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CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER
The days have been busy since the
Annual Meeting on April 17th,
when three new Directors were
elected to the Board, and we
started the new “Board Year.”
April 18th saw the election of
officers. May 2nd resulted in the
decision to select NBS Multifamily as our new
property management company, succeeding MultiServices, Inc. after a 30-year run. (Right now, we
are negotiating the contract with NBS, which is why
we can’t say a lot about it yet. We’ll be able to go
into more detail on this soon.) On May 13th, the
Amended and Restated Declarations and Bylaws
were adopted by the ownership, marking another
historic event at APTCA.
At the regular Board meeting of May 15th,
committees, their chairs, and Board liaisons were
announced, and all committees were requested to
revise and report their charters to the Board in time
for the June 19th Board meeting. Additionally, the
Board adopted several Special Rules of Order and
policies to improve the flow of Board meetings, the
readiness of each agenda item for Board
consideration, and the availability of information to
owners and residents ahead of each regular
meeting.
I am so excited as we begin this year with our eyes
on the future at APTCA! There is much work
ahead:
 Transition to the new property management
company
 Adopt new rules and regulations, consistent
with our newly adopted Declarations &
Bylaws
 Refresh our maintenance and reserve plans
 Build a complete Book of Resolutions and
Policy Manual
 Adopt sound fiscal policies and
implementation strategies
 Review nearly every aspect of our
Association to make sure we are doing all
that we should be doing, and doing it well
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One of the key initiatives this year will be the
formation of a Strategic Plan for the Association.
Strategic planning is more than ensuring the
Association will remain financially sound and be
able to maintain its reserves. It’s projecting where
the Association expects to be in five, ten, or fifteen
years—and how it will get there. It is a systematic
planning process involving a number of steps that
identify the current status of the Association,
including its mission, vision for the future,
operating values, needs (strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities, and threats), goals, prioritized actions
and strategies, action plans, and monitoring plans.
Strategic planning is the cornerstone of every
common-interest community. Without it, the
community will never know where it is going—
much less know if it ever got there. The Strategic
Plan will be updated annually. After all, plans do
change. Having a long-range plan, however, will
provide consistency across the years while the
individuals on the Board will come and go, as is
normal in a volunteer organization such as ours. By
making decisions within the context of the “plan,”
we will make better decisions for the long-term, not
just for the present.
I want to remind everyone that it is quite difficult
for the Board to reach out to 337 households on a
regular basis—it took seven months for the Decs &
Bylaws vote!— especially if those people choose not
to attend the Board or committee meetings where
our work is developed and discussed in detail. It is
important that each resident contact a member of
the Board or the appropriate committee member
when there is something you want to communicate.
I can speak only for myself on this, but I want you
to know that I will give you 30 minutes of my time –
all that needs done is to ask, and I will set up an
appointment to give you my whole attention. You
can request a meeting with me on my website
(http://kentyrr.com, by calling (503-642-3678) or
emailing (kentyrr@gmail.com).
Ken Tyrrell

May Board Meeting Notes

PLAZA CALENDAR

To submit an item for a Board meeting Agenda, please
use the Agenda form, which can be found on the APTCA
website. The agenda will be sent one week prior to the
Board meeting date.
University Place Development –Judy Buffo reported that
opportunities for input remain. A decision is expected
July 1. The next zoning meeting will be held Monday,
May 20, 2014, at 1900 SW 4th Ave.
Projects
1. New doggy stations were installed.
2. The gutters/downspouts/concrete spalling project is
nearly finished.
3. Board Chairman Ken Tyrrell will lead a task force to
aid in the transition from MSI to NBS Multi-Family,
then dissolve when the transition is complete.
4. The Lincoln Tower’s generator block is cracked and
must be replaced.
5. Board Training will be coordinated by Director
Kathy Crozier.
6. Annual Pressure Washing will take place this
summer.
7. To improve clarity in future APTCA Board meetings,
non-confidential items of Board Packets will now be
available free on the APTCA website and in print for
$10 to help cover copying costs, regardless of the
number of pages. Also, a mailing charge of $5 applies.
Contact the property manager for a printed copy.
8. The budget process will begin soon for the next fiscal
year. The Finance Task Force will create a form for
requests, and it will be found on the APTCA website.
The next regular Board Meeting will be held June 19,
2014.
Barbara Bousum, Secretary

June 2014

June 9: “Meet the Author”

7:00 pm / Sivers Lounge. See story on page 11.

June 16: Town Hall on Insurance

7:00 pm / Board Room. See pages 8 & 9.

Upcoming Event: 4th of July BBQ
4:00 pm, Sivers Center

Board and Committees
Board:
Budget:
Comms:
Exercise:
Landscape:

June 19, Board Room, 7:00
June 16, Lincoln Lounge 6:30
June 23, Lincoln Lounge 7:00
June 04, Lincoln Lounge 7:00
June 05, Lincoln Lounge 5:00

Closet Crafters: June 14, Lincoln Lounge, 1 to 3
Happy Hour: Fridays / Lincoln Lounge / 5 to 7

Fitness Classes
Tai Chi: Self Directed—Mon. 6:15. Board Room
Tai Chi: Moving for Better Balance
Mon & Tues: 7 pm. Thrs: 10 am. Board Room
Yoga: Tues & Thurs, 8:30 am. Board Room
Strength & Conditioning: Board Room
Wed & Sat 9:00 am.
Water Exercise: Sivers Pool
Tues & Thurs at 6:15 pm. Sunday at 8:15 am.
Move-Ins: Lincoln: Ronald & Regina Fowler. Grant:
Maureen Evans. Madison: Michael & Kitty Mahon.
Move-Out: Madison: Megan Maygra.
Tower Talk is a publication of the American Plaza
Towers Condominium Association, Portland, OR.
Editor (Content): John McNeur
212-860-0430 / jmcneur@gmail.com
rd
Submit copy to John by 23 of previous month
Asst. Editor (Ads, Formatting & Printing):
Matt McCloud / pacificeditor@gmail.com
Distribution: Candy King, Pat Young, Dwight Wallace
APTCA Website: americanplazatowers.org
Submissions to: webmasteramericanplazatowers.org
Webmasters: Charles Landis, John Lambert and Ken
Tyrrell.

2014-15 APTCA Board of Directors
(L to R) 1st Row – Chair - Ken Tyrrell, Secretary Barbara Bousum, Vice-Chair - Ron Till; 2nd Row –
Joan Johnson, Kathy Crozier, Doug Darling, Allison
Leak, Treasurer- John Wish (Absent – Michael Hodge)

Compiled by Barb Fagerstrom
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR:

TOWER TALK SURVEY RESULTS
Thank you to all who responded to the May Tower
Talk survey. We appreciate all of the responses, and
you will see changes over the coming months based
on your input. Here is a snapshot of the survey
responses.
A total of 72 responses (29 online and 43 by paper)
were collected. Of those who responded, 26% read
Tower Talk online, 56% read the print version and
18% read both versions. The great majority read all
of the current feature articles. The most popular
types of new articles included Your HOA Fees at
Work, Important APTCA Issues, Portland News
Affecting Our Community, and Local Cultural and
Restaurant News. Many comments gave kudos to
the Tower Talk volunteer staff, expressed joy at the
recent addition of color to the front and back page,
and the new Faulty Towers format. Some suggested
including a classified section. Three respondents felt
that Tower Talk should only be informational with
no personal interest or pet stories.
We look forward to publishing the next issues of
Tower Talk and hope that in the coming months, we
can continue to increase our online and Facebook
readership.
John McNeur

A SNOWBIRD FLIES NORTH
Can you call a person born
and raised in Southern
Arizona and California a
snowbird when she spends
winters in Portland and
goes south in the summer?
Tracey Corbett moved to
Portland and American
Plaza in August, 2012, from Tucson, Arizona. She
came to join husband Jack who has been in Portland
for eight years, teaching first at Lewis & Clark, now
in the Public Administration program at PSU.
Though she enjoys experiencing life in many parts
of the world, Portland beckoned to Tracey after the
final care for her mother, then breaking her leg!
After weeks in rehab in Tucson, she joined Jack in
his Grant condo. Tracey often swims and finds
swimming an excellent method of rehabilitation
from the broken leg. She recommends the Water
Aerobics classes, held Tuesday, Thursday, and
Sunday in Sivers pool, to anyone who wants to
strengthen muscles without stressing joints.
In her youth, Tracey went off to Mills College in
Oakland. She met her husband in Iran through an
Experiment in International Living program; they
have lived in British Columbia, Boulder, Nashville,
San Marcos (TX) and Palo Alto. Jack and Tracey
still live intermittently in Oaxaca, where Jack takes
PSU students, teaches, and continues his research of
more than 40 years.
Their son is a police officer in southern California; a
daughter, who was born in Mexico, works with the
US Fish & Wildlife Service in the Portland regional
office.

4 of July
th

Picnic & BBQ
4:00 pm—Sivers Center

Tracey has worked at a variety of jobs. At the
University of Arizona, she was assistant editor for a
journal, “Family Medicine.” She also loved working
for the Tohono O’odham Community Action, a nonprofit organization working to revitalize their
ancient desert culture by farming the traditional
foods, promoting basket weaving, and starting a
café that served only traditional foods. (cont. p. 5)

Signup sheets will be placed
in mail lobbies June 20th.
Guests welcome!
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THINK GREEN, OPEN, AND INVITING
SPACES

Tracey was a real estate agent in Arizona. She
enjoys renovating old homes for preservations
purposes. She now enjoys her new home in
Portland with places to walk and enjoy the parks.
You might see Tracey driving her classic 1964 GTO,
enjoying swimming in Sivers pool, or admiring the
skilled laborers building the new Tillicum Crossing
bridge from her front-row seat on the high balcony.
Say hello when you meet Tracey: Her friendly smile
and lively conversation will brighten your day.
Linda Crum

UPDATE ON PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT
At the May 2, 2014 Special Meeting, the Board
interviewed the top three management companies
under consideration to work with APTCA. NBS
Multifamily Management was selected to become
the new property management company by a 7 to 2
vote of the Board. This was a lengthy process,
which began several years ago. A Property
Management Task Force was appointed in
September 2012. The entire Task Force report on the
selection process is available online at the APTCA
website at www.americanplazatowers.org.
The APTCA Board, through the law firm of Barker
Martin, is currently in contract negotiations with
NBS Multifamily, with an anticipated start date of
August 1, 2014. A Board Transition Committee will
work to help make the transition as smooth as
possible. Tower Talk is following the developments
related to the transition. Once the contract is
finalized, more detailed information will be made
publicly available.

Looking for a cool place to read Tower Talk this summer?
Try the heated, outdoor Lincoln Pool.
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Friends of SAGE (South Auditorium Greenway
Environs) seek to honor and extend the challenge of
the Halprin Open Sequence by creating inviting
spaces to promote circulation and accessibility and
say, “Come in.” Places of discovery along the treed
canopy of walkways from the Keller Fountain in the
north to the Lee Kelly Sculpture Park in the south
are the hallmarks of our neighborhood. They are a
unique Portland approach to urban livability.
Strategies to support these qualities include:
 Enhance the Lee Kelly Sculpture Park,
the south terminus of the Halprin
Sequence.
 Maintain existing old tree canopy.
 Build underground parking.
 Ensure LEED certification of buildings
and neighborhood design.
 Promote “Green, eco-roof” design to
reduce heat generation and enhance air
quality.
 Design new spaces to enhance existing
spaces on adjacent properties –
specifically, new space should be
contiguous with existing spaces of the
APTCA Plaza, 2nd and 3rd Ave.
walkways and Lee Kelly Sculpture Park.
(Maintain offsets from greenways to
offer a pleasing aesthetic and enhance
existing green space.)
 Extend 2nd and 3rd Ave. Greenways to the
planned “Green Loop” on the south.
 Preserve view lines east and west to
maximize the benefit to the entire
neighborhood.
 Avoid casting shadows onto the
American Plaza outdoor pool.
A PLACE FOR LIFE-LONG LEARNING
This multigenerational educated residential
neighborhood seeks opportunities and facilities for
life-long learning, including classrooms, art studios,
conference space, and an auditorium for lectures,
dance, music, and film. “Senior College” lectures
and programs would be welcome. (Cont. p. 6)

MAINTAIN EXISTING NEIGHBORHOOD
INTEGRITY
The number one priority, along with maintaining
the legacy of Halprin’s vision for South Auditorium
Greenway Environs, is to protect the integrity of
our neighborhood. Characteristics that will enhance
the integrity of our neighborhood include:

A PLACE FOR STABLE LONG-TERM HOME
OWNERSHIP
Build upon existing owner-occupied residences to
enhance stability and desirability of the South
Auditorium neighborhood. Market rate high-rise
owner-occupied housing is recommended.
A PLACE FOR VISITORS TO STAY
Provide a boutique hotel with meeting space to host
the many guests who visit American Plaza, PSU,
other neighborhood schools, the performing arts
venues of Portland, and local businesses.
A PLACE TO EAT & ENTERTAIN
A neighborhood restaurant and coffee shop is
desired as a casual “meeting place.”
A PLACE TO WORK
Many neighborhood residents maintain small
offices, including writers, philanthropists,
professionals, and consultants. An office/condo
complex with shared business support (e.g.,
receptionist, bookkeeper, computer, and printing
services) would be welcomed.
A PLACE THAT CARES FOR OUR CHILDREN,
GRANDCHILDREN, AND ELDERS
Services supporting social needs of neighborhood
residents, including daycare, a senior center, respite
care, a children’s playground, and a fee-supported
dog park would be welcomed.
A PLACE TO SHOP
There is a need for a drugstore or variety, a
hardware store, and an open market for fresh fruit,
vegetables, and flowers. A neighborhood grocery
store was requested by many of the participants,
though may be impractical for this immediate site.
A PLACE TO BE WELL
Health related services (satellite outpatient clinics,
urgent care, and ancillary services). Spa and
complementary modalities of healing are also viable
options.
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 Pedestrian friendliness, with dedicated
bike and walking paths, that is consistent
with the existing greenway corridors and
spaces.
 High-density development must
continue to provide participants with
connections to the surrounding natural
environment—hills, mountains, water,
and green canopies.
 Placement of high density development
location: lower buildings closer to the
greenway and American Plaza while
moving higher buildings to the 4th Ave.
commercial corridor and exit ramp of I
405.
 In the interest of healthy greenway
environs, rodent control, and aesthetics,
the placement of dumpsters, and access
routes for service vehicles should be
located away from the shared greenway
and closer to the freeway and 4th avenue.
American Plaza residents and the South
Auditorium neighborhood do not identify with
being a “transit mall.” We may benefit from a Max
station, but we are not to be defined by that station.
We are a community, a neighborhood, a hub of
citizens, with more diverse and active vitality than a
bus or light rail stop. As one honored Portland
citizen and American Plaza owner, Elsa Porter,
stated, “We are a village of educated people and their
occupational workplaces.” Development decisions will
impact the quality, livability, and future of our
neighborhood. New development is an opportunity
to enhance further our already remarkable and
established neighborhood. We are committed to
constructive partnerships to ensure that the South
Auditorium Greenway Environs remains the preeminent and desired place to live, work and stay in
Portland.
Judy Buffo

COMMITTEE REORGANIZATION

CREATING A BALCONY HUMMINGBIRD
GARDEN

Board Chair Ken Tyrrell has announced a major
reorganization of APTCA’s Committees and work
groups. Task Forces (to be appointed by the Board
Chair) will play a more dominant role, carrying out
specific projects as needed. Three new Committees
have been created, and two former ones have been
revived. Here’s an overview:
Continuing as Committees
Budget & Finance—Ron Till
Communications—John McNeur
Exercise—Bob Crumpacker
Landscape—Gary Hartshorn / Nancy Dowdy
Design and Operations Committees—Work formerly
done by these two groups will now be assigned to
Task Forces.
Social & Welcome Committee is now a Task Force.
Revived Committees
Appeals—Chair TBA.
Education (formerly Board Development)—Kathy
Crozier
New Committees
Agenda—Ken Tyrrell
Remodel Review—Barbara Bousum
Strategic Planning—Ken Tyrrell
Task Forces
Breezeway Lighting Replacement—Michael Hodge
Drain/Waste Pipe Mapping & Maintenance
Schedule—Joanne Jenne
Lincoln/Grant Water Supply Pipe Project Engineer
RFP Evaluation—Ken Tyrrell
Tune-Up (Board & Project Management Evaluation &
Improvement)—Allison Leak
Consider volunteering for a group that best meets
your interests and talents.
For more details, see the “APTCA Committees for
2014—2015” document posted in Info Centers and on
the website under Community >Documents->Board of
Directors as “2014-2015 Committees, Chairs, and
Board Liaisons.”
Barb Fargerstrom
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One wonderful benefit of living in this part of the
country is the abundance of hummingbirds. The
tiny, fluttering creatures are not averse to flying to
the top of our buildings if a good snack of nectar
awaits. It is possible to get a hummingbird feeder,
but due to the wind that pummels our high rises
(and more importantly the rules against it), you
cannot hang these from the balcony ceiling or
railings.
It is possible to create a small hummingbird garden
with plants that particularly attract these birds.
Some popular choices include Salvia "Hot Lips",
Upright Fuscia,
Weigela "My
Monet",
Japanese
Honeysuckle
and Agastache.
They are
attracted to red
especially and they love flowering plants with
“trumpeting” flowers into which they can stick their
beaks. If you inquire at one of the local nurseries,
they will direct you to some of these plants. The
Portland Nursery on NE Division & NE 89th Ave
(just south of Rt 205) has an entire section
displaying hummingbird plants. Just remember to
keep your balcony well watered, as the winds tend
to dry out the plants quickly. Soon you should have
a little visitor or two. Good Luck!
John McNeur

WATER DAMAGE AND THE
DEDUCTIBLE

IN MY OPINION: THE CASE FOR
EARTHQUAKE INSURANCE

Some homeowners are asking why the Board of
Directors decided to purchase Insurance that had a
$50,000 deductible for Water Damage Liability
Claims. What was our reasoning?
Unfortunately, our Board had very few choices this
year. After an extended search nationwide and
abroad, our Insurance Agent at American Benefits
Inc., Vern Newcomb, presented the Board with
three options. The company that insured APTCA
last year, CAU declined to even present a bid.
Travelers, which was the lowest bidder at $158,206,
was accepted. Our Travelers coverage has a $50,000
water damage deductible. Another company CIBA
offered a bid at $171,749 with a $50,000 deductible,
and CAN gave APTCA a bid at $159,856 with a
$60,000 deductible. There were no other companies
anywhere that would proffer bids for coverage with
water damage deductible lower than $50,000.
This was not the only negative: Last year (2013) our
Insurance cost was $124,171. This year (2014) the
Master Policy is costing all of us $158,206, an
increase of $34,035, or a 27% increase.
What should you as a homeowner do? First,
increase your own liability coverage for water
damage events to at least $50,000. Second, take
precautions not to create any water intrusion events:
Be sure your Flood Stop Valve to your hot water
tank is working correctly and check all water hoses
in your unit. Water intrusion is the primary cause
for large increases in insurance rates and the high
deductibles.
Ron Till, Board Member

APTCA Board Statement on
Earthquake Insurance
The APTCA Board Statement on Earthquake
Insurance can be found on the Association’s website
at www.americanplazatowers.com (Memo from
March 20, 2014)
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Have you noticed the unusual number of
earthquakes lately? Apparently, the APTCA Board
hasn’t. In January, we all received a letter from the
Board indicating that the Association will no longer
carry earthquake coverage insuring the buildings.
We can still acquire earthquake coverage for our
own units, but what good does that do if we have
no elevators and common areas?
According to the Red Cross, the average cataclysmic
event in the Cascadia Subduction Zone (category 9
or higher earthquake) occurs approximately once
every 2200 years. The last known event was
approximately 2500 years ago. Am I the only person
who considers this cause for concern?
I recently wrote a letter to the Association Board
asking them to reconsider their decision not to carry
earthquake insurance. They responded that the cost
of earthquake insurance has risen significantly. The
APTCA commissioned a seismic risk evaluation
from a structural engineering firm, the results of
which reflect that the probable loss would be
approximately $19.23 million. That equates to an
uninsured loss of approximately $55,000 per unit.
Homeowners can acquire assessment insurance to
protect against this type of loss, but assessment
insurance is only available if the building itself
maintains a minimum standard earthquake policy.
Therefore, the Board has precluded us from
insuring against an assessment.
Frankly, I am shocked that more homeowners have
not expressed concern about this issue. What effect
will failure to insure have on the value of all of our
condominiums? The APTCA Board has a fiduciary
responsibility to act in the best interests of the
homeowners. Does the failure to provide
earthquake insurance serve as a breach of that
fiduciary duty?
Minimum earthquake coverage would only cost
$177 per unit per year. That’s right - $177 per year.
How can the Board be so penny wise and pound
foolish? If you feel as I do, please contact the Board
members and let your voices be heard.
Steve Kantor JD, CPA

TRANSITIONS & KUDOS
*Now that the AP Board has chosen a new
management company, there will be a three-month
period of negotiating the new contract with the help
of an attorney and a changing of the guard. We
may encounter some temporary inconveniences but
patience will be the watchword!

Recital – Masters Degree candidates from PSU
performed for residents at Sivers Center on May 9. The
concert was organized by the APTCA Friends of Music,
led by Alma Cunningham, assisted by Kenny Bratz,
Larry Burnett, Ed & Nancy Dowdy, Barbara
Fagerstrom, John & Clare McNeur, Cecil Myers, Ann
Olsen, and Del & Helen Smith.
More music is on the way on July 8, Bassoon
Conspiracy.

*On Thurs, July 10th, 3 to 5pm in the Discovery
Museum of the World Forestry Center, our very
own Gary Hartshorn, PhD, will be honored by the
World Forestry “Leadership Hall of Fame” for his
significant and meaningful contributions to the
advancement of the forest sector in business,
government, or education. This unique tradition
was established in 1971, and Gary will join an elite
collection of 200 influential people previously
elected who had their biographies written and
preserved for posterity. Please RSVP Jennifer Kent
at 503-488-2117 or jkent@worldforestry.org if you
would like to attend the festivities!
Carol Wallace

TOWN MEETING ON
INSURANCE
Monday, June 16, 2014 7 PM
Sivers Center Board Room
What is covered by Association
Insurance?
What coverage should you have
personally?
Focus on Earthquake and Water
Insurance.
Hear from concerned residents and
insurance professionals.

The Landscape Committee has established three
designated Dog Areas, encouraging dog owners to use
these areas if possible. The new areas are by Sivers
Center, at the top of the stairs by the Lee Kelly Sculpture
Park, and by the main garage gate on 1st Ave.
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AN HISTORIC EVENT
Anyone new to AP who attended the Special
Meeting of May 13 in Sivers Lounge may have
wondered what the excitement was all about. Those
of us who witnessed, over the years, the struggle
and failure of various AP Boards to clarify and
update our ancient founding documents (the
Declarations and Bylaws) considered it a small
miracle that our recent Board, Chaired by Michael
Hodge, actually completed the job! And then came
the even more daunting task of getting the new
documents approved by 90% of AP owners as
required in the prevailing documents.

Joan Johnson (Chair), Linda Arnold, Anne Berg,
Becky Branson, Judy Buffo, Linda Crum, Alma
Cunningham, Barb Fagerstrom, Joyce Lockwood,
Merry Meek, Joanne Owens, Ron Till (first Bd
member to get all of his floor), Ruth Tyler, Ken
Tyrrell, Carol Wallace, Francia White.
Now the action moves to getting the new
documents printed in the proper format and filed
with the appropriate government entities. We’ll
especially enjoy the new documents at the next
Annual Meeting when we can elect new board
members from the top vote getters rather than by
the nonsensical routine we’ve endured for years!
Carol Wallace

Many observers thought a 90% approval was an
impossible goal. Thanks to the unflinching work of
a Get Out the Vote Committee led by board
member, Joan Johnson, another barrier crumbled.
At the Special Meeting it was jubilantly announced
that the new documents had been approved with
91.024% yes votes to only 3.288% no votes, but it
took heroic efforts to get there.

SUBMITTING ARTICLES
FOR TOWER TALK

Although one third of the AP owners had turned in
proxy votes when the new documents were
delivered last December, there were still 225 owners
to be heard from. Starting in early Jan the GOTV
team made more than 700 phone calls and traded
emails with owners from Chicago to Palm Springs
to Portland and from Europe to Asia. In the final
phase, they knocked on doors and called on people
personally.
One example of the hurdles involved in getting to
the 90% mark was the experience of Ruth Tyler.
She was vacationing in CA near the restaurant
where she hoped to find the trustee who could vote
a proxy for one of the AP owners, but he was the
wrong brother of the family involved!
Another heroine was Dana Breaux, MSI’s Asst
Property Mgr, who was very supportive. She
became the team’s “Sherlock Holmes,” chasing
down absentee owners, disconnected phones, etc.

Contributions to Tower Talk from owners are
welcome and encouraged.
Submit copy by the 23rd of the month to
John McNeur, Editor
jmcneur@gmail.com
Limit of 250 words
.doc or .docx format
Photos should be .jpeg file
300 dpi or greater
Please include your name and contact
information.

The APTCA extends many thanks to the GOTV
team who brought in the votes:
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A Friendly Reminder:
Deck Etiquette

HOW TO SETUP YOUR OWN
FACEBOOK PAGE
In order to “Like” the APTCA Tower Talk Page, or
any Facebook
page, you must
have a personal
Facebook account
and Page.
Originally set up
a decade ago as a
way for college
kids to get to
know each other,
Facebook has morphed into a social media avenue
for millions of people to keep in touch. It is simple
to set up an account and page, making it as basic or
as intricate as you wish.
Here’s how…
On your computer go to www.facebook.com
Enter your name and create a password. Some
information you will be asked is required but most,
regarding your favorite music, sports, movies, etc is
optional and you may “skip” it. Once you get to
your page set up, you may add a picture of yourself
and a banner background or leave one or both
blank.
At the top, you will see a box marked, “Search for
Friends.” Type in APTCA Tower Talk, and when
the page is displayed, click the button that says
“Like.” When anything new is added to the page
you will get a notice. It’s an easy way to keep in
touch with what is going on around APTCA.
You may search names of family, friends, and
neighbors who, if they have an account, will be able
to “accept” you as a friend as well. Eventually you
will have a whole Facebook network of friends and
family with whom you may exchange photos and
messages.
If you need help setting up an account, send me a
message and I will be happy to help you.
John McNeur
jmcneur@gmail.com

Ah, summer—time to enjoy our big, beautiful
decks! Have fun, but please be mindful of your
neighbors by following a few simple rules:
 For the safety of our garden unit residents,
be careful not to drop or throw anything
from your deck, especially burning tobacco
products.
 Don’t place objects on top of the walls or
attach anything to the outside of the deck
railings.
 Open flame cooking devices, smokers, and
deep fat fryers are prohibited.
 Don’t feed the birds (except hummingbirds).
 Keep drains clear of any obstructions.
Do Enjoy: The sunshine, the view, a cocktail at
sunset, and puttering in your garden in the sky.
Note: If you’re planning to paint, install sunshades
or replace sliders leading to the deck, please contact
Management for Association guidelines.
Barb Fagerstrom

MEET THE AUTHOR: KILONG UNG
The Uncommon Readers book group cordially
invites all America Plaza neighbors to join us for a
book discussion with the
author:

Monday, June 9, 2014
6:30 pm
Sivers Lounge
Read & be ready to
discuss: Golden Leaf: A
Khmer Rouge Genocide Survivor by Kilong Ung
Mr. Ung will take time out from his June duties as a
Royal Rosarian to meet with us and share stories
about his life and writing.
The Uncommon Readers will bring some cool
drinks.
Linda Crum
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BICYCLE EVENTS FOR 2014
Summer is the time for bicycle enthusiasts (riders
and volunteers) to celebrate Portland’s reputation as
this country’s “premier city for bicycling." Please
“Google" any of the following for details, and mark
your calendars now:
SUNDAY PARKWAYS 2014:
One Sunday every month, a different neighborhood
is showcased and safely cordoned off for
individuals and families on bicycles (or on foot).
Get acquainted with some of Portland’s diversity
while enjoying food, music, entertainment, &
activities: 22 June (North Portland), 27 July (NE
Portland), 24 August (SE Portland), 28 September
(SW Portland). No registration required.
PROVIDENCE BRIDGEPEDAL 2014:
This iconic event on 10 August is every bicyclist’s
dream (and downtown motorist’s nightmare).
Portland bridge lanes (including the entire upper
levels of I-5 and I-405) are opened exclusively for
bicyclists this single morning each year. It’s a
genuine party, with free food and bike maintenance
and live music, etc. Registration (and volunteers to
help) are required. The routes vary from “easy” &
moderate to “long-distance” (including St. Johns
Bridge).

highlight the “vulnerability of cyclists”) attracts
literally thousands of naked (or “bare as you dare”)
participants. The exact route is not published in
advance, but bar patrons usually fill the sidewalks
between 9 & 10 p.m. when they notice police
barricades on major intersections and bridges (such
as Hawthorne and Burnside). This year, riders
gather at Normandale Park (57 NE Halsey) before
heading downtown. (Last year it started at Portland
Art Museum, … but that’s another story.)
Doyle Forister

Submittal Deadlines
for 2015 Budget Requests
For Individuals: July 1
For Committees: July 18
Request forms, with detailed instructions for
completing and submitting, are in the
Information Centers (Excess Mail Rooms) and on
the APTCA website: americanplazatowers.org
under Resident InfoFormsExpenditure
RequestsSelect format/file type.

PORTLAND CENTURY 2014:
The city’s premier distance ride and “signature”
bicycle event is the Portland Century on 16 August.
Registration provides everything, including
guidance, road-side assistance, & a wide variety of
food en route and at the finish line. This year, the
three routes showcase neighborhoods and
countryside (including vineyards) south of the city,
with a choice of 40-mile, 80-mile, or 100-mile rides
(accommodating all levels of ability and endurance).
PORTLAND WNBR 2014:
London? New York? Portland outshines them all in
enthusiasm and numbers. This year’s “party” is 7
June. At least once in a lifetime, everyone should
either participate in or at least witness World Naked
Bike Ride. The annual international “protest”
(against waste of fossil fuels, and this year to
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Rhododendrons in full bloom.

Faulty Towers will return in July.

JUNE – LOCAL CULTURAL EVENTS
KELLER AUDITORIUM
ONCE The Musical – June 10 – 15
Set in modern day Dublin, ONCE is the story of a
guy who gave up on his music—and his love—and
the girl who inspired him to dream again. This
exhilarating musical is performed by an
extraordinary cast of actor-musicians who sing,
dance, and play their hearts out on stage.
Tickets & Info - http://www.portland5.com/kellerauditorium
CHAMBER MUSIC NOTHWEST June 23 – July 27
Long running summer chamber music festival
featuring world-class classical artists. Concerts are
presented at several venues including Reed College
and PSU.
Tickets & Info - http://www.cmnw.org/
OREGON ZOO CONCERT SERIES – June 21 –
September 6
See world-class artists like Huey Lewis & The
News, The Doobie Brothers, and The Indigo Girls
performing under the stars at the zoo’s
amphitheater.
Tickets & Info - http://www.zooconcerts.com/

General Contractor

REMODELING

CUSTOM CABINETRY

TILE & STONE

PAINTING

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS

PORTLAND ART MUSEUM Shine a Light 2014, June 6, 6 p.m.–Midnight
Shine a Light 2014 once again asks visitors to
reconsider what is possible in a museum. Come and
engage with the Museum in unexpected ways and
celebrate socially engaged works of art. A mix of
artist-driven installations, performances, and
interventions will take place throughout the
Museum campus, offering an exciting opportunity
to rethink your relationship to art.
Tickets & Info http://portlandartmuseum.org/shinealight
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20 PLUS YEARS EXPERIENCE AT
AMERICAN PLAZA CONDOMINIUMS
REFERENCES AVAILABLE UPON
REQUEST

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
BARRY PAPPENHEIM (503)680-4362
RYAN VERBOUT (503)680-4068
PAPPENHEIMINC@HOTMAIL.COM

Thinking of Selling Your Condo?
 Highrises Realty has worked with more than 15 million condo buyers.
 We have agents in over 40 cities working with condo buyers relocating to Portland.
 We likely already have buyers for condos in the American Plaza Towers.

Stuart Stevens, Broker
503.858.4089
email: sstevens@highrises.com
www.sstevens.highrises.com
Contact Me For A Complimentary Market Analysis.
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A MERICAN P LAZA S PECIALISTS FOR 15 Y EARS
Current Plaza Realty Listings/Sales
#1202 LINCOLN – NEW LISTING!!

1483 Sq Ft, 2 Bdrm/2 Bath, 2 Balconies
Wood & Tile Flooring, Quality Built -ins
Fantastic North-End Corner Views! - $448,000

#602 LINCOLN – PENDING!!

1483 Sq Ft, 2 Bdrm/2 Bath, 2 Balconies
Double Windows, Heat Pump, Quiet!
Nice 2nd Bdrm Built-Ins for office - $418,000

Parking Space SOLD!

#113 ( Level B-1) - $24,000
*Current Portland Metro Condominium Market Statistics
 55% of Pending Sales Closed in 30 Days or Less
 53% of Buyers used Conventional Financing/35% Used Cash Financing
 Closings were up from last month by about 32%
 Total Dollar Volume (Condos) increased by about $14M over last month
*RMLS Home Sales Report, April 2014
Jan Hu ffs tu tter, P rin c ip al Brok er | 503. 515.3344
Jerren e Dah ls trom, Brok er | 503. 890. 7297

Dr. Thomas Flath
2075 SW First Avenue, Suite 2M,
Portland, OR (503) 226-6659
New Patients Welcome!
June Special: Exam and X-rays free to New Patients









General Dentistry
Cosmetic Dentistry
Teeth Cleaning
Crowns & Bridges
Implant Restoration
Dentures
Emergencies
Teeth Whitening
A Beautiful Smile is the Essence of Well-Being.
A Healthy Smile is Essential to Being Well.
DIRECT INSURANCE BILLING
OFFICE HOURS: 8 AM – 5 PM

Conveniently located at the corner of SW Lincoln and
SW First Avenue – across the street from Lincoln.
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