
   

 

 
Water levels have returned to normal 
on West Virginia's New River. 
  

 
Visitors are encouraged to support the 
state's tourism industry. 
  

 
The New River Gorge Bridge is one of 
the most recognizable structures in 
the state. 
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Adventures on the Gorge Fully Operational; Resort 
Suggests Four Ways to Support Flood Victims 

  
NEW RIVER GORGE, W.Va., July 2, 2016 – Now that West Virginia river flows 
have returned to normal, tourism operations like Adventures on the 
Gorge(AOTG) are fully operational and are encouraging vacationers to visit 
the state to help its residents and communities who are working to recover as 
well. 
  
Adventures on the Gorge and other tourism entities are urging residents of 
West Virginia and travelers alike to support those victims in four tangible 
ways. 
  
What You Can Do 
1.    Above all, visit the state and experience its many features and 
attractions. The State of West Virginia’s tourism office features an array of 
information about the state’s diverse landscapes and destinations and the 
many wild and wonderful options for recreation.  
  
“The people of West Virginia are strong and resilient and will recover,” said 
Dave Hartvigsen, president and CEO of AOTG. “Tourism is a vital industry 
here, and it is the livelihood for many in the region, so the most important 
thing people outside of the region can do to help is to come to Southern West 
Virginia to enjoy its activities, stay in its campgrounds and hotels and eat in 
its restaurants.” 
  
2.    Those who cannot visit can donate, and many options exist. With its 
experience and infrastructure, the American Red Cross is always a good 
option. 
  
3.    Numerous funds have been created and various agencies are 
administering aid to affected residents. AOTG has endorsed a Go Fund Me 
initiative created by West Virginia native and country music star Brad 
Paisleywho donated $100,000. 
  
4.    Another option is the Neighbors Loving Neighbors campaign, created by 
the venerable Greenbrier Resort  prior to the flood with the intention of 
collecting food and funds during its Professional Golfers’ Association (PGA) 
tournament – The Greenbrier Classic. The tournament, scheduled for next 
week, has been canceled. The campaign continues, though, and is now 
focused on helping those in West Virginia who are without clothing, food or 
shelter. Many legendary golfers and other athletes have offered assistance, 
including Phil Mickelson, Charles Barkley, Bubba Watson and Lee Trevino. 
  
“West Virginia feels like the world’s biggest small town, and that becomes 
readily apparent after a devastating crisis like last week’s flooding,” said 
Dave Arnold, senior vice president for Adventures on the Gorge. “Over the 
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course of the past week we have seen countless examples of neighbors 
opening their homes and communities rallying to help those who lost their 
houses and possessions.” 
  
Adventures on the Gorge Update 
Adventures on the Gorge is a leading resort offering activities on the New and 
Gauley Rivers as well as Summersville Lake. Some of the hardest areas hit 
were those located on the Greenbrier and Meadow Rivers which feed into the 
larger New and Gauley Rivers. 
  
Even as the floodwaters were raging, Hartvigsen saw heroes in action, 
particularly among AOTG staffers, whose expertise as whitewater rafting 
guides enabled them to effectively engage in swift-water rescues of residents 
and pets throughout the region. 
  
The Floods of June 23 
The weather forecast for Thursday, June 23 called for rain, but nobody 
predicted up to 10 inches would eventually fall and create the flash flooding 
that quickly overcame creeks, rivers and other drainages throughout Southern 
West Virginia. Arnold, who has been a rafting outfitter in the town of 
Fayetteville for 40 years, had never seen such high rainfall and subsequent 
river flows as occurred over the course of that weekend. 
  
River flows are measured by cubic feet per second (cfs), and levels for the 
Kanawha River which is formed when the New and Gauley Rivers merge was 
measured at 7,000 cfs on June 22. That level quickly jumped to 10,500 cfs as 
the rains fell June 23 and surged dramatically throughout the day, topping 
out at 160,000 cfs at 4 a.m. June 24. 
  
“A basketball fits nicely into a cubic foot box so imagine 160,000 basketballs 
per second going by,” said Arnold. “You can also look at it as approximately 
10 million pounds of water rushing by every second.” 
  
While the power of Mother Nature is breathtaking, the people of West 
Virginia possess the collective fortitude and strength often found in large, 
close families, said Arnold. 
  
*** 
  
About Adventures on the Gorge 
Adventures on the Gorge is an adventure resort located on more than 1,000 
acres along the rim of New River Gorge near Fayetteville, W.Va. The resort 
is in a region with three national parks units. 
  
The resort provides an array of outdoor experiences including whitewater 
rafting on the New and Gauley Rivers; aerial adventures including two zip 
lines, the world’s highest Bridgewalk and an aerial adventure park; rock 
climbing; rappelling; kayaking, stand up paddleboarding, fishing, mountain 
biking and hiking. The resort also features a variety of accommodations, 
restaurants and shops.  
  
Travelers can find out more about Adventures on the Gorge online, calling 1-
855-379-8738, connecting 
on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Google+, TripAdvisor, YouTube, 
and Vimeo and signing up for AOTG e-newsletter. 
  
Media contact: 
Mesereau Travel Public Relations 
1-970-286-2751 
mona@mesereaupr.com 
tom@mesereaupr.com 
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