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cable TV Bulk Billing contract
We have signed a new 2-year bulk 
billing agreement with Comcast, 
with essentially the same terms. The 
price per month and the channel 
lineup should remain about the same, 
still including the Encore channels. 
As before, the agreement is for TV 

only, so does not include internet or telephone. During 
these next 2 years we will be scoping out our options so 
we’re fully informed and ready when this agreement nears 
expiration.

Plaza Plant Pots
As I write this, the many plant pots on the plaza are stand-
ing empty and nearly ready for new waterproofing. Thank 
you to all the Landscape Committee members and other 
volunteers who have contributed to this effort! In about a 
week (by the time this Tower Talk is published?) the plant-
ers will again be planted and contributing their beauty to 
our community!
make An Appointment

Your concerns, thoughts and ideas are important to me! 
Contact me at 503.642.3678, email kentyrr@gmail.com 
or visit my website at http://kentyrr.com. Let’s sit down 
and I will give you my whole attention.

Tower Talk is a monthly publication of the American Plaza 
Towers Condominium Association. Its purpose is to inform, 
educate, and build a sense of friendly community by accurately 
and impartially reporting Plaza news, regulations, and events.

Editor & Designer: Dennis Stovall.
503.332.9793 or towertalknews@gmail.com

Design & Production: Athena Demccutac.
Advertising: Athena Demccutac.
ath.dem.ad@gmail.com

Cover photos courtesy of Donald Macdonald Artitects

Submit copy to Dennis by the 23rd of the month for the 
subsequent issue.

APTCA Website: 

Americanplaza.org (ActiveBuilding)
Submit to: concierge@americanplaza.org

The products and services offered by advertisers are not 
endorsed by Tower Talk or any other entity of APTcA.

Chairman’s Chatter

—Ken Tyrrell

Town Hall: Plaza Guest Parking 
Discussed & Demystified

Over 75 APT residents gathered in Siver’s Lounge on a 
sunny Wednesday evening, September 30Th, for a Town 
hall meeting about the plaza guest parking. 

Director Terry Dunn started the meeting out by remind-
ing us all that we have 337 living Units, but only 54 guest 
parking spots, and so we must carefully manage how they are 
utilized. he thanked everyone for participating in the park-
ing survey, providing comments, and possessing patience. 

With tones reminiscent of Martin Luther King’s “I 
have a Dream,” Director Dunn described a goal of having 
an electronic portal for parking permits and a paperless 
process, but could not promise that such was soon to come. 

Next, Angelina Campbell, our on-site manager, summa-
rized our current guest parking permit process and agreed 
that it is not the easiest or most efficient one could wish for. 
She acknowledged the frustration many have had of waiting 
in line to pick up parking permits, and, from management’s 
perspective, expressed that this process takes the bulk of 
the concierge staff member’s day. She described how they’ve 
tried to make it as easy as possible, including emailing per-
mits, having them ready ahead of time, and even delivering 
them, on occasion. She next summarized the survey results: 
33% like the new parking permit policy a great deal, while 
15% don’t like it at all. Convenience is an obvious sticking 
point. Still, the conditions on the plaza parking lot have very 
noticeably improved a great deal, and the timing (before the 
Orange MAX line opened) was perfect. 

Director Dunn stated that the parking rules, themselves, 
have not changed a lot over many years. There are some 
minor differences from a year or more ago, including resi-
dent parking up to 30 minutes in any plaza parking spot. 
So while the rules haven’t changed all that much, what has 
changed more noticeably is the method of issuing permits, 
or, how the process is implemented. 

After a short drum roll, Angelina described implemen-
tation of a “permanent guest parking pass” system. Each 
Unit will be issued two plastic parking permits, which can 
hang from the windshield mirror, valid for guests for up 
to 8-hours per day. A sample of the new permit was passed 
around for people to see. Each pass is numbered and 
registered to the Unit to which it was issued. When the 
passes are distributed, each Unit owner will need to read 
and agree to comply with instructions regarding how these 
passes may be used appropriately. The new passes are on 
order and should arrive soon, with the goal of issuing them 
by Columbus Day, October 12Th. 
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Quiet calming hills and valleys within an urban park. Cas-
cading waterfalls. Green ecology surrounded by high-den-
sity living. These features rank high on the list of why many 
APTC residents love living at the south end of downtown: 
Livability. Breathability. Open space. Nature.

The series of parks, fountains, and plazas that define 
our dynamic neighborhood was unprecedented in the US 
movement of urban renewal in the 1960–70’s. As Randy 
Gragg, editor of Where the Revolution Began: Lawrence 
and Anna Halprin and the Reinvention of Public Space 
wrote: “halprin’s and the city’s unyielding embrace of new 
public spaces designed solely to foster civic joy was nothing 
short of radical.”
learn more 
On Tuesday evening, October 27Th 7PM at APTC Sivers 
Center, Randy Gragg will speak on Where the Revolution 
Began—and Continues…How the South Auditorium's foun-
tain plazas change Portland and American public space.

Longtime journalist and public space advocate Randy 
Gragg offers a look back at how Lawrence halprin's Open 

Space Sequence reshaped Portland. he will also outline the 
halprin Landscape Conservancy's bold, innovative plan to 
restore the plazas.

APTC is fortunate to have this opportunity to engage 
with Randy Gragg, who wrote on urban design and the 
future of Portland for The Oregonian (1989–2007), as well 
as many national magazines. he served as editor in chief of 
Portland Monthly from 2008 to 2013. he is the president 
of the halprin Landscape Conservancy.

—Contributed by Joan Kvitka; photo courtesy of Grant Higginson

Randy Gragg to talk to APTC on October 27
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lincoln/Grant water supply Pipe Project
Important information was discussed regarding hot water 
pipes within units. Since cold water pipes have been found 
to be in poor condition and in need of replacement, it fol-
lows that hOT water pipes are even more deteriorated. All 
owners are reminded that they bear responsibility and li-
ability not to cause damage to other units and are strongly 
encouraged to replace all hot water pipes within their units. 
Further, it makes sense to replace hot water pipes while the 
walls are already open for the cold water pipes replacement. 
This option will be offered to residents, but is not a part of 
the larger replacement project. The cost for replacing hot 
water pipes is the owner’s responsibility, as hot water pipes 
are within the unit and not association-owned. APTCA’s 
governing documents make it very clear that owners are re-
sponsible for damage caused to other units, and many resi-
dents have had their lives disrupted by water intrusions in 
the past. The exact method of replacement will not be known 
until the engineering firm makes that determination.

The Board approved Livermore A/E to serve as the archi-
tect for the project.

The Board approved MKE and Associates, Inc. to serve 
as consulting engineers for the project.

$100,000 was already budgeted from the Reserve fund 
this year for the project.
other decisions
Kathy Crozier, Kathy Stuttaford, Barbara Bousum, Lynn 
hartshorn, and YuLong Moy volunteered to form a work 
group to review APTCA’s Committee Policies and Proce-
dures. Kathy Crozier will lead the group.

An Association Interaction with Non-owner Residents 
policy was approved. All billing and communication takes 
place between the association and the unit owner, not with 
non-owner current resident(s) of the unit. It is the unit own-
er’s responsibility to communicate with and settle accounts 
with their non-owner resident(s).

The Board approved $33,000 be invested in the refurbish-
ment of the Madison Lobby. A task force will be organized 
by Kathy Stuttaford to lead this planned, Reserve Fund proj-
ect. The Design committee is invited to participate.
The next Regular Board Meeting is scheduled for October 
22, 2015, at 6:00PM.

APTCA Board Meeting Highlights | August 27, 2015

—Barbara Bousum, Secretary



—Ken Tyrell
Ray Fields, Joanne Jenne, and Tammy Stevens asked questions 

related to needs in excess of two 8-hour guest parking passes per day, 
such as when each pass has already been used for 8 hours on a particu-
lar day, or for large parties. Where more than two guest parking per-
mits are needed, additional 8-hour day passes may be obtained from 
the concierge. Ray Fields also suggested that hosts for large parties 
contact NCNM or the Boy Scouts, just across 1ST Ave., for permission 
to use their parking lot after-hours.

Lynne hartshorn thanked Director Dunn and his committee for 
their efforts, and everyone in attendance for coming.

Michelle Rohr asked if these new passes still require vehicle license 
plate information, to prevent abuse. The “permanent guest parking 
pass” does not require vehicle make/model or license plate informa-
tion, but is registered to a specific living unit, so abuse of the system 
may be tracked. 

Regarding regular guest parking permits (as opposed to these new 
plastic ones), management needs to receive requests (with description 
or license plate of the vehicle) from the host resident, not the guests. 
An email request will receive an email reply with the parking permit 
attached, which the host can then forward on to their guest, who 
can print it out. Please do not expect the concierge to send the email 
directly to your guest. 

Ginette DePriest asked whether these new passes could be used for 
contractors. Angelina responded that these parking passes are not 
valid for contractors, who must check in with the concierge to make 
sure the remodel applications have been submitted and the work ap-
proved to proceed. 

Gary hollen asked that all these provisions be documented and 
provided to the residents in a way that they could refer to them later.

Also regarding contractor parking permits, Michelle Rohr asked if 
the contractors may have a permit lasting the expected length of their 
engagement or must obtain a new pass daily. Director Dunn respond-
ed this is still under consideration.

All comments received, including those in the surveys and without, 
are being considered and will have feedback soon.

Boyd Osgood asked where the current rules are available. The cur-
rent rules are available in the Resident’s Manual and on the Associa-
tion’s website. The parking permit procedure itself is not documented 
well in its current form, but will be soon.

Don Stastny stated that since he moved in years ago, he has felt 
APT to be a welcoming community, but this parking permits system 
is not. he suggested issuing each Unit a coupon book of 20 or so 
permits, used as needed, and replenished at the office when necessary. 
Gary hollen objected, saying such “coupons” would contain no date 
or unit affiliation, making monitoring for abuse impossible.

Ilene Goldberg observed that we see the same trucks here all the 
time, such as Comcast, Bruton, Pino, etc, and suggested that they 
should not need parking permits at all. Angelina Campbell respond-
ed that contractors need parking permits because this provides the 
management company the opportunity to make sure that the work 
they are here to perform is authorized.

Dave Crawford stated that he has a large family (suggesting that he 
makes more than occasional use of the guest parking permit process), 
and that the staff have been great to work with.

Ron Perkins asked what happens if cars do not display a parking 
pass? Angelina described how an outside company, Parking Compli-
ance Enforcement (PCE) patrols and issues tickets. Ron followed-up 
asking whether they would receive a ticket if the driver was there at 
the vehicle, to which Angelina replied this is not a situation we’ve 
come across yet, but PCE would likely verbally inform them of the 
need for a permit and see how the situation evolved from there. Fi-
nally, Ron asked when we would tow a car. Angelina responded that 
she is waiting for final signage, containing specific information on 
where the permits can be obtained, before she feels comfortable tow-
ing vehicles. however, once the signage is in place, she explained that 
the concierge and management will make every effort to identify and 
contact the vehicle’s owner before authorizing a tow. Angelina must 
approve towing, and stated that this doesn’t happen often.

Boyd Osgood described a situation where someone is here only for 
5 or 10 minutes, and asked why it is necessary to obtain a permit in 
this case. Angelina said that they do need to obtain a permit, and that 
PCE does not patrol on any particular schedule. If PCE patrols dur-
ing that 5–10 minutes, a ticket may be issued.

Michael Mahon suggested that the issuance of a ticket should be 
only on the second patrol after a violation is noted, perhaps using 
chalking of tires.

Chuck Coate said that emailing of permits seems very convenient.
Kate Solberg described herself as a dog person (meaning dog people 

are frequently on the plaza level and therefore observe the parking lot 
often), and stated that parking violators seem really obvious to her. 
She feels the Association is putting a complicated process in place for 
what is really a simple problem.

Ann Ulum complimented the management on the organization 
of the recent key distribution and talked about a disabled parking 
permit card she carries. It is her responsibility, she uses it when the 
vehicle she is in is parked. Would it be possible to do the same kind of 
thing for residents? Director Dunn indicated this is a good idea and 
will be considered.

Director Dunn thanked everyone for coming out and for their 
patience.

After the meeting, refreshments were available in the form of cake, 
water, and lemonade.
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Guest Parking Discussed & Demystified, continued
continued from page 1

Kris Tyrell showing one of his tools in actions
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Tower Talk Interview with Kris Tyrrell – A different 
kind of knapping for this young man

september 2015 – Part 1 of 2
Twelve-year old Kris Tyrrell’s life changed two years ago after watch-
ing a documentary called Neanderthal. his life outside 7th grade 
at West Sylvan Middle School has become focused on a different 
trajectory. What is now a full-time hobby is likely to be an evolution-
ary pathway to the field of science. Throughout the interview, Kris 
displayed pieces from his vast collection. Kris and his fathers (Ken 
Tyrrell and Allen Yeager) have lived in Grant for 3 years. 

What were some of the inspirations you gained from that film?
The Neanderthals lived in Europe a half-million years ago and made 
tools using a process called flint knapping. I started making my own 
tools using this process two years ago. Flint knapping, German for 
rock breaking or rock working, is taking a piece of flint, chert, or 
obsidian, and striking its edge. This process removes flakes of stone 
and leaves an edge, which is about 100 times sharper than a surgical 
scalpel. (he shared dozens that he had made.) I also made a sheath 
by sewing it with a needle I made from a piece of lamb-rib bone and 
boring the holes with a retouched agate chip. I only work with flint 
as tools, and I just sit there for a half hour to make a row of holes. I 
made this flute (which he played) from cow bone; current generation, 
that is. here’s one that’s made from goat horn. I made this duck-bill 
ax from agate and chert from Texas. The handle is from local oak 
trees that I sawed with a hand ax. This knife is made using pine pitch 
heated up with a piece of coal and a burning stick. I started burning 
it, put it on a plate and let it burn. When it all melted down and con-
centrated into resin, I took some bark and pounded it in, strengthen-
ing it to make these two knives. I wouldn’t have learned about any of 
these tools if I hadn’t happened to see that documentary. 

here’s a Georgetown point flint from Texas. I traded stuff like 
this, along with another arrowhead, with other flint knappers from 
Trackers. (Trackers are “champions of land and village, navigators of 
an epic world that needs to exist, a community where we remember 
the celebration of hearth, family, respect for the land and a timeless 
human story.” www.TrackersPDX.com.) here’s a stained tendon of 
deer ligament. I took a jar of ochre solution and stained it by leaving 
it to soak for 5 hours. Since it’s softer than the rock you’re hitting, it 
bites onto the edge and allows shock waves to perform lithic reduc-
tion. Neanderthals first invented this technique about 500,000 years 
ago which allowed them to make the Levallois tool. This tool is one 
of the most successful technologies on the planet; probably more 
successful than metal in performing the task that it was supposed to 
do. It might look very primitive but this Levallois core came from a 
rock that I carefully shaped. I preplanned what it should look like so 
that I could outline in pencil where the flake was going to be. You can 
see this flat edge which you can use to carve bone because it has such a 
strong edge. It came off exactly as I planned it. 

Where did you get your rocks and are there interesting ones worthy of 
flint knapping around The Towers?
This is agate I discovered in Washington, near a cliff wall, stuck in 
rock, and I quarried and chiseled it with a large piece of antler. And, 

this is obsidian. Sur-
geons are starting to use 
obsidian because it can 
actually cut 200 times 
sharper than surgical 
tools, right through 
nerve cells. You don’t 
feel anything and it 
heals more quickly. The 
rocks at The Towers are 
not as good of mate-
rial, but you can knap them. I was trying to replicate a piece out of a 
stone like this one so that I could actually recreate the mindset of our 
earliest ancestors while working it. I like to think like them, to try to 
change my brain every day in order to work like they did and try to 
change my brain into another species. here’s a piece of English flint, 
disguised as a piece of basalt, then I broke it open. It’s as if the gods 
came from the heavens and bestowed this upon me (said and per-
formed with humorous animation). Once I found a fossil gastropod 
in one of the rocks in the garden near the Concierge; it’s actually a 
clam seashell. 

Is there evidence of left and right handedness in Neanderthals?
The majority were right handed, just like today. But the estimate is 
that 1-2% were left handed; more than that are today. Naturally, the 
right arm from birth is the stronger; even left handed people admit 
their right arm is stronger. 

How many tools do you have?
Thousands. here’s is one of the many that I have, a drill I made the 
holes with. I held it between my legs and used the back of my axe us-
ing lots of tiny taps, hitting the back of the drill against the bone. 

What are your plans for the future? 
I might want to live 
without money. Not 
homeless, but maybe as 
somebody living in the 
woods, living without 
the help of others. 
Realistically, look out 
our windows. We don’t 
need anything that 
we have here. It’s an 
over-abundant culture. 
The only reason why we 
have big cities and tall buildings is because there are too many of us. 
We can’t fit on the ground of this planet, so we have to build up just 
to fit us all on it. 

I recall that you’re writing a book; do you have a title in mind?
My book touches on a theory that began with a cave in Austria where 
cave bear bones were found, turned into flutes. I’m also writing about…

[And with that, dear reader, we will stop for now because of space 
limits.  To be continued.]

—Linny Stovall and Susan Nunnery

Meet Your Neighbors



Upcoming Holiday Events
save the Dates

Fri, Nov 27—Trim the Lobby Trees
Meet in the lobby of your tower at 9:30 am. 
Followed by light refreshments.

Sat, Nov 28—Arts & Crafts Show & Sale
Presented by our “Closet Crafters” Group
Sivers Center—All Day. Unique holiday gifts for sale.

Tues, Dec 1—Sivers Lounge Decorating Party
5:00 pm. Light snacks. Bring the Kids!

Sun, Dec 6—holiday Potluck
Starting at 5:00 pm.

Getting “sharp” for the holidays
Francia White reports that Bill Baines, the mobile knife sharp-
ener, will be coming to American Plaza in November, just in time 
to get your carving knives sharpened for the holidays. Dates and 
times will be posted when they become available. 

Water: It still flows downhill
August and September were wet months for American 
Plaza Towers. On August 7Th we had a toilet supply line 
break which caused water damage in 7 units. On Au-
gust 27Th a clogged washing machine drain line allowed 
water to get into 4 units. September 7Th a kitchen sink 
overflowed into 2 units. Another toilet supply line broke 
on September 16Th causing water damage in 10 units. 
Finally, another washing machine drain line overflowed 
on September 24Th affecting 1 unit. how can you avoid 
this happening to you? We have 4 suggestions based on our 
experience with these and other leaks.

1. Washing machine drain lines are susceptible to clog-
ging. Either have a preventative cleaning done or have 
a flood stop installed for the washer.

2. have your shower valve checked and replace it as a 
preventative measure. These valves often leak and go 
unnoticed because they are behind the wall.

3. Do not run water when you go out. This includes the 
dishwasher, washing machine, and sinks. Double 
check before you leave the house.

4. Always have plumbing work done by a professional 
plumber. Although the law allows home owners to 
do work in their own units, even simple tasks like 
changing out a toilet supply line, if done improperly, 
can cause big problems. A plumber has the experience 
to know the right type of supply line and how much 
to tighten it.

Simple leak detectors can help if you are home to hear 
them. They are relatively inexpensive. Giving manage-
ment a key allows us to locate and stop leaks more quickly. 
here's to making October and November the driest 
months on record at APTCA (inside only of course)!

—Luke Jarmer, Chief Building Engineer
Dawning of the Orange Line, seen from the Towers (Orange Line photo submittal). 
Photo by Joanne Jene.
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APTCA Emergency Procedures Task Force
The APTCA Emergency Procedures Task Force is meet-
ing on a regular basis. Members are:

Madison: Steve Larson, Chair; Ernie Bloch; Bryan Stevens
Grant: Joyce Lockwood; John Wish; Lewis Sprunger and 
Elaine Durst
Lincoln: Alan hoffer; John Lambert; Thomas Ray; 
Lynne hartshorn; Kathy Sharp

Our last meeting included a tour of each building’s water 
shut-off mechanisms. Each building also has a book 
specific to that structure and the particulars of that 

emergency water shut-off system, complete with pictures 
and descriptions of how to conduct the procedure. Books 
were assembled and the tour and instructions were given 
to us by our Chief Building Engineer, Luke Jarmer. he is 
invaluable to us all with his knowledge of our facilities as 
well as what other living communities are doing in pre-
planning for the eventuality of emergency situations.

If you are interested in joining this interesting and 
important task force, please let Steve Larson or one of 
your building’s members know. The next meeting will be 
October 21 at 7PM in the Lincoln Lounge.

—Steve Larson



While many Towers denizens have had an introductory 
ride on the Orange Line—from our stop to the final one in 
Milwaukie—we hadn't yet partied down along the route.

That happened on September 12Th when the new MAX 
line officially opened. And open it did, with packed trains 
running all day and plenty of folks from around the service 
area enjoying free rides anywhere all day. 

Trains were jammed, but nobody minded, as people 
got on and off at the new stops to enjoy everything from 
entertainment to food.

Of course, the busiest stops were the three at our end: 
3rd & Lincoln and both ends of Tilikum Crossing, where 
biker, walkers, and riders took in the new views of the river 
and the city from the bridge.

here are the pick of the photos submitted to Tower 
Talk. Thanks to everyone who took a shot at this. Please 
keep your photos of life in and around our plaza coming to 
towertalknews@gmail.com.

Our contest for a relevant bit text (50 words or fewer) 
got only one entry. So, Susan Nunnery is the big winner of 
editorial gratitude.

—Dennis Stovall The celebration touches the Towers. Photo by Susan Nunnery.

First Ride! Photo by Corrine C. Malopolski.

The celebration touches the sky. Photo by Judy Buffo.

Tilikum
There once was a bridge called Tilikum;
peaceful, bright as the setting sun.
her cable-stayed span 
greets all that she can;
cars she astutely refrains from.

Nightly, this majesty glows.
her color and motions compose
with the speed and height 
of the water each night,
birthing a new Portland rose. 

Susan P. Nunnery

The Orange Line Celebration in Text and Photos

Night rendering of the Tilikum by Donald Macdonald Architects

Issue 9 – October 2015 – 7



exploring the southeast: industrial, nature and 
Graffiti: Art Takes many Forms

We boarded the southbound MAX Orange Line across the street from 
our Towers at Lincoln and 3RD toward Milwaukie. Shortly after the 
stop at OhSU, we crossed Portland’s first bridge since 1973, the new 
Tilikum Crossing, Bridge of the People. TriMet proudly notes that 
the bridge “set new standards by being the first (and only) vehicle-free 
bridge in the United States dedicated exclusively to transit, bicycles 
and pedestrians, and sustainable practices can be found all along 
the Orange Line—from the vegetation planted along the rails to the 
energy initiatives set in place, sustainability has been a focus the entire 
time.” And views from the bridge are 360 degrees and dramatic. 

The first stop at the eastern end of the bridge is OMSI/SE Water 
Ave. When you exit the Max at this stop, you’ll find several notable 
destinations within a five-minute stroll. 

OMSI is one of the nation’s leading science centers and a Portland 
main attraction. The monthly science pub evenings feature interest-
ing topics and in-theatre dinner and drinks for adults. A nice day-
time treat for children includes hands-on exhibits, toddler play room, 
planetarium with age-appropriate animated films, and a science 
playground. 

The Portland Opera (Hampton Opera Center) features per-
formances and classes for all ages. The current season (2015–2016) 
includes The Magic Flute (Mozart) and Sweeney Todd (Sondheim). 

Both are sung in English with projected English texts. The resident 
company presents classic and modern operas, plus Broadway shows.

Oregon Rail Heritage Center is another great find for young 
and old. Open from 1PM to 5PM Thursday through Sunday, the train 
museum includes exhibits, guided tours, big engines, and a gift shop. 
Train enthusiast or not, you’ll want to hop aboard the Oregon Pacific 
Railroad passenger train for the 45-minute round trip along the Wil-
lamette to the Oaks Bottom Wildlife Refuge (Saturdays only). For 
$5, you can sit inside or outside and enjoy the sounds of an era past. 
Pictured below is one of the Center’s older rail cars, which has been 
graffiti painted. 

Near the intersection 
of Grand and Division is 
a bridge stanchion with a 
“key to Portland’s Willa-
mette River Bridges,” ten at 
the time of this installation.

From the trail head of 
the Springwater on the 
Willamette (aka Springwa-
ter Creek or Springwater 
Corridor Trail), walk south 
along this 21-mile bicycle 
and pedestrian trail which 
follows a former railway 
line. According to Wikipe-
dia, there is a proposal to 
continue this trail to con-
nect the 40 mile loop to the 
Pacific Crest Trail with the 
proposed Cazadero Trail. 
The trail features natural 
areas, riverfront views, 
wetlands, agricultural fields, 
residential and industrial 
neighborhoods. It crosses 
over and under several 
bridges, including the Ross 
Island Bridge, the base of 
which has been painted 
with graffiti (pictured right).

Day Trippin’ #9

Note: The Streetcar B Loop is another transportation option, leaving 
from 1st and Harrison. 

1

2

3 5

4

Issue 9 – October 2015 – 8



Just south of the bridge is the locally-owned Ross Island Sand and 
Gravel. The 1926 company provided concrete for the Tilikum Cross-
ing Bridge. 

Frequently seen along the Willamette, all year round, are dragon 
boat racing enthusiasts. The human-powered watercraft was origi-
nally made in southern China’s Pearl River Delta out of Indonesian 
teak wood. More than 80 different teams from all over the world par-
ticipate in Portland’s Rose Festival dragon boat races, which have be-
come a tradition after 26 years. This team paddling sport comprises a 
crew of paddlers in pairs, a drummer who produces a pulsating drum 
beat, and a sweep or steersman who uses an oar as a rudder. “Today, 
dragon boat racing (sport and festival) is among the fastest growing of 
team water sports, with scores of thousands of participants in various 
organizations and clubs in over 60 countries.” (Wikipedia) 

About 2 miles from the start OMSI is the Oaks Bottom Wildlife 
Refuge. The 141-acre city park is known for attracting a wide variety 
of birds and was designated in 2004 as the city’s first migratory bird 
park. Our visit included sightings of blue herons, ducks, and kingfish-
ers, and a wonderful nature walk around the lake.

Looking east across the Springwater Trail at the Refuge, about 
3 miles from OMSI, is a mural on the outside of the Portland 
Memorial Mausoleum. It was designed by Mark and Shane Bennett 
(father and son) featuring a 40-foot osprey and 65-foot blue heron. 
At 50,000 square feet, it is considered one of the largest hand-painted 
murals in the nation. (OregonLive)

On the west side of the Trail is Oaks Amusement Park. This family 
oriented, 100-year old park includes picnic areas, and miniature golf 
from March to September and a wooden skating rink open year round. 

“Every child is an artist. The problem is how to remain an artist once 
he grows up.” —Pablo Picasso 

—Susan Nunnery & Linny Stovall

Lincoln resident, Kenny Bratz has been a dragon boat enthusiast for 
14 years and would be happy to share his knowledge and interest—
ken.bratz@comcast.net

Page 8: Photo 2, the Hampton Opera Center; Photo 3, Oregon Rail 
Heritage Center; Photo 4, Grand and Division “ key” landmark
Page 9: Photo 8, base of the Ross Island bridge; Photo 10, 50,00 sq ft 
mural by Mark and Shane Bennett; Photo 11, Oaks Amusement Park.
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Greek Cuisine
eleni’s Philoxenia

Our SASS group recently met for dinner at this lovely, intimate restaurant in 
the Pearl District. 

The Food: Our group of six split an order of spanakopia and ordered entrees. 
It was more than enough food. The rack of lamb was grilled perfectly. The wild 
prawns served over fusilli with a cream feta was very hearty and was enough for 
two people to split with a salad.

Noise Level: We all commented on how we could hear each other. After 
visiting several other “fun” places in the Pearl, we all appreciated a sound level 
that allowed for pleasant conversation. 

The Service: We had a great waitress. She broke out our bill among the six of 
us with a smile. The food came out very quickly. The kitchen knows what they 
are doing.

Any Criticism: The calamari was fresh, which is a real plus, but it was a wee 
bit over cooked. We probably should have reordered it.

Transportation: We took the streetcar and walked a few blocks to the 
restaurant. 

Where to find it: 112 NW 9Th Avenue. 503-227-2158. Open 5PM to 10PM 
for dinner. Closed Mondays. happy hour: 5:00 to 6:30PM and 8:30 to 9:30PM 
Tuesday—Friday. happy hour items $6 to $8. Appetizers: $7 to $10. Entrées: 
$10 to $14 and market price for rack of lamb and whole fish special. 

—Cheryl Vick-Vitaliano

Restaurant Reviews

On Saturday afternoon, October 
10, there will be a double feature of 
Marilyn Monroe comedies, both 
requests. “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
from 1953, with Jane Russell and 
Charles Coburn, directed by howard 
hawkes, will be shown at 1PM until 
approximately 2:30PM. There will be a 
brief intermission, then the next mov-
ie, “Some Like It hot,” from 1969, 
will begin at approximately 2:40PM. 
Directed by Billy Wilder, it co-stars 
Tony Curtis and Jack Lemmon.

The second showing in October 
will be “Die hard,” starring Bruce 

Willis, Bonnie Bedelia, and Alan 
Rickman. Filmed in 1988, this action 
movie, set in New York City around 
Christmas, was directed by John Mc-
Tiernan. It’s become a classic of sorts 
since then, and was another request by 
a different APTCA resident. It will be 
shown on Friday, 10/23, at 7:00PM.

Movie Nights —Shari RamseurPlaza Calendar
October 10 to November 10, 2015
Town Hall

Wed, Oct 14—6pm, Sivers Center
Comcast Presentation & Q&A

Social Activities

Movies—Board Room
Sat, Oct 10, 1PM: Marilyn Monroe 

Double Feature, Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes and Some Like It Hot 

Fri, Oct 23, 7PM: Die Hard

Friday Happy Hour: 5–7PM,   
Lincoln Lounge

Closet Crafters: October 10, 1PM,   
Lincoln Lounge

Ping Pong: Every Sunday, 3PM,   
Board Room 

APTCA Meetings

Board:    Oct 22, Board Room, 6PM

Comms:     Oct 13, Lincoln Lounge, 4PM

Design:    Oct 14, Lincoln Lounge, 4PM 

Strategic 
Planning:    Oct 15, Board Room, 7PM

Emergency 
Preparedness:  Oct 21, Lincoln Lounge, 7PM

Exercise:     Nov 4, Lincoln Lounge, 5PM

Finance:     Oct 19, Board Room, 5:30PM

Landscape:     Nov 3, Lincoln Lounge, 5PM

Social:    Oct 29, Lincoln Lounge, 4PM

  
Classes: All held in Sivers Center

Tai Chi Self-Directed: Mon 6:15PM. Free.
The classes below charge fees (first class free)

Tai Chi for Balance:    
Tues 7PM & Thurs 10:15AM

Yoga: Tues & Thurs 8:30AM

Strength & Conditioning:   
Mon, Wed & Sat 9:30AM

Water Aerobics: Wed & Fri 1PM 

Owner survey deadline: Fri, Oct 16 at 6AM

For completing Hot Water Pipe Survey 
and Domestic Water Survey. Take on-
line or get hard copies from Concierge.

—Compiled by Barb Fagerstrom
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Keller Auditorium
October 10–17, various times
Oregon Ballet Theatre features “Amore Italiano.”
Tickets $30–$155.
October 25, 7:30PM

“The Legend of Zelda: Symphony of the Goddesses” concert based 
on a video game series. 
Tickets $44.25–$93.25.
October 27–November 1, various times. Musical comedy classic 
“42nd Street.” Tickets $36 and up.

newmark Theatre
October 8–10, 7:30 & 2PM

White Bird Dance presents MOMIX Alchemia.
Tickets $26–$70.

omsi
September 26–January 10, 2016
“Guitar: The Instrument That Rocked the World” features live 
performances, history of the guitar, artifacts, and the science behind 
this icon. Included in General Admission $13.50

oregon History museum
October 11, 2–3:30PM

Second Sunday Series: “Courage, hope and Survival of the holo-
caust” by Eva and Les Aigner. In partnership with Oregon Jewish 
Museum and Center for holocaust Education. Part of WWII 
Events. FREE.
October 15, 7–9PM

“More Than War Ships: Kaiser’s WWII Legacies in healthcare, 
Childcare, housing, and Environment” by Dr. Jeremy Sanders and 
Lincoln Cushing. Part of WW II Events. FREE.
October 30, 7:30PM 
David McCullough lecture on “The Wright Brothers,” held at New-
mark Theatre. Tickets $40–$74.
November 8, 2–3:30PM

“Legacies of WWII: New Perspectives on Science, Society, and 
Global Connections” by Drs. Jake hamblin, Marisa Chappell, 
Christopher McNight Nichols. FREE.

Portland Art museum
October 20, 6–9PM

Light a Fire Awards Dinner honors nonprofits and individuals whose 
extraordinary acts of service make the region better. Contact the 
Museum for tickets.
October 23, 5–8PM

FREE Admission to Portland Art Museum, Fourth Friday of Every 
Month.
November 7, 9AM–6PM

2015 Wordstock: Portland’s Book Festival includes Ursula Le Guin, 
John Irving, Sandra Cisneros, more than 80 authors, workshops, 
book fair, beer garden, live music. Cost: $15, free for youth under 17.

Portland state University
October 13, 12 Noon
Colligan Men/Colligan 2, Lincoln hall, Rm 75, Jazz Concert 
Series. FREE.

October 15-17, 8PM

White Bird: L-E-V (Israel) make its White Bird debut with 2 works, 
“Sara” and “Killer Pig.” Lincoln hall. Tickets start at $25, available 
at whitebird.org.

October 20, 12 Noon
Guitar heroes, Lincoln hall, Rm 75, Jazz Concert Series. FREE.

October 22, 12 Noon
Adam LaMotte, violinist, Lincoln hall, Rm 75. FREE.

October 22–31, various times
Portland State of Mind events include music, art, lectures, environ-
ment, economics, geography, film, football and much more. Full list 
at pdx.edu.

October 24 & 25, 4PM

Portland Piano International presents Lise de la Salle, Lincoln hall. 
Ticket: info@portlandpiano.org.

Oct 27, 12 Noon
Valdez Group 1/2, Lincoln hall, Rm 75, Jazz Concert Series. FREE.

November 3, 12 Noon
Sandovals 1/2, Lincoln hall, Rm 75, Jazz Concert Series. FREE.

schnitzer concert Hall
October 10 & 12, 7:30PM & 8PM

Oregon Symphony presents Beethoven’s Eroica. Tickets $23 & up 
from Symphony box office.

October 13, 7:30–9:00PM

Literary Arts Presents: “The Moth Main Stage,” five acts by luminar-
ies in the arts and sciences, newsmakers, and everyday heroes. Tickets 
$15–$65.

winningstad Theatre
October 3–November 8, various times
“Cuba Libre” is a contemporary musical featuring the band Tiempo 
Libre and presented by Artists Repertory Theatre. Tickets exclusively 
from Artists Repertory Theatre, $35–$56..

Neighborhood Calendar —Compiled by Linny Stovall

Move Ins
Lincoln—None 
Grant—Cyndy Bratz; Omar Alarfaj; 
                 David & Jeremy Casner 
Madison—Kenneth & Carolyn Shine

Move-Outs
None



Celebrating their progress in sprucing up the place, the Landscape 
Committee included the rest of the community in an ice cream social 
on the plaza. Summer held. Ice cream was the right touch as autumn fi-
nally descends. Besides the treat, there was a sign-up sheet so that other 
frustrated Tower gardeners can join the fun. And a display detailed the 
current plans.

[NB. The committe seems to have given the trees on 1ST Avenue per-
mission for their leaves to change color and fall. ds]

—Photos by Joanne Jenne; text by Dennis Stovall

Landscape Committee gets social
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www.TheTeachersCorner.net Printable Sudoku
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 Highrises Realty offers 1% seller's commission.        
 We recommend 2.5% to buyers' agents,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

or a total commission of 3.5%.                                           
 Highrises provides 100% Service, like any other 

full-service brokerage.   

Here's an example of the savings:  If you're selling a 
$400,000 condo, you would likely pay $24,000 (6%) 
with a traditional brokerage. With Highrises Realty, you 
would only pay a total of $14,000 (3.5%), preserving 
$10,000 worth of your equity!  

 

 
 

Stuart Stevens, Broker 
503.858.4089 

email: sstevens@highrises.com 
www.sstevens.highrises.com  

 
      Contact Me For A Complimentary Market Analysis. 

 

 

 

            
Dr. Thomas Flath 

BRAVO SMILE, PC 
2075 SW First Avenue, Suite 2K 

Portland, OR 503 222-3591 
New Patients Welcome! 

 
This Month’s Special:  Exam and X-rays free to 
New Patients           

 General Dentistry 
 Cosmetic Dentistry 
 Teeth Cleaning 
 Crowns & Bridges 
 Implant Restoration 
 Dentures 
 Emergencies 
 Teeth Whitening 
 

A Beautiful Smile is the Essence of Well-Being. 
A Healthy Smile is Essential to Being Well. 

 
DIRECT INSURANCE BILLING 

OFFICE HOURS:  7:00AM – 5:00PM 
Conveniently located at the corner of SW Lincoln and 
SW First Avenue – across the street from Lincoln. 

 

1% Listing Fee, 
100% Service 

 

 
    
General Contractor 

 REMODELING 
 CUSTOM CABINETRY 
 TILE & STONE 
 PAINTING 
 MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS   

 

20 PLUS YEARS EXPERIENCE AT 
AMERICAN PLAZA CONDOMINIUMS 

 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE UPON 

REQUEST 
 
 

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 
BARRY PAPPENHEIM (503)680-4362 

RYAN VERBOUT (503)680-4068 
PAPPENHEIMINC@HOTMAIL.COM 
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¥ Highrises Realty offers 1% seller's commission.        
¥ We recommend 2.5% to buyers' agents,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

or a total commission of 3.5%.                                           
¥ Highrises provides 100% Service, like any other 

full-service brokerage.  

 

 
 

Stuart Stevens, Broker 
503.858.4089 

                      email: sstevens@highrises.com !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!www.sstevens.highrises.com  
 

Contact Me For A Complimentary Market Analysis .  

 

!

1%!Listing!Fee,!
100%!Service!

!
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AmericAn PlAzA SPeciAliStS for 15 YeArS

Jan Huffstutter, Principal Broker | 503.515.3344
Jerrene Dahlstrom, Broker |  503.890.7297

www.americanplazatowers.com

#1041 MADISON – SOLD!!
2 Bdrm/2 Bath, 1254 Sq Ft., Updated!
Bamboo Floors & Granite!  -  $390,000

#222 GRANT - PENDING!!
2 Bdrm/2 Bath, 1593 Sq Ft.
2 Balconies,  Quiet!  - $449,000

#1404 LINCOLN – SOLD!!
2 Bdrm/2 Bath, 1348 Sq Ft, Artistic Feel
Sweeping Views! - $500,000 

#1743 MADISON – NEW LISTING!!
2 Bdrm/2 Bath, Den/Office 2049 Sq Ft
Tiger Wood Floors, Great Views! - $645,500

Current Plaza Realty Listings/Buyers/Sales

Plaza Realty has been involved in over 60% of all of the condo sales in the
American Plaza during the last 12 months.  If you are thinking about selling

 now or in the future, we are happy to discuss the process and opportunities.
We will get you results!!
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 REMODELING*
 CUSTOM*CABINETRY*
 TILE*&*STONE*
 PAINTING*
 MAINTENANCE*&*REPAIRS***

*

20!PLUS!YEARS!EXPERIENCE!AT!
AMERICAN!PLAZA!CONDOMINIUMS!

!
REFERENCES!AVAILABLE!UPON!

REQUEST!
!
!

CALL!FOR!A!FREE!ESTIMATE!
BARRY!PAPPENHEIM!(503)680I4362!

RYAN!VERBOUT!(503)680I4068!
PAPPENHEIMINC@HOTMAIL.COM!
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YOUNG. AGAIN. 
                   

 
 

Effective Exercise for your Body  
at Every Age  

FREE 1½ hr Consultation 

Free Session & Free Parking  

 
Portland Center Plaza:  

1975 SW First Ave. Ste E PDX  
503.501.5249  www.ReInventSTC.com  

 

 

 
 
 

 
  

 
UPDATE 
INNOVATE  
DECORATE 

After 37 years as  
a designer with  
Ethan Allen, I have  
started my own  
design business. 
If you are wanting 
to update your 
condo and do not 
know where to 
begin, I can help. 
Contact me for a 
complimentary  
consultation. 
 

Phone: 503-274-4133 
Cell:  503-516-1283 
 
www.designproportland.net 
gary@designproportland.net 
 
Lincoln Tower unit #1202 

 

 Mercury-free dental practice. 
 Exam and X-rays free for new 

patients. 
 Excellence in restorative and 

cosmetic dental care. 
 Safe teeth whitening. 
  Conveniently located on the 

corner of 1st and Lincoln. 
 

  
 

2075 SW 1st Ave, Suite 2k 
Portland, OR, 97201 

503-222-3591 
bravosmile.com 

Gary Pearlman 
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Beat the Heat Special
“They are quiet, they provide comfortable temperatures year round, and they cost you 

1/3 to 1/2 the cost to operate of your current system”

Let us install a Ductless Heating and Cooling system for your condo at American Plaza. Save 
up to $2,700 in rebates and credits.

BRUTON COMFORT CONTROL has been serving American Plaza residents for over 28 years. 
“We know what works.”

Call now for a free estimate and let the savings and comfort begin. 
503-626-7477

CCB# 65296
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