
  
  

  

 

Family members of military personnel who die in service to the nation wear the Gold Star in honor of their sacrifice. 

 
July 10, 2017 

Almar was raised in Lexington, South Carolina and comes from a 
blended family.  He enjoyed life and through his positive outlook and 
humor, he passed that enjoyment on to others.  Almar's bright smile 
and distinctive laugh were his most endearing qualities.  He made 
friends easily and kept friends because of his honesty and loyalty. He 
was prankster and played many pranks on his younger brothers when 
he visited.   

His plan was to serve as a Marine Officer for four years before 
becoming an agent for either the FBI, CIA, or US Marshals. May of 
2004, he entered the United States Marine Corps as a Commissioned 
Officer and was trained at Quantico Virginia. After training he was 
assigned to Weapons Company, 3rd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 
1st Marine Division, Twenty-Nine Palms, California.  On September 5, 2005 his unit was assigned 
to Iraq.  While serving in Iraq he requested a position change to platoon commander from company 
executive officer because of his desire to be outside with his peers fighting for freedom. Almar was 
wounded on February 18, 2006 and later died on February 21, 2006 at Landstuhl Army Hospital, 
Landstuhl, Germany.   

One of Almar’s greatest qualities was his big heart. His caring concern for others gave him the desire 
to be an organ donor.  Through this selfless act he was able to help improve the quality of life for six 
other people. Almar may not be with us on this earth, but he will forever remain alive within our 
hearts and the lives he touched throughout Europe.  His engaging smile and infectious laugh are 
engrained in the memories of his family and friends.  He will always be remembered as a hard 
working, fun loving, go getter who always did it "his way". 

In the past 100 years the world lost a positive role model full of hope and happiness for mankind.  
Without  his caring positive outlook on life the world loses its brightest glow.  We can only hope 
that in 100 years, we will have peace and hate will be a word only in the history books. 

      Sincerely, 

Gold Star Parents of     
ALMAR L. FITZGERALD, First Lieutenant 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 
September 21, 1982 – February 21, 2006 


