


Introduction by the Commander 
of U.S. Army Garrison, Fort Lee

There are many ways to look at Fort Lee’s 100th anni-
versary celebration, ranging from how people and infra-
structure have changed to significant historical  
moments and their impact on the world. The overarching 
“legacy perspective” focuses on the significance of the  
occasion and spotlights the Army’s proud heritage of  
defending the nation.

This magazine is an attempt to capture all of those 
viewpoints. It is not a comprehensive historical timeline or 
a biographical thesis – products that would require many 
volumes of publications and, quite frankly, would have ap-
pealed to a limited audience. The approach to this  
commemorative edition is to create a light, interesting  
and fun read to be enjoyed and appreciated by all.

Two underlying thoughts I hope readers glean from these pages are a sense of pride and a feeling 
of appreciation. Our military members walk in the footsteps of the “doughboys” and the Women’s 
Army Corps. The uniforms and training have changed, but the notion of stepping forward and pro-
tecting the nation has not. Our government civilian workforce, almost as old as the Army itself, was 
here in the early days providing communications, transportation, administrative and  
medical support; no different from its professional, but much broader, service today. 

U.S. Senators Tim Kaine and Mark Warner share their thoughts about the significance of our  
Centennial celebration in the pages that follow as well. The gracious participation of these distin-
guished individuals reflects the sense of gratitude our nation feels toward the military and the funda-
mental truth that the Profession of Arms is built on the trust and support of the American people.

It is an honor and privilege to serve as Fort Lee’s Garrison Commander in this historic year.  
I extend a personal invitation to all community members and neighbors in the surrounding area to 
join us for the many commemorative events open to the public in the weeks to come. I further offer 
my thanks to Team Lee members for what they do for this installation and our Army every day.

Col. Adam W. Butler
Fort Lee Garrison Commander



Dear Friends,

I am pleased to recognize Fort Lee on the occasion of its 100th 
anniversary.

Since its founding as Camp Lee in 1917, your installation has 
played a significant role in providing comprehensive training to our 
service members. Your work was instrumental in preparing troops 
for deployment during World War I, World War II, the Korean War, 
and the Vietnam War. Today, Fort Lee continues to modernize and 
grow in order to maintain its commitment to developing leaders in 
the Army and Joint Sustainment Forces. I commend all those who 
have been a part of these endeavors over the last 100 years and look 
forward to many more achievements in the years to come.

Thank you for your dedicated service. 
    
    Sincerely,

    Mark R. Warner
    United States Senator

Dear Friends,

It is my great honor to commemorate the 100th Anniversary of Fort/
Camp Lee in the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Fort Lee, founded as Camp Lee in 1917, had been greatly 
recognized over the years by its distinguished service. Fort Lee has 
always and continues to support the mission of our armed forces 
worldwide. The Combined Arms Support Command, headquartered at 
Fort Lee, is the premier organization for the development and education 
of Army and joint services sustainment personnel. 

Further, as a great community partner, the installation has greatly 
enriched the surrounding cities and counties and the central Virginia 
region as a whole with its contributions to local efforts and causes. Fort 
Lee’s impact on the region has been paramount to the economic success 
of the thriving community it is today, and we continue to welcome Fort 
Lee’s expansion in Virginia. We proudly support service members as 
they train in Virginia and embrace those that choose to retire in our great 
commonwealth.

I join the command, service members, DOD civilians, community 
leaders and partners in celebrating the anniversary of Fort Lee. I thank 
you for your dedicated service and sacrifice.

  

    

    Tim Kaine
    United States Senator
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1917 1918 1919 1920

1918: Dozens of horses and mules drink at a 
water trough at the Camp Lee remount station 
depot circa 1918. The depot is located at what 
will become the entrance road to Petersburg 
Battlefield Park, leading into the parking lot at 
the Visitor Center on Lee Avenue.

1917: The 80th Division 
Headquarters. The first 
Soldiers trained at Camp Lee 
are members of the 80th 
Division, whose ranks contain 
recruits from Virginia, West 
Virginia, and Pennsylvania.  
The Division is organized at 
Camp Lee on August 5, 1917 
and for the next nine months, 
undergoes training and 
conditioning before embarking 
for France in May 1918. 

1917: These new recruits, many wearing suits, 
arrive at Camp Lee in 1917 to be trained as cal-
vary Soldiers. The first 2,500 trainees are from 
Virginia. As the year goes on, men pour in so 
rapidly that many citizens of nearby Petersburg 
offer housing  to officers until accommoda-
tions are ready. 

1918: Recruits learn squad 
tactics during weapons 
training at Camp Lee during 
World War I. Firing practice is 
conducted on nearby ranges. 
Marching and weapons 
training are daily activities at 
Camp Lee.



Years of Service

1921 - 1940

Sept. 5, 1939 – Germany 
invades Poland, effectively 
beginning World War II.
The United States declares 
its neutrality in the 
European war. 

Once referred to as the “The White House” at Camp 
Lee during WWI, the building is named after the 
Davis family who lived in the house from 1927-1953. 
Gordan R. Davis Sr. started working for the Virginia 
State Game Commission, which had taken over the 
7,000 acres where Camp Lee was located during 
WWI. Davis convinced the game commission to 
let his family live in the house, where they stayed 
through the reconstruction of Camp Lee and into the 
50s. In the time between WWI and WWII, the area 
was dedicated to a state game farm. Davis’ job was 
to develop game birds – quail, turkeys and deer – to 
distribute to various locations on the coast. In 1939, 
the federal government announced they would be 
reclaiming the land to rebuild Camp Lee.

When the land for Camp Lee was 
acquired by the Army, a farmhouse 
stood on the property. The house 
served as the Headquarters for 
the 80th Division and later as 
the residence of the Division 
Commander, Maj. Gen. Adelbert 
Cronkhite. After the war, the house 
was used by the Davis family and 
was later incorporated into the 
second Camp Lee during World War 
II. The house still stands today and 
is the oldest building on post.

Aug. 18, 1920 – Women win 
their right to vote with the 
19th Amendment.

May 20, 1927 – Charles 
Lindbergh leaves 
Roosevelt Field, New 
York, on the first non-
stop transatlantic flight in 
history. 

Oct. 29, 1929 
– Postwar 
prosperity 
ends with the 
1929 stock 
market crash. 

March 4, 1933 – President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt is 
inaugurated for the first time. 
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1941 1942 1943 1944 1945

1945 – By the late summer and early fall, 
Camp Lee, like other major posts, is making 
every effort to facilitate the demobilization 
process. World War II ends and it is time to 
“bring the boys home.”

1944 – Both enlisted and officer female soldiers 
begin arriving at Camp Lee in mid-1942. A 
Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps detachment 
is activated at the Quartermaster School in 
June 1943. By 1944 there are nearly 200 WAC 
Quartermasters assigned to Camp Lee.

1942 – Following the registration process, 
new recruits are introduced to military dis-
cipline and courtesy, and instructed in such 
things as drill and ceremony, first aid, military 
sanitation and sex hygiene, and care of cloth-
ing and equipment.

1941 – In the hectic months leading up to U.S. 
entry into World War II, military planners unveil 
architectural designs and begin constructing by 
the thousands the new 700 series, 63-man bar-
racks. With its indoor shower room, sinks and 
latrine, unpainted walls and bare studs, this “un-
lovely and unloved” abode stands at the heart of 
Soldier life at Camp Lee.  

1941 – The Quartermaster School is built.



1946 1947 1948 1949 1950

Years of Service

1948 – Until the Fort Lee Commissary was locat-
ed in this building. It serves the families stationed 
at Fort Lee and all retirees in the surrounding area.

1948 – The Post Theater was the first 
permanent building built on Fort Lee.  It 
remains in use today as the “Lee Theater,” 
also sometime referred to as the “Lee 
Playhouse.”

1950 – When the Korean War erupts in June 1950, the training 
load at Fort Lee greatly expands. The demands of the Korean 
War greatly accelerate the training at the Quartermaster 
School for the next three years as America’s commitment to 
the war in Korea grows.

1950 – During World War II, Camp Lee serves 
as the Army’s Quartermaster Training Center but 
unlike after World War I, remains operational after 
the war. In April 1950, the Army elected to grant 
Camp Lee permanence by renaming it Fort Lee, 
a recognition of the importance of professionally-
trained logisticians to the battlefield success of 
the Army.

U.S. History
Jan. 10, 1946 – The first meeting of 
the United Nations general assembly 
occurs after its founding on October 
24, 1945 by 51 nations, including the 
Security Council nations of China, 
France, the Soviet Union, the United 
Kingdom, and the U.S.A. These ac-
tions lead to the disbanding of the 
League of Nations on April 18, when 
its mission is transferred to the U.N.

July 26, 1948 – Executive Order 
9981, ending segregation in the 
United States military, is signed into 
effect by President Harry S. Truman.

June 29, 1949 –United States with-
draws its troops from Korea.



1951 1952 1953 1954 1955
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Dec. 1, 1955 – Rosa Parks, a black seamstress, refuses to give up 
her seat on the bus to a white man, prompting a boycott that leads 
to the declaration by a federal court that bus segregation laws are 
unconstitutional.

1954 – Quartermaster petroleum training 
relocates from Caven Point, N.J., to Fort 
Lee. The course of instruction includes 
aircraft refueling.

1951 – The Aerial Supply and 
parachute rigging mission 
for the Army becomes a 
Quartermaster responsibility.  
In May 1951, the first Rigger 
School is established at Fort 
Lee. Beginning with the 
Korean War, Quartermasters 
rig supplies and personnel 
chutes for the Army. Rigger 
trainees learn the skills to 
“Be Sure Always”, the motto 
of the rigging fraternity. 
Before gradation, they must 
jump with the chutes they 
have packed.

U.S. History

July 27, 1953 – Fighting 
ceases in the Korean 
War. North Korea, South 
Korea, the United States, 
and the Republic of 
China sign an armistice 
agreement.

Oct. 30, 1953 – The 
Cold War continues 
in earnest when 
President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower 
approves a top 
secret document 
stating that the 
U.S. nuclear arsenal 
must be expanded 
to combat the 
communist threat 
around the world.

May 17, 1954 – Racial 
segregation in public 
schools is declared 
unconstitutional by the 
United States Supreme 
Court in the landmark 
case, Brown vs. Board 
of Education.



1956 1957 1958 1959 1960

Years of Service  11

April 29, 1957 – U.S. Congress 
approves the first civil rights bill since 
reconstruction with additional protection 
of voting rights.

Dec. 6, 1957 – The first attempt by the 
United States to launch a satellite into 
space fails when it explodes on the 
launchpad.

April 9, 1959 – NASA selects the first 
seven military pilots to become the 
Mercury Seven, first astronauts of the 
United States. 

May 1, 1960 – In the Soviet Union, a 
United States U-2 reconnaissance plane 
is shot done by Soviet forces, leading 
to the capture of U.S. pilot Gary Powers 
and the eventual cancellation of the 
Paris summit conference. 1959 – Subsistence School moves to Fort Lee from 

the Chicago Administrative Center.

U.S. History

1956 – Fort Lee’s 
permanent building 
program gains 
construction approval. 
Contracts are awarded 
for new barracks, 
PX and battalion 
headquarters.

1957 – Fort Lee 
personnel from the 
Quartermaster School 
develop a new forklift 
that can operate under 
combat conditions in 
the most-rugged field 
conditions.

1959 – At the height of the Cold War, Fort Lee serves as a location for a component of the 
Washington Air Defense Sector called the Semi-Automatic Ground Environment, or SAGE. SAGE is 
a data-gathering station designed to analyze radar data from a variety of sources and plot a defense. 
The computers are housed in a 4-story building made of 18-inch blast-resistant reinforced concrete 
that contains its own power generators and is designed to withstand direct hits. Today, the building 
is nicknamed the “blockhouse” and is used for administrative offices.



1961 1962 1963 1964 1965
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1961 – The Quartermaster 
School receives a major 
facelift when Mifflin Hall 
is built. Named after 
the first Quartermaster 
General, Thomas Mifflin, 
the building contains 
classrooms, multi-media 
rooms, a library, cafeteria, 
bookstore and the 
administrative offices of 
the school. 

1962 – A building is constructed for  the 
Quartermaster Museum, making it the 
first structure on an Army Post specifically 
built for that purpose. With a collection of 
over 23,000 artifacts and 50,00 archives, 
the Museum continues to support Soldier 
training at Fort Lee.

1962 – Army Surgeon General Lt. Gen. Leonard D. 
Heaton dedicates the Fort Lee hospital as Kenner 
Army Hospital. The new Kenner Army Hospital 
replaces the previous facility that had been in 
operation since 1941.

1963 – The Civil Rights march 
on Washington, D.C. for Jobs 
and Freedom culminates 
with Dr. Martin Luther King’s 
famous “I Have a Dream” 
speech from the steps of the 
Lincoln Memorial. 

1963 – In Dallas, Texas, as his motorcade makes its way through 
downtown, President John F. Kennedy is mortally wounded by assas-
sin Lee Harvey Oswald. 

1965 – The Voting 
Rights Act of 1965 is 
signed into law.

1965 – President Lyndon B. Johnson orders 
the continuous bombing of North Vietnam 
below the 20th parallel.



1966 1967 1968 1969 1970

Years of Service  13

June 29, 1966 – U.S. warplanes begin their bomb-
ing raids of Hanoi and Haiphong, North Vietnam. 

1970 – Maj. Gen. John D. McLaughlin, commanding 
general of the Quartermaster Center and Fort Lee, 
and his staff move into Mifflin Hall to allow better 
guidance of the Quartermaster School.

1969 – Army Logistics 
Management Center begins 
publishing “Army Logistician” 
magazine. The purpose of the 
new magazine is to provide timely 
and authoritative information on 
U.S. Army logistics concepts, 
plans, policies, operations and 
developments to the Active Army, 
Army National Guard and Army 
Reserve. The first issue is the May-
June 1969 edition.

1966 – Officers in the basic supply course train on 
computers in an automated assisted logistics course. By 
the 1960s, inventory control is greatly assisted by the use 
of computers.

1967 – Most of the young officer candidates 
who receives Quartermaster training 
eventually assigned to Vietnam and a large 
part of their training is oriented towards 
that prospect. In this photo, OCS students 
are given instruction on automated supply 
procedures.

Nov. 21, 1969 – 
The Internet, called 
Arpanet during its 
initial development, 
is invented by the 
Advanced Research 
Projects Agency at the 
Department of Defense. 

April 4, 1968 – Civil 
Rights leader Dr. 
Martin Luther King 
Jr. is assassinated 
by James Earl Ray 
in Memphis, Tenn., 
while standing on a 
motel balcony. 

March 31, 1968 – President Johnson announces a 
slowing to the bombing of North Vietnam.



1971 1972 1973 1974 1975
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1974 –  The 1st Logistics Command was activated in 1965 in Saigon 
for the purpose of providing logistical support to the Army in Vietnam.  
Hundreds of logistics soldiers lost their lives during the Vietnam War. 
In 1974, veterans of the command raise the funds to erect a memorial 
for those killed. The memorial is rededicated in 1992 to honor all 
logistics warriors killed in the service of their country during all our 
nation’s wars.

1971 – The parade field in front of Mifflin Hall is named Seay Field in 
honor of Sgt. William W. Seay, a Transportation Corps Soldier killed 
in Vietnam who was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor. 
Seay’s mother, above, accompanied by Maj. Gen. John D. McLaughlin, 
dedicatesthe commemorative marker placed on the field.

U.S. History
Feb. 8, 1971 – A 44-day 
raid into Laos by South 
Vietnamese soldiers is 
begun with the aid of United 
States air support and 
artillery.

March 30, 1972 – The 
largest attacks by North 
Vietnam troops across the 
demilitarized zone in four 
years prompts the U.S. 
to resume bombing raids 
against Hanoi and Haiphong 
on April 15, ending a 4-year 
cessation of those raids.

Jan. 27, 1973 – Four-part 
Vietnam peace pacts, the 
Paris Peace Accords, are 
signed in Paris, France. The 
end of the military draft is 
announced. The last U.S. 
military troops leave the war 
zone on March 29.

Aug. 9, 1974 – President 
Richard M. Nixon resigns 
the office of the presidency, 
avoiding the impeachment 
process and admitting 
his role in the Watergate 
scandal.

April 29-30, 1975 - 
Communist forces 
complete their takeover 
of South Vietnam, forcing 
the evacuation of civilians 
from Saigon and the 
unconditional surrender of 
South Vietnam.
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1976 1977 1978 1979 1980

1980 –  A new Fort Lee Commissary is built, replacing its World War II 
vintage predecessor.

1975 –  Fort Lee’s 
celebration of the 
nation’s and the Army’s 
200th birthday begins 
in front of Mifflin Hall 
on June.  Maj. Gen. 
Dean Van Lydegraph, 
the Quartermaster 
General, host four-day 
event that includes 
proclamations, 
reenactments, balls 
and dedications.

Jan. 21, 1977 – 
The majority of 
Vietnam War draft 
dodgers,10,000 in 
number, are pardoned 
by President Jimmy 
Carter.

March 28, 1979 – 
An accident at the 
Three Mile Island 
nuclear power plant 
in Middletown, Pa., 
occurs when a partial 
core meltdown is 
recorded. 
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1981 1982 1983 1984 1985

1983 – The 6th Annual U.S. Army Culinary 
Competition in March to show off the culinary 
skills of the enlisted force.

1982 – Army introduces the Battle Dress 
Uniform. Over the next few years, a number 
of modifications are made to improve the 
uniform fit. In 1984, the Army announces 
that uniforms should be pressed.

Jan. 20, 1981 – Ronald Reagan is 
inaugurated; followed by the release of the 
52 Americans held hostage in Tehran.

1984 – Quartermaster School introduces 
the first QM warrant officer classes. At the 
time, there are warrant officers in the air-
borne, enlisted supply, logistics career, and 
subsistence and food service departments.

Nov. 13, 1982 – The Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial is dedicated in Washington, 
D.C., holding the names of the more than 
58,000 killed or missing in action during the 
conflict.

March 30, 1981 – President Reagan with-
stands an assassination attempt, shot in 
the chest while walking to his limousine in 
Washington, D.C.

Oct. 23, 1983 – A terrorist truck bomb kills 
241 United States peacekeeping troops at 
Beirut International Airport. A second bomb 
destroys a French barracks two miles away, 
killing 40 there.

Oct. 25, 1983 – The United States invasion 
of Grenada occurs at the request of the 
Organization of Eastern Caribbean States 
to depose the Marxist regime.

U.S. History
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Sept. 18, 1986 – A tentative 
agreement on a world-wide 
ban on medium-range missiles 
is reached between the Soviet 
Union and the United States. 

1986 1987 1988 1989 1990

1990 – Soldiers from Fort Lee deploy to 
Southwest Asia to support operations Desert 
Shield and Desert Storm. Fort Lee also serves 
as an in-processing center for Reserve Units 
deployed to the War and as a site where 
Quartermaster units receive additional training 
prior to departure to the Gulf.

1990 – The Armed Forces commissaries 
consolidate into one organization called the 
Defense Commissary Agency, headquartered 
at Fort Lee. DeCA is charged with managing 
the 280 Armed Forces commissaries 
throughout the world for service members 
and their families, from procuring consumer 
items, to building new commissaries and 
renovating existing ones.

1986 – Quartermaster Regiment established.

November 1989 – The Berlin 
Wall is dismantled.

Aug. 2, 1990 – Iraq invades its 
neighbor, Kuwait, setting into 
motion the beginning of U.S. 
involvement in the Gulf War. 



1991 1992 1993 1994 1995
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1994 – Army prohibits smoking in most Army facilities.

1992 – Severe drawdown impacts hundreds of Fort Lee 
Soldiers and civilians. The drawdown continues for several 
fiscal years.

1991 – The 14th Quartermaster 
Detachment, an Army Reserve 
water purification unit stationed in 
Greensburg, Pa., is mobilized for the 
Gulf War and undergoes training at Fort 
Lee. On Feb. 19, 1991, the unit arrives 
in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia. Six days later, 
an Iraqi SCUD missile hits their barracks, 
killing 29 U.S. Soldiers and wounding 
99 others. The 14th Detachment loses 
19 soldiers and suffers 43 wounded.  
The 14th Detachment endures more 
casualties – 81 percent of its total 
strength – than any other Allied unit 
during Operation Desert Storm.  
Memorials to the 14th Detachment 
are located at the U.S. Army Reserve 
Center. Greensburg, Pa., and at the 
14th Quartermaster Detachment Water 
Training Site on Fort Lee.  In 1993, a 
gymnasium on Fort Lee is memorialized 
as “Clark Fitness Center” in honor of 
Spc. Beverly Sue Clark, a member of the 
14th Quartermaster Detachment killed 
in Dhahran.

1994 – The last 
Quartermaster 
field baking units 
are deactivated, 
thus ending 
a service 
offered since 
the American 
Revolution: fresh 
baked bread for 
Soldiers in the 
field.

Feb. 27, 1991 – 
The Gulf War 
ends in one day.

Feb. 26, 1993 – The World Trade 
Center is bombed by terrorists. 
Six people are killed and over 
1,000 are injured.

Jan. 12, 1991 – U.S. 
Congress passes a resolution 
authorizing the use of force 
to liberate Kuwait. Operation 
Desert Storm begins four 
days later with air strikes 
against Iraq. Iraq responds by 
sending eight SCUD missiles 
into Israel.
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1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

1999 – The Petroleum Training Department 
trains Soldiers to perform petroleum 
operations including transporting, storing, 
and distributing fuel. The school also trains 
petroleum laboratory specialists and 
officers as petroleum management officers.

1999 – Field Services train to repair Soldier’s tents 
and other canvas materials – a skill used in the 
field environment. Sewing is no longer taught 
during 92 Sierra advanced individual training. 

1998 – Trainees assemble a field shower as part of their 
field services training. Since World War I, Quartermasters 
have provided field laundry and bath services for the 
Army, a service that provides both health and morale 
benefits for Soldiers in the field. Today, Soldiers in the 
field are afforded a variety of comforts designed to 
minimize the hardship of field service.

1998 – The procurement, storage and 
issuing of supplies to the Army have 
been Quartermaster missions since 1775.   
Issues involving distribution, inventory 
control, and supply tracking are now made 
easier through automated methods such 
as the bar code scanning system these 
Soldiers are training to use.



2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
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Sept. 11, 2001 – Terrorists hijack four U.S. airliners and crash them into the Pentagon and the World Trade 
Center in New York City. Fort Lee Soldiers prepare to deploy to support military and civilian relief efforts. In 
response to the tragedy, the U.S. military, with help from its ally United Kingdom, launch the first attacks in 
the Global War on Terrorism on the Taliban and Al-Qaeda in Afghanistan. 

March 19, 2003 – The 
War in Iraq begins 
with the bombing of 
Baghdad.

Dec. 13, 2003 – 
Saddam Hussein, 
former leader of Iraq, 
is captured in a small 
bunker in Tikrit by 
the U.S. Army’s 4th 
Infantry Division.

August 29, 2005 
– Hurricane Katrina 
strikes the Gulf Coast.

2005 – In May, the Base Realignment and Closure recommendation 
from the Department of Defense is released and identifies that Fort 
Lee could receive about 7,400 new personnel. The increase would 
come from realignments within the Transportation School and Ordnance 
School. Additionally, Defense Commissary Agency consolidates opera-
tions and Defense Contract Management Agency relocates from Alex-
andria. The Army Logistics Management College is expanded to include 
four schools and becomes the Army Logistics University.
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2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Jan. 10, 2007 – President George 
W. Bush announces troop surge 
of 21,500 to stem the violence 
in Iraq, at the request of defense 
department.

2009 - The Ordnance School opens the Tactical Support 
Equipment Department, a.k.a. Rozier Hall. It is the 
organization’s first training facility to complete its transition 
to Fort Lee under the Base Realignment and Closure Act 
of 2005. The amenities of the $47 million building include 
25 large classrooms, an expandable conference room and 
state-of-the-art audiovisual equipment.

2010 - The Army 
Logistics University 
is dedicated to Gen. 
Brehon B. Somervell 
who commanded the 
Army Service Forces 
in World War II.

2010 - Work crews begin preparations 
for the demolition of old Mifflin Hall, the 
former Combined Arms Support Com-
mand headquarters building. Previous 
employees purchase bricks from the 
beloved building as a keepsake.

2009 - The 71st 
Student Battalion 
(Provisional) is acti-
vated at the Army 
Logistics University 
during an Oct. 1 
ceremony.

2007 - Of all the Fort Lee projects spawned by the 2005 
Base Realignment and Closure Act, construction of the 
Army Ordnance Campus would be the most visible. The an-
nouncement released with this drawing in 2007 described 
the clearing, grubbing and grading project that would carve 
a modern military school complex out of swamp and wood-
land areas at a cost more than 700 million.

2008 - The Sustainment Center of 
Excellence Headquarters building is 
completed in late December 2008 
after 18 months of construction. It is 
finished on time, on budget and is the 
first of more than 30 new structures 
to be built at Fort Lee under the 2005 
BRAC implementation plan. A celebra-
tory ribbon-cutting ceremony is held in 
January 2009 to mark its completion.

2009 – The first wave of Ordnance advanced individual 
training Soldiers arrives Sept. 23 at Fort Lee. More than 
500 Ordnance students get their first look at the state-
of-the-art facilities and are assigned rooms in the new 
barracks, before training begins the following week at the 
school’s campus.



2011 2012 2013
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2012 – The 49th Quartermaster Group, 
once the active Army’s only petroleum 
and water unit, quietly fades into the 
annals of history during an inactivation 
ceremony at Seay Field. Only its two 
mortuary companies remain, which 
now fall under the 11th Transportation 
Battalion, 7th Trans. Brigade, Joint Base 
Langley-Eustis.

2013 - The largest single-building lodging facility in the Army officially 
opens in February. The $120 million building has 1,000 rooms, and is 
operated as a privatized hotel.

2012 - The Ordnance 
School names the 
parade field at the 
center of its Fort Lee 
campus after Medal 
of Honor recipient 
Maj. Hulon B. 
Whittington. 

2012 - As part of its 
200th anniversary cel-
ebration, the Ordnance 
Corps dedicates the 
North Recovery Range 
Training Complex to Lt. 
Col. Harry M. “Bulldog” 
Downer, a World War II 
and Korean War veteran.

2013 - Sequestration budget reductions 
result in an administrative furlough of 
civilian workers while military leaders 
scramble for dollars to pay for training 
and ongoing operations. The furlough 
begins July 7 with most employees 
staying home on Fridays. After six 
weeks, the majority of them returned to 
their original pay schedule.

2013 - Troop Medical and Dental 
Clinic 2 on the Ordnance Campus 
is dedicated to Cpl. William “Billy” 
Mosier, an Army medic who was 
killed in action by enemy sniper 
fire while trying to save a wounded 
comrade in 1951 at Uijongbu, 
South Korea.

2012 - During its 70th anniversary 
celebration, the Army Transpor-
tation Corps dedicates its main 
school building at Fort Lee to Brig. 
Gen. Robert H. Wylie, a “consum-
mate leader and student” who 
spearheaded the creation of the 
Transportation School. 

2011 - The Defense Contract 
Management Agency 
marks the official opening 
and naming of its new 
headquarters building on Fort 
Lee with a ribbon-cutting and 
building dedication ceremony 
on Sept. 15. The building is 
named Herbert Homer Hall 
in honor of DCMA employee 
Herb Homer, who was aboard 
United Airlines Flight 175 on 
Sept. 11, 2001, when it was 
crashed into the World Trade 
Center.
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2014 – Command Sgt. Maj. 
Cynthia Howard becomes 
the first female Regimental 
CSM in CASCOM history, 
assuming the role for the 
Transportation Corps.

2014 - The Quartermaster School’s Petroleum and Water 
Department dedicates its Fire Support Suppression Train-
ing Facility to Spc. Trevor A. Win’E, a supply specialist who 
died serving his country in Afghanistan.

2016 – President Barack Obama travels 
to Fort Lee to thank troops and their 
families serving at the installation 
for their patriotism and sacrifice, and 
to meet with military community 
members, including numerous combat 
veterans, during a CNN-hosted town 
hall. The president’s Fort Lee tour 
continues at a hangar facility on 
post. Addressing an audience of 400 
community members, Obama thanks 
them for their service and says he 
appreciates the community’s hospitality 
during his visit. He also speaks about 
Fort Lee’s significant mission. “At this 
post, you are part a tradition of service 
that stretches back nearly 100 years,” 
he says before wishing the post an 
early happy 100th birthday.

2016 – Post officials 
break ground for the new 
Fort Lee Bowling Center 
during a ceremony on 
the corner of Lee and C 
avenues.

2015 – The installation newspaper 
– the Fort Lee Traveller – celebrates
75 years of service to the installation
and produces a special supplement
highlighting top stories covered in its
tenure and some of the changes the
newspaper went through.



“CASCOM has acquired a replica of 
an 1871 Army Quartermaster Escort 
Wagon for use as the organization’s 
mascot.  As the center of Army 
sustainment training and doctrinal 
development, the Escort Wagon is a 
fitting symbol of Army logistics and 
sustainment. The escort wagon was 
the primary mode of transportation 
for the Army Quartermaster and 
Ordnance operations from the post-
Civil War period through World 
War I. Pulled by teams of mules or 
horses, Escort wagons, in a variety 
of configurations, were used in the 
American West, on the Mexican 
border during the 1916 Punitive 
Expedition and in France in 1917 and 
1918. The motorization of the Army 
after World War I signaled the end of 
animal-drawn wagons. The CASCOM 
mascot is painted in the traditional 
Red-White and Blue pattern that was 
used in the years prior to World War I.”

CASCOM
    mascot
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This photo was the first of many 
cover stories announcing the arrival 
of women Soldiers to the installation.

This cover was a special early 
edition of the Lee Traveller 
and showed the excitement 
after the victory in Europe 
was announced.

The Traveller staff had their first of two scoops in as many weeks 
when a pilot gave his life to save other Soldiers from injury. A 
staff member – covering another assignment – was able to get 
photos of the plane’s final descent.

This cover photo heralded the arrival 
of the Ordnance Corps.

This graphic accompanied the 
welcome message from Maj. Gen. 
James E. Edmonds in the first 
edition of the Traveller on July 2, 
1941. In those days, medical and 
quartermaster training occurred 
at Camp Lee.

In one of the first banner-headline stories in the newspaper, the 
staff covered the announcement of war and included this photo 
of 20,000 Soldiers listening to the president’s declaration.

Traveller entertains for 75 years



“Just think of the history. We 
have been training Quartermaster 
Soldiers for 75 years here at Fort 
Lee and Camp Lee, and they have 
been going out and doing great 
things for our Army. Fort Lee was, 
and still is, the centerpiece for 
(Sustainment) training.”  
Brig. gen. rodney Fogg,
Quartermaster general

(decemBer 2016) 

“Shortly after May 1918, 
France-bound troops from 
Lee used to march through 
Hopewell at night in order 
to avoid the noon-day sun. 
They boarded steamers at 
the docks and all night long, 
Hopewell sleepers could hear 
the beat of iron hoofs and 
marching feet as Soldiers and 
calvary horses stepped upon 
the gangplanks that separat-
ed them from America.”
Fort Lee traveLLer

(march 2015) 

100
“Doughboys marched 
off to World War I from 
this facility. You trained 
our Soldiers for World 
War II, Korea, Vietnam 
and every conflict since. 
So, as you prepare to 
celebrate your centennial 
next year, I’m going to 
go ahead and jump the 
gun and say Fort Lee, 
happy 100th birthday.”
Former President

Barack oBama

(sePtemBer 2016) 

“VOICES
  from the past

“Fort Lee is an integral part of who 
we are as a city. Most of us have 
family members or friends who work 
or have retired there. A lot of our 
stores and restaurants depend on 
the patronage of post workers and 
families. It’s a partnership we have 
long-cherished and will continue 
to nurture in the years ahead.” 
hoPewell city manager

charles dane (may 2016) 

“Three months ago, the site 
on what now stands Camp 
Lee consisted of fields of 
growing crops and acres of 
wooded lands. Much of it was 
ground, which had remained 
unused for years. Today, the 
same fields ... have been 
converted into a city.… Within 
two months after the first blow 
of the ax ... rows of substantial 
buildings had been erected, a 
water system installed, electric 
lights provided for, and a post-
office built.… All on such a 
gigantic scale and so rapidly 
done it appears as though the 
magic of an Aladdin’s lamp had 
been used.”
richmond times-dispatch 
(sePtemBer 1917)

“This installation is part of our his-
tory and this region’s legacy. You 
will not find a better community 
relationship than ours anywhere 
in the Army.”
Virginia sen. rosalyn dance,
16th district (January 2015)

“It was a chilly January night, 1946, 
when my mother, two brothers 
and I arrived at Camp Lee to meet 
my father. I was 10 years old. Our 
quarters, T-1408-C, was a converted 
barracks on 16th Street. Under the 
glare of bare light bulbs, and with 
minimal furnishings, we explored our 
new home. I still remember the tiny 
kitchen, a three-burner stove, crude 
drywall and the crooked support post 
in the middle of our living room.”
retired lt. col. Bill schoonoVer 
(noVemBer 2010) 

“For 100 years, Camp/Fort Lee has provided 
world-class training to the brave men and 
women of the U.S. Armed Forces.” 
maJ. gen. darrell k. williams, commanding general,  
u.s. army cascom and Fort lee


