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Chairman’s Chatter
Most organizations have a “Strategic
Plan,” although APTCA does not. A
year ago, when I was elected Chairman, I announced a committee called
“Strategic Planning.” It was premature, to be sure, as we had so much
work ahead of us (insert everything
the Association accomplished over
the last year here) that we had no hope to focus on a future
more distant than next month. However, I believe we are
fast approaching that day when we can begin to form a
strategic plan for the future.
Per wikipedia:
“Strategic planning is an organization’s process of defining
its strategy, or direction, and making decisions on allocating its resources to pursue this strategy. It may also extend
to control mechanisms for guiding the implementation of
the strategy. Strategic planning became prominent in corporations during the 1960s and remains an important
aspect of strategic management. It is executed by strategic
planners or strategists, who involve many parties and research sources in their analysis of the organization and its
relationship to the environment in which it competes.
Strategy has many definitions, but generally involves setting goals, determining actions to achieve the goals, and
mobilizing resources to execute the actions. A strategy describes how the ends (goals) will be achieved by the means
(resources). The senior leadership of an organization is
generally tasked with determining strategy. Strategy can
be planned (intended) or can be observed as a pattern of
activity (emergent) as the organization adapts to its environment or competes.”
The idea, as it applies to APTCA, is to project ahead
several years, to identify what/where we want to “be” then,
and make goal statements and identify tasks that will lead
us toward that eventual outcome.
One example (which needs work!) might be:
Maintain an integrated platform solution on one common database which provides comprehensive back-office
functionality (such as processing assessment payments,
printing and mailing deed restriction letters, and processing accounts payable) and community association
management functionality (performed by community
management experts that perform high-touch, in-perIssue 4 – May 2015 – 2

—Ken Tyrrell
son tasks such as managing vendors and meeting with
boards of directors), including a community portal with
role-based options, and support for mobile platforms.
By way of explanation: This would insulate the Association from loss of data and/or disruption which may be
caused by a change in property management providers, for
example, and maximize visibility, transparency and realtime data access for all constituents (including board members, committee members, residents, and vendors), creating
higher trust and credibility. The more seamless, standardized, and automated that the information exchange is, the
higher the quality of service and process control, the lower
the chance of mistakes or fraud, the higher the customer
satisfaction, and the lower the cost of service. The better
the technology platform, the higher the process clarity and
the higher the standard of accountability. Everyone wins.
In any case, this is just one small facet of our Association, and similar goal/task statements should be constructed
for all areas and compiled into a “Strategic Plan.” Following that, budget expenditure requests should be measured
against the “Plan” as part of the decision-making process.
Make An Appointment
Your concerns, thoughts and ideas are important to me!
Contact me at 503.642.3678, email kentyrr@gmail.com
or visit my website at http://kentyrr.com. Let’s sit down
and I will give you my whole attention.
Tower Talk is a monthly publication of the American Plaza
Towers Condominium Association. Its purpose is to inform,
educate, and build a sense of friendly community by accurately and impartially reporting Plaza news, regulations,
and events.
Editor & Designer: Dennis Stovall.
503.332.9793 or towertalknews@gmail.com
Advertising: Athena Demccutac.
ath.dem.ad@gmail.com
Cover Photo © Linny Stovall
Submit copy to Dennis by the 23rd of the month for the
subsequent issue.
APTCA Website:
Americanplaza.org (ActiveBuilding)
Submit to: concierge@americanplaza.org
The products and services offered by advertisers are not
endorsed by Tower Talk or any other entity of APTCA.

2015 APTCA Annual Meeting of Owners Highlights
—Barbara Bousum, Secretary

On April 16, many APTCA owners gathered for dinner and elections at the University Place, next door. The
quorum was achieved, and the 2014 Meeting Minutes of
both the Annual Meeting and Special Meeting held in
May 2014 to accept the restated Declarations and Bylaws
were approved. Also, the IRS Ruling 70-604 Resolution
was approved.
Chairman’s Report | Ken Tyrrell spoke on the status of
the Association.
The past year was a busy one for the Board of Directors and Committees. Some achievements are:

Treasurer’s Report | Allison Leak explained that Reserve funds are now managed by Board, not the property
manager. We are in good shape with $1.5 million on
hand, but unavoidable costs are ahead, due to our aging
infrastructure: i.e., the re-piping and window replacement projects. Despite the balance in reserves, a special
assessment will be necessary to fund these projects.
Committee Reports were presented by Communications, Design, Education & Training, Executive, Exercise, Finance, Landscape, Safety and Security, and the
Social Task Force.

• Took the big step to change property managers,
and NBS began managing our property on August
1st, 2014.
• Approved the updated Declarations & Bylaws.
• Finalized updated Rules &Regulations.
• Established a Transition Committee to facilitate the
management transition to NBS.
• Completed final edits on a new resident manual, to
be distributed soon.
There is also a significant number of initiatives, now
in progress, all thanks to many community volunteers on
committees and the Board of Directors.

Election of Directors
The five Candidates for three 3-year terms were introduced: Terry Dunn, Ray Fields, Larry Meissner, A. J. Stoll
(absent), and Kathy Stuttaford. Each attending candidate
spoke briefly; the ballots were collected. Terry Dunn,
Larry Meissner, and Kathy Stuttaford were elected.
During an Open Forum, neighbors spoke about
many subjects, including adding security cameras,
concern about concierge service, new carts in recycling
rooms, SAGE group advocacy, the re-piping project, and
anticipated neighborhood changes with new Tri-Met
MAX service.

New & Retiring Directors
Terry Dunn, Larry Meissner, and Kathy Stuttaford were elected to
the APTCA Board of Directors at the Annual Meeting April 16th.
Each will serve a full three-year term.
They join six other owners to form the 2015–2016 Board: Barbara Bousum, Kathy Crozier, Doug Darling, Allison Leek, Ken Tyrrell, and John Wish. The new board will elect officers at its monthly
meeting May 28th.
Joan Johnson and Ron Till chose to not seek reelection and have
retired from the board. We thank them for their hard work and
dedication. In addition to her regular duties as a director, Joan was
a key player in two special projects during her three-year tenure. She
headed up the “Get Out the Vote” campaign for the adoption of the
revised Declaration and Bylaws and was a member of the Property
Management Task Force.
Ron was on the board from 2009–2015 and is proud to report
that he missed only one of the many regular and special meetings
held during that time. He was on the Rules Work Group for three
years, chaired the Exercise Committee for a brief time, helped with

the Decs and Bylaws campaign,
and served as
board liaison to
the Landscape
Committee.
While Joan
and Ron are no
longer on the
board, they will
continue to serve
our community.
Joan is currently
chair of the Design Committee and Ron has been heading up the Finance Committee for the past year. We’re sure both of these committees will benefit
from their leadership and knowledge.

—Barb Fagerstrom
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NBS Update
—Angelina Campbell, Site Manager

American Plaza Call Boxes

The new call boxes for all three towers are scheduled to be
installed the week of May 4th. Once installed a brief tutorial on how to use the call boxes will be given for residents.
During the actual installation of the call boxes, there will
be no call box availability. Please coordinate with your
guests appropriately.

APTCA Resident Insurance

As a reminder, the Board requires proof of your current
homeowners/renters insurance with a requirement of
personal liability in the amount of $500,000. Please submit
your insurance Declaration page to management by June 1st.

Garage Wash

The APTCA garage wash has been postponed. We would
like to coordinate the garage wash with restriping the parking garage for a clean polished look. It would be best to have
residents relocate their vehicles once rather than twice. Once
we have bids and contractors in place we will send out notification of the event.

Resident Manuals

The APTCA resident manuals have been completed and
are ready to distribute.
The resident manual is a 3-ring binder containing EVERYTHING APTCA. The manual is a resident reference
to your APTCA HOA governing documents, policies,
communications, utilities and so much more.

Periodically there will be information and or updates
that will be available in print form for residents to add to
their resident manual.
This was quite a big project and one binder per unit was
created. In the future should you sell or vacate your unit,
the resident manual can be turned into management for
future residents, or remain in the unit.
Management will coordinate distribution of the manuals to the APTCA residents.

Grant & Madison Balcony painting – REMINDER

Balcony painting will begin on Friday, May 1st. The painters will work Monday through Friday 8am to 5pm and are
contracted to paint 15 patios per day. At this rate, with a
total of 341 patios to paint, we expect the entire project to
take about 23 working days. The work will begin on the
26th floor of the Grant tower and continue in succession
to the 1B level. From Grant, the work will continue on the
22nd level of the Madison tower and continue in succession
to the 1B level. Work will be dependent on dry weather.
You will receive a call the day before work is to begin in
your unit to alert you of the painter’s arrival. On the day of
the work, the painters will knock on your front door and
access the patio through your unit.

The Lincoln Pool

Maintenance has been busy prepping the Lincoln pool to
open over the Memorial Day weekend.
Remember your sunscreen!

Incidents & Concerns
It was a light month for both, with nothing unattended among the
concerns, but the principal incident was major. That was the water
spill and damage in Madison that affected a number of residences,
as well as the foyer.
4/17: Garage patrol car speeding.
4/18: Madison carts are too small and steer poorly.
4/18: Vacuuming being done while exercise class in session in
the board room, and doing it before would stir up dust.
4/18: Resident not notified of time-sensitive delivery.
4/26: Large waste basket in the Lincoln Information Center
was removed and needs to be returned.
4/21: Lincoln Lounge heat was on over the weekend.

—compiled by Dennis Stovall
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New Concierge Team Member
Steven Krasinski has been hired to join the concierge
team here at American Plaza. Steven is tech savvy,
and annually holds a charity event to benefit building schools in other countries. Steven will be training
with Kirby and Site Manager, Angelina Campbell,
starting April 30, 2015. Please welcome Steven to the
NBS team at American Plaza.

New Exercise Room Guidelines Explained
—Bob Crumpacker, Chair, Exercise Committee
In July of 2014, I received an email from a resident who
had been in the Sivers exercise room walking on one of the
treadmills and had observed an incident that she found
disturbing enough to report to our committee.
According to the resident’s account, a young woman
and her two small children—ages estimated at 3 and 5—
came in so the woman could use a treadmill. While she
ran, her kids wandered around the exercise room following their interests.
The little boy found an exercise ball, which has a sticky
surface, and threw it at his mother’s treadmill. The ball
caught on the treadmill’s track and was pulled beneath the
treadmill, lifting the treadmill’s rear end about 35 degrees
into the air while its front end remained on the floor. The
woman was able to stop the treadmill and the exercise
ball exploded. She then quieted the boy, removed the
ball, righted the treadmill, and got back on the treadmill
to complete her workout while the kids played with the
weights and the remaining exercise ball. After her mother’s run, the little girl, who was shoeless, wanted to walk
on the treadmill and her mother obliged.
The resident who witnessed all of this was horrified
and justifiably concerned for the safety of the children—
enough so to send me the email asking what the association’s policies were regarding children in the exercise
rooms. Unfortunately, there were neither rules nor policies
covering exercise room safety.
At our next Exercise Committee meeting I read the
resident’s email to the committee members and asked
them what we should do. Almost everyone there had seen
children playing in the exercise room unsupervised while
their parents exercised and had similar concerns regarding exercise room safety. Their unanimous response was
that we should write a set of rules governing exercise room
conduct. So, rules were written, critiqued, rewritten, and
finally submitted to the board for their approval.
About the same time, a Rules Work Group was formed
to examine all the association’s rules. The board sent our
Rules proposal on to the Rules Group for their evaluation.
In the course of their study, the Rules Work Group discovered that excluding anyone from any of a condominium’s
facilities amounted to discrimination and told us that our
rules could not be used.
Still feeling a need to post something in the exercise
rooms regarding safe conduct, we rewrote the rules in the

form of “Guidelines For the Safe and Courteous Use of
the Exercise Rooms.” These were sent to the board and approved with the addition of the 10th item (by then several
sets of dumbbells had been stolen from the exercise rooms)
and sent back to the Exercise Committee.
Here are our guidelines in their final form and soon to
be posted in our exercise rooms.

Guidelines for Safe and Courteous
Use of Exercise Rooms
1. Exercise at your own risk.
2. It is dangerous for children to use the exercise equipment. Their safety in the exercise areas is the responsibility of their parents or guardians.
3. Shoes are strongly recommended.
4. Limit the use of an exercise machine to twenty minutes
beyond the time someone else has expressed an interest in its use.
5. Use equipment correctly. Consult the machine manuals,
if necessary.
6. Replace weights, benches, and mats after their use.
7. Clean perspiration from exercise machines.
8. Please report malfunctioning equipment promptly to
NBS (971.888.4103) or an Exercise Committee member.
9. Turn off the fans and lights when not in use.
10.All equipment is the property of APTCA and is not to be
removed from this room.
Thank you.

Move-Outs

Grant—Jerrile Desaro. Jeffrey Lachman. Ron
Crosier. Carol and Dwight Wallace.
Madison—Faye Tayler.

Move-Ins

Grant—Robin Singhvi. Lorraine Sherman.
Madison—William & Mary Kay Brennan. Jim &
Judy Heltzel.
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR
Judy Buffo: Engineer. Artist. Activist.
Engineer

Many of us at the Plaza know Judy Buffo for her stunning fused glass creations and her community activism. Fewer of us may know that she holds a
degree in industrial economics from Purdue University. IBM hired her right
out of college as a systems engineer. While at IBM from 1960–66, she designed the first in the world on-line stolen vehicle and wanted person system
(for the Chicago Police Dept.) and the first “Just in Time” inventory system
for automobile assembly (for Chrysler Motors).
Her career at IBM ended in 1966 when she was forced to leave the company after she became pregnant with her first child. She continued to use
her analytical skills by founding, with her husband, Datasphere Computer
Systems in 1982. The firm’s Terra Software, which Judy designed, was sold
to hundreds of farms nationally and was used by Texas A&M to teach cost
accounting for farms and ranches. In 1991 she founded Telluric Enterprises,
which imported fair trade goods from Ecuador, Guatemala, and Peru.

Artist

Judy became interested in glass making in 1970, the year she and her late husband moved to Portland from Toledo,
Ohio. They wanted to create glass cabinet doors for their kitchen and Judy’s husband took stained glass lessons from a
teacher who went on to found Bullseye Glass. When Judy moved into American Plaza 29 years later, she wanted glass
cabinet doors for the condo and looked online to see if Bullseye still existed. It did and was shipping glass worldwide. She
began taking classes there on fusing glass into artistic display pieces, fell in love with the process—and a new career and
hobby was born.
For Judy, creating fused glass pieces is a balance between art and technology and allows her to use both the creative
and analytical parts of her brain. She designs and cuts the pieces of glass in her Madison “studio” (2nd bedroom), then
uses the kiln and other special equipment at Bullseye to complete the piece. Many of us have seen her creations the past
few years at the “Trunk Show” in Sivers Center. You can see her latest works and info on upcoming shows on her website
(judybuffoglass.com) and Facebook page.

Activist

Judy is a driving force in SAGE (South Auditorium Greenway Environs), a group of representatives from American Plaza, Harrison East and West, and Portland Plaza that have joined together to speak as one voice for our area. The group’s
goal is to minimize the impact of pending changes coming to our neighborhood, particularly next door at University
Place and along the Halprin Sequence. She’s especially excited about a new campaign underway to “Brand our Neighborhood” to give it a better identity. For more on that, see her column on page 10.
But nothing brings Judy more joy than spending time with her family: partner Ernie Bloch, her two children and
four grandchildren. She met Ernie in 2007 at the 75th birthday party of then resident Margaret Clark. They hit it off
immediately and have been a couple at the Plaza ever since! She has a son (Corey) and daughter (Laura), both of whom
work for government agencies in Washington, D.C.—Corey with EPA and Laura with the U.S. Trade Representative.
With her children and four grandkids all within a few miles of each other, she spends a lot of time in our nation’s capital.
On her most recent visit, she and her daughter sat in the Presidential Box at the Kennedy Center for a performance of
“Sleepy Hollow” by the Washington Ballet.
This girl of the Midwest has made it big in the Northwest—and we’re pleased that she’s made American Plaza her
home since 1996.
—Barb Fagerstrom and Carol Wallace
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Photo Submittals

HAWK WATCH—Grant residents Joanne Jene and Nancy
Rangila got a close-up look at a local hawk when he landed on
their terrace wall in late February. “He was probably searching
for a breakfast item,” Joanne said. There’s no word on whether
or not he was successful. Photo by Joanne Jene.

Who caused the Madison flood?
I did. But I cannot account for the lapse in my ordinary attentiveness—
like not turning off the kitchen faucet.
After spaghetti for supper, I put the pot in the sink to soak before I
hurried to Sivers for the Friday night movie. I settled into a comfortable
chair, turned off my phone, and enjoyed Robin Williams. Two hours later,
I found a phone message from our concierge, Svetlana, asking if there was
water running in my place. There was. I found the kitchen sink quietly
bubbling over. I turned off the faucet. The rug was soaked and the garbage
pail under the sink was overflowing. (Luckily I had emptied it that afternoon .) I pulled out a stack of towels and began swabbing. Svetlana and
Luke arrived with more towels and headed to my sixth floor neighbor who
had called when she saw rain failing from her kitchen ceiling.
Thanks to NBS, within the hour an emergency crew from JR Johnson
Co. arrived. Hitting every apartment in our stack, they began the arduous
process of containing and then drying out the flood. They bill themselves
as “Emergency Response/Catastrophe Restoration” specialists. They found
water in the walls and cabinets as well as on the floors. Their goal was to
dry everything as soon as possible. So huge, noisy dehydrators were rolled
in and hooked up for the weekend. Holes were drilled to allow hot air to
penetrate. Wet flooring was removed. Even the lobby was cauterized.
I was in a state of shock. I met my 6th floor neighbor for the first time
and apologized. We commiserated. A neighbor on 3rd gave me a welcome
shot of whiskey. Then I retreated to my place to watch the professionals
dismantle my kitchen and the wet wall behind.
Before they left at 3am, I had an interesting conversation with the young
men working there. Perhaps a bright side to this episode: long unemployed, they were thrilled to have the work, especially at night and on a
weekend when they earned time and a half as “on call” laborers.
This saga is only beginning. My insurance claims adjuster will reckon
my losses and negotiate with other insurance companies what each will
pay for seven floors of damage. Which raises more than just philosophical
questions about the cost of collectivity. As members of a condominium,
the costs of our domicile are shared with others. Insurance is the primary
tool we use to balance our risks.
I deeply regret the burden I have laid on my neighbors. I wish it hadn’t happened, but it did. It has raised my awareness of how closely connected we are,
stacked above one another, if not personally, then certainly by our water pipes.

—Elsa A. Porter, Madison 742, April 28, 2015

Lincoln Concierge Station and Office Project

BIRD’S EYE VIEW—A shot of our courtyard from above.
Photo by Joanne Jene

Soderberg Design was selected by the Design Committee to undertake
the management office/concierge station project in Lincoln Tower. The
committee interviewed three firms before making this selection.
Chris Soderberg, the head designer, is currently working on the
project. We expect we will have a design presentation available for
owners to see the week of May 25th.
Some have suggested they would prefer the concierge station to be
more centrally located. However, to operate efficiently it is important
that the concierge and management offices be located together and Lincoln is the only tower with the available space. Lincoln is also the only
tower with restroom availability on the main floor.

—Joan Johnson

Issue 3 – April 2015 – 7

Day Trippin’ Part 4
called South Portland. The park has
Portland’s version of summer is here several pieces of public art, a children’s
and it’s a great time to explore our playing area, and a tennis court.
On the periphery of this 3-acre park
neighborhoods. Walk south on 1st Avenue about 5 blocks and turn right/ is the Cedarwood Waldorf School lowest on Porter to 2nd Avenue where cated in Neighborhood House, which
you’ll see the Carnegie Annex, part of was built in 1910 as a settlement house
Portland Parks and Recreation. This for European immigrants. The pre1930s building was originally a library, K to 8th grade school was formed in
now guarded by a mighty beech tree, a 1997 with only four children.
Continue west on Porter, where
Portland Landmark Tree.[1]
you’ll
enjoy a row of Queen Anne-style
Continue walking on Porter to the
historic Lair Hill Neighborhood and homes, one with a stained glass attic winthe Lair Hill Park, part of an area once dow featuring a watchful blue jay. [2]
Turn right/north on SW Barbur
and you’ll see a 1950s style curved
building with a horizontal orange
stripe. It was a YMCA, but was sold
to Allstar Fitness, which closed nearly
three years ago; it has just been bought
by Under Armour (see Judy Buffo’s
SAGE Report). Follow the concrete
walk around the right of the building
through the rhododendrons and look
for a narrow, dirt trail that heads up
the hill.[3] On your right is Duniway
running track with a cushioned synthetic surface and large digital clock.
Continue on the dirt trail where
you’re among old-growth cedar trees.
As the trail elevates slightly, stay to the
right at the fork. The path levels out at
1 the 14-acre Duniway Park Lilac Garden[4] featuring benches and horse
shoe pits. Named after writer and
newspaper publisher, Abigail Scott
Duniway, the area was once the site of
Portland’s first Italian settlement.
At the northwest end of the park,
you’ll be on SW Terwilliger Blvd.
Walk left up the hill and you’ll see
several prominent structures on Marquam Hill. The VA Portland Health
Care System, also known as the VA
Hospital, is a 277-bed facility that
2 serves more than 85,000 veterans each

Parks and Hikes and Art, Oh My!
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3
year in Oregon and Southwest Washington.
Continue walking up and you’ll see
the Casey Eye Institute, OHSU’s academic regional eye center, named after
James and George Casey, founders of
United Parcel Service.
Near the top of the hill you’ll see the
Portland Aerial Tram, aka the OHSU
Tram. [5] Cross the street and hike
up the gravel stairs directly under the
Tram’s path. Inside OHSU, take the

4

5
elevator and follow signs for OHSU’s
Kohler Pavilion on the 9th floor.
Follow signs to the Women’s
Health Center and exit one of the
glass doors to the outside deck to enjoy incredible views up and down the
Willamette River. The outside garden
features benches and sculptured waterfountains.[6] Walk down the outside
steps to the 8th floor and you’ll come
upon a glass round with a turtle in a
children’s play area. A few feet away
is a sculpture by world-renowned artist Sophie Ryder, “Lady-Hare with
Dog”—the hunted (hare) embraces
the hunter (lurcher dog).[7]
Take the elevator to the 7th floor
and follow directions to the Tram. As
you walk the through the corridor to
the Tram, you’ll pass a remarkable collection of watercolor paintings. These
three floors of the Peter Kohler Pavilion feature a collection of over 100
artworks much of it from donations by
members of the OHSU Foundation.
As you wait for the Tram outside,
you’ll see Mount St. Helens, Mount
Adams, Mount Hood, the Willamette
River and our towers.[8] The Tram is
closed on Sundays.
From the base of the Tram, there

6

7

Photos: Page 8: 1 Portland Landmark Tree, 2 Watchful blue jay, 3 Curved building and rhododendrons, 4 Dunaway Park Lilac Garden.
Page 9: 5 Portland Aerial Tram, 6 Sculptured water fountain 7 Lady-Hare with Dog by Sophie
Ryder, 8 American Plaza Towers from the hospital.

are several options to return to the Towers: up the stairs, across the Gibbs Street
Pedestrian Bridge and through Lair Hill (featured in Day Trippin’ Part 1), along
the waterfront (also in Part 1), or via public transportation.
Note: This walk has a good incline with many stairs. While it’s probably about
3 miles, it can be a very enjoyable, leisurely walk. Feel free to join us in the future.
—Susan Nunnery & Linny Stovall
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Plaza Calendar Movie Night
May 7 to June 7, 2015
Social Activities

Movie Nights: 7:00pm, Board Room
—May 08: An American in Paris
—May 22: Pat and Mike
—June 05: Guardians of the Galaxy
Friday Happy Hour: 5 to 7pm, Lincoln Lounge
May 29: May Special Celebrations Potluck & Cake.
Closet Crafters: May 9, 1pm, Lincoln Lounge
Cat Club: May 19, 4pm. RSVP to YuLong Moy.

Committees & Board
Board:		
Comms: 		
Design:		
Exercise:
Finance:
Landscape:

May 28, Board Room, 6pm
May 25, Lincoln Lounge, 7pm
May 13, Lincoln Lobby, 4pm
June 3, Lincoln Lounge, 7pm
May 18, Lincoln Lounge, 5:30pm
June 2, Lincoln Lounge, 5pm

May and early June
If you haven’t joined us yet for Movie Night
(usually held every other Friday in the Sivers
Board Room), maybe you’ll find something
appealing coming soon.
Our schedule for the next few showings
is:
May 8—An American in Paris, starring
Gene Kelly and Leslie Caron, from
1951, not rated, 113 minutes. In a
romantic city, an artist and a dancer
fall in love. Not too surprisingly, their
courtship involves dancing.
May 22—Pat and Mike. A different sort
of romantic comedy Spencer Tracy
plays a sports bookie who thinks he’s
found his next star athlete (Katharine

—Shari Ramseur
Hepburn). Too bad for him she’s got a
mind of her own. 1952, no rating, 95
minutes.
June 6—Guardians of the Galaxy (2014),
PG-13, 121 minutes. A science fiction
epic, based on a comic book series, featuring a group of unlikely heroes who
must overcome their own conflicts to
save the galaxy.

Classes: All held in Sivers Center

Tai Chi Self-Directed: Mondays 6:15pm
Tai Chi Balance: Tuesdays 7pm & Thursdays 10am
Yoga: Tuesdays & Thursdays 8:30am
Strength & Conditioning: Mon, Wed & Sat 9:30am
Water Aerobics: Now twice a week. Every Weds &
Fri, 11am to 12pm.

Calendar Updates and Changes are posted daily on
our website: americanplaza.org (Active Building). If
you haven’t signed up for the website yet, ask the
Concierge to help you set up an account.

—Compiled by Barb Fagerstrom

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Garage Washing & Re-striping

The garage wash is scheduled for June 2nd–4th
The garage wash will use a 3500 psi
at 10 gpm hot wash. Snugs Pro Wash will
clean the parking garage deck and rinse the
lower four feet of the interior walls.
They will attempt to lighten or remove
all stains. This will require all residents to
relocate their vehicles during this process.
Simultaneously, we will be painting the
parking lines and numbers for a clean, likenew finish.
Management will be coordinating the
relocation logistics of the resident vehicles.
Your vehicles will only need to be moved
once during this process.

—Angelina Campbell, Site Manager
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May SAGE Update (South Auditorium Greenway Environs)
Nine Portland State undergraduate students, two graduate students and Professor
Lee Shaker met with three SAGE members
to begin a the design of a survey of our
neighborhood. Possible topics to include in
the survey were discussed. The students will
complete the survey design and then gather
information from businesses, students,
renters, and condominium residents. There
will be more details later after everyone,
including board members and NBS have
weighed in about the most effective and
least intrusive way to reach our residents. In
June we will have the data and as a community, figure out who we are!
New Neighbor
East Coast sportswear company Under
Armour will lease space in a nearly 70,000 sq-ft
former YMCA that sold last week, marking a
significant increase in the company’s Portland
operations. They will be new neighbors just
to the south of Duniway Park. Link to the
Business Journal article is:
Under Armour makes bold Portland expansion, will lease former YMCA—Portland
Business Journal or go to: bizjournals.com.
Proposed development at 4th and Harrison (think
grocery store)
The development has been sent “back to the
drawing board” a few times to find a design

that will be economically viable and yet not
massive. The developer has come up with a
revision of the original design and the following quote is from Staci Monroe, of the
city of Portland Land Use Services:
The applicant has tentatively scheduled
a return Design Advice hearing with the
Design Commission on 6/4. A notice of
the hearing will be posted on the site and
emailed to neighborhood associations
21 days before the 6/4 hearing. Staff will
prepare a Memo to the Commission a week
before which includes our conclusions of
the revised proposal. You can check the
agenda for confirmation of the hearing
and associated documents at http://www.
portlandoregon.gov/bds/42441.
Staff has been working with the applicant on ways to address the Design
Commission concerns of the prior hearings
and in general the changes are moving in a
positive direction. Once we have a formal
submittal we will provide a formal response.
I am hopeful that we will have more
information soon and can post a Design
Review meeting date on Daily Digest and
the elevator. Also check facebook.com/
FriendsofSAGE

—Judy Buffo

Things to do; Places to go
Keller Auditorium

Saturday, May 9, 7:30 PM
Show Boat, presented by Portland Opera
Wednesday, May 13–May 23, various times
The Phantom of the Opera national tour.

Newmark Theatre

Monday, May 11, 7 PM
Dr. Patricia Churchland, “Touching a Nerve: The Self as Brain”
2015 OHSU Brain Awareness Lecture Series. Tickets: $31
and $57.
Monday, May 18, 7 PM
Dr. Robert Stern, “Breaking the Brain: The Impact of
Concussion at Any Age”
2015 OHSU Brain Awareness Lecture Series. Tickets: $31
and $57.

Oregon Historical Society

Saturday, May 9, 10 AM
Oral History Workshop: Jim Strassmaier & Michael
O’Rourke, former OHS Oral Historians.
Basic information on how to get started, interviewing
techniques, effective procedures, and standards for
recording, documentation, and preservation of your
work. Presented in association with the Oregon Labor
Oral History Program of the Pacific NW Labor History
Association & the Labor Education and Research
Center (LERC), University of Oregon. $20, $15 for OHS
members.
Tuesday, May 12, 7 PM
Rick Atkinson on World War II. Hatfield Historians
Forum Lecture held at First Congregational Church.
Atkinson is a best-selling author, Pulitzer Prize winner,
and Washington Post journalist. He is the author of the
Liberation Trilogy, a narrative history of the liberation of Europe in World War II. Tickets start at $22.50,
purchase online or at the door .
Monday, May 18, 7 PM
“WWII Veterans Tell Their Stories”—A Panel of WWII
Veterans: Paul Meyer, Art Sorensen, and Ellen Johnson
Thronson. Held at McMenamins Kennedy School
Theater. FREE

Pioneer Courthouse Square

May 29–June 9, 2015
Portland 2015 Festival Of Flowers. Each year the Square
works with a local artist or design firm to create a masterpiece of vibrant color utilizing nearly 20,000 flowers
and plant material. FREE.

Portland Art Museum

May 16, 12:30 PM
Midday Art Breaks
FREE Second Wednesdays for members or with
Museum admission. Tour of one of the Museum’s permanent collections or special exhibitions with a curator,
Museum educator, or special guest.
May 21, 9:15 AM
Art & Conversation
FREE Third Thursdays for adults 55 and over.
Coffee at 9:15 AM, lecture at 10:00 AM
May 22, 5–8 PM
FREE Fourth Friday of Every Month

Portland State University

Thursday, May 7, 6:30-8 PM
Third Annual Walk of the Heroines Lecture: “Recipes for
Racial Tension Headaches: A Critical Race Vegan Journey.” Dr. A. Breeze Harper discusses how racial justice,
racism, and neoliberal whiteness are embedded even
within ethical food movements. SMSU 238.
Friday, May 8, 3 PM
“Jihadist and Islamist Antisemitism in Turkey: Between
Hate and Political Gain.” Prof. Kemal Silay discuss
political and social motives behind a rising tide of
Jew-hatred within the country. Sponsored by Center for
Turkish Studies, The Middle East Studies Center, Mark
O.Hatfield School of Government, Division of Political
Science, Department of International and Global
Studies, the Harold Schnitzer Family Program in Judaic
Studies, and World Affairs Council of Oregon. College of
Urban and Public Affairs, Second Floor Gallery.
May 9, 2015, 5 PM
Sanskriti Indian Cultural Night celebrating tradition
with authentic Indian food, cultural dances, music,

skits, standup comedy, live DJ.
PSU Smith Memorial Student Union, Ballroom
Tickets: $10 General Admission, FREE for PSU students
w/ID, $5 Children (under 12)
May 14–17, May 20–24, May 27–30
Molière’s The Misanthrope translated into English verse
by poet Richard Wilbur, presented by The School of
Theater + Film
Lincoln Boiler Room Theater, LH 55
Check for times and tickets at PSU Box Office
Tuesday, May 19, 8 PM
PSU Chamber Choir presents The Little Match Girl
Passion. Experience the music where it is set - outdoors,
at dusk - and learn about the fight against homelessness in Portland. In conjunction with New Avenues for
Youth. Tom McCall Waterfront Park, Naito Memorial
Fountain (near SW Ankeny. Rain location: Saturday
Market Pavilion). FREE.
Friday, June 5, 6:30-8:00 PM
Zongzi party to celebrate the Chinese Dragon Boat
Festival with presentation on Chinese traditional
holidays and legends of Dragon Boat Racing. Come
eat Zongzi, learn how to make Zongzi, and practice
speaking Chinese with native speakers (Zongzi are rice
dumplings with meat, peanut, egg yolk, or other sweet
fillings wrapped in bamboo leaves). 4th floor of SBA
building, Room 490
Tuesday May 19th, 6:00 PM
“How to Stage a Bloodbath:Theatricality and Artificiality at the Roman Arena.” Dr. Garrett G. Fagan, Professor
of Ancient History at Penn State University, presents
a lecture on an understudied aspect of Roman arena
spectacles—evidence for stagecraft— and explores
the reasons why the producers of games went to such
lengths to theatricalize them. Sponsored by Friends of
History. SMSU RMs 327/8/9.

Tom McCall Waterfront Park
May 22, 9:45 PM
Rose Festival Fireworks. FREE.

—compiled by Linny Stovall

Ponder This
The Möbius Strip: It is a one-sided shape which exists in three dimensions;
You can make a Möbius Strip by taking a long strip of paper, twisting it once, then
taping or gluing together the ends. By drawing a line along one side of the strip without
lifting the pen you will be drawing on the other side. That shows the twisted strip has
just one side; so it is of one dimension.
Another cool shape, is the Klein Bottle. A Klein Bottle is a two-dimensional figure in
three dimensions. It is not easy to make, but some folks at American Plaza have one.
As you can surmise, Möbius and Klein are names of famous mathematicians, not just
good thinkers. 						—Alan Hoffer

Copyright (c) 2005: David Benbennick; http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Möbius_strip.jpg.
Copyright (c) 2006: TtTrung; http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Klein_bottle.svg.
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Three Residents Reflect on the Mount St. Helens Eruption of May 18th, 1980
—Susan Nunnery
Mount St. Helens Volcano erupted 35
years ago this month on May 18th, 1980,
depositing ashes in eleven US states and five
Canadian provinces. Fifty-seven people were
killed.
At 7:05pm on June 12, a plume of ash billowed 2.5 miles (4.0 km) above the volcano.
At 9:09pm a much stronger explosion sent an
ash column about 10 miles (16 km) skyward.
This event caused the Portland area, previously spared by wind direction, to be thinly
coated with ash in the middle of the annual
Rose Festival. (Oregonian, January 28, 2008)
The fallen ashes became a significant problem
for the City of Portland, and the mayor eventually threatened businesses with fines if they
failed to remove the ash from their parking
lots. (Oregonian, December 31, 1989)
Shirley Carlo, one of the original
residents, moved into the Grant Tower in
1976 as the building was being completed.
She recalled that day 35 years ago and how
she saw the great puffs of smoke from her
north-facing window, confirming what the
news media had featured for several days. “It
was a Sunday when it fully erupted. I could
see it as I was driving down the Terwilliger
Curves. Then there were big black plumes
that seemed to go on and on, rolling around
and shooting up high.” When I asked Shirley
how she and the other residents reacted, she
recalled that “it was far enough away and not
likely to hurt us, but it was heading east and
really buried Spokane.” Shirley remembered
thinking more about those who lost loved
ones on the mountain and those who were
injured, as well as those who lost livestock
and agriculture.
When Shirley drove north toward Seattle
a few weeks later, she remembered seeing barkless trees and bare branches along the edges
of Interstate I-5. Ashes were pushed to the
sides of roads like snow in thick, high piles;
plant life and shrubbery were barely existent.
“A year later,” she said, “I saw vegetation

Photo by Matt Kennedy: commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mt_St_Helens_Eruption_March_8,_2005.jpg

growing up out of the ash. I’ll never forget it.”
Candy King moved into the Lincoln
Tower with her mother in 1972, the year
it was built. “We were on the 6th floor and
couldn’t see the mountain but we could see
the cloud far away. The radio and television
news had been predicting for weeks that
Mount St. Helens would erupt because there
had been so many shakings.” Candy said
residents weren’t scared but just didn’t know
what was going to happen. “Ashes were the
problem. For a day or two after, lots of ash
came down on our balcony; we did lots of
cleaning. We bought masks from the store
and wore them.” Although Mount St. Helens
is 50 miles north of Portland, she recalled
that the Rose Festival was impacted and
that the airport was closed for a day or two.
(Candy kindly lent me two books published
after the eruptions: Mount St. Helens—Holocaust; a Diary of Destruction and Mount St.
Helens—the Volcano of Our Time.)
Allan Shleifer was vacationing in Hawaii
when Mount St. Helens first erupted on May
18th, 1980. On the day of the second eruption

he was moving into his condominium on
the 22nd floor of the Grant Tower. “We were
sitting around in bathing suits, enjoying our
cocktails and just watching it blow in the
distance. But the ashes were everywhere;
even on our furniture that was outside the
building waiting to be brought upstairs.
Everything had to be cleaned.” Locally, it was
mostly damaging to a car’s finish.
Allan is now retired but still owns and
pays weekly visits to Shleifer Furniture on
Grand Avenue in Portland. He recollected
buying boxes and boxes of face masks to give
out to employees and customers because the
ash was so heavy. “People just kind of went
on and did what they did, but wore the face
masks to help them breathe. People didn’t
overreact. We just hoped for a good rain to
wash it all away.”
Allan pointed out the window to the
metal sculpture adjacent to our Plaza Parking. “That was our family’s home in the ’30s
and ’40s. I lived there, at the corner of 2nd and
Sherman until the 8th grade.”

Portland Fire Department Shoutout
A huge and grateful shoutout to the Portland Fire Department for the free home safety check recently. They’ll check for fire and safety
hazards, answer questions, and provide you with a checklist of recommendations for keeping your home and loved ones safe from fire. Call
503-823-3487 or email your request to homesafetycheck@portlandoregon.gov. PS, they were fabulous and I learned a few new things.

—Susan Nunnery
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1%!Listing!Fee,!
100%!Service!
Highrises Realty offers 1% seller's commission.
We recommend 2.5% to buyers' agents,
or a total commission of 3.5%.
Highrises provides 100% Service, like any other
full-service brokerage. 
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Stuart Stevens, Broker
503.858.4089
email: sstevens@highrises.com
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!www.sstevens.highrises.com

Contact Me For A Complimentary Market Analysis.
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General!Contractor!
 REMODELING*
 CUSTOM*CABINETRY*
 TILE*&*STONE*
 PAINTING*
 MAINTENANCE*&*REPAIRS***
*

!!!
!

20!PLUS!YEARS!EXPERIENCE!AT!
AMERICAN!PLAZA!CONDOMINIUMS!
!
REFERENCES!AVAILABLE!UPON!
REQUEST!
!
!
CALL!FOR!A!FREE!ESTIMATE!
BARRY!PAPPENHEIM!(503)680I4362!
RYAN!VERBOUT!(503)680I4068!
PAPPENHEIMINC@HOTMAIL.COM!
!
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American Plaza Specialists for 15 Years
Current Plaza Realty Listings/Sales
#122 GRANT – NEW LISTING!!
Bdrm/2 Bath, 1593 Sq Ft, Open Kitchen
Laundry Room, 2 Balconies - $475,000

#101 LINCOLN – NEW LISTING!!
2 bdrm/2 bath, 1483 Sq Ft., 2 Balconies
High End Finishes & Nice Extras! - $479,000

#1021 GRANT – PENDING!!
2 Bdrm/1.5 Baths, 1267 Sq Ft, Natural Light
New Carpet, Paint & Updates - $369,000
Plaza Realty has been involved in over 60% of all of the condo sales in the
American Plaza during the last 12 months. If you are thinking about selling
now or in the future, we are happy to discuss the process and opportunities.
We will get you results!!

Jan Huffstutter, Principal Broker | 503.515.3344
Jerrene Dahlstrom, Broker | 503.890.7297

www.americanplazatowers.com

1% Listing Fee,
100% Service




Highrises Realty offers 1% seller's commission.
We recommend 2.5% to buyers' agents,
or a total commission of 3.5%.
Highrises provides 100% Service, like any other
full-service brokerage.

Here's an example of the savings: If you're selling a

$400,000 condo, you would likely pay $24,000 (6%)
with a traditional brokerage. With Highrises Realty, you
would only pay a total of $14,000 (3.5%), preserving
$10,000 worth of your equity!

Dr. Thomas Flath

2075 SW First Avenue, Suite 2M
Portland, OR (503) 226-6659
New Patients Welcome!
This Month’s Special: Exam and X-rays free to
New Patients









General Dentistry
Cosmetic Dentistry
Teeth Cleaning
Crowns & Bridges
Implant Restoration
Dentures
Emergencies
Teeth Whitening

A Beautiful Smile is the Essence of Well-Being.
A Healthy Smile is Essential to Being Well.
Stuart Stevens, Broker
503.858.4089
email: sstevens@highrises.com
www.sstevens.highrises.com

Contact Me For A Complimentary Market Analysis.

DIRECT INSURANCE BILLING
OFFICE HOURS: 8 AM – 5 PM

Conveniently located at the corner of SW Lincoln and
SW First Avenue – across the street from Lincoln.
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Beat the Heat Special
“ They are quiet, they provide comfortable temperatures year round, and they cost you 1/3
to 1/2 the cost to operate of your current system”
Install a one or two zone ductless heating and cooling system and receive one FREE indoor
unit. Also receive additional rebates and tax credits up to

$2,600.00

BRUTON COMFORT CONTROL has been serving American Plaza residents for over 28 years.
Call now for a free estimate for this limited time offer 503-626-7477.

CCB# 65296
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