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Chairman’s Chatter —Ken Tyrrell

Best wishes to you and your family 
for a happy holiday season. Looking 
forward to continuing the warm asso-
ciation we share in the coming year. 

Ha! I got my holiday greetings 
sent for this year!

It has been another busy month. Quite a number of 
long-term projects seem to be wrapping up, including:

• Rules and Regulations revisions (to match our 
new Declarations and Bylaws, improve clarity, 
and some adjustments to improve enforceability 
and compatibility with our new property man-
ager’s systems/processes);

• A new Resident Manual;
• Adoption of 2015 Budget; and
• Annual Insurance Renewal for 2015.

With these efforts soon behind us and the holidays 
fast approaching, we can take a short break and return 
in January, re-energized, to focus on some of the more 
advanced initiatives:

• Emergency Preparedness—how we can be bet-
ter prepared for an emergency; develop and 
practice plans to protect life and property when 
an emergency actually occurs;

• Financial Planning—replace our current, inad-
equate Reserve Study and Maintenance Plan 
for better future planning; how to deal with the 
significant costs of upcoming major projects;

• Policy and Procedure Manual—document and 
improve our policies and processes to ensure 
they follow best practices and are applied con-
sistently; and

• Strategic Planning—an overall plan for what 
APTCA wants to be in future years.

We are also making progress on some important 
projects, including the Lincoln/Grant Water Supply 
Pipe Project.

The Board has changed its regular meeting from the 
3rd Thursday of each month to the 4th Thursday, and is 
planning to skip its regular meeting in December. 

Make An Appointment
Your concerns, thoughts and ideas are important 
to me! Contact me at any of these: phone 503-642-

3678, email kentyrr@gmail.com, or visit my website 
at http://kentyrr.com. Let’s sit down for a half hour 
or so, and I will give you my whole attention. 

Employee Holiday Fund
American Plaza owners and residents have a long- 
standing history of generosity by contributing to an 
“Employee Holiday Fund.” 

The funds received are distributed among the 
on-site staff equally based upon their time spent at 
American Plaza for the year. Many cards and notes 
are received singling out employees. Because of this, 
everyone in the organization who serves the residents 
of American Plaza receives benefit of your kindness.

To contribute please make your check payable 
to “APTCA Holiday Fund,” placed in a sealed en-
velope addressed to “APTCA Holiday Fund” and 
drop it in the APTCA mail room door for your tow-
er. No stamp is needed.

No one who receives benefit ever knows who gave 
or how much. Special notes and cards are shared 
with the staff.

The NBS staff is greatly appreciative of this rec-
ognition and your generosity. 

Tower Talk is a monthly publication of the American Plaza 
Towers Condominium Association. Its purpose is to inform, 
educate, and build a sense of friendly community by accu-
rately and impartially reporting Plaza news, regulations, 
and events.

The products and services offered by advertisers are not 
endorsed by Tower Talk or any other entity of APTCA.

 Editor & Designer: Dennis Stovall.
 503-332-9793 or colophon1@mac.com

Submit copy to Dennis by the 23rd of the month for the 
subsequent issue.

 Advertising: Matt McCloud.
 pacificeditor@gmail.com

APTCA Websites: 

 Older: americanplazatowers.org
 Webmasters: Charles Landis, John Lambert, and Ken  
   Tyrrell.
 Submit to: webmaster@americanplazatowers

 Newer: americanplaza.org (ActiveBuilding)
 Submit to: concierge@americanplaza.org
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November 2014

Board of Directors
Meeting Highlights

Open Forum: Two residents spoke 
regarding Housekeeping staffing. 
NBS responded that both staffing 
and personnel are being adjusted to 
meet APTCA demands. If you notice 
something that needs attention, 
please contact NBS for correction. 
NBS continues to learn and adjust to 
our large campus and high stan-
dards. Another resident urged the 
Board to consider adding earth-
quake insurance coverage for 2015. 
(FYI: residents are welcome to state 
opinions at the beginning of regular 
Board meetings, based on posted 
guidelines.)

Insurance Renewal: Presentation by 
Vern Newcomb of American Bene-
fits. See detail below.

Beginning in January, the month-
ly Board meetings will move from 
the 3rd Thursday of the month to 

the 4th, to facilitate timely financial 
reports.

A new APTCA logo was accepted to 
be used on internal communications. 
It is pictured below:

Emergency Preparedness Task Force 
Recommendations were approved. Im-
plementation will begin in 2015.

Barbara Bousum, Secretary

BY THE NUMBERS

Insurance facts presented at the November Board of Directors’ Meeting

Property quotes for Association coverage for 2015 were requested from 12 carriers. Several potential carriers declined the 
business, due to APTCA’s water claims history. Vern Newcomb, our agent, had sought to reduce the $50,000 water dam-
age deductible per incident to $25,000, but recent owner-caused damage in Lincoln Tower (more than $80,000 in damages) 
prevented this potential improvement. Fewer future claims may allow APTCA (which has logged 19 claims in 5 years and 
$535,000 paid by our insurers, not including recent Lincoln incident) more favorable premiums. Galvanized piping is not a 
current obstacle, as it was with our previous carrier.

Optional Earthquake coverage details (numbers are rounded to the nearest thousand):

$ 128,000,000 APTCA’s current property value
$ 19,200,000 Estimated 15% damage loss to property in a major seismic event
$  62,000 2015 insurance premium for optional earthquake insurance to provide
  $25,000,000 co.orgverage (the closest option to $20,000,000, see below)
$  6,400,000 5% of APTCA’s current property value, which would be our deductible
  before any benefit is paid, regardless of scope of damage
$  19,000 per-unit deductible* ($6,400,000 deductible ÷ 337 units), after paying the
   premium, which will adjust year-to-year, if coverage is available

Explanation: 15% damage to our $128,000,000+-valued property can be expected as the maximum loss in a major seismic 
event, according to last year’s commissioned geotechnical engineering study of APTCA’s buildings and campus. This esti-
mate calls for a minimum of $20,000,000 in coverage. 5% of the three buildings’ value would trigger a $6.4 million maximum 
deductible which, divided by 337 units, averages a $19,000 deductible per unit. The higher the buildings’ value, the higher 
the premium and deductible. To insure the property with $25,000,000 coverage, less the 5% deductible, the 2015 premium 
would be over $62,000. Divided equally by 337 units, the additional HOA monthly cost per unit to cover this annual premi-
um would be over $15.00*. In the event of a seismic occurrence, with a $6,400,000 deductible, a $19,000* per unit deductible 
would be payable before any benefits would be paid. According to an adjustor with our current carrier, insurance is not a 
warranty that such an event will not occur. Lots of research regarding the likelihood of such an event can be found online.

* Owners should calculate their percentage of ownership for a more accurate cost estimate. This estimate is for illustration only.

            —Barbara Bousum

A new, simpler design was approved 
for replacement of Breezeway Lights. 
These lights will be made available 
for purchase by residents if they de-
sire to make their alcove or terrace 
fixtures match the new breezeway 
lights. 

New rules and regulations were 
adopted, including both the Gener-
al Rules and the Redecorating and 
Remodeling Requirements, to help 
us all live together peacefully. These 
will be sent to all owners soon.

Two doggie litter stations will be 
moved to nearby, more aesthetically 
pleasing locations.

The next regular Board Meeting will 
be held January 22, 2015 at 6:30 P.M. 
A special meeting will occur in De-
cember to determine the 2015 budget 
and other select items.
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NBS Update

American Plaza Re-key Project, 11-18-2014
The rekey project was a success.

All American Plaza common area 
entry doors were re-keyed on 11-18-14

Resident were initially 
issued (2) entry and (2) 
storage access keys.

Residents are able to ex-
change up to 3 more entry 
keys for a total of 5 entry 
keys per unit.

There are envelopes 
located in each tower to 
dispose of your old keys.

Concierge staff
Our concierge staff will be 
adding a new face. We will be welcom-
ing Kirby Sholette. She brings a wealth 
of Concierge experience to the team 
and we are fortunate to bring her to 
American Plaza.

You may see a little less of the 
gentlemen, Patrick and Shawn, on our 
concierge staff as they sign up for their 
winter college courses. Rest assured 
we will be providing American Plaza 
with the same outstanding service.

Exterior light fixtures
The exterior light fixtures will be 
replaced with a custom fixture that 
was approved by the Board at the 
last meeting. While the details are 
still being worked out, the fixture is a 
custom design that is in keeping with 
the current light fixture design and 
size.  Homeowners will have a chance 
to see a model of the new fixture and 
have the opportunity to order the same 

Incidents & Concerns

INCIDENT REPORTS

We had one incident the week of 
re-keying at American Plaza. A 
resident vehicle window was broken 
in the garage Nothing of value was 
taken. Because of the re-key project, 
no details available. The resident was 
encouraged to file a police report.

RESIDENT CONCERNS
As reported in Nov 20 Board Packet, 
page 107 & supplemented by Owner 
reports to board as well as an NBS 
prepared report.

Grocery Carts: 
A request was received that some of 
the grocery carts be brought back 
from storage and placed in garbage 
rooms so they can be used for items 
that don’t fit in the new carts. 

Housekeeping: 
Two examples: Madison Trash Room 
smells; and is unsightly.

Grant common areas now are often 
dirty. 

At the Board meeting, Susan Strat-
ton, President of NBS Multifamily, 
apologized and reported that NBS 
was aware of the situation and is 
working on an improved housekeep-
ing plan.  

Lincoln:
Some names at entry are of residents 
who no longer live here. NBS will 
correct. 

Sivers:
Paint needs be replaced under the 
ceiling windows. Work is pending.
Sauna floor mat is torn. Replace-
ment is pending. 

Compiled by John & Mary Ann Wish

Formerly, Faulty Towers

 —Angelina Campbell, Site Manager

fixture for their private entryways 
and balconies at bulk pricing, should 
you choose to do so. We will keep you 
informed of the progress and schedule!

New compactor
The new compactor was 
installed in the Grant 
trash room.

Lincoln fountain
The Lincoln fountain is 
running! You may have 
noticed the ice forming 
around the fountain. 
Many folks have expressed 
concern over the freezing 

temperatures possibly damaging the 
fountain pump. As long as the foun-
tain pump is running, the pump itself 
and its parts won’t freeze.

Expansion joint caulking repairs
We were able to grasp the few days of 
dry weather at the end of November 
to complete the caulk repairs on the 
Lincoln plaza location. The remainder 
of the plaza-level caulking will most 
likely be repaired in spring 2015.

New “new carts”
The newer carts that were purchased 
in the fall have deteriorated quicker 
than anticipated.

These are being exchanged for a 
different model. 

Concrete repaired
The concrete at the entry of the Lin-
coln garage was repaired and leveled.

Tower Talk needs you!
Join other volunteers in making this newsletter useful to everyone in 
our community. You’ve likely noticed the same contributors issue af-
ter issue. Thanks to them we’re kept informed, but we know there’s 
a huge resevoir of talent and skills among all of us; there are more 
stories to tell and more interests to serve. So please step up with your 
ideas, your words, your photos, your art, and your goodwill. At the 
moment, we especially need backup for key tasks, such as editing 
submissions and using Adobe Creative Suite to do layout.
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Meet your neighbor

Alvin Adams: AP’s “James 
Bond”
To get to know Al properly you should 
be reading a book about him! He says 
he won’t write it, but let’s hope some-
body does in order to enjoy the full 
story of his extraordinary life. In the 
meantime, here’s some highlights:

Al was born in New York City and 
was inspired by his grandfather, a 
former Governor of New York State; 
his father, a Senior VP of Pan Am 
Airways, who traveled frequently and 
often took Al with him; his uncle, an 
international banker; and, finally, the 
John Kennedy Peace Corp years. He 
attended Yale, then law school, start-
ing his career in a Wall St. utilities 
law firm, but more attracted to public 
service and the adventure of the U.S. 
Foreign Service. After passing rigorous 
tests, he started basic officer training, 
followed by a year of language training 
and four years in Vietnam. He joined 
a 15-member pacification team, then 
led his own team, and finally became 
private secretary to the U.S. Ambassa-
dor for Vietnam.

His impressive field experience 
earned him a position in the National 
Security Council during the Nixon 
years. When Kissinger moved from the 
NSC to State, Al served as one of his 
private secretaries and had the distinc-
tion of being fired and rehired a couple 
of times as Kissinger learned about the 
value of gutsy staff members. Later he 
was a staff aide to Alexander Haig and 
then George Schultz. Of these three 
“worthies,” Al has the highest praise 
for George Schultz, who apparently 
shared the same opinion of him when 
he wrote Al’s recommendation: “I 
know him to be a very capable, broad-
gauged officer. He is one of a special 
cadre of Foreign Service profession-
als—the stock troops of our diploma-
cy—with the gift, savvy, imagination 
and hard-headedness needed by this 
Department.”

Other highlights of his busy life:
1982–84: After serving as Deputy 
Executive Secretary at State, Al was 
appointed by Reagan to be the Am-
bassador to Djibouti, an exotic but 
mercilessly hot area in Africa that had 
recently gained independence from 
France.

1985: He acquired international busi-
ness experience working for 1 year at 
Ryder, a trucking and airline business, 
and researching a project in Northern 
Ireland. 

1986–92: Returning to Washington, 
DC, he worked on counter terrorism 
issues at State, then was appointed 
Ambassador to Haiti in order to en-
courage democracy there and isolate 
communist Cuba. It was a tough job, 
earning him the nickname “Loaded 
Donkey,” from the Creole saying “A 
loaded donkey doesn’t stop.”

1993–96: In dire need of a “Loaded 
Donkey,” Clinton appointed Al to be 
Ambassador to Peru, a country being 
terrorized by the “Shining Path.” Al 
championed democracy and helped to 
counter the narcotic activity subsi-

—Carol Wallace

dizing the group but needed a 15-man 
bodyguard wherever he went.

1996: He left the State Dept to become 
the CEO of the UN Association of the 
United States. The United Nations was 
under attack by Senator Helms, who 
was reducing U.S. government funding. 
The funding crisis was eased thanks 
to a $l Billion pledge from Ted Turner, 
which Al helped engineer. 

1999–2011: He moved to Hawaii for 
several years, used his understanding 
of international business affairs to 
develop a radio show called “Business 
Beyond the Reef,” and served as the 
Honorary Consul of Peru. During the 
U.S. recession he joined a friend in 
Buenos Aires for a few years and devel-
oped another radio show.

2012: After reading about Portland in 
the New York Times, he moved here 
and bought a large conjoined condo 
in Madison with two friends who use 
their half in the summertime. He’s 
plunged into life in Portland by joining 
the Advisory Board of the Oregon 
World Affairs Council, doing docent 
tours for the Oregon Historical Society, 
joining the University Club’s Consular 
Corp, serving as Verger in the Trinity 
Episcopal Cathedral, and auditing 
geology and history classes at PSU. 
But that’s not all! He would like TT 
readers to be aware of his newest 
enterprise, “Three MZ,” designed for 
people 64 or older. For a modest fee, 
he and artist friends will put together 
a package that includes your painted 
portrait, your life story narrated by you 
in a 7-minute video (written by Al) with 
pictures/slides/music to illustrate your 
story. Check out www.threemz.com for 
other details and/or contact Al at 808-
554-5858 or adamsa007@mac.com.



Dec 14 (Sun)—Holiday Potluck

Join us for our annual gathering to celebrate the Holiday Season. 
Food, fun and frivolity—plus live music by Take Five, our APTCA 
ensemble. 

Sivers Center
5:00pm: Food Drop & Socializing
5:30pm: Potluck Begins

Provided: Punch, coffee, tea  
and utensils. BYOB.

You Bring: A main dish, a side, a 
salad or dessert. 
Signup sheets are in mail lobbies.

Guests welcomed—the more the merrier!

Jan 3 (Sat)—Take Down the Holiday Decorations
Meet in the lobby or your Tower or in Sivers Centers at 10am to help 
pack up the glitter for another year. It’s easier and considerably faster 
than putting them up—and you’ll feel good about doing a nice task 
for American Plaza! 
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Things to Do; 
Places to Go
There are many exhibits, talks, and 
shows —many free—within walking dis-
tance or a short tram ride of the Towers. 
We will list a few here each month.

Keller Auditorium
November 25–30
Mamma Mia!

Oregon Ballet Theatre 
December 13–27
George Balanchine’s The Nut-
cracker
January 13–18, 2015 
Dirty Dancing

Portland Opera
February 6–14, 2015 
Carmen

Multnomah Central Library
December 13–January 18, 2015 
Collins Gallery: Literary Arts 
exhibition celebrates its 30th 
anniversary featuring cor-
respondence from authors, 
books, photographs, and other 
archival materials from the 
organization’s donation to the 
Library.

Farmers Market at PSU
Now open year round, except 
December 27, when it is closed 
for the holidays. Winter hours 
thru February: 9am–2pm.

Oregon Historical Society free events
December 7, noon–4pm 
Holiday Cheer: A Celebration 
of Oregon Authors. Meet over 
80 authors who have published 
this year.
December 13, 11–3pm

Fisher poets presentation and 
workshop. Oregon Folklife 
Network and OHS present 
commercial fishermen who 
have composed songs, verse, 
and prose about their work.

December 14, 2pm

“The Wake of Vanport”, an 
oral history screening present-
ed by The Vanport Multime-
dia Project. Following screen-
ing there will be a discussion 
with survivors and producers.

Portland State University
December 11, 2014 7:00pm

A Room With a View: China 
Forbes Sings Opera with PSU 
Orchestra at 1st Congregation-
al Church, 1126 SW Park; call 
503-725 -3307 for tickets.

Portland State University free events
(these are only a few of the 
many free events you can find 
at http://www.pdx.edu/events)

December 3, 2014, 4–5pm

Forest Ecology and Manage-
ment Seminar, Cramer Hall, 
room 71. The Forest Ecology 
and Management seminar is 

a collaborative effort between 
PSU School of the Envi-
ronment and the US Forest 
Service Pacific Northwest 
Research Station. Researchers 
from PSU, USFS, non-profit 
organizations, timber manage-
ment companies, and more at-
tend and present their current 
research. An overall goal is to 
build connections between the 
diverse community working on 
forest-related issues in Portland 
and nearby areas.
December 6, 2014, 9:30–11am

First Saturday PDX: an East 
Asian Program Series, PSU 
Urban Center, room 250, 506 
SW Mill St. “Confucian Sacred 
Landscapes” with Dr. Linda 
Walton.

  —Linny Stovall
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Gains Ground
Landscaping Committee

Linny Stovall

Landscape enhancements have arrived. Over 100 beautiful plants 
now fill the empty landscapes of Grant and Madison courtyard en-
tries.

Before (both bottom): The barren face of Grant Tower landscape 
(except for a lone dying rhodie) has greeted residents and guests for 
many months.

Laying the ground work: good soil (both top). Preparing his “roto 
rooter,” i.e., supersonic air spade, the operator above aerates the 

soil. Originally created by the 
military to find unexploded 
ordnance, the tool was refined 
to aerate soil to a depth of 6–8" 
around trees and shrubs without 
disturbing the roots. At the same 
time, the air spade also works 
into the soil new compost and 
biochar, which looks like small 
pieces of charcoal. This concen-
trated carbon product —made 
from the waste wood of pines 
killed by bark beetles—promotes 
soil fertility. Found in soil from 
ancient times as a result of fires, 
biochar is an amendment that 
lasts for years in the soil.

Cont. on p. 10
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Resident Reflections
Notes from a New Resident

       —Susan Nunnery

Fall leaves swirl outside 
my 11th-floor window, 
in welcoming autumn 
colors. Neighbors I bare-
ly know greet me with 
happy-hour invitations. 
Dog walkers smile and 
share their names—theirs 
and their pets. Elevator 
passengers, unknown on 

the Lobby Level, offer 
restaurant recommenda-
tions and walking routes 
before my floor appears. 
The management team 
is professional and kind, 
adding to my feeling right 
at home, in less than four 
weeks.  

I thank you all.
   

Tower Talk staff changes
As most of you know by now, there’s 
been turnover in the Tower Talk 
staff. Editor John McNeur, after 
great service to our community, is 
selling his condo and moving, while 
advertising sales and production 
chief Matt McCloud has had to step 
back from production tasks because 
of a new job. Matt continues han-
dling advertising. Replacing them, 
at least for now, is new resident 
Dennis Stovall.

Dennis has been a writer for more 
than 50 years and a publisher for 30. 
He retired from PSU in 2011 after 
a decade of creating and directing 
a graduate program in publishing. 
Recently, he served two Fulbright 
Specialist assignments in Europe 
related to publishing education and 
intellectual commerce in the digital 
age.

Dennis is seeking other denizens 
of the Towers to help with editing 
and production. If you have pub-
lishing skills, especially experience 
with InDesign and Photoshop, and 
would like to get involved, contact 
him at colophon1@mac.com.

Sadness Shared
“The water aerobics class partic-
ipants are saddened by the loss 
of their long-time instructor, Don 
Plumb. Don taught classes at 
American Plaza for almost twen-
ty years and became friends with 
many in his classes. He was a kind 
and generous person and we will 
all miss him. His family will be 
having private services in Eastern 
Washington.” 
  —Merry Meek

Until a new instructor is found, the 
Water Aerobics class will not meet. 

Cat Owners…UNITE !
Gena Hardin called me recently to ask if my cats ever had a sneezing 
problem and, if so, what did I do about it. Her cat, Shanti, couldn’t 

seem to stop sneezing and she was 
getting worried. Eventually he did 
stop, but it occurred to both of us 
that it would be fun and useful to 
form an AP Cat Club, so that we 
could share stories about our feline 
pals, as well as ideas for their care 
and well-being. So, what do you 
think, all you cat lovers out there? 

If you are interested in getting 
together for fun and ideas about 
pet care, please call me, Carol 
Wallace, at 503.274.9035 or send 
me an email at cwallace1024@
gmail.com.

     
   —Carol Wallace 
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In case you’ve missed some of the 
announcements, APTCA is now 
having Movie Nights, where we 
show a movie, sometimes two, 
twice a month. We’re trying to 
keep the programming varied, 
since there are many people here 
with differing tastes. We current-
ly have a list of over 200 movies 
that have been suggested or are 
easily available to us. Upcoming 
movies in December and January 
are: Singin’ In the Rain on 12/3, 
Love, Actually on 12/19, O Broth-
er, Where Art Thou on 1/9, and 
Casablanca on 1/23. All times are 
7:00pm in the Sivers Board Room. 
If we haven’t yet chosen something 
you’d like to see, please feel free to 
make suggestions. If you’d like to 
see something you actually own a 
copy of, that would be helpful. 

We have comfortable seating. 
NBS staff has been setting up the 
room with the chairs and sofas 
from the Sivers Lounge, instead of 
the less-padded red chairs. We’re 
providing the entertainment, but 
you’ll need to bring your own re-
freshments or snacks.

We took a survey last month, 
through Tower Talk, and we’ve 
gotten five requests to show the 
movies on Saturday nights, and 
six for Friday. I had hoped we 
could alternate to accommodate 
more people, but was told by 
NBS that Saturdays would prob-
ably not work well. Sivers is often 
rented—by residents or non-res-
idents—for different events, and 
those occur most often on the 
weekend. The Boardroom is need-
ed as well as the Lounge, in a lot 
of cases. We’ll be showing movies 

Movie Night
—Shari Ramseur

on Friday nights, and occasional-
ly on another weeknight.

Our poll results showed only 
one person interested in a dis-
cussion prior to the movie airing, 
and two wanting one afterward. 
The most popular genres of mov-
ies are Comedy (9), Documentary 
(8), and Foreign (6), with Mystery, 
Romance, Drama, and Classics 
all receiving 5 votes each. We only 
had one or two requests for Sci-
ence Fiction, Fantasy, Suspense, 
and Action, but we’ll show some 
of those as well.

If you’d like to have a say in the 
movies, send your suggestions to 
me at shariramseur@gmail.com, 
or leave a note for me through the 
Active Building website.

December

Wed 12/03 7pm Singin’ in the
   Rain
Fri 12/19  7pm Love, Actually

January

Fri 1/09  7pm  O Brother,   
  Where Art  
  Thou?
Fri 1/23  7pm Casablanca

Pets in Lobby Clarification

Previously, we printed that it was 
in the Bylaws that no pets could 
be in the Tower lobbies. In a later 
issue, we included a correction 
that there was no such bylaw. To 
further clarify, although it is not 
included in the APTCA Bylaws, 
there does exist a rule that pets are 
not allowed in the Tower lobbies 
(rule 5.3.3).

Plaza Calendar
December 2014

Social Activities 

Holiday Potluck—Dec 14 (Sun) 
5:00pm—Sivers Center. 

Movie Night—7:00pm, Board Room
Dec 03 (Wed): Singin’ in the Rain
Dec 19 (Fri): Love, Actually
Friday Happy Hour: 5–7pm, Lincoln 

Lounge
Closet Crafters: Dec 13, 1:00pm, Lin-

coln Lounge

Committees

Comms: Not meeting
Design: Dec 10, 7:00pm, Lincoln 

Lobby
Exercise:  Not meeting
Landscape:  Dec 09, 5:00pm, Lincoln 

Lounge

Board of Directors

The Board will not have a regular 
monthly meeting in December. A 
Special Meeting will be held Dec 11 
at 6:30pm in the Board Room.

Classes: All held in Sivers Center

Classes Canceled: Dec 23, 24, 25, & 31 
and Jan 1.

Tai Chi Self-Directed: Mondays 
6:15pm

Tai Chi Balance: Tues 7 pm. Thurs 
10am

Yoga: Tues & Thurs 8:30am

Strength & Conditioning: Wed & Sat 
9:30am

Water Aerobics: Canceled until further 
notice.

Tower Talk will not be published in 
January. For January events, please see 
the Plaza Calendar posted in elevators 
and on bulletin boards or visit our two 
websites: americanplazatowers.org and 
americanplaza.org (ActiveBuilding). 

                      —Barb Fagerstrom



Mahonia, at home at American Plaza
We know Mahonia aquifolium as Ore-
gon Grape. Mahonia Hall is the Ore-
gon Governor’s mansion.

According to Wikipedia, “Maho-
nia is a genus of about 70 species of 
evergreen shrubs in the family Ber-
beridaceae, native to eastern Asia, the 
Himalaya, North America and Cen-
tral America. They are closely related 
to the genus Berberis. …

“The genus name Mahonia honors 
the Philadelphia horticulturist Ber-
nard McMahon who introduced the 
plant from materials collected by the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition. …

“Several species are popular garden 
shrubs, grown for their ornamental, 
often spiny, evergreen foliage, yellow 
flowers in autumn, winter and early 
spring, and blue-black berries. The 
flowers are borne in terminal clusters 
or spreading racemes, and may be 
among the earliest flowers to appear 
in the growing season. The berries are 
edible, and rich in vitamin C, though 
with a very sharp flavor.”
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Here (right) we see planting in 
progress at Grant.

After: Look forward next spring 
to a stunning array of beauties 
in the Grant entry: hamamelis, 
capistano rhodies, corylopsis, 
hellebores, lonicera, leucothoe, 
and 8 tall mahonia.

After (Tower Talk cover): In the 
Madison entry, a lovely red Jap-
anese maple is flanked by helle-
bores, hakonechloa, 5 tall maho-
nia, and, closer to 1st Avenue, 3 
vine maples.

Cont. from p. 7



Friends of South  
Auditorium Greenway  
Environs (SAGE) is growing!

On November 11, 33 owner residents 
from American Plaza, Harrison Tower 
East, Harrison Tower West, and Port-
land Plaza came to American Plaza for 
meetings to discover how, together, we 
can have greater impact. 

We all recognized that there will be 
great changes in the next 20+ years and 
talked about how the Central City Plan 
2035 will guide development and help 
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Another Village?
   
        —John Wish

Last month, John McNeur reported on 
village-to-village networks in Portland. 
(See November Tower Talk, page 10.)

John mentioned that the movement 
began a decade ago at the Beacon Hill 
Village in Boston. (See http://www.
beaconhillvillage.org.)

The concept sounded interesting, and 
so on Saturday November 22, three of 
us from APTCA joined some 50 others 
seeking more information about NW 
“villages” for “Aging in Place.” While 
the information session was sponsored 
by Viva Village of Beaverton, Villages 
NW provided much of the information. 

The mission statement of Villages 
NW helped us better understand their 
role in the seven new “villages” in de-
velopment in the Portland Metro area. 

OUR MISSION: To enable more 
Pacific NW residents to successful-
ly age in place by developing and 
nurturing a network of sustainable, 
community-based Villages through-
out the region. (See http://villag-
esnw.org.)

We discovered that the process of 
creating those “villages” is highly 
structured. First a new “village” is 
contemplated based on a contiguous 
geographical area with a population of 
about 10,000 persons. Thus a “village” 
in our area might well include all of 
downtown. Viva Village, in Beaverton, 
includes most all of eastern Washing-
ton County. Viva Village organizers, 

who made the presentation, are cur-
rently seeking $100,000 in funds and 
expect to spend all of 2015 getting 
started. After their 2016 start up, they 
expect to be funded largely through 
annual memberships of $100 to $700 
per year, supplemented as necessary 
through grants and fund raising. 

We are fortunate in our APTCA 
neighborhood to benefit from most of 
the services contemplated for a “vil-
lage.” APTCA residents help in various 
ways like dog walking, grocery shop-
ping, movie nights, music performances 
and minor home fixes. Transportation 
is seldom a problem as we live down-
town and can walk many places. We 
are close to Max, Tri-Met and the 
Streetcar. Our landscape committee 
does a wonderful job combining volun-
teers and professionals. NBS staff and 
screened contractors provide the heavy 
lifting. 

Although we at APTCA are not large 
enough to call ourselves a “village”, it 
seems to me that we are an intention-
al neighborhood that serves many of 
the same goals. Would we be better 
served by working within the APTCA 
or by spending time establishing a new 
“village” in cooperation with several 
other condos and apartment building 
residents?

What’s your opinion? Write me at 
johnwish34@gmail.com or the editor, 
Dennis Stovall, at colophon1@mac.com.

protect that which we love about our 
neighborhood. The APTCA taskforce 
talked about the beginnings of our 
efforts to influence development in our 
area. Grant Higginson, board member 
of the Halprin Landscape Conservan-
cy, talked about the Halprin Sequence, 
which forms the spine of our neigh-
borhood, and efforts to reinforce the 
sequence for the future. 

Higginson, resident of Harrison West 
and member of the taskforce, has been 
closely following the public meetings on 
the proposed mixed use building at 325 
SW Harrison and spoke to the group 

about the process so far (see below for 
image and more details about public 
meetings). 

Many residents from other towers 
expressed their pleasure with knowing 
they are part of a “neighborhood.” We 
are pleased that we now have a larger 
voice and wider representation for this 
neighborhood; the city knows who we 
are and has respect for our input.  

Proposed at 325 SW Harrison 
(Core Campus project)

Public meetings related to the pro-
posed development at 325 Harrison 
that may be of interest:

Review by Design Commission
December 11, 2014 @ 1:30 pm
1900 SW Fourth Ave., Room 2500A 
Portland, OR 97201

Proposed development:
ADDRESS: 325 & 333 SW Harrison 

APPLICANT: Benson Angelo & Tom 
Harrington, Core Campus, LLC 

DETAILS: Mixed Use Building—A 
Design Advice Request for a potential 
15-story, mixed use building (Hub at 
Portland) on a full-block within the 
South Auditorium Plan District. The 
building would include 35,000 SF of 
retail at the ground level for a potential 
grocer with the upper floors primarily 
for PSU student housing and mar-
ket-rate apartments. Below-grade park-
ing for approximately 97 vehicles would 
be accessed off SW Harrison Street.

Presentation of plans by Developers
Downtown Portland Neighborhood 
Assn. Land Use & Transportation 
Committee
Mon, Dec 15, 5:30–7:00pm

1900 SW 4th Ave, 2500B

  —Judy Buffo
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A Concert of Music for Flute and Piano

On Sunday, November 16, Peter Jacoby and I presented a con-
cert of music for flute and piano. The concert included piec-
es by Handel, Schuman and Poulenc, but most importantly, 
Suite Modale for Flute & Piano by Ernest Bloch, renown com-
poser of the 20th century and grandfather to APTCA’s own 
Ernest Bloch II, known to us all as Ernie.

When Clare and I first moved to Lincoln 
Tower in 2013, I happened to read an is-
sue of Tower Talk and was thrilled to learn 
that Ernest Bloch’s grandson lived here. As 
a flute teacher, years ago in Connecticut, I 
had taught dozens of young flutists the Suite 
Modale by Ernest Bloch. It was (and still is) a 
standard in the flute repertoire. When I even-
tually met Ernie, I mentioned this to him and 
promised that I would perform it for him 
as soon as I could find an excellent pianist. 
Thanks to Annie Olsen, that wish came true 
in the person of her dear friend, Peter Jacoby.

The Suite Modale was written in the last 
years of Bloch’s life, while living in a home overlooking the 
ocean at Agate Beach. Ernie told me that he used to visit his 
grandfather at the Agate Beach house often, and together 
they would walk up and down the seashore, talking and col-
lecting agates. 

Ernie wrote, “The emotional tug of war (so to speak) about 
purchasing a very large vacation home took a lot of energy 

for [my grandfather] to decide to buy it. During his whole life 
he sought “peace, solitude and nature.” This led him to leave 
Switzerland, move to the United States at a dangerous time 
(1916)…then Cleveland Institute of Music and then to San 
Francisco Conservatory of Music. The Hass and Stern fami-
lies in San Francisco, were wise to encourage him to “go com-
pose music, anywhere you want.” The Oregon Coast provided 
exactly what he had sought in location and, emotionally, was 

where he was able to do just that.”
Prior to Sunday’s performance, Ernie 

read a bit from his aunt’s book. He spoke 
primarily of the piece but also shared a few 
memories of his grandfather. Peter Jacoby 
commented that, as he became more famil-
iar with the piece—and now associating it 
with the coast at Agate Beach—he realized 
how similar to the ocean the piece seemed.

It was a great honor for us to be able 
to perform this piece for the composer’s 
grandson. Even though Clare and I are 
moving this month to be closer to our own 
grandchildren in Northeast Portland, we 

intend to return often to visit our American Plaza Tower 
friends and, hopefully, share more musical moments.

    —John C. McNeur

photo: Ernest Bloch II (Ernie), John McNeur, & Peter Jacoby 
after the performance November 16.

FRIENDLY REMINDERS

Elevator Postings
The two slots in each elevator are for posting Management 
and Association announcements only. Security will remove 
other items, as happened recently with a flyer for a dog 
walking service. Businesses seeking clients in American 
Plaza may advertise in Tower Talk. Residents may post 
notices on Info Center bulletin boards for community and 
charitable events, items for sale, and ads for leasing or selling 
their units or garages. Include name and posting date on the 
notice. Notices will be removed after 30 days.

Terrace Safety
As long-time residents know, powerful winds sweeping down 
the Willamette can wreak havoc on our terraces. Chairs, 
tables, thermometers, barbecue covers, and pots have “taken 
flight” during storms. Garden unit residents are especially 
vulnerable. Please secure items on your terrace. Our Rules & 
Regs forbid objects on top of the terrace walls (except in gar-
den units) or attaching anything to the exterior of the railings. 

Garage Walking
With the arrival of cooler temps and high winds, many AP 
residents are taking their daily walks in the garage. For their 
safety, please be extra cautious when driving. Stay within the 
10 mph speed limit, don’t cut corners, and be extra cautious 
when backing out of your parking space. 

                                                  —Barb Fagerstrom
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