercive intervention of the 

court. 
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IC 31-34-1-9 
Disabled child deprived of necessary nutrition or medical or surgical intervention 

Sec. 9. A child in need of services under section 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, or 8 of this chapter includes a child 
with a disability who: 

(1) is deprived of nutrition that is necessary to sustain life; or 
(2) is deprived of medical or surgical intervention that is necessary to remedy or ameliorate 

a life threatening medical condition; if the nutrition or medical or surgical intervention is 
generally provided to similarly situated children with or without disabilities. 

 
IC 31-34-1-10 
Child born with fetal alcohol syndrome or with controlled substance or legend drug in child's body 

Sec. 10. Except as provided in sections 12 and 13 of this chapter, a child is a child in need of services 
if: 

(1) the child is born with: 
(A) fetal alcohol syndrome; or 
(B) any amount, including a trace amount, of a controlled substance or a legend 

drug in the child's body; and 
(2) the child needs care, treatment, or rehabilitation that: 

(A) the child is not receiving; or 
(B) is unlikely to be provided or accepted without the coercive intervention of the 

court. 
 
IC 31-34-1-11 
Risks or injuries arising from use of alcohol, controlled substance, or legend drug by child's mother 
during pregnancy 

Sec. 11. Except as provided in sections 12 and 13 of this chapter, a child is a child in need of services 
if: 

(1) the child: 
(A) has an injury;  
(B) has abnormal physical or psychological development; or 
(C) is at a substantial risk of a life threatening condition; that arises or is substantially 

aggravated because the child's mother used alcohol, a controlled substance, or 
a legend drug during pregnancy; and 

(2) the child needs care, treatment, or rehabilitation that: 
(A) the child is not receiving; or 
(B) is unlikely to be provided or accepted without the coercive intervention of the 

court. 
 
IC 31-34-1-12 
Exception for mother's good faith use of legend drug according to prescription 

Sec. 12. A child is not a child in need of services under section 10 or 11 of this chapter if: 
(1) a drug detected in the body of the child under section 10(1) of this chapter or the 

condition described in section 11(1) of this chapter was caused by a legend drug; and 
(2) during pregnancy the child's mother: 

(A) possessed a valid prescription for the legend drug; 
(B) was not in violation of IC 16-42-19 (the Indiana legend drug act); and 
(C) made a good faith attempt to use the legend drug according to the prescription 

instructions. 
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IC 31-34-1-13 
Exception for mother's good faith use of controlled substance according to prescription 

Sec. 13. A child is not a child in need of services under section 10 or 11 of this chapter if: 
(1) a drug detected in the body of the child under section 10(1) of this chapter or the 

condition described in section 11(1) of this chapter was caused by a controlled substance; 
and 

(2) during pregnancy the child's mother: 
(A) possessed a valid prescription for the controlled substance; and 
(B) made a good faith attempt to use the controlled substance according to the 

prescription instructions. 
 
IC 31-34-1-14 
Exception for failure of parent, guardian, or custodian to provide medical treatment because of religious 
beliefs; rebuttable presumption; effect of presumption 

Sec. 14. If a parent, guardian, or custodian fails to provide specific medical treatment for a child because 
of the legitimate and genuine practice of the religious beliefs of the parent, guardian, or custodian, a 
rebuttable presumption arises that the child is not a child in need of services because of the failure. 
However, this presumption does not do any of the following: 

(1) Prevent a juvenile court from ordering, when the health of a child requires, medical 
services from a physician licensed to practice medicine in Indiana. 

(2) Apply to situations in which the life or health of a child is in serious danger. 
 
IC 31-34-1-15 
Effect of chapter on use of corporal punishment or religious practices 

Sec. 15. This chapter does not do any of the following: 
(1) Limit the right of a parent, guardian, or custodian of a child to use reasonable corporal 

punishment when disciplining the child. 
(2) Limit the lawful practice or teaching of religious beliefs. 

 

 
NOTE from the above Indiana Statutes: 
 

1. Religious Beliefs/Provision of Medical Treatment:   
 
When a parent/guardian/custodian fails to provide specific medical treatment for a child because 
of the legitimate and genuine practice of the parent/guardian/custodian's religious beliefs, a 
refutable presumption arises that the child is not a child in need of services because of such failure. 
However, this presumption does not prevent a juvenile court from ordering, when the health of 
the child requires, medical services from a physician licensed to practice medicine in Indiana. The 
presumption does not apply to situations in which the life or health of a child is in serious danger. 
 

2. Use of Corporal Punishment:   
 
Nothing in the Juvenile Code limits the right of a person to use reasonable corporal punishment 
when disciplining a child if the person is the parent/guardian/custodian of the child. In addition, 
nothing in the above statutes limits the lawful practice or teaching of religious beliefs. 

 
rmw\ R:\++LAFAYETTE\Faith Baptist\Counseling\Faith Baptist Church and Faith Ministries.Adults Minors Protection Policy.doc 
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Tips for Detecting and Preventing Child Abuse 
 
The following information is from the website entitled “Prevent Child Abuse Indiana:  A Division of The 
Villages.  A Chartered State Chapter of Prevent Child Abuse America” found at  
www.pcain.org/index.asp.  
 
The phone number for Tippecanoe County Child Protective Services is 765-429-5100. 
 
Reporting Suspected Child Abuse and Neglect  
Suspected child abuse or neglect should be reported to Child Protective Services (CPS).  They operate a 
24-hour, 7-day a week hotline: 1-800-800-5556.  There is also a local number for every county if you 
are unable to get through.  Check your phone book or call Prevent Child Abuse Indiana at (317) 542-
7002 to get your local CPS number.  You may also contact your local law enforcement agency to report 
abuse or neglect.   
 
Remember, Indiana law requires the reporting of suspected child abuse and neglect. Callers can remain 
anonymous and are immune from all civil and criminal liability, provided they have made the report in 
good faith.  
 
When you call CPS, it is important that you have all of the identifying information in front of you: name, 
age of each child, address, phone number.  You may call without this information, but it helps CPS 
quickly investigate.  When you are describing a situation, remain calm and maintain a "factual" manner 
with dates, eyewitness observations and direct conversations.  Biased language is often a "red flag" for a 
CPS report, which is why it is important to keep your report factual.  
 
Frequently Asked Questions about Reporting Child Abuse and Neglect  
 

What information do I have to give to CPS?  
Generally, reports that are made with the following information are well received:  
 Exact name, address and telephone number of the parent, guardian or custodian.  
 Exact description of what you saw or what the child said to you.  
 If you have suspected abuse and kept a log of behaviors that have concerned you, have the 

log available when you call.  
 Be professional and courteous.  
 The more specific your information and the details you provide, the easier it is for the person 

taking the report to assess the situation quickly.  
 

Do I have to investigate to provide all this information to CPS when I report?  
No. You are not legally responsible for deciding if the report actually happened.  Provide as much 
information as you can, but do not interview or confront the alleged abuser.  By doing that, you 
may actually put the child in greater danger.  You may also give the abuser time to coerce the child 
into telling a different story or to leave the area to avoid investigation.  
 
How soon will a report be investigated?  
If there is reason to believe that a child is in imminent danger of serious bodily harm, a report will 
be investigated within one hour.  In other cases of abuse, the report will be investigated within 24 
hours.  Reports of neglect are investigated within five days.  
 
Why are so many cases "unsubstantiated?"  
A case may be classified as "unsubstantiated" for a variety of reasons:  There might not have been 
enough information about the identity of the family.  The caseworker may not have found evidence 

http://www.pcain.org/index.asp
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to support taking action.  The caseworker may have determined that the child was not seriously 
endangered and that a minimum level of care was being met in the home.  In some instances, 
services were provided to the family, but no court action was taken.  
 
Sometimes, if you are sure that there has been abuse or neglect, you may have to report more than 
once.  With multiple reports, a case history is established for future investigations.  Click here for 
your local CPS phone number.  
 
Learn more about CPS at the Indiana Family and Social Services Web site. 

 
 
Child Abuse Laws in Indiana 

Juvenile Code:  
 Encourages effective reporting of suspected or known incidents of child abuse or neglect  
 Provides each county with an effective child protection services  
 Provides children and families with rehabilitative services  
 Establishes a centralized statewide child abuse registry and an automated child protection 

system 
 

Definitions:  
Child abuse or neglect refers to a child who is alleged to be in need of services (CHINS).   The 
complete text of the CHINS law.  
 
IC 31-34-1 A child is in need of services if before the child's 18th birthday:  
 The child's physical or mental health condition is seriously impaired or seriously endangered 

as a result of the inability, refusal, or neglect of the child's parent/guardian/ custodian to 
supply the child with necessary food, clothing, shelter, medical care, education, or 
supervision  

 The child's physical or mental health is seriously endangered due to injury by the act or 
omission of the child's parent/guardian/custodian. An omission is an occurrence in which the 
parent/guardian/custodian allowed that person's child to receive an injury the 
parent/guardian/custodian had a reasonable opportunity to prevent or mitigate  

 The child is the victim of a sex offense under the criminal citations incorporated into the 
CHINS definition  

 The child's parent/guardian/custodian allows the child to participate in an obscene 
performance  

 The child's parent/guardian/custodian allows the child to commit a sex offense and needs 
care, treatment, or rehabilitation that the child is not currently receiving and that is unlikely to 
be provided or accepted without the coercive intervention of the court.  
 
This definition includes a child with a disability that is deprived of:  

 nutrition necessary to sustain life 
 medical or surgical intervention necessary to remedy or ameliorate a life threatening 

medical condition if the nutrition or medical or surgical intervention is generally 
provided to similarly situated children with or without disabilities 

 
Religious Beliefs/Provision of Medical Treatment:  
When a parent/guardian/custodian fails to provide specific medical treatment for a child because of 
the legitimate and genuine practice of the parent/guardian/custodian's religious beliefs, a refutable 
presumption arises that the child is not a child in need of services because of such failure.  
However, this presumption does not prevent a juvenile court from ordering, when the health of the 

http://www.ai.org/fssa/index.html
http://www.ai.org/legislative/ic/code/title31/ar34/ch1.html
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child requires, medical services from a physician licensed to practice medicine in Indiana. The 
presumption does not apply to situations in which the life or health of a child is in serious danger.  
 
Use of Corporal Punishment:  
Nothing in the Juvenile Code limits the right of a person to use reasonable corporal punishment 
when disciplining a child if the person is the parent/guardian/custodian of the child.  In addition, 
nothing in this chapter limits the lawful practice or teaching of religious beliefs.  
 
Reporting:  
Any individual who has reason to believe that a child is a victim of child abuse or neglect must 
make a report. In agencies in which there are established reporting protocols, the report may be 
made to the individual in charge or another designated agent, who also becomes responsible to 
report or cause a report to be made. This does not relieve individuals who make a report to another 
staff person of their own obligation to report directly to child protection services or law enforcement 
unless a report has already been made by the agency liaison. Anonymous reports are accepted. 
Failure to make a report can be a Class B misdemeanor.  
 
The complete text of the mandatory reporting law. (IC31-33-5-1).  The complete text of the failing to 
report law.(IC31-33-22-1).  The complete text of the false reporting law. (IC31-33-22-3)  
 
Immunity from liability:  
Any person, other than the accused, who reports child abuse or neglect or is involved in the 
investigation or disposition of child abuse or neglect reports is immune from criminal or civil 
liability, unless the person acted maliciously or in bad faith.  
 
The complete text of the immunity from liability law. (IC31-33-6-1)  
 
Confidentiality:  
All reports made to CPS are confidential and will only be released to CPS workers, police, 
prosecutors, doctors, or other authorized personnel.  
 
The complete text of the confidentiality law. (IC31-33-18-4)  

 
Child Protection Services:  
Each County Office of Family and Children must establish a CPS, which will be the primary agency 
responsible to receive, investigate or arrange for investigation, and coordinate the investigation of all 
reports of known or suspected child abuse or neglect. CPS must:  
 Provide protective services to prevent a child's exposure to further incidents of child abuse or 

neglect. CPS must provide or arrange for, coordinate, and monitor the provision of services to 
ensure the safety of children. Reasonable efforts must be made to prevent a child's removal from 
the home  

 Cooperate with and seek and receive cooperation of appropriate public and private agencies and 
programs providing services related to prevention, identification or treatment of child abuse or 
neglect  

 
Source:  Indiana Code, Juvenile and Family Law Duwel, P.L. Community Child Protection Teams: A 
Manual for Team Members. Indiana Chapter Prevention of Child Abuse and Indiana Family and Social 
Services Administration. (11/97)  

http://www.ai.org/legislative/ic/code/title31/ar33/ch5.html#IC31-33-5-1
http://www.ai.org/legislative/ic/code/title31/ar33/ch22.html#IC31-33-22-1
http://www.ai.org/legislative/ic/code/title31/ar33/ch22.html#IC31-33-22-1
http://www.ai.org/legislative/ic/code/title31/ar33/ch22.html#IC31-33-22-3
http://www.ai.org/legislative/ic/code/title31/ar33/ch6.html#IC31-33-6-1
http://www.ai.org/legislative/ic/code/title31/ar33/ch18.html#IC31-33-18-4

