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Chairman’s Chatter – Pipe Project
I know there is a great deal of interest
and concern about the big Lincoln/
Grant Water Supply Pipe Project we
have coming up, especially as it involves
lots of dollars and will almost undoubtedly trigger a special assessment. We
haven’t been able to say much about it
yet, because not much has actually been
decided. I know it is quite unsettling that we cannot tell
our owners and residents just exactly how the project will
affect their pocketbooks or their living units. While we still
don’t have many answers, I feel that it is time to explain a bit
about the project and what is holding us up.
Almost two years ago, we put out an RFP searching for engineers to design-build a solution to our aging, decaying, and
problematic galvanized cold water supply pipes in Lincoln and
Grant Towers. (Madison Tower was re-piped not long after it
was completed, due to a construction defect, so it is, mostly,
doing fine.) We interviewed the respondents and came to a bit
of a halt as we were unable to really compare them apples-toapples, with wildly different approaches. Then we turned all
our attention to the change of property management providers (MSI to NBS transition), and we wanted to wait for NBS
to get up to speed on the project. The original RFP respondents have experienced staff changes and are, by and large, not
qualified for our project any longer, so we had to rewind a bit
and start over looking for candidates.
Mark Winder, Senior VP and Manager of NBS’s Engineering Services department, formed an approach, which
the Board approved, which had us searching for a Project
Manager to lead the project, not just an engineering firm.
After many, many firms were given tours of the property
and an idea of the scope of work involved, almost all of them
chose not to bid for the project, citing high risk in working with condominium projects, known for constructiondefect litigiousness. As a result of the poor response, NBS
recommended that we change our approach, such that NBS
assumes the role of project manager, and we put out RFPs
for an architect and engineer to start the design, meanwhile
another RFP will go out for the general contractor, who will
complete the rest of the design and implement the build portion of the project. For those who are concerned about the
money (who isn’t?), we will not have a reliable project cost estimate (or what the special assessment will be) until we have
received the RFP responses from the contractor candidates.
While all of this has been going on, the Board has begun
to better define project goals, such as whether we will install
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unit shut-off valves (outside the unit, inside, or both?), floor
shut-off valves, water meters, include master leak-detector
technology to shut off the unit’s water when triggered, and
more. We also have begun to address many questions which
can also greatly affect the scope of work, such as:
• Could we recoat the existing pipes or must we replace
them?
• If we replace them, do we do it in the walls, where they are
now, or find a new location to run the vertical riser pipes?
• If we find a new place for the risers, do we leave the
existing pipes in place, or tear them out?
• If we bring new water pipe to the front door, are we
obligated to bring that water to the sites of the current risers, or to each water appliance, or even into the
unit at all? What do our governing documents, and
the law, allow or require? To effectively eliminate galvanized pipe, wouldn’t we need to replace all the cold
water pipes within the Unit? Who pays for what?
• If we really want to get rid of galvanized pipe, shouldn’t
we address the hot-water pipes within the unit, as well?
Is that Association or owner responsibility? Should
we/can we require this?
• What do we do if the owner has already replaced out
all the galvanized pipe at her own cost—can we reduce
that owner’s special assessment or credit her in some
way? If we grant a credit and the assessment is NOT
reduced, and the owner turns that in to their insurance company’s special assessment coverage, receiving
the full amount (less deductible) back, could that be
considered insurance fraud? What if she did this last
year, 10 years ago, 20 years ago—should we do it again
anyway, or if we don’t, does the credit get decreased
due to the aging of the pipes?
• How will we fund this project—is it a foregone conclusion that we will issue a special assessment, or could
we hold a LOT of bake sales? Would a special assessment be due and payable all at once or over the course
of a year, in quarterly or monthly payments? Could
the Association get a loan to fund the project and pay
it off over an even longer period?
• Should we repair/upgrade the Madison unit shut-off
valves as part of this project? If we install meters and
master leak-detection valve technology, should we go
back and do this in Madison as well?
• Do we need to include any other pipes—fire stand/riser
pipes, fire sprinkler pipes, waste pipes—in the project?
Continued on page 3

• Do we need to replace the pumps as part of the project? If we do, what code changes have there been that
may require changes/upgrades?
These are all very important questions and we must resolve
them in order to move this project forward. Watch the usual
places (Information Center bulletin boards, glass bulletin
boards in mail rooms) for notices of upcoming Board meetings in which the pipe project is the primary topic.

Make An Appointment
Your concerns, thoughts and ideas are important to me!
Contact me at 503.642.3678, email kentyrr@gmail.com
or visit my website at http://kentyrr.com. Let’s sit down
and I will give you my whole attention.

Tower Talk is a monthly publication of the American Plaza
Towers Condominium Association. Its purpose is to inform,
educate, and build a sense of friendly community by accurately
and impartially reporting Plaza news, regulations, and events.
Editor & Designer: Dennis Stovall.
503.332.9793 or towertalknews@gmail.com
Advertising: Athena Demccutac.
ath.dem.ad@gmail.com
Cover Photo © Dennis Stovall
Submit copy to Dennis by the 23rd of the month for the
subsequent issue.
APTCA Website:
Americanplaza.org (ActiveBuilding)
Submit to: concierge@americanplaza.org
The products and services offered by advertisers are not
endorsed by Tower Talk or any other entity of APTCA.

4th of July Potluck & BBQ—Sivers Center
Food Drop & Social Time, 5:00pm
Potluck Begins, 5:30pm
Provided: Hamburgers, garden burgers, hot dogs,
buns, condiments and cold drinks.

You Bring: A side, a salad or a dessert. BYOB.
Guests Welcome!
Signup sheets will be placed in mail lobbies June 26th.

Board Meeting Highlights | May 28, 2015 Regular Meeting
—Barbara Bousum, Secretary

Thursday, May 28, 2015, 6
Sivers Center Facilities Room
PM

Election of Officers
The officers, elected by unanimous acclimation for the 2015–16 year are:
Chairman, Ken Tyrrell
Vice-Chairman, Larry Meissner
Secretary: Barbara Bousum
Treasurer: Allison Leak

Other Business
All Reserve Funds have been transferred to one account at Fidelity.
Business-card-size classified ads, black & white, will be offered to residents (only) for $10. Content is subject to approval by Tower Talk staff.

Manager’s Report
Staff changes: Kirby Sholette has been promoted to Assistant Onsite Manager. Larry Christensen joins APTCA as Maintenance
Technician. The Lead (day) Concierge position will be filled by
Kevin Boyle (now at the Eliot). Steven Krasinski will move from
days to swing shift. Caesar Rodriguez will be added to staff as Weekend Porter. Llord Burris was promoted to another property.
Delinquencies and collections: for major accounts that are delin-

quent are being collected.
An elevator consultant is determining the effectiveness of our current
maintenance.
The Reserve Study work is in process. This report creates our maintenance plan.
Breezeway lighting work continues. We are waiting for the manufacturer’s new prototype.
Grant’s terrace painting is complete. Madison work is next.
Call boxes are being updated, and phone numbers are operable, even
with cell phones.
The document shredding event was well-received and will be repeated.
The Board continues to work with NBS on the Lincoln and Grant
Water Supply Pipe Project. More pipe-testing will be conducted, causing the bids to be modified. Another special Board meeting will be
scheduled soon to make further progress.
Installation of Natural Gas Line Seismic Shutoff Valves was approved.
Automatic Door Openers for 3 recycling rooms, 2 vestibules, and
Sivers Center entry door will be considered in 2016’s budget.
The Pod illegally parked on the parking deck was removed by Retriever Towing. Appropriate fines are being levied.
The next Regular Board Meeting is scheduled for June 25, at 6PM
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2015-2016 Board of Directors

2015–16 Board of Directors
From left to right: Ken Tyrrell, John Wish, Kathy Stuttaford, Terry Dunn, Barbara Bousum, Kathy Crozier, Larry Meissner and Allison Leak. Absent: Doug Darling.
2015–16 Officers
Ken Tyrrell—Chair, Larry Meissner—Vice Chair, Barbara Bousum—Secretary, Allison Leek—Treasurer

APTCA Personnel Changes

Transitions

Larry Christensen | Maintenance Technician
Larry brings with him over 10 years
of multifamily maintenance experience. He is also an artist in collagemaking and screen-printing.

Ann Zoll and Ron Crosier, two long-time Grant
residents, have left the Plaza for new homes and
life-styles. Ann has relocated to Wisconsin to be
closer to family and Ron has gone across the river
to Holladay Park Plaza.
Ann, who recently celebrated her 92nd birthday, was one of our earliest residents, moving into
Grant in 1978. She was an active member of our
community, including serving on the Board of
Directors. After retiring from the military, she
held key positions with the American Red Cross,
both nationally and internationally. She was a
senior staff member at the Portland American
Red Cross headquarters and was instrumental in
the relocation of the offices to northeast Portland
adjacent to Legacy Emanuel Hospital.
Ron served on the Design Committee for
many years and was the Plaza’s in-house art expert.
When art from the Grant Lobby was to be auctioned off during the lobby renovation 15 years ago, Ron stepped in and said
they were by famous local artists. Instead of being sold, they were reframed
and rehung. In 2011 he brought his good friend Susannah Mars to the Plaza
for a well-attended fund-raiser for the baby grand piano fund. A graduate of
the Cranbrook Academy of Art in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, Ron spent
his professional career as an art teacher and mentor to high school students.

Steven Krasinski | Concierge
Steven, who is tech savvy, previously
worked at Brookstone at the Portland
Airport, where he enjoyed meeting
travelers from all over the world. He
hosts an annual charity event to fund
building schools in other countries.
Caesar Rodriguez | Weekend Porter
Caesar is experienced with specialty
cleaning , having worked with companies such as Nike and ServiceMaster.
Caesar enjoys time with his family and
young son. He is also the son of Irma,
APTCA’s fegular housekeeper.
Llord Burris | Maintenance Engineer
Congratulations and best wishes to
Llord on his promotion within NBS
to lead the maintenance department
at a new building.
—Dennis Stovall
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Bike News

—Bob Crumpacker, the Exercise Committee

New Bike Racks—Two new 6-bike racks
have been installed at the south end of the
parking garage on the 2B and 3B levels. These
racks are a different style than the older garage
racks. They allow the bike’s frame to be secured
directly to the rack using a standard U-lock
(Titanium-style bike lock). It is not necessary
to lock the bike rack to just a wheel or use a
cable to attach the bike frame to the rack.
Constructed of 1.5-inch stainless steel
pipe, the new racks are heavier than the old
ones and are rust-resistant. This sturdier
construction, in combination with the direct
frame-to-rack locking system, provides greater
security than the older racks. So if you’ve been
keeping bikes in your condo or storage locker
for fear of theft, you may want to consider
using these new racks. Warning: Unlike the
old garage racks, each of the new bike spaces is
designed to hold only one bike. The reason for
this is that the new racks are so close together
that putting two bikes in one space would
make the adjacent bike spaces unusable.

Street Car Dining

Bike Registration & Parking Procedure
Every bike using garage parking must be
registered with management and display a
required registration sticker, preferably on
the bike seat post. To be assigned a space,
contact the concierge. If there are no spaces
available, you will be put on a waiting list and
contacted when one becomes available.
With the addition of the two new racks
there are now a total of 42 bike spaces in the
garage and an additional 25 in the bike room
adjacent to the Madison garage gate. Regardless
of their location, the racks are for bikes actively
being ridden—not for storage. Bikes will be
checked twice a year to see that they are being
used (tires inflated and dust free). Owners of unused bikes will be asked to store them elsewhere.
Bike Donation—If you are no longer using
your bike, call management and they will help
you find a way to donate it.

Urban Fondue

Upcoming Portland Bicycle Events

This is the South Waterfront’s first pub. Its
menu features elevated pub fare using regional ingredients. The food received mixed
reviews from my dining companions; I
found it excellent. However, the noise level
at dinnertime was extremely loud. We were
told it was much more quiet at lunch. In
my opinion, the quality of the food would
make it worth trying at lunch.

These are the most iconic:
• Providence Bridge Pedal (Aug 9) www.
providencebridgepedal.com
• Portland Century (Aug 1) www.portlandcentury.com
• Portland Sunday Parkways (June 21,
July 26, Aug 23, Sept 27)
• And for the truly adventurous—Portland Naked Bike Ride (June 27). This
is part of The World Naked Bike Ride
(or bare-as-you-dare), an annual worldwide event that highlights the vulnerability of cyclists and decries society’s
dependence on pollution causing transportation. Literally thousands of people ride in Portland. It’s fun and it’s free
and has help from the Portland Police
Bureau, the City of Portland, and hundreds of volunteers from start to finish.
www.pdxwnbr.org .

SASS—Single Adults Socializing & Sharing

Urban Fondue is a stylish spot with red
booths. It’s known for its variety of savory
and sweet fondues, plus wine & cocktails.
Several dinner companions and I went there
in March during Portland Dining Month,
when 3-course meals are offered for $29.
The menu included our choice of cheese
fondue, an entree, and a dessert fondue. The
food was wonderful, and the portions were
large. We all sampled each other’s choices
and agreed we would go back again.
2114 NW Glisan Street. 503.
242.1400. urbanfondue.com. Monday–Thursday, opens at 5pm. Fri, Sat &
Sun, opens at 4pm. Directions: Take the
streetcar to Lovejoy & NW 21st and
walk 5 blocks south.

The Groaning Board

3500 SW River Pkwy—At the ground
level of the Meriweather Building.
971.254.9785. thegroaningboardpdx.
com. Closed Monday. Tuesday–Friday
10:00am–2:00pm and 4:00pm–10:00pm.
Sunday 10:00am–2:00pm and 4:00pm
and 4:00pm–9:00pm. Directions: Take
the streetcar south to Gibbs & Moody.
Walk down to Curry Street and then
turn east for 2 blocks. The restaurant is
on the corner.

—Francia White
—Barb Fagerstrom

Are you single and looking to socialize? SASS could be the answer. This group of AP singles goes out to eat once a month and schedules other
activities suggested by members, including movies, happy hours, plays, hikes, and card playing.
Member Francia White emphasizes that this is a loosely organized activity. There are no meetings (unless the group so desires), by-laws,
officers, dues, or mandatory attendance. And it is not a dating organization. Rather, it’s a group of neighbors with myriad interests who wish to
share them with others. Any member can suggest an activity and invite the group to attend. If there’s enough interest, the person extending the
invitation will make arrangements for the outing.
There is currently one set activity: Going out for dinner the third Wednesday of each month. To attend, RSVP to Francia White by the
Monday prior to the dinner date. The group meets in the Lincoln Lobby at 5:30pm.
For further information, contact Francia White at capesebastian@gmail.com.
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Artlandia, 2015
Tower Talk, Day Trippin’

Portland, known for its quirkiness and free
spirit, is also home to more than 1900 publicly owned artworks in the city and throughout
Multnomah County. It is easy to tour these
little-known artworks and the magnificent
buildings housing them.
Just a few blocks from the Towers, our Art
Walk started with a full-wall mural, on the
east side of the Keller Auditorium at Market
and 2nd Avenue, by Una Kim and students
from Portland State University (Photo 1). According to Kim, the mural serves three main
goals: 1) as a Korean-American female artist,
she wishes to be a role model to all students
including those with different backgrounds;
2) the mural is a teaching tool on the creative
process of designing and painting murals in
the public sector while collaborating with
other artists in the public sector; and 3) providing a gift to the public. (RACC.org)
Further along, at SW Madison and 3rd
Avenue is the Edith Green-Wendell Wyatt
Federal Building (Photo 2). It house sixteen
federal agencies. Constructed in 1974 and renovated between 2009 and 2013, the 18-story
building is widely recognized for efficient, sustainable, and innovative technologies, including: solar thermal panels that provide 30% of
the building’s domestic hot water; a 13,000 sq.
ft. solar roof that produces 3% of the build-
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ing’s electrical energy requirements annually;
modernized elevators that generate power as
they descend; and unique shading devices on
the south, west, and east facades designed to
respond to the sun conditions, maximize daylight, and minimize solar heat gain during the
summer, and much more (below).
The building is named after Congresswoman Edith Green, who represented Oregon’s Third Congressional District from
1955–1974, and Congressman Wendell Wyatt, who represented Oregon’s First Congressional District from 1964–1975. Greeting
guests at the entrance to the Federal Building
is a sculpture by Dimitri Hadzi called River
Legend, commissioned in 1976.
After a security scan and check on the first
floor, you can see several artworks that reside
in the building, including a tapestry called
“Rumi’s Dance” created by Jack Youngerman
in 1976. Vera Lutter’s “Forest” employs the
artist’s site-based, camera-obscura technique
to create a monumental 100 x 56 inch photo
print (Photo 3). Tim Bavington’s work “Louie, Louie” is composed of 80 cast bright colored acrylic panels depicting sound waves of
the song “Louie, Louie,” an American rhythm
and blues song written by Richard Berry in
1955 and best known for the 1963 hit version
by Portland’s Kingsmen. According to Wikipedia, the song was originally written and

3

1
performed in the style of a Jamaican ballad.
It tells, in simple verse-chorus form, the firstperson story of a Jamaican sailor returning to
the island to see his lady love. The Kingsmen’s
edition was the subject of an FBI investigation
about the supposed but nonexistent obscenity
of the lyrics, an investigation that ended without prosecution. (wikipedia.org)
Across the street from the Green Building, also at SW Madison and 3rd Avenue, is
the Terry Schrunk Federal Plaza, featuring
a rounded brick amphitheater often used for
speeches and protests. The plaza is named after former Portland Mayor Terry Schrunk and
owned by the federal government. Schrunk

4
Plaza covers an underground parking structure which was the planned assassination site
of Charles H. Turner, the U.S. Attorney for
Oregon, in a failed plot by members of the Rajneeshees in 1985. (wikipedia.org)
Within the Plaza is the Lake Tai Rock, a 16foot, 17-ton limestone formation, shaped naturally by the waters of China’s Tai Lake. A gift
from Portland’s Chinese sister city of Suzhou,
the rock is inscribed with Chinese characters
that read “rare stone calls forth the spirit.” The
Chinese believe that large, uniquely shaped
rocks represent the potent power and wildness
of nature, a tradition of appreciation refined
over 2,000 years. Objects like this 16-foot, 17ton limestone—naturally shaped by the water
of the Lake Tai—are prominently displayed
in Chinese gardens to evoke the grandeur of
nature. Similar formations can be seen in the
serene setting of Portland’s Lan Su Chinese
Garden. (Culled from Waymarking.com)
A third stop, also at SW Madison and 3rd
Avenue is the Multnomah County Justice
Center. On the ceiling of the ground-floor
entrance is a set of playful, multiple pink-tiled
sections featuring hanging copper lanterns
(Photo 4). “The design challenge was to weave
a visually and functionally acceptable jail into
a work of architecture that was to inhabit its
public realm with elegance and dignity, and
with compatibility in both scale and materials to the government buildings nearby.” (AfOregon.org)
Adjacent to and east of the Justice Center
on 2nd Avenue is the Portland Police Bureau’s
Central Precinct. On the ground floor is the
Portland Police Museum (Photo 5), which
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features permanent and rotating exhibits,
including early arrest records, meeting notes
from the First Meeting of the Police Commission in 1870, historic photos, and a Morfax
bomb removal robot. Children might enjoy
being photographed in an original jail cell
from St. John’s Police station (we did!).
The Mark O. Hatfield Federal Courthouse, close by at SW Main and 3rd Avenue, is
named in honor of former U.S. Senator Mark
O. Hatfield. The design is a collaboration between the architecture firms Kohn Pedersen
Fox Associates of New York and Broome, Oringdulph, Randolph, and Associates (BOORA) of Portland, Oregon. It was completed in
1997 at a cost of $129 million. “The building’s
architecture is distinctive and contemporary,
especially when compared with Portland’s
older, primarily rectilinear towers. The distinctive cantilevered roof shelters a small
green planting area which is visible to traffic
approaching on Washington St.” When constructed, it exceeded Oregon’s Energy Code
by 29%. (Wikipedia.org)
On the ground floor, high on a wall of
prominence, is Mark Twain’s appropriate
quote for this setting: “Always do right. This
will gratify some people and astonish the rest.”
Security is in full evidence in these federal,
state, and district facilities so bring ID. We
found that most of the personnel seemed to appreciate and actually enjoy our questions about
the art and architecture we were exploring.
On the outside deck of the 9th floor is a remarkable and clever sculpture display by Tom
Otterness. Judicial scenes pose playful jurors,
attor neys, witnesses and judges in cast bronze
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(Photo 6). Otterness (born 1952) is an American sculptor best known as one of America’s
most prolific public artists. His works adorn
parks, plazas, subway stations, libraries, courthouses, and museums in New York City. He
contributed a balloon (a giant upside-down
Humpty Dumpty) to the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. His style is often described
as cartoonish and cheerful, but also political.
His sculptures allude to sex, class, money, and
race. These sculptures depict, among other
things, huge pennies, pudgy characters in
business suits with moneybag heads, helmeted
workers holding giant tools, and an alligator
crawling from under a sewer cover. Otterness
has exhibited in locations across the United
States and internationally. (Wikipedia.org)
On our tour of the courthouse, a guide
shared the story of a Red-tailed Hawk rescued
from the building. This is the brief happy ending: “June 6, 2013: Good news! Yesterday
afternoon, we successfully released a young
Red-tailed Hawk that had fledged prematurely from its nest on the Mark O. Hatfield
Federal Courthouse in downtown Portland.
Audubon’s Wildlife Care Center took the
bird in last week after Portland police officers
found it on the ground along SW Salmon
Street. During the hawk’s initial exam, Audubon veterinarian Deb Sheaffer discovered
that the bird had lead poisoning. She began
treating the hawk with chelation therapy—he
received regular injections of a substance that
binds with lead and then bundles it into a
form the body can safely pass out. This January, Audubon launched a study of lead’s imContinued on page 8
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Artlandia, Day Trippin’ continued
pact on local raptors,
and this research led to
the young bird’s diagnosis: For every raptor
the care center admits,
staff members draw a
blood sample, running
it through a state-ofthe-art machine that
tests for lead, and recording the results in
a growing database to
track the extent of exposure in local raptor
populations.
“After six days of
treatment, the bird
had recovered from the
lead poisoning and was
ready to head back out into the world. Audubon staff set him free on the roof of the Courthouse around 12:30 p.m. He took a quick look
around, ran about 20 feet along the rooftop
and then leaped through the railing and into
the air. He flew about two city blocks before
landing on another rooftop. Soon after, one of
his parents cruised by, and staff could see him
visibly responding to the parent. The hawk will
remain in the area for the next few months as
he perfects his hunting and flying skills.
“Portland Audubon has a long-running
relationship with the hawk’s family—its parents were featured on the KGW-Audubon
Raptor Cam from 2007–2011. In 2012, the
pair moved from a downtown fire escape to
the Courthouse.” (AudubonPortland.org)
Across the street, at SW 4th Avenue and
Jefferson, is Portland City Hall (Photo 7).
At the entrance to the building is the Better
Together Garden, home to rows of vegetables
that help feed the hungry. Nearby, a floating
liberty bell watches over the garden, grown
and tended by city staff.
Inside City Hall, on the ground floor, is
an evolving black and white photographic
tour of Portland called “Evolution of a City.”
The day we visited, it was featuring images
from the early 1900s to the 1960s of our SW
neighborhood. The 1997 exhibit housed in a
wooden frame and mounted on a glass wall
is “an interactive architectural installation
in period style integrated into the renovation
of Portland, Oregon’s historic city hall. The
interactive site tours every corner of the city
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through the digital display of over 750 rarely
seen archival photographs emphasizing the
changing landscape of the previous 80 years.
Neither didactic nor sentimental, the installation challenges current pop notions about
representation of the past. It was designed,
directed and curated by Jim Blashfield in collaboration with Carol Sherman, SERA Architects Public Art.” (RACC.org)
City hall is four stories with a sandstone
exterior. It is in the Italian Renaissance style of
architecture. From above, the building looks
almost like the letter E, with the rotunda protruding in the middle. The rotunda is three stories high, with the portico comprising the first
floor. Granite columns imported from Scotland support the portico. Portland City Council chambers occupy the two other floors inside
of the rotunda, on the east side of the building.
On the roof of the building are 4-foot-tall
ornamental urns. These were originally made of
limestone,but during the last remodel, they were
replaced using lightweight material for pedestrian safety. Marble flooring and oak woodwork
adorn the lobby, while the columns are covered
with a fake marble coating called Scagliola.
The Pettygrove Room (second floor) is
named for Francis W. Pettygrove, the Portland
founder who won the coin toss to name the
city. Additional artwork in the building includes works by Norie Sato; a mural by Michael
Brophy in the Council Chamber; a constantly
changing work called the “Visual Chronicle
of Portland” (described above) located on the
main floor; and changing exhibits.

8
On the third floor is a 1998 mural of colored woodcut panels called “Portland Story”
by Jack McLarty (Photo 8). The artist saw the
Willamette River as the heart of the City and
made it the central focus of the piece, with the
side panels representing incidents, people, and
buildings that are important to Portland’s history. Only one section is shown here. (City
Hall details from signage and Wikipedia.com)
Note: This is a leisurely and memorable
walk, probably under 2 miles. As always,
we welcome other walkers. spnunnery@
gmail.com or linnystovall@me.com

—Susan Nunnery, Linny Stovall

Thinkers

—Alan Hoffman

PLAN THE TRIP

Your Segway travels 80 kph for 40 km,
then 72 kph for 48 km, and finishes at 96
kph for 32 km. What’s the average rate
for the full trip?

TIME’S UP

On an analog clock the hour and minute
hands coincide at 12 o’clock.
a. How many times do they coincide
in a 12 hour period?
b. When do the minute and hour
hands next coincide?
c. The hour, minute, and second
hands coincide at noon, when do
they next all coincide?
Answers on Page 9

January 1977–A Celebrity Hides Out in the Grant Tower
Tower Talk Interview with Shirley Carlo, May 2015
It was 1977 and Gerald Ford was president. A Plymouth Arrow cost $3,175 and a Polaroid
camera was only $28. The average cost of a new house was $43,400 and a gallon of gas cost
$.59. Rocky was the top-grossing film of the year and Paul Simon’s “50 Ways to Leave Your
Lover” was in the top ten in the US. (ThePeopleHistory.com)
And a celebrity mystery was unfolding on the 26th floor of Grant Tower.
Shirley Carlo had just moved into the Grant Tower over the summer. Units were still
being sold, and those on the 26th floor had been generously staged as model homes to entice
prospective buyers. At the same time, the news media was all abuzz about American actress
Katherine Hepburn being in Portland for a performance at what is now known as the Keller
Auditorium, then called the Portland Civic Auditorium.
Ms. Hepburn had been performing on Broadway in a three-month run in the role of
the eccentric Mrs. Basil in A Matter of Gravity. She had recently suffered a fracture during
the Los Angeles run and was continuing her tour performing in a wheel chair. Despite poor
reviews, the play went on a successful nationwide tour, including the Northwest. That year,
Ms. Hepburn was voted “Favorite Motion Picture Actress” by the People’s Choice Awards.
(Wikipedia)
But where was she staying? Everyone wanted to know.
“Our mail was delivered to the lobby in the afternoons,” recalls Grant resident Shirley
Carlo, “and one day there was a lot of hustle-bustle about an unknown woman we were seeing
daily in a large-brimmed safari hat with ties under the chin. Then my friend, Norine McGonigle, saw the mystery woman in the elevator one day. As soon as she heard her voice, she
knew who it was. Norine was tempted to ask her name and request an autograph, but decided
against the idea, not wanting to become known for that incursion.
“She raced back up the Tower and excitedly said, ‘Guess who I just saw in the elevator, going up to the 26th floor?’ Well, she told me, but I told her she must be crazy. But every morning and evening I could see from my window a chauffeur-driven dark car pull up and park in
the loading zone. The chauffeur got out of the car, opened the rear door, and I saw the woman
with the hat, using a crooked walking stick, enter and exit the limousine. I just knew it was
Katherine Hepburn and that she was heading to and from the theatre for her nightly performances. And we figured out that she was staying here incognito in order to avoid the publicity
of a downtown hotel.”
The local news media remained ever alert and curious for that couple of weeks, but never
discovered the celebrated actress hiding out at the top of our tower. Norine would recall that
it was Ms. Hepburn’s infamous voice, after a subdued verbal courtesy in the elevator, that gave
the actress away, in spite of her disguise.
Ms. Hepburn, about 69 years old at the time of her secret hideaway in the Grant Tower,
was known for her fierce independence and spirited personality. During her career she received four Academy Awards for Best Actress, a record for any performer.
Wikipedia states that Hepburn famously shunned the Hollywood publicity machine and
refused to conform to society’s expectations of women. She was outspoken, assertive, athletic,
and wore trousers before it was fashionable for women to do so. She married once as a young
woman, but thereafter lived independently. A 26-year affair with her co-star Spencer Tracy
was hidden from the public. With her unconventional lifestyle and the independent characters she brought to the screen, Hepburn epitomized the “modern woman” in 20th century
America and is remembered as an important cultural figure.
Shirley Carlo is a retired 5th and 6th grade teacher. During her career, she was recruited
by the Department of Engineers to teach US military children in Germany from 1959 to
1965. Before leaving Europe, she purchased a 1964 Volkswagen Bug and brought it back to
the States. Shirley has traveled in Russia behind the Iron Curtain and was in Germany as the
Berlin Wall was being built in 1961. She retired from the Oregon State Unemployment Office
after supervising 65 employees for 25 years.

—Susan Nunnery

Photo of Shirley Carlo
(Courtesy of Shirley Carlo)
Author’s Note: A fierce independence
and spirited personality are noted and
respected in both subjects.

“If you obey all of the rules,
you miss all of the fun.”
Katharine Hepburn
(Goodreads.com)

Katherine Hepburn at a much younger age
than when she stayed in Grant Tower. Credit:
Photo in public domain; Creative Common
License.
Thinkers Answers
TRIP: 80 kph
TIMES: a) 11 times in 12 hours; b) They next
coincide at 1 hour, 5 minutes, 27 3/11 seconds after
12 o’clock; c) They all coincide only at 12 0’ clock.
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Plaza Calendar Movie Night
June 7 to July 7, 2015
Special Event

4th of July Potluck & BBQ, 5:00pm
—Sivers Center

Social Activities

Movie Nights: 7pm, Board Room
—June 05: Guardians of the Galaxy
—June 26: Struck by Lightning
—July 10: Finding Nemo

Friday Happy Hour: 5 to 7pm,
Lincoln Lounge
June 26: June Special Celebrations
Potluck
Closet Crafters: June 13, 1pm,
Lincoln Lounge

Committees & Board
Board:
Comms:
Design:
Exercise:
Finance:
Landscape:

June 25, Board Room, 6pm
June 15, Lincoln Lounge, 7pm
June 10, Lincoln Lobby, 4m
July 1, Lincoln Lounge, 7pm
June 15, Lincoln Lounge, 5:30pm
July 7, Lincoln Lounge, 5pm

Classes: All held in Sivers Center

Tai Chi Self-Directed: Mon 6:15pm
Tai Chi for Balance: Tues 7pm & Thurs 10am
Yoga: Tues & Thurs 8:30am
Strength & Conditioning: Mon, Wed & Sat 9:30am
Water Aerobics: Wed & Fri 11am

Calendar Updates and Changes are
posted daily on our website:
americanplaza.org (Active Building). If
you haven’t signed up for the
website yet, ask the Concierge to help
you set up an account.

—Compiled by Barb Fagerstrom

Move Ins

Grant—Minako Higuchi. Thiago
Macieira.
Madison—William & Mary Kay Brennan. Jim & Judy Heltzel.

Move-Outs

Grant—Anna Zoll
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Here are the upcoming showings for Movie
Night. These will be shown at 7PM in the
Sivers Lounge. Both of these will be shown
in Blu-Ray.
6/26 Struck By Lightning (2012)—
Chris Colfer, Rebel Wilson, Polly
Bergen. 90 min., PG-13 A high school
senior is willing to do anything to get
into Northwestern University, including blackmailing his fellow students
into writing for his literary magazine.
The script was also written by Colfer,
21 at the time.

—Shari Ramseur
7/10 Finding Nemo (2003)—Albert
Brooks, Ellen Degeneres, and Willem
Dafoe lend their voices to this animated film about a fish trying to find
his son, who’s been taken by a scuba
diver to live in an aquarium. Rated G,
101 min.

SAGE report on the proposed development at 4th and Harrison
After the last advice request meeting with the
Design Commission of the City of Portland,
the opinion of the developers from Core
Campus was that their presentation of the
second plan for 4th and Harrison would not
gain approval of the commission. With the
help of SAGE facilitator Grant Higginson of
Harrison West, the design team interacted
with the community to gather more information about a design that would be acceptable
to the community and to the Design Review
Commission. The biggest objections of the
previous designs were that they did not integrate sufficiently with the Halperin Sequence
and the structure appeared to be too massive.
The new designs emerging from the Core
Campus design team’s community interaction
were presented at the Downtown Neighborhood Association Land Use and Transportation committee on May 18. It was standing
room only! Many residents from American
Plaza were there as well as 28 from the immediate neighbor, Harrison West.. It was an
informal presentation and the audience peppered the design team with appropriate questions. A good audience reception was followed
by applause for the efforts of the team.
The major changes in the building design were:
• Market rate housing, not student housing
• Approx. 425 units, mostly one and two
bedroom with 14 townhomes having
three bedrooms, not dorm style single
rooms with common area
• L shaped building, not U shaped and
the North and East facades will look

out over Pettygrove Park, thus connecting visually to the Halprin Sequence. There will be more emphasis
on green space to integrate with the
park.
• 40% reduction in mass
• A 15 story glass façade, has a surface
punctuated with balconies.
These were preliminary designs and not
yet ready for formal presentation to the
Design Commission.
In answering a question from the floor
about a grocery store, one of the team
members said negotiations were nearing an
agreement and that announcement should
occur in two weeks or so. When we know,
we will post it on facebook (facebook.com/
friendsofsage) and Daily Digest. The expected timing for completion of the project
will be 2018.
The next advice request meeting with
the Design Commission is June 18 in the
late afternoon at 1900 SW 4th, 2nd floor.
That is tentative. Check facebook.com/
friendsofsage.
Survey
Thank you all for your participation in the
SAGE neighborhood survey conducted by
PSU students. They are also surveying others who live and work in our neighborhood
and we will have results soon. Your input
about your experience in our neighborhood
will make a difference in how we are seen in
the greater community!

—Judy Buffo

Neighborhood Calendar
Central Library
Friday, Jun 26, 10:30AM–11:20AM
US Bank Room
The comic side of the superhero shall be explored.
Captain Underpants, Harry Potter, Katniss, Percy,
Wimpy Kid; they’ve all had their stumbles, and
Leapin’ Louie is going to be joining them with
pratfalls, heroic tricks, and a message of perseverance. All Leapin’ Louie shows feature high energy
physical and verbal comedy, lots of audience
participation, cowboy rope tricks, juggling, magic,
unicycle, and other stunts.
FREE tickets available 30 minutes in advance.

Keller Auditorium
June 11–14, 7:30PM
Portland Opera presents “The Rake’s Progress”
Tickets: $25–$250

Oregon Historical Society
Sunday, June 14, 2PM
“Constituted Bodies: How Oregon’s Racial and
Gendered Exclusions Compared to Contemporary
Constitutions” presented by Jacki Hedlund Tyler, PhD.
Oregon’s original constitution represented legal
exclusions both reflective and contrary to other
state and territorial laws on the eve of the Civil War.
The racial and gendered exclusions of Oregon’s
constitution provoked national discussion about
issues of slavery, immigration, property-ownership,
naturalization, and suffrage, while also questioning
the authority of Congress over states’ rights. Tyler
was the 2014 Donald J Sterling, Jr., Graduate Fellow
in Pacific NW History at OHS.
FREE

Tuesday, June 23, Noon
James Longhurst, historian and avid cyclist who is
conducting a book tour by bicycle, presents “Bike
Battles: A History of Sharing the American Road.”
Presented in partnership with the Bicycle Transportation Alliance.
FREE
Thursday, June 25, 7PM
David Eisenhower Lecture, World War II with David
Eisenhower, the grandson of Dwight D. Eisenhower.
A noted historian, Eisenhower is the author of
Eisenhower: At War and Coming Home to Glory.
(Held at First Congregational Church.)
Tickets: GA: $20, OHS Member: $10

Portland Art Museum
June 26, 5–8PM
Fourth Friday of Every Month, FREE

Portland Center for the Arts
June 23–28, 7:30PM, check times for matinees
Potted Potter “The Unauthorized Harry Experience—A Parody by Dan & Jeff,” presenting the
challenge of condensing all seven Harry Potter
books.
Newmark Theatre
Tickets: $30.25–$85.75 (check for children’s
prices)
Wednesday, June 24, 7PM
Katherine Hayhoe speaks on “Climate Change: Fact
& Faith”
Presented by World Affairs Council of Oregon
Arlene Schnitzer Concert Hall
Tickets: $47.00–$162.50

Wednesday, June 24, 7:30PM
Classical guitar duo Assad Brothers Romero
Lubambo and Samba Exotico
Winningstad Theatre
Tickets: $42

Portland State University
Saturday, June 13, 2PM and 5PM
Natya Leela Academy Presents Conference of the
Birds through Classical Indian Dance
In this Persian poem, the birds of the world gather
to decide who is to be king, as they have none. The
hoopoe, the wisest of them all, leads the birds,
each of whom represent a human fault which
prevents man from attaining enlightenment.
Lincoln Hall
Tickets: $15, Youth (17 & under) $12
May 4–July 17, Monday–Friday, 9:30AM–4:30PM
Texts of Time: The Portland State Book of Hours
and the Medieval Manuscript Tradition
With support from the Gordon Hunter Fund, PSU
Library Special Collections recently acquired a late
15th century French Book of Hours, the first intact
medieval manuscript owned by the Library.
FREE

Tom McCall Waterfront Park
June 6–7, 8AM–4 PM
2014 Rose Festival Dragon Boat Races
Naito Parkway, south end
FREE

—compiled by Linny Stovall

A Friendly Reminder: Terrace Etiquette
Now that summer is here, you’ll likely be spending lots of time on your terrace. Have fun, but please be mindful of your neighbors by following
a few simple rules:
• For the safety of our garden unit residents, be careful not to drop or throw anything from your deck, especially burning tobacco products.
• Don’t place objects on top of the walls or attach anything to the outside of the deck railings.
• Open flame cooking devices, smokers, and deep fat fryers are prohibited.
• Don’t feed the birds (except hummingbirds).
• Keep drains clear of any obstructions.
Do Enjoy: The sunshine, the view, a cocktail at sunset, and puttering in your garden in the sky.
Note: If you’re planning to paint, install sunshades or replace sliders leading to the deck, please contact Management for Association guidelines.

—Barb Fagerstrom
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1%!Listing!Fee,!
100%!Service!
Highrises Realty offers 1% seller's commission.
We recommend 2.5% to buyers' agents,
or a total commission of 3.5%.
Highrises provides 100% Service, like any other
full-service brokerage. 
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Stuart Stevens, Broker
503.858.4089
email: sstevens@highrises.com
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!www.sstevens.highrises.com

Contact Me For A Complimentary Market Analysis.
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!

YOUNG. AGAIN.

Effective Exercise for your B ody
at Eve ry Age
FREE 1½ hr Consultation
Free Session & Free Pa rking

Portland Center Plaza:
1975 SW F irst Ave. Ste E PDX
503.501.5249 www.ReInv en tSTC.com

!!!!

General!Contractor!
 REMODELING*
 CUSTOM*CABINETRY*
 TILE*&*STONE*
 PAINTING*
 MAINTENANCE*&*REPAIRS***
*

!!!
!

!

!

20!PLUS!YEARS!EXPERIENCE!AT!
AMERICAN!PLAZA!CONDOMINIUMS!
!
REFERENCES!AVAILABLE!UPON!
REQUEST!
!
!
CALL!FOR!A!FREE!ESTIMATE!
BARRY!PAPPENHEIM!(503)680I4362!
RYAN!VERBOUT!(503)680I4068!
PAPPENHEIMINC@HOTMAIL.COM!
!
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American Plaza Specialists for 15 Years
Current Plaza Realty Listings/Buyers/Sales
#1021 GRANT – SOLD!!
2 Bdrm/1.5 Baths, 1267 Sq Ft, Natural Light
New Carpet, Paint & Updates - $363,000

#1403 LINCOLN – PENDING!!
2 bdrm/2 bath, 1268 Sq Ft., Views!
Great Potential! - $410,000

#521 GRANT - COMING SOON!!
2 Bdrm/1.5 Bath, 1267 Sq. Ft.
Make it your own! Call for details!

#122 GRANT – SOLD!!
3 Bdrm/2 Bath, 1593 Sq Ft, Open Kitchen
Laundry Room, 2 Balconies - $462,500

Plaza Realty has been involved in over 60% of all of the condo sales in the
American Plaza during the last 12 months. If you are thinking about selling
now or in the future, we are happy to discuss the process and opportunities.
We will get you results!!

Jan Huffstutter, Principal Broker | 503.515.3344
Jerrene Dahlstrom, Broker | 503.890.7297

www.americanplazatowers.com

1% Listing Fee,
100% Service




Highrises Realty offers 1% seller's commission.
We recommend 2.5% to buyers' agents,
or a total commission of 3.5%.
Highrises provides 100% Service, like any other
full-service brokerage.

Here's an example of the savings: If you're selling a

$400,000 condo, you would likely pay $24,000 (6%)
with a traditional brokerage. With Highrises Realty, you
would only pay a total of $14,000 (3.5%), preserving
$10,000 worth of your equity!

Dr. Thomas Flath

2075 SW First Avenue, Suite 2M
Portland, OR (503) 226-6659
New Patients Welcome!
This Month’s Special: Exam and X-rays free to
New Patients









General Dentistry
Cosmetic Dentistry
Teeth Cleaning
Crowns & Bridges
Implant Restoration
Dentures
Emergencies
Teeth Whitening

A Beautiful Smile is the Essence of Well-Being.
A Healthy Smile is Essential to Being Well.
Stuart Stevens, Broker
503.858.4089
email: sstevens@highrises.com
www.sstevens.highrises.com

Contact Me For A Complimentary Market Analysis.
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DIRECT INSURANCE BILLING
OFFICE HOURS: 8 AM – 5 PM

Conveniently located at the corner of SW Lincoln and
SW First Avenue – across the street from Lincoln.

DUCTLESS HEATING & COOLING EXPERTS







Experience a more comfortable, energy efficient home
Utility cash incentives & tax credits available, up to $2250
Air conditioning comes standard
Seamless, low-cost easy installations & repairs
Enjoy personalized attention
Complete Satisfaction & peace of mind

“I

recently had Oregon Ductless install a new ductless heating / air
conditioning unit in my condo. It was one of the BEST DECISIONS
I've made since moving here. The unit keeps my home at a consistent,
comfortable temperature. It's so quiet I can barely hear it. It's
economically efficient and environmentally appropriate. All at a
reasonable cost. Aaron was FANTASTIC. Prompt, professional,
reliable, good natured and communicative. I'm beyond pleased.”
Susan N.
Serving you with the highest level of professionalism, quality and courtesy.

Call Oregon Ductless today 503.410.1309 to save money and
enhance your enjoyment at home.
Visit www.OregonDuctless.com for more information.
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Beat the Heat Special
“ They are quiet, they provide comfortable temperatures year round, and they cost you 1/3
to 1/2 the cost to operate of your current system”
Install a one or two zone ductless heating and cooling system and receive one FREE indoor
unit. Also receive additional rebates and tax credits up to

$2,600.00

BRUTON COMFORT CONTROL has been serving American Plaza residents for over 28 years.
Call now for a free estimate for this limited time offer 503-626-7477.

CCB# 65296
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