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UNIVERSITY PLACE—WHAT NEXT?

February/March 2014
is to further refine alternatives through the winter
and to select a preferred development alternative in
the spring.
Neighbors attending the event could fill out
comment forms about use of the property. Those
who did not attend may send questions and
comments to Rani Boyle, PSU Associate Campus
Planner, at iboyle@pdx.edu.
Joan Johnson

Run for the Board
photo by John McNeur
The future of University Place was the focus of two
open houses held at the hotel on Thurs, Jan 23,
sponsored by Portland State University, owner of
the four-acre property, and TriMet.
The Director of Planning at PSU explained that
student enrollment has been flat in recent years and
that the university’s expansion plans have been cut
back. This, plus TriMet’s interest in encouraging
use of the new MAX line, led to a study of best use
of this valuable property.
Three possible scenarios were shown that included
not only the University Place property but also
several pieces of real estate along and above 4th
Ave. All proposals featured mixed uses and higher
density that will certainly have an impact on
American Plaza.
Several AP residents requested that the Lawrence
Halprin open space sequence be continued in any
development plans. Another concern was that
zoning might be changed to allow higher buildings
than are currently permitted. The goal of the study

Here’s your chance to serve your community and
make a difference. There are three open positions,
all of them for 3-year terms beginning April 2014.
To run, you must be an owner and submit a Board
Candidate Statement and photo. Forms are in the
Info Centers and on the Website.
Deadlines for Receiving Statements:
March 1: To be included in March Tower Talk.
March 15: To be included in the Annual Meeting
Packet to be mailed to owners in mid-March.
If you decide to run after these deadlines, you may
be nominated from the floor at the Annual Meeting
April 17. All candidates will make short statements
at the Annual Meeting, outlining their ideas and
goals for their service on the Board.
If you have questions, contact Linda Crum:
503.228.8481 / lindacr@easystreet.net

Revised Decs
& Bylaws

Please return your
Proxy by March 1st

PLAZA CALENDAR

TRANSITIONS

February 15—March 15, 2014

*Billie Ullom, active on the Design & Landscape
Committee, has moved to Mary’s Woods.
*Marjorie Kearney moved to assisted living.
*Larry Winthrop, former board member, was quite
a fun guy who rarely missed a social event. He
reached his 90s but passed away recently and will
be missed by many long-time AP residents.
*Nancy Lyford, owner of the 2 ducks in the Lincoln
doorway that changed costumes for the holidays
and seasons, has passed away. Those of us who
enjoyed the ducks are especially saddened.

APTCA Meetings

Board: Feb 20, Board Room 7:00
Spec. Board MTG: Feb 27, Board Room 7:00
Comms: Feb 24, Lincoln Lounge 7:00
Exercise: March 5, Time & Place TBA
Landscape: March 4, Lincoln Lounge 5:00
Operations: Feb 26, Lincoln Lounge 7:00

Social & Special Events

REMINDERS!

Closet Crafters: Mar 8, Lincoln Lounge, 1:00 pm
Happy Hour: Fridays / Lincoln Lounge / 5 to 7 pm
“Exercise & Aging”: March 5 / Board Room / 7:00

The Decs & Bylaws Committee extends a “thank
you” to those owners who have voted so far on the
restated documents. Although the deadline is
March 1, they are grateful for earlier voters. If you
have questions about the new documents, please
contact Joan Johnson or any other Board member,
who can help research your issue. If you haven’t
voted yet, PLEASE RETURN YOUR PROXY NOW.
We recommend that you drop it in the MSI mail
slot in your Tower’s mail lobby. Due to a recent
rate increase, an extra 3 cents in postage must to
added if you send it via the USPS.

Fitness Classes
Tai Chi: Self Directed
Mon: 6:15 to 6:45 pm, Board Room
Tai Chi: Moving for Better Balance
Mon & Tues: 7:00 to 8:00 pm, Board Room
Yoga: Tues & Thurs, 8:30 am, Board Room
Water Exercise: Sivers Pool
Tues & Thurs at 6:15 pm. Sunday at 8:15 am.

Zumba: Thursdays, 10:15 am, Board Room

Battery warning: It is important to tape up the
ends of worn out batteries before disposal. Some
readers may remember a TT article about a truck
carrying old batteries that burst into flames. To
make sure this doesn’t happen in our garbage
rooms, please put a long piece of tape, end to end,
on all batteries being recycled.

Move-Ins: Lincoln—Megan Beyer
Grant—Ann Ulum & Robert Nickerson
Move-Out: Madison—Billie Ullom

Tower Talk is a publication of the American Plaza
Towers Condominium Association, Portland, OR.
Editor (Content): Carol Wallace
503-274-9035 cwallace66@aol.com
Submit copy to Carol by the 5th of each month.
Asst. Editor (Ads, Formatting & Printing):
Matt McCloud: pacificeditor@gmail.com
Distribution: Candy King, Pat Young, Dwight Wallace

Mailboxes in the information centers: It pays to
make a regular visit to your information center not
just to read the posted information but also to make
sure you don’t have something in your own
mailbox. Residents often use them to pass along
information to one another, MSI shares
miscellaneous information this way at times, and
the postal service may put excess mail there.
Insurance letters: Recently, all owners were
mailed the revised AP insurance document, which
changed water damage and earthquake coverage.
Owners are advised to share this document with
their own insurance company in case more private
insurance of the unit is needed or desired.

APTCA Website: americanplazatowers.org
Webmasters:
Charlie Landis: chasland@gmail.com
Ken Tyrrell: kentyrr@gmail.com
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JANUARY BOARD MEETING NOTE

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

Jack Shields: Man of the Arts

Competitive Bidding Policy: The Board adopted a
policy to put any projects over $10,000 out for
competitive bids.
Doggie Don’ts: Based upon recent complaints, the
management has been asked to watch more closely
for residents taking dogs in the lobbies or allowing
them to use planters for elimination instead of grass
areas. Residents are encouraged to submit concern
forms and/or notify security when such rule
violations are observed.
Generosity Appreciated: APTCA residents
contributed $6,810 to the employee holiday fund for
2013. Thank you!
Insurance: The insurance letter for 2014 has been
mailed to all residents and posted on the web site.
Management Contract Review: The Property
Management Evaluation Team will be reporting to
the Board their list of candidates and a draft RFP for
review in February.
Project updates:
 Concrete spall repairs, balcony rail repairs, and
gutter replacements will likely continue into late
February or March.
 A task force has been established that will
conduct interviews with the prospective
engineers during February for the Lincoln/Grant
Water Supply Pipe project.
Reserve Study: MSI will have the Reserve Study
update completed by the end of January.
Next Board Meeting: February 20, 2014 at 7:00 pm,
in Sivers Center Board Room.
Submitted by Ken Tyrrell, Secretary

Tower Talk regrets two errors on the front page of
the last issue. Water aerobics meets on Tues & Thr (not
Wed) at 6:15 pm. Also, unlike the Lincoln Health
Club, which is open 24 hours, the Sivers exercise room
is open only from 5 am to midnight.
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You may recall a recent Tower
Talk article about Jack and his
electric car and assumed he is a
“car buff,” but his business card
says otherwise: Actor - over 130
roles, Director - over 140
productions, Educator - over 30
years, Dean - Emeritus.
Jack is a local boy whose father rose to the position
of Portland’s Chief of the Detective Division in the
1950s. In 1944, however, his parents decided to
raise their two young sons on a 24-acre farm near
Clackamas instead of the city. He muses that his
early life on a farm gave him a view of life that
encouraged a career in the Acting Arts, realized by
attending Clark College and U of O and receiving
an MA in Theatre Education at PSU.
So now he’s a veteran who has performed in NW
theatre productions ranging from the early Greek
dramatists to Edward Albee and Kaufman & Hart.
As a musical performer, his signature role has been
Tevya in “Fiddler on the Roof.” His numerous
directing credits include educational, community
and professional theatre productions throughout
the Northwest. He has particularly enjoyed various
productions at Cannon Beach with the PSU Players’
Summer Repertoire at the Coaster Theater.
As an educator at Clackamas Community College,
he was the Founding Director of Theatre, Founding
Department Chair of Communications and Theatre
Arts, and Assoc. Dean for the Div. of Arts,
Humanities, and Social Sciences. He became Dean
Emeritus in 1996. Jack retired after 30 years but is
continuing his career in the theatre.
He’s also a self-described “beach bum.” For over 30
years, he owned scenic property on a high cliff at
Falcon Cove Beach. Unfortunately, an underground
stream gradually eroded the foundations of the
buildings and he was forced to tear everything
down. His partner, however, owns a beach house
and he continues to enjoy beach life as much as
possible. He and his partner also share a Grant unit
that Jack inherited from his parents, Byron (Barney)
and Margie Shields, who moved to AP in the mid70s. We’re glad they did!
Carol Wallace

opening up. MSI will have them repaired ASAP.
Stucco falling off balcony surface. Lovett to repair
during ongoing work. Broken or chipped glass
tabletops in lounge will be replaced with plastic.

F AU LTY T OW ER S
INCIDENT REPORTS, (Selected)
Clogged trash compactor twice in Madison and
once in Lincoln: Boxes thrown down the chutes.
Owners warned.
Drinking & property damage in Sivers: Scantily clad
persons drinking in the hot tub. Some damage
resulted. They were asked to leave. One claimed to
be an owner but was not registered. Some guests
were banned. The owner was fined.

Smoke: Resident smelled smoke & asked security to
check. Security found cardboard box on stovetop
and two burners on. Box removed and burners
turned off.
Water Leaks: Water spot in a unit’s ceiling and wall.
Heat pump in unit above was not set in a
condensation pan. The garage has several leaks.
According to engineers, leaks will continue until
more repairs are made.
RESIDENT CONCERNS
Update: In the Jan/Feb issue, MSI reported on a concern
form that the cost of modifying the windows over Sivers
entrance ($800) was put into the 2014 budget. However,
the item was not included in the final budget.

Gutter Drain near Lincoln Pool: Clogged,
maintenance cleaned out.
Hot Tub, Pool & Sauna: Pool, showers and hot tub
were cold. New heater installed. (If not used
recently, it takes a while for showers to warm up.
Hot tub may need to be on for up to 15 minutes for
normal temp.) Sauna was cleaned and disinfected
from urine. Rocks may have to be replaced.

Dogs: Resident would like Board to state that pets
are to be registered and not permitted in lobbies.

Miscellaneous: Locked out – two residents locked
themselves out of units. Security does not have unit
keys and cannot help. Lost & Found – Security is
holding a number of items including keys and a
credit card. Madison lobby alarm beeping. Security
reset. Noise reported, verified, owners notified or
warned. Two transients on APC property were
escorted off. Three bikes have been stolen since
October. Each was locked with a cable that was cut.
Grant foyer door lock failed and owner’s key was
stuck. Door lock repaired on 1/23. Madison &
Lincoln lobby vandalism. Broken lampshade. Two
flowerpots smashed, one upset. Table broken.
Lincoln Lounge heat pump shuts itself off.
Replacement heat pump scheduled to be installed
week of Feb 18. In early January, Sivers pool temp
was low and cool. Air lock found on heating circuit.
Old controls had water at 88-90. New controls are
now set at 86-87 (previously 85 degrees). Three
toilet clogs in shower rooms. Towel rack in Lincoln
Health Club women’s dressing room has been
reattached twice. Sivers Bd Rm carpet seams
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Garage & Storage Unit: Resident concerned about a
reckless & speeding driver. The owner of the
parking space from which the car came has
acknowledged the warning. There were 2 concerns
about difficulty in moving carts to and from Level
3B into elevator as well as into Grant & Madison.
Suggestions made to Board. Remote lock from B2
into Madison working intermittently. Resident
concerned about lack of light in storage unit. MSI
believes there is sufficient lighting, but owner could
pay for brighter light.
Compiled by John Wish

TRIMET OPEN HOUSE
“Bus Service Planning for Light Rail Transit
Project” including down Lincoln Avenue
February 26 / 4:30 to 6:30 pm
CH2M HILL / 2020 SW 4th Ave
Lunch Room, 5th Floor
Presentation: 4:40 pm
Q&A and talk with TM Staff

BENEFITS FROM EXERCISE
We’ve all heard reasons why exercise is good for
everyone. But let’s examine some benefits that
aren’t mentioned as often.
When you join an exercise class or group, you have
an instructor to show you the correct way of doing
that type of exercise, as well as other people who
can help encourage you. Sometimes it’s hard to
socialize or meet new people, but exercise is a good
way to do it.

Winter Walkway, Photo by John McNeur

FRIDAY HAPPY HOUR
Every Friday from 5 to 7 pm, in the newly
refurbished Lincoln Lounge, people gather to
share food and drink. People who show up without
anything are welcome, too! Newcomers and
regulars socialize with their jokes, tales and
concerns, and the room can get a little noisy! What
started as a wine-tasting Friday session more than
10 years ago, became a less formal group of
individuals who just wanted to stop and share some
time and perhaps new information.
At the end of each month, participants bring a
potluck dish or nibbles. Birthdays and anniversaries, as well as other events, are celebrated
with candles and cake. Newcomers get introduced,
and the “oldies” learn about their new neighbors.
It’s always fun, and newcomers in particular can
learn a lot about their new surroundings.
Lynne Hartshorn

If you enjoy walking or hiking, there’s a group for
that activity. It can be hard to find people to
commit to this on a regular basis, but even if you
can go only now and then, you can stretch your
legs, sightsee, and do a little socializing at the same
time. You might see parts of Portland you wouldn’t
have visited on your own. In the water aerobics
class, you learn many different movements to
engage most of your muscles. Since the water holds
you up, there’s little impact, and it’s easier to stretch
and try new movements.
We have a new Tai Chi class that will help you
improve your balance and decrease the risk of falls.
The more you are in tune with your body and the
more you are aware of how you take up space with
your body, the easier it will be to maintain your
balance. It will also help you work on both sides of
your body at the same time.
There is also a self-directed Tai Chi group for those
who are more experienced, a Zumba class that’s
closer to dance than most other exercise, and a yoga
class adapted to older people.
There are also 2 swimming pools and 2 gyms that
aren’t used all that often. Since you’re paying for
these facilities whether or not you use them, why
not give them a try? You might end up having fun
as well as getting your body in shape.
Even if you have injuries, illness or other conditions
that limit your movement, all these activities can be
modified to accommodate you. Don’t let being in
less than great shape keep you from improving
your well-being. For a presentation on exercise,
consider attending the “Exercise and Aging” Talk
March 5 at 7:00 pm in the Board Room.
Shari Ramseur

Daylight Saving Time is coming soon!
On Sunday, March 9th, set your clocks ahead
one hour. It’s also a good idea to check your
smoke and carbon monoxide detectors to
be sure they are okay for another year.

Page 5

Exercise and Aging
Living Younger at Every Age
Wednesday, March 05, 2014
7:00-8:00PM
SIVERS CENTER
Boardroom
Presented by:

Conveniently located at Portland Center Plaza:
1975 SW First Ave, Ste.E Portland, OR 97201
(503) 501.5249 www.ReInventSTC.com
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A MERICAN P
LAZA S PECIALISTS FOR 15 Y EARS
Current Plaza Realty Listings/Sales
#1704 Lincoln - SOLD!!

#1122 Grant – PENDING!!

1868 Sq Ft, 3 Bdrm/2 Bath, Laundry Room
Beautiful wood floors, High Ceilings
Double-sized East Balcony - $444,000

1593 Sq Ft, 2 Bdrm/2 Bath, Laundry Room
$200,000 Complete Remodel in 2010
Granite, Slate, Glass & Marble - $545,000

#602 Lincoln – Active!
1483 Sq Ft, 2 Bdrm/2 Bath, North-End Corner
Wood-type Floors, Double Windows, Heat Pump
2 Tiled Balconies, Nice 2nd Bdrm Built-ins
Tiled Master Shower, Laundry Room - 425,000

Coming on the market in the Spring!!
3 Bdrm Corner Penthouse in Grant Tower
If you are interested or know someone who
who might be, please call for details!

Limited inventory in the Portland Condo market means good opportunity for sellers…
Please call if you would like current market information or for future planning!
Jan Hu ffs tu tter, P rin c ip al Brok er | 503. 515.3344
Jerren e Dah ls trom, Brok er | 503. 890. 7297
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Thinking of Selling Your Condo?
 Highrises Realty has worked with more than 15 million condo buyers.
 We have agents in over 40 cities working with condo buyers relocating to Portland.
 We likely already have buyers for condos in the
American Plaza
Towers.

Stuart Stevens, Broker
503.858.4089
email: sstevens@highrises.com
www.sstevens.highrises.com
Contact Me For A Complimentary Market Analysis.

General Contractor

REMODELING

CUSTOM CABINETRY

TILE & STONE

PAINTING

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS
20 PLUS YEARS EXPERIENCE AT
AMERICAN PLAZA CONDOMINIUMS
REFERENCES AVAILABLE UPON
REQUEST

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
BARRY PAPPENHEIM (503)680-4362
RYAN VERBOUT (503)680-4068
PAPPENHEIMINC@HOTMAIL.COM
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