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ing the resident data contained within them than our 
previous management company. The boxes are old, have 
failing parts, and cannot be repaired. The new boxes will 
be installed soon.

Let it also be known that NBS is not the cause of the 
change in plaza-level parking rules, or how the rules are 
enforced. Now that the new rules have been adopted and 
mailed out, it seems that some believe little thought went 
into the rule revisions and that there was no opportunity 
for owner input. We have had committees working on the 
rules, all of them, for years. Every one of the rule changes 
has been carefully considered by many people. Residents 
have had ample opportunity to contribute to this effort all 
along, and the final, proposed rules were posted for some 
time prior to the Board adopting them. The members of 
the Board were, absolutely, aware of both the positives 
and the negatives, particularly surrounding the plaza-level 
parking rules, at the time that they voted to adopt them. 

Let’s give the new rules a chance to work. If they raise 
issues, we will adjust.

Make An Appointment
Your concerns, thoughts and ideas are important to me! 
Contact me at 503.642.3678, email kentyrr@gmail.com 
or visit my website at http://kentyrr.com. Let’s sit down for 
a half hour or so, and I will give you my whole attention.

Chairman’s Chatter —Ken Tyrrell

Tower Talk is a monthly publication of the American Plaza 
Towers Condominium Association. Its purpose is to inform, 
educate, and build a sense of friendly community by ac-
curately and impartially reporting Plaza news, regulations, 
and events.

 Editor & Designer: Dennis Stovall.
 503.332.9793 or towertalknews@gmail.com
 Advertising: Athena Demccutac.
 ath.dem.ad@gmail.com

Cover Photo: Portland, Oregon; 1879 Bird’s-eye-map; 
Digital Id g4294p pm007220; Credit: Library of Congress, 
Geography and Map Division

Submit copy to Dennis by the 23rd of the month for the 
subsequent issue.

APTCA Website: 
 Americanplaza.org (ActiveBuilding)
 Submit to: concierge@americanplaza.org

The products and services offered by advertisers are not 
endorsed by Tower Talk or any other entity of APTcA.

I attended the recent “Meet the 
Candidates” meeting, along with 40 
other residents, in hopes of getting 
some idea of which candidates would 
receive my household’s vote during 
the upcoming Annual Meeting. I 
must say that I was impressed by the 
thoughtfulness demonstrated by their 

responses to the audience questions. 
Under the flickering track-lights in Sivers Lounge, we 

talked about Board transparency, ownership input, land-
scape planting selections, major upcoming projects such 
as the Lincoln and Grant water pipes and stacked window 
systems, management company performance, how the 
management company interfaces with the Board, project-
oriented committees, resident “constructive” participa-
tion, the importance of the Reserve Study and adequately 
funding the reserves, strategic direction, whether manage-
ment manages the Board or the other way around, the role 
of the Board and the management company, providing 
feedback, communications, resident input, open meet-
ings, the website, opportunities to address a committee or 
the Board, engaging proper and independent expertise to 
oversee work on major projects, elevator performance, as-
sociation dues, special assessments, earthquake insurance, 
special assessment insurance, anticipating infrastructure 
capacity needs for the future (particularly electrical), and 
the impact of the soon-to-open Orange Line MAX along 
Lincoln Ave. Oh, and plaza-level (or, “guest”) parking 
rules—there was quite a bit of discussion about that.

All of that in just a little over an hour. I came out of the 
meeting with a pretty good idea of who I’ll be voting for, 
but I also learned that there are some misunderstandings 
and rumors among our residents that need to be addressed. 

American Plaza Towers has seen a lot of change in the 
past year. I’d go into that in some detail, but I’m trying to 
save that for my Chairperson’s Report at the Annual Meet-
ing. Change can be really, really hard. And confusing. And 
there’s a lot going on around here, so it’s difficult to keep 
up with things, I know. 

I want to clear up a few things that I’ve been hearing 
lately, which are causing some people needless concerns.

Let it be known that our new management company, 
NBS Multifamily, did not break or otherwise “cause” the 
problems with the lobby call boxes (or “entry systems”) in 
our towers. Nor are they any better or worse at maintain-
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Our new website, https://americanplazatowers.activebuilding.com/ 
is ready for use. If you go to the above website and register, you will 
go to the main page. You will be asked about your interests, and if 
you check any boxes, you will be entered into that group. You don’t 
have to participate, but if you’re looking for other people to talk to 
about your hobbies, for instance, it’s a place to start.

At the top right corner on the page, you will see notifications. 
You’ll see a number if there are any notices for you. Typically these 
will be mail to be picked up, a message for you or reply to a question, 
or a maintenance request that hasn’t yet been resolved.

There are also instructions below that, scrolling across the 
screen, to sign up for automatic payments for your HOA dues.

On the far left-hand side is a list of services. You can request a 
parking pass for a visitor, for instance. You can also leave a message 
for specific people on the management team.

You can post messages to other residents individually, as a group, 
or to a specific interest group. The website also contains a calendar 
of events. There is a link to all the documents that are available 
related to the Board, various committees, and documents for all the 
owners or all residents.

APTCA Website

Board Meeting Highlights | March 26, 2015 Regular Meeting

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Open Forum—A resident spoke regarding the poorly-
functioning call box and lobby directory in Madison Tow-
er. It was clarified that an upgrade is underway, and new 
boxes for each tower will be installed in April.

Residents are reminded that no rental of APTCA units 
for fewer than 30 days is permitted, pursuant to our Dec-
larations and Bylaws.

Current projects to maintain our property
•	 An	 elevator	 consultant	has	 toured	our	buildings	
and	will	be	engaged	soon.

•	 A	 terrace	painting	vendor	 is	 contracted	and	will	
begin	work	in	Grant	and	Madison	Towers	in	May.

•	 The	basic	installation	of	Wi-Fi	is	nearly	complete.	
A	use	of	Wi-Fi	policy	will	be	created	before	it	 is	
made	available	for	resident	use.

•	 Caulking	on	guest	parking	deck	will	resume	in	May.
•	Garage	 cleaning	 methods	 continue	 to	 be	 re-
searched.	 There	 will	 be	 no	 garage	 cleaning	 in	
March,	but	cleaning	will	 resume	with	one	more	
dry	clean	in	April,	to	be	followed	by	a	hot	wash	
in	May.

•	 Re-piping	project	research	continues.
•	 Breezeway	 lights	 replacement	 project	 is	 still	 in	
process.

Other benefits
•	 A	document	shred	event	is	scheduled	for	April	27,	
2015.	Residents	can	drop	any	clean	paper	they	want	
shredded	into	receptacles	in	each	lobby.

•	 A	new	Resident	Manual	is	expected	to	be	ready	by	
the	Annual	meeting.

The next Regular Board Meeting is scheduled for May 28,  
2015 at 6pm.

Check out the website for yourself, and you might find easier 
ways to meet other people, or learn about events, or contact the 
Concierge Desk. NBS will be giving seminars soon on how to use 
and navigate the website, so you can go to those if you’re having 
trouble figuring out the site itself.

—Shari Ramseur

—Barbara Bousum, Secretary
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NBS Update
—Angelina Campbell, Site Manager

Current Maintenance Projects
American Plaza Dryer Chase Cleaning
The main dryer chases that in all three towers have finally been 
cleared after 30+ years. This was quite an undertaking. With no 
advance knowledge of the American Plaza chase infrastructure, the 
contractors were challenged with exactly how to best tackle this 
project. This made it very difficult to give residents advance notice 
of unit access. In the end, the project was a success and APTCA is 
a lot healthier and safer.

A special thank you to all the residents who were able to arrange 
access with very little notice. 

HVAC Preventative Maintenance
Last December, the onsite engineering team began monthly preven-
tative maintenance on the American Plaza HVAC equipment for all 
three towers. Much of the HVAC access and equipment is located 
within the APTCA resident storage units. We will be giving the af-
fected residents advance notice in coordinating storage unit access. 
Please note that the engineering team will need continual monthly 
access to these units in order to perform the preventative mainte-
nance and achieve the full life expectancy of the HVAC equipment.

APTCA Garage Wash/Sweep
The garage sweep process was heavily debated. We took note of the 
resident concerns and have come up with an alternate process.

Following one more garage sweep in April, we will schedule 
what is called a garage wash immediately after. The garage wash will 
use a 3500 @ 10 GPM PSI HOT wash. Snug’s Pro Wash will clean 
the parking garage deck and rinse the lower (4) feet of the interior 
walls. They will attempt to lighten or remove all stains. This will 
require all residents to relocate their vehicles during this process. 
We will try to coordinate parking tower-by-tower. After the garage 
wash, the dust will be considerably more manageable when we re-
sume monthly garage sweeps. 

Upcoming Projects
Balcony Painting
All terrace walls and railings will be painted at Grant and Madison 
Towers starting May 1st. The cost of the project will be reduced 
if we are able to paint the balconies in succession. Cooperation in 
coordinating access will be imperative to the success of the project. 
We will need everyone’s patience and cooperation as the painters 
will need access to the terrace(s) through each unit’s front door; 
they will not be scaling the sides of the building for this project. We 
will be reaching out very soon to schedule unit access floor-by-floor.

Homeowner Unit Maintenance Recommendations
Proper home maintenance should follow a regular schedule. There 
are monthly, seasonal, annual, and semi-annual activities and tasks 
that need to be done to keep your home systems running efficiently 

and your appliances protected from unneeded wear and tear. Pre-
ventive maintenance can avoid expensive repairs; extend the life of 
your appliances; and in some cases, reduce energy consumption.

The following is a list of recommended in-unit product replace-
ment and service time frames for typical household items.

Product              Replacement/Service Time Frame
Washing Machine Hoses  Replace every 4–years
Smoke Detector Batteries  Replace every 6 months
Smoke Detectors   Replace every 8–10 years
Heat Pump Filters  Replace Every 3–6 Months
Heat Pump Service  Service annually 
Water Heater Service  Service annually
Refrigerator Water Filter  Replace annually
Shower valves and new seals. Replace annually
Flood stop valves    Check annually (and replace  
    batteries annually)

 
Onsite maintenance may be able to assist with some of the listed 
items. Please contact NBS management for details.

American Plaza Lobby Call Boxes
The American Plaza lobby call boxes are old, and due to their age, 
replacement parts are no longer available, so the call boxes can no 
longer be repaired.

It was approved in the February board meeting to purchase new 
lobby call boxes. 

The new call boxes are scheduled to be installed mid-April. 
On site staff will conduct a tutorial for each tower on how to 

operate the new call boxes once they have been installed. Please 
note that on the date of the installation, there will be no call box 
service and you should arrange alternate communication with your 
APTCA guests.

Paper Shred Event: April 27–May 1
We have arranged for a resident paper/document shred event.

On April 27th, Iron Mountain will be providing five, 65-gallon re-
cycle containers for residents to drop their sensitive paper documents 
in. One recycle container will be placed in each tower mail room. The 
two additional recycle containers will be located at Lincoln to handle 
any overflow of documents. The Recycle containers will be picked 
up on Friday May 1st and taken to the Iron Mountain facility to be 
shredded. We will then receive a certificate of destruction.

Homeowners Insurance
Per the APTCA Bylaws, proof of homeowners insurance is to be 

provided by homeowners and kept on file with management. NBS 
management will be requiring a copy of your proof of Homeowners 
insurance. See Friendly Reminders for details.

Please submit a copy of your homeowner’s insurance declaration 
page to onsite management by April 30, 2015
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APTCA Annual Meeting
Thursday, April 16

University Place Hotel (next door)

Columbia Falls Room

By now, all owners should have received their Annual Meeting Packet. 
If you have not, please contact NBS. If you are attending the meeting, 
please return the RSVP Card by April 13th. If you will not be attend-
ing the meeting, please complete the blue Proxy form and follow the 
“Voting Options” instructions outlined in the letter from the Board. 

5:00 pm: Check In Begins

5:30 pm: Complimentary Dinner

7:00 pm: Meeting Begins

If you are attending only the meeting (not having dinner), please arrive 
by 6:30pm to register prior to the start of the meeting. 

There is no free parking
New Parking Rules Apply
Did that get your attention? In fact, we all pay for the privilege of pro-
viding free parking to guests and vendors. That’s what the new parking 
permits are meant to preserve, and with that comes the inconvenience 
of permits for our guests. But that’s how we can keep people who are 
not our visitors from taking our spaces. It’s been a problem, and it has 
potential to be a bigger one if folks think they can use our lot as a Park 
’n’ Ride next to the new MAX station.

The new rules are not meant to be punitive, nor do they need to be 
more than a minor inconvenience, even less. As with any new routine, 
it’s not routine the first times. Fortunately, it’s easy.

We don’t need to personally deal with each visit differently than in 
the past. We don’t need to go to the Concierge each time someone visits. 
Each of us can register a list of our frequent visitors with the Concierge 
(you can include license plate numbers or remind guests that they’ll 
need to leave theirs when they get the permit). Our frequent guests sim-
ply pick up a new permit each day they visit—or we can register longer 
stays. And for one-time guests, we can let the Concierge desk know the 
details and the guest can pick up a permit). That’s easier than hunting on 
the street, plus it’s “free.” 

—Dennis Stovall

“The Great Vent Clean Out of 2015” 
is history! The last bit of lint debris 
was hauled away March 26th. As a 
result, your drier may be performing 
more efficiently and we can all feel 
safer now that a potential fire hazard 
has been removed. 

In addition to cleaning out the 
chases buried behind unit walls, ac-
cess panels (which did not exist be-
fore) were installed in certain units 
on “division floors” of each tower—
where the debris for floors above is 
sucked out by fans on the roof and for 
the floors below by fans in the base-
ment. Having access to the chases on 
these floors should make future clean-
ings easier and presumably less costly.

Residents can do their part by re-
moving lint from the dryer filter after 
every use and keeping clean the flex 
pipe that connects the dryer to the 
vent chase. The hose should also be in-
spected periodically for tears or other 
defects and replaced immediately if 
damaged. 

—Barb Fagerstrom

Lint-Free!

Photo by Dave Fagerstom
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Day Trippin’ Part 3

Walk north on the Southwest Pedes-
trian Trail past the Lovejoy Fountain 
and you’ll come to Pettygrove Park, 
which has a dense tree canopy that 
shades grassy berms and basalt stone 
walls. At the southeast corner of the 
park you’ll see a reflecting pool and a 
bronze sculpture of a reclining wom-
an by Manuel Izquierdo called The 
Dreamer. His work was commissioned 
in 1979 by the Portland Development 
Commission. 

Follow the path west to the Mont-
gomery and 5th Avenue’s Transit 
Center and the Portland State (PSU) 
College of Urban and Public Affairs 
and PSU’s bookstore where the Max 
Green and Yellow lines converge. 

You’ll see 12 sculptures along SW 
Sixth Avenue between SW Hall and 
Mill Streets, including Urban Hydrol-
ogy by Fernanda D’Augustino. Placed 
in bioswales along the sidewalk are 
large granite diatoms that reflect envi-
ronmental science research at PSU. 

Head west to the South Park 
Blocks, where the Portland Farmers 

Market is held year round on Saturdays. 
It was established in 1992 founded 
by three local activists. Their idea of 
putting regional farmers together with 
shoppers, who increasingly wanted 
fresh produce, caught on. Today there 
are more than 250 vendors at six sites 
in the city with sales of nearly $6 mil-
lion annually. 

Overlooking the market is the 
Simon Benson House, PSU’s alumni 

center. Philanthropist and logger 
Simon Benson had this grand Queen 
Anne style house built at 11th and 
Clay around 1900, but the city con-
demned it in 1991 after it had fallen 
into disrepair. Through donations 
from more than 1000 individuals and 
businesses, the house was moved to 
the PSU campus and restored.

Continue walking on Montgomery 
to PSU’s Science, Research and Teach-
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ing Center. Placed over the entrance is an open canopy called 
Entrium Light Cloud. Composed of curving aluminum fins, the 
sculpture activates and shades the main entrance to the building.

Turn left and continue walking through the PSU campus to 
the Walk of the Heroines. Located at the juncture of PSU and 
the South Park Blocks, and adjacent to the Peter Stott Center & 
Recreation Field, you’ll come to the Walk of the Heroines and a 
sculpture, Knight of Tomorrow. This is a series of walls with the 
names of women who have contributed to the life and creativity 
of our society. 

Continue ahead toward Hoffman Hall and then left around 
the back of the Recreation Field toward a building that looks 
like a tipi. You’ll be greeted by a tall totem and more artwork as 
you approach the front entrance. This is the Native American 
Students and Community Center (NASCC), located on Jack-
son Street the west end of SW Broadway, just before the 405 
Freeway. Part of PSU, the Community Center offers workshops, 
rental space, and a twice monthly talking circle. 

Head north on Broadway, away from the freeway, to a red 
brick building, Shattuck Hall Ecological Learning Plaza. This 
research facility is devoted to sustainable building practices and 
currently features living walls and roof systems, solar panels, and 
permeable paving. Students in Architecture, Engineering, and 
the Green Building Research Lab created the structures in this 
valuable learning space for students and the public. 

The entire Day Trippin’ walk is about 2 miles at a nice casual 
pace. Please let us know if you’d like to join us in the future. 

*Grateful acknowledgment to Wikipedia. 

—Text by Susan Nunnery; Photos by Linny Stovall

Page 8: Top right: The Dreamer; bottom left to right: granite di-
atomes, Portland Farmers Market plant stands and food vendors.
Page 9: Clockwise from top: Entrium Light Cloud, the Walk 
of Heroines through PSU campus, Totem outside the Native 
American Students and Community Center
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We’ve been having fun at Movie Night, every 
other Friday at 7:00. You can come after 
Happy Hour, and enjoy a movie with your 
friends and neighbors.

4/10 Avatar (2009) PG-13 Directed 
by James Cameron. Starring Sam 
Worthington and Zoe Saldana. A 
science-fiction epic with breathtaking 
special effects, and a message about 
ecology that is sure to be understood 
by Oregonians!

4/24 Moscow on the Hudson (1984) R 
Directed by Paul Mazursky, starring 
Robin Williams and Maria Conchita 
Alonso. This is a comedy that will 
tug at your heartstrings. Williams 
plays a Russian musician who defects 
while visiting New York City with 
his Moscow-based circus troupe, and 
learns to adapt to his new home.

Movie Night
—Shari Ramseur

5/8 An American in Paris (1951) Not 
Rated. Directed by Vincente Min-
nelle, starring Gene Kelly and Leslie 
Caron. A musical romance about an 
American painter who falls in love 
with a talented young Parisian dancer.

Coming soon will be more comedies, 
suspense, science fiction, a Western, a classic, 
and a few you’ve probably never heard of but 
I hope you’ll enjoy.

Plaza Calendar
April 7 to May 7, 2015

Special Event
April 16: Annual Meeting. See page 5.

Social Activities
Movie Night: 7:00pm, Board Room

—April 10: Avatar
—April 24: Moscow on the Hudson
—May 08: An American in Paris

Friday Happy Hour: 5 to 7pm,  
Lincoln Lounge

Closet Crafters: April 11, 1:00pm,  
Lincoln Lounge

Committees & Board
Board: Annual Meeting April 16 

  No regular meeting
Comms:  April 27, Lincoln   

  Lounge, 7:00pm

Design: April 8, Lincoln Lobby,  
  4:00pm

Exercise:  May 6, Lincoln   
  Lounge, 7:00pm

Finance:  April 20, Lincoln   
  Lounge, 5:30pm

Landscape:  April 7 & May 5, Lin- 
  coln Lounge, 5:00pm

   

Classes
(All held in Sivers Center)

Tai Chi Self-Directed: Mondays 6:15pm

Tai Chi Balance: Tuesdays 7pm & Thurs-
days 10am; Thursday, April 9th Class 
Cancelled

Yoga: Tuesdays & Thursdays 8:30am

Strength & Conditioning: Mon, Wed 
& Sat 9:30am

Water Aerobics: Now twice a week.
Every Weds & Fri, 11am to 12pm 

New Group: “AP Cat Club”
Next meets April 21 at 4:00pm

At Alma Cunningham’s
Please RSVP at 503.223.9298
Everyone welcomed!

Free Onsite Document Shred 
 April 27-30th

See “NBS Update” for details.

—Compiled by Barb Fagerstrom

—Compiled by Barb Fagerstrom

Insurance Coverage
From Warren Deras: I wonder how many owners are aware of a new requirement added by 
the bylaws adopted last year. In Article 8 (which deals primarily with the APTCA insur-
ance policies), buried at the end of section 8.7, is this: “Owners and tenants of all Units shall 
procure and maintain comprehensive liability policies having combined limits of not less than 
Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000) for each occurrence.” $500,000 is more than the 
liability coverage on a typical homeowner or condo policy. The best way to do this is to get an 
umbrella policy, and I always recommended to my law practice clients more than $500,000. 
These policies are relatively cheap (unless you have a driver under age 25). 

Home Sharing
Our Bylaws (Section 7.13) prohibit short-term rentals (fewer than 30 days) or providing hotel-
type services to transient tenants. Consequently, owners and renters cannot participate in 
Airbnb, or any other home sharing program, unless the rental is for at least 30 days. 

Contractor Working Hours
Working hours are from 8:00am to 5:00pm, Monday through Friday. No remodeling work is 
allowed on weekends or on the following holidays (except for emergencies): New Year’s Day; 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day; Easter; Memorial Day; Independence Day; Labor Day; Rosh 
Hashanah; Thanksgiving Day and the day after; Christmas Eve (after 12 noon) and Christ-
mas Day; and New Year’s Eve (after 12 noon) and New Year’s Day. Please make certain your 
contractor observes these rules.

Friendly Reminders



Issue 3 – April 2015 – 9

Incidents & Concerns
Date Concern Action Date open/closed
Carry-over 
from 2/15

Heavy dust in garage from sweeping Possible “garage wash” option. (See NBS 
Report)

Open, requires board input

3/2/15 Car in garage made a “360” turn 
causing another car to swerve to avoid 
collision.

Under review. Open

3/5/15 Graffiti carved into metal door panels 
of elevator in Grant.

Under repair. In progress

3/10/15 Multiple resident complaints re: new 
parking policy

NBS recording complaints for possible 
changes to policy.

Open (see “There’s no free 
parking” article)

3/10/15 Newly installed WiFi cables to Sivers 
clearly visible.

Installer & NBS investigating ways to 
decrease visibility.

Open

3/12/15 Car accidentally parked in wrong space 
in garage. Owner of space had car 
towed.

Driver mistakenly parked in wrong space. 
Required parking stickers will allow NS 
to identify & attempt to notify owners to 
prevent mistakes in towing.

Closed 3/15/15

3/16/15 Resident complaint of noise. NBS investigating. Open

Categories of Concerns, this month/year to date:
Carts 0/1 Graffiti 1/1 Maintenance 0/3 Noise 1/1

Parking Garage 1/1 Parking Policy 50+/50+ Rules & Regs 0/1 Vehicle Towing 1/1

–compiled by Dennis Stovall

Transitions
After 10 years at American Plaza, Grant residents Carol and Dwight Wallace are heading “up the hill” to start a 
new life at Terwilliger Plaza. Dwight was production manager of TT for several years and Carol was involved in 
numerous activities—usually as a crusader or “stop-gap” volunteer.

Carol joined Tower Talk soon after arriving in 2005, starting off as a writer and then serving twice as a tempo-
rary editor. If it weren’t for her, there probably wouldn’t be a Tower Talk today. She brought it back to life after it 
went dormant in 2012 and in 2014 turned it over to a new staff headed by John McNeur and now Dennis Stovall.

She served for one year on the AP Board to finish the last year of a vacated 3-year term and was a “Get-Out-The 
Vote” volunteer for passage of the revised Declaration and Bylaws. She temporarily restored the Social Committee 
when it was without a chair, keeping its “meeting-and-greeting” of new residents going and helping organize two 
holiday parties until a new chair was found. 

She spearheaded a successful AP petition drive to allow residents to vote for design options for the redecorating 
of Sivers Lounge, which is now the policy for all common area upgrades. On behalf of the Yoga class, she fought 
the expansion of the Sivers Exercise Room into the Board Room, convincing the board that there were better uses 
for the space.

Socially, she helped continue the Mahjong group, and most recently, she and Gena Hardin established the AP 
Cat Club. She’s looking for someone to help continue the club as she and Dwight retire to Terwilliger Plaza. We 
wish them well in their new home and thank them for all they did at AP.

—Barb Fagerstrom
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comprised of those 
now-coveted old houses 
that you’ll see on a walk 
through Lair hill. And 
they were the norm—
right here. As a matter 
of fact, my best guess is 
that my maternal great 
grandparents lived in 
the same place I do.

My grandmother 
was born on the train 
en route from some Gulf port, 
through Denver, to Portland. They 
settled just off of SW 1st & Lincoln. 
My great grandpa was a press mechanic 
for the old Oregon Journal and my great 
grandma was a baby factory. They were 
Jews from Brodi, Poland, who arrived 
here in the late 1880s or early 90s’.

I can recall the last years of this 
as an immigrant community. Even 
while I was at the UO in the late six-
ties, I’d stop on my hitchhikes home 

When Linny and I moved into Grant 
Tower last August, I recall reading an 
interesting Tower Talk article on the 
history and development of this neigh-
borhood, our Towers, and the two 
greenways from here to Clay Street 
that were once 2nd and 3rd Avenues. It 
was fascinating, and it made me think 
about my own experience with that 
period of Portland’s urban renewal.

Many of you may know that 
this part of town—up to Shattuck 
School and the Park Blocks and south 
through Lair Hill—was Stumptown’s 
immigrant community. Jews and 
Italians arriving here in the late 1800s 
populated it well into the 1960s. It was 
a vibrant place—anything but a slum, 
really, though there were certainly 
some shabby conditions and a need 
for better housing and infrastructure. 
There was poverty, but I never saw 
demoralization in dozens of visits. 
Mostly, it was a lively neighborhood 

The Old Neighborhood

to The Dalles and visit my grandma. 
On a given day, there might be several 
older women speaking Yiddish on her 
porch, while next door, the conver-
sations were in Italian; then they 
defaulted to English in the banter 
between. It was about to change 
dramatically. Suddenly. My re-imag-
ined image of those women on their 
porches is a still life now.

My memories of the neighborhood 
are more vivid from a much earlier 
time, when I was a little boy whose 
point of reference was high desert and 
the unpeopled vastness of the Colum-
bia River Gorge. Portland was amaz-
ing. My grandma’s block was another 
world. Back before our neighborhood 
changed. It was amazing.

Just down the street was Corson’s 
Deli, where Italian and Jewish men 
would hang around in the back room 
drinking cheap Italian wine and tell-
ing stories. Around the corner was 
Mosler’s Bakery (best bagels ever), 
and up the street was Mrs. Neushin’s 
Pickles. Amazing scents. Confusing 
accents. A changing Portland.

Of course, by the time I went to 
college, the kids of the immigrants 
had assimilated—moved away and 
weren’t interested in the old ’hood. 
And the immigrants had been re-

The old nieghborhood shortly before it was demolished for 
urban renewal. You can see early street connections.

—Dennis Stovall

Here, the view north shows the 1st Avenue overpass spanning the I-405 excavation in the 
foreground, and to its right is the larger, more complex overpass and intersection of routes 
on what is now Naito Parkway.
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duced to the widows. When Ira Keller laid out his plan for this end of the city 
(the end of a neighborhood), those old women were easy to push aside—their 
houses condemned and their community destroyed. They were scattered 
around the city in various apartments or moved in with relatives, but some-
thing important was erased, and sadly, once they were scattered, they no longer 
thrived.

So, it’s ironic that I find myself here. I had bad feelings about what was done 
to a community, and I looked at the Towers as monuments—not to renewal, but 
destruction. Time passes. Times change. Yes, they do.

Welcome to the new neighborhood.
—Dennis Stovall

Photo credits: City of Portland Archives (parc@portlandoregon.gov). Clockwise from pg 10
•	 City Auditor - Archives & Records Management - Auditors Historical Records - A2004-

001.1009   South Auditorium area before urban renewal clearance.JPG
•	 a2005-001-848-sw-1st-and-lincoln-north-1963-2.jpg
•	 a2005-001-774-foothill-freeway-i405-from-sw-1st-west-1965-2.jpg
•	 City Auditor - Archives & Records Management - Auditor s Historical Records - A2004-

002.3582   Aerial   I-405 Freeway construction and South Auditorium urban renewal area.

Grainy 1965 photo of the excavation for I-405 looking west from the overpass on SW 1st 
Ave. The large building straight ahead is the Travelodge Portland and Suki’s Bar & Grill on 
4th Avenue.

This 1963 photo seems to have been taken from our corner of SW 1st & Lincoln looking 
due north.

An update from SAGE, 
our increasingly active 
neighborhood

South Auditorium Greenway Environs 
(SAGE) has a strong presence in our 
neighborhood. Two months ago, we 
were asked to participate in the Green 
Loop project as PSU graduate students 
make suggestions for the Green Loop 
route for bicycles and pedestrians 
through our neighborhood (see March 
Tower Talk). 

In addition, SAGE has been asked 
to participate in a survey of those living 
in our neighborhood. The project is led 
by PSU Asst. Professor Lee Shaker, who 
teaches Political Science and Com-
munications. Among his many awards 
was the John Eliot Allen Outstanding 
Teaching Award, Portland State Uni-
versity, 2014. No wonder his classes fill 
up as soon as offered. 

Professor Shaker will lead a group 
of 35 or so graduate and undergradu-
ate students as they develop a survey 
to gather opinions from residents, 
students, small businesses, and other 
institutions about characteristics of our 
neighborhood. As one resident said, 
“When I tell people where I live, they 
say, ‘oh, that was the area that was (ei-
ther very colorful or blighted) and was 
torn down.’” We are more than that!

 What do we have that characterizes 
our neighborhood now? What are the 
issues of livability? Who are we? How 
can we describe ourselves? 

We will have a chance in May to 
help develop a different image of where 
we live.

And, the future…
For a report about future develop-

ment at University Place and nearby Tri-
met properties go to: http://www.pdx.
edu/planning-sustainability/lincoln-
station-development-strategy.

It is long (45 pages), but has lots 
of maps, diagrams, and photos, so less 
onerous than it appears at first glance. 
On page 16, 2nd paragraph, is a state-
ment of what the study thinks of our 
neighborhood. Check it out!

—Judy Buffo
 SAGE Facilitator



Beat the Heat Special
“ They are quiet, they provide comfortable temperatures year round, and they cost you 1/3 

to 1/2 the cost to operate of your current system”

Install a one or two zone ductless heating and cooling system and receive one FREE indoor 
unit.  Also receive additional rebates and tax credits up to 

$2,600.00
BRUTON COMFORT CONTROL has been serving American Plaza residents for over 28 years.

Call now for a free estimate for this limited time offer 503-626-7477.

CCB# 65296
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Still reaching for a new experience? I found one at the recent meeting 
of the AP Cat Club, hosted by Anne Olsen and her cat, Emi. 

As we were about to say goodbye after entertaining each other 
with cat stories, Anne announced that she was getting ready to leave 
town on an extended vacation and was worried about her pet mice 
(house mice, not the field variety). She had found a college girl who 
would stay in her condo and take care of Emi but didn’t share the same 
enthusiasm for the mice. To resolve the dilemma, Anne was planning 
to give them away. Why not? I thought. They would be a surprise and 
diversion for my cat, Shanti. It would be easy to do since they came in a 
fancy cage and wouldn’t notice being moved.

Shanti was very excited about them maybe more as lunch than as 

A magic number
1.  Take a four digit number, such as 6174;
2.  Make the largest number with those digits: 7641;
3.  Make the smallest number with those digits: 1467.
4.  Subtract the smallest number from the largest number;
 7641
 1467
 6174

playmates. His efforts to get the cage open have been creative…but un-
successful. The 1st night I slipped out quietly and found him curled up 
against the cage sound asleep but the cage had been tipped over spill-
ing mice food and litter all over the floor. The next night he managed 
to open a small door on the side of the cage but couldn’t reach them. 
Wisely, the mice decided against exploring the condo and curled up to 
sleep in a spinner at the top of the cage. And so it went. Shanti is now 
sitting by the cage making more plans for tomorrow no doubt. 

If you are a cat lover, check out the information for the next meeting 
of the AP Cat Club in the Tower Talk Calendar and join us if you can.

—Gena Hardin

A cat and mouse story

Try it with different numbers:
1.  Take a four digit number, not all the same digits;
2.  Make the largest number with those digits:
3.  Make the smallest number with those digits:
4.  Subtract the smallest number from the largest number;
5.  Use the “answer” to repeat the process until you arrive at 6174

—Alan Hoffer

Thinking!



!
!
!
!

¥ Highrises Realty offers 1% seller's commission.        
¥ We recommend 2.5% to buyers' agents,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

or a total commission of 3.5%.                                           
¥ Highrises provides 100% Service, like any other 

full-service brokerage.  

 

 
 

Stuart Stevens, Broker 
503.858.4089 

                      email: sstevens@highrises.com !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!www.sstevens.highrises.com  
 

Contact Me For A Complimentary Market Analysis .  

 

!

1%!Listing!Fee,!
100%!Service!

!
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!

!!!!
General!Contractor!

 REMODELING*
 CUSTOM*CABINETRY*
 TILE*&*STONE*
 PAINTING*
 MAINTENANCE*&*REPAIRS***

*

20!PLUS!YEARS!EXPERIENCE!AT!
AMERICAN!PLAZA!CONDOMINIUMS!

!
REFERENCES!AVAILABLE!UPON!

REQUEST!
!
!

CALL!FOR!A!FREE!ESTIMATE!
BARRY!PAPPENHEIM!(503)680I4362!

RYAN!VERBOUT!(503)680I4068!
PAPPENHEIMINC@HOTMAIL.COM!

!
!!!
!
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 Highrises Realty offers 1% seller's commission.        
 We recommend 2.5% to buyers' agents,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

or a total commission of 3.5%.                                           
 Highrises provides 100% Service, like any other 

full-service brokerage.   

Here's an example of the savings:  If you're selling a 
$400,000 condo, you would likely pay $24,000 (6%) 
with a traditional brokerage. With Highrises Realty, you 
would only pay a total of $14,000 (3.5%), preserving 
$10,000 worth of your equity!  

 

 
 
                                               Stuart Stevens, Broker 

       503.858.4089 
                              email: sstevens@highrises.com 
                                     www.sstevens.highrises.com  

 
      Contact Me For A Complimentary Market Analysis. 

 

 

 

            
                          Dr. Thomas Flath 
                       2075 SW First Avenue, Suite 2M  
                      Portland, OR (503) 226-6659 

 New Patients Welcome! 
 

This Month’s Special:  Exam and X-rays free to 
New Patients           

 General Dentistry 
 Cosmetic Dentistry 
 Teeth Cleaning 
 Crowns & Bridges 
 Implant Restoration 
 Dentures 
 Emergencies 
 Teeth Whitening 
 

A Beautiful Smile is the Essence of Well-Being. 
A Healthy Smile is Essential to Being Well. 

 
DIRECT INSURANCE BILLING 
OFFICE HOURS:  8 AM – 5 PM 

Conveniently located at the corner of SW Lincoln and 
SW First Avenue – across the street from Lincoln. 

 

1% Listing Fee, 
100% Service 

 

AmericAn PlAzA SPeciAliStS for 15 YeArS

Jan Huffstutter, Principal Broker | 503.515.3344
Jerrene Dahlstrom, Broker |  503.890.7297

www.americanplazatowers.com

#1823 Grant – SOLD!!
2 bdrm/2 bath, 1332 Sq Ft., Laundry Room
Mt Hood/River Views!  - $453,000

For Sale in Mid-April!!  
Lower level 3 Bdrm/2 Bath
Open Kitchen - $535,000

Current Plaza Realty Listings/Sales

Parking Spaces wanted for purchase!
Please contact us if you have one you would like to sell one.

Demand for American Plaza Condos is VERY High
Available Condos for Sale are at an All-Time Low!

We are being contacted frequently by other brokers and potential buyers about any American 
Plaza condos that may be coming on the market. It is a great time to sell!

Call today if you are considering selling now or in the future! Plaza Realty has been involved in
60% of all of the condo sales in the Plaza over the last 12 months. We will get you results!!
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