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Family members of military personnel who die in service to the nation wear the Gold Star in honor of their sacrifice. 

 July 10, 2017  

 

Greetings 100 years from now. 

This note in the time capsule is to acknowledge our son, 

1LT Jeffrey D. Cooper, who lost his life while serving 

with the 101st Airborne Division while overseas in Kuwait 

during Operation Enduring Freedom in the Global War 

On Terrorism. I am writing this letter on Father’s Day in 

remembrance of our son. 

Jeffrey was born 09 JAN 1991 and died on 10 SEP 2016. 

He was a fine man and had many friends all over the 

world that he made in the U.S. Coast Guard, U.S. Army 

and also during college and high school. His gift was the 

ability to bring people together and create harmony among those he touched. He found the good in 

people and focused on it with them. He was very observant and sensed if a person needed a friend or 

needed help. Many women liked him for his kindness and not being too macho or too much of an 

“A” personality type that many men have. Jeffrey offered a laid back style and would listen to people 

on what they really had to say. God gave us two ears and one mouth and Jeffrey took his heart and 

clearly, this was the foundation of who he was and why he was so well-like everywhere he was 

assigned.  

1LT Jeffrey D. Cooper was a member of the Sons of the American Revolution, as his lineage dated 

back to 1776 when is patriot ancestor fought in the Revolutionary War that allowed this country to 

make it this far in time. In the Declaration of Independence, it states, “We hold these truths to be 

self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 

unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”  
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Jeffrey’s happiness came from making others happy with his smile, which so many people 

commented on at his funeral. He gave his life so others could enjoy their life, which is what our 

country is all about: having the freedom to live our lives to the fullest.  

Very Respectfully, 

MSG Douglas B. Cooper 
United States Army 1976-2017 


