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Fire Truck Finds New Purpose in Whitewater Rafting 
Industry 

  
FAYETTEVILLE, W. Va.,Oct. 7, 2016 – When Gary Metzbower retired as deputy 
chief after a 32-year career with the Baltimore Fire Department and moved 
to Fayetteville, W.Va. in 2015, he did not expect to end up driving a fire 
truck again. But due to some innovative thinking by Gary and his colleagues, 
that’s exactly what has happened. With a twist. 
  
Over the years Metzbower had often rafted the New and Gauley Rivers with 
Adventures on the Gorge –sometimes twice each year – and had grown to love 
the area. He and his girlfriend Julie Snyder, an instructor at the Baltimore 
City Fire-Rescue Academy, moved there in 2014 and after settling in found 
themselves talking with Krista Shumaker from the adventure resort, which 
offers an array of adventures including whitewater rafting, rock climbing and 
kayaking. Shumaker said that AOTG was always on the lookout for good 
people, and she suggested they apply. 
  



 

 
Local dignitaries and several visiting 
firefighters dedicated the truck. 
  

 
Rafting on the New and Gauley Rivers 
is some of the best in the world. 
  
 

 

Within a week Metzbower and Snyder were working at AOTG, Metzbower’s 
commercial driver’s license serving him well as equipment truck driver and 
Snyder in the resort’s retail department. Metzbower frequently found himself 
driving the company’s gear truck loaded with rafts to the whitewater rafting 
put-ins and then meeting rafters at the take-outs to haul the rafts back to 
the resort. 
  
With the truck he was driving approaching the end of its useful life, 
Metzbower suggested to AOTG management that with a little work a used fire 
truck would be a great equipment vehicle. 
  
“I knew that fire trucks are typically meticulously maintained and that they 
provided a great combination of safety, room and capability of carrying the 
equipment,” he said. “I made the suggestion to my boss, and the next thing I 
know Hart (CEO Dave Hartvigsen) is asking me questions and telling me he 
wants to include it in the next budget.” 
  
With Metzbower’s suggestion in mind and Internet searches confirming that 
there were indeed such fire trucks available, the company included funds to 
purchase and outfit a truck in its 2016 budget. This summer, a 1995 Quality 
fire truck with a Spartan cab that had served the Temple, Texas Fire 
Department for many years turned up for sale in College Station, Texas. With 
62,000 miles and a price tag of $9,000, the truck was determined a good 
purchase. 
  
Once the truck arrived, AOTG’s maintenance crew removed the 75-foot 
ladder, turntable and outrigger. They added equipment to inflate rafts, a 
storage box for oar frames, ramps to allow for easier loading and unloading 
and a power reel with a 500-foot cord. 
  
The most noticeable change was the paint job. Originally white over red, the 
truck is now predominantly blue and orange, brilliantly branded in AOTG’s 
primary corporate colors. 
  
The total cost for the truck, including the purchase price and modifications, 
was $28,000. 
  
In the old days of the whitewater business, guides and support staff were 
often riding openly in th back of a pickup or gear truck. That’s different now. 
Features of the new truck that did not change included the passenger seats 
and the storage compartments. Up to six people can ride in the truck in their 
own seats with safety belts. Existing storage compartments now hold 
helmets, flotation vests, paddles, oars and rafting frames. The company 
mostly leads guests down the river these days in paddle boats, with eight 
guests and a guide. These boats are frameless versus the equipment used 
when a guide takes an oar boat and frame. The truck bed will easily hold up 
to 75 uninflated rafts, with the rafts weighing from 105 to 195 pounds each. 
  
The truck was put into service recently with Metzbower as its primary driver. 
  
Rafting Seasons  
Starting in April guides take rafters down the New River where AOTG offers 
adventures for thrill-seekers and novices and everyone in between. Snowmelt 
and seasonal rains at the headwaters of the New River result in big water 
early in the season with huge waves, complex currents and Class V rapids. As 
the summer progresses, water levels generally ease a bit until fall, depending 
upon rainfall. 
  
During “Gauley Season” the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers releases water from 
Summersville Lake on weekends in September and October. The result is the 
best whitewater rafting in the world with some 100 rapids – including nine 
Class V rapids – over a 25-mile stretch of the Gauley River. 
  



Rafters will take on the Gauley in segments called the Upper and Lower 
Gauley. The first half is the Upper Gauley and features the biggest waves 
while the Lower Gauley is slightly less gnarly, but still world-class. Rafters 
often raft in successive days, and some choose the Lower Gauley as a first-
day warmup. Some choose to raft the Marathon (all 25 miles in one day) 
while other choose the Double Upper Gauley (the same stretch twice in one 
day). 
  
On Summersville Lake “release” days the truck will be loaded and Metzbower 
will head to the put-in just below Summersville Dam where the crew will 
begin inflating rafts and seeing off busloads of adventure seekers. 
  
After the rafts are inflated and the rafters have shoved off, the truck then 
makes it way to collect rafts at the takeout points. Rafters board buses and 
return to the AOTG campus where food, drink, music and accommodations 
await. Once back at the resort, the company’s video boaters work their 
magic and produce an 18-20 minute video of each trip, shot in high 
definition, which is then played in the company’s restaurants for the rafters 
to enjoy. While rafters are typically raucously watching their videos, 
Metzbower returns the equipment, and crews store everything for the night. 
  
On a typical day, the truck will travel around 60 miles, including stretches up 
to seven miles on dirt roads. Occasionally Metzbower will pick up rafts at 
both takeout points, and the day’s mileage total will be 88. 
  
Dedication Ceremony 
The truck was officially dedicated Sept. 26, and AOTG took the opportunity 
to honor Brian Jennings, one of its long-time and popular guides who died in 
2014 after a short battle with cancer. Participants toasted Jennings with his 
favorite drink. 
  
“Brian would have gotten such a charge from the conversion of this fire truck 
into an equipment hauler,” said Dave Arnold, co-founder of Adventures on 
the Gorge. “Our company is comprised of many creative free spirits, and the 
unusual little things just seem to strike the right notes with them. Our guests 
respond just as positively with this new truck turning heads every time it 
rumbles by.” 
  
Attending the dedication was a special group of firefighters from Baltimore. 
As a battalion chief before being appointed deputy chief, Metzbower would 
often eat dinner with crews at two firehouses. Around two months ago one of 
his former firefighters sent Metzbower a text with a picture of a steak fresh 
off the grill with a “wish you were here” note. 
  
Metzbower responded with an invitation for the firefighters to visit him and 
go whitewater rafting. A short time later Metzbower received a call that 24 
firefighters would be taking him up on his invitation in late September. The 
dedication ceremony was attended by most of the AOTG staff, 24 members of 
the Baltimore City Fire Department and various guests, including several 
firefighters from Columbus, Ohio who were in rafting with AOTG by 
coincidence. 
  
*** 
  
About Adventures on the Gorge 
Adventures on the Gorge is an adventure resort located on more than 1,000 
acres along the rim of New River Gorge near Fayetteville, W.Va.  
  
The resort provides an array of outdoor experiences including whitewater 
rafting on the New and Gauley Rivers; aerial adventures including two zip 
lines, the world’s highest Bridgewalk and an aerial adventure park; rock 
climbing; rappelling; kayaking, stand up paddleboarding, fishing, mountain 
biking and hiking. The resort also features a variety of accommodations 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=13440961&msgid=323467&act=3SPQ&c=1378153&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.adventuresonthegorge.com


including cabins, camp sites, luxury homes, a resort pool, restaurants and 
shops.  
  
Travelers can find out more about Adventures on the Gorge online, calling 1-
855-379-8738, connecting on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Google+, 
TripAdvisor, YouTube, and Vimeo and signing up for AOTG e-newsletter. 
  
Media contact: 
Mesereau Travel Public Relations 
1-970-286-2751 
mona@mesereaupr.com 
tom@mesereaupr.com 
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