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Common Core Georgia 
Performance Standards 
(*CCGPS implementation year 1: 2012-2013) 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 3 
ELACC3W3:  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or 
events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event 
sequences  
ELACC3SL4:  Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an  
experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details,  
speaking clearly at an understandable pace.  
GRADE 4 
ELACC4W3:  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or 
events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event 
sequences  
ELACC4SL4:  Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an  
experience in an organized manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, 
descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an 
understandable pace.  
GRADE 5 
ELACC5W3:  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or 
events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event 
sequences  
ELACC5SL4:  Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing 
ideas logically and using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details 
to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 
 

WIDA English Language 
Proficiency Standards 
Standard 1: English language learners communicate for social and  
instructional purposes within the school setting. 
Standard 2: English language learners communicate information, ideas, 
and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of  
Language Arts. 
Standard 5: English language learners communicate information, ideas, 
and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of  
Social Studies. 
 

Georgia Performance Standards 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 3 
ELA3W1: The student demonstrates competency in the writing process.  
ELA3W2: The student writes in a variety of genres, including narrative, 
informational, persuasive, and response to literature.  
ELA3LSV1: The student uses oral and visual strategies to communicate.  
GRADE 4 
ELA4W1: The student produces writing that establishes an appropriate 
organizational structure, sets a context and engages the reader, maintains 
a coherent focus throughout, and signals a satisfying closure.  
ELA4W2: The student demonstrates competence in a variety of genres.  
ELA4LSV1: The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-
student, and group verbal interactions.  
 

GRADE 5 
ELA5W1: The student produces writing that establishes an appropriate 
organizational structure, sets a context and engages the reader, maintains 
a coherent focus throughout, and signals a satisfying closure.  
ELA5W2: The student demonstrates competence in a variety of genres.  
ELA5LSV1: The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-
student, and group verbal interactions.  
SOCIAL STUDIES 
GRADE 3 
SS3H2: The student will discuss the lives of Americans who expanded 
people’s rights and freedoms in a democracy.  
GRADE 4 
SS4H7: The student will examine the main ideas of the abolitionist and 
suffrage movements.  
GRADE 5 
SS5H1: The student will explain the causes, major events, and  
consequences of the Civil War.  
THEATER ARTS 
GRADE 3 
TAES3.1: Analyzing and constructing meaning from theatrical  
experiences, dramatic literature, and electronic media  
TAES3.2: Developing scripts through improvisation and other theatrical 
methods  
TAES3.3: Acting by developing, communicating, and sustaining roles 
within a variety of situations and environments  
GRADE 4 
TAES4.1: Analyzing and constructing meaning from theatrical  
experiences, dramatic literature, and electronic media  
TAES4.2: Developing scripts through improvisation and other theatrical 
methods  
TAES4.3: Acting by developing, communicating, and sustaining roles 
within a variety of situations and environments  
GRADE 5 
TAES5.1: Analyzing and constructing meaning from theatrical  
experiences, dramatic literature, and electronic media  
TAES5.2: Developing scripts through improvisation and other theatrical 
methods  
TAES5.3: Acting by developing, communicating, and sustaining roles 
within a variety of situations and environments  
 

National Standards 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
NL-ENG.K-12.4: Students adjust their use of spoke, written, and visual 
language (e.g., convention, style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively 
with a variety of audiences for a variety of purposes. 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
NSS-USH.K-4.2: Understands the people, events, problems, and ideas 
that were significant in creating the history of their state 
THEATER ARTS                                                                                                
Standard 2: Acting by assuming roles and interacting in improvisations                                                                       
Standard 5: Researching by finding information to support classroom 
dramatizations 

 
 
 

Curriculum guides provide differentiated ideas and activities 
aligned to a sampling of standards. The guides do not        
necessarily imply mastery of standards, but are intended to 
inspire and equip educators. 
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This lesson invites students to derive inspiration from photographs (portraits and people) dur-
ing the Civil War era. These images serve as impetus to write monologues and create improvi-
sational skits engaging students in a brand new way! 
 
Essential Question 
What impact does a photograph have on our perception of a historical event? 
 
Process 
PART I 
• Play Civil War music at a low volume as you present the picture pages and take the   

students through the writing process.  
• Pass out one picture page, pencil and index card per student.  
• Have students write their names in the top right hand corner of the index card.  
• Ask the students to focus on one person in the photo. Encourage them to pick the      

character of their same gender.  
• Ask questions for them to more deeply embody their character. 
 - What sounds do you think you would be hearing if you were sitting in that photo? 
 - What is going on around you while the picture is being taken? 
 - What smells do you smell? 
• They should list the following on the left hand side of the card: 
                - Character’s name  

- Character’s age  
- Where are they? (name a specific location) 
- What is their occupation? 
- How does the character feel about the war and their part in it? 
- What is the character’s greatest fear? 
- What is the character’s greatest dream? 

• Now say, “Turn the card over and write a monologue in first person introducing yourself 
and including all of the elements on the front side of the card. Try to include two facts 
about the war in your speech/monologue. Make sure to summarize the paragraph with 
your greatest dream for you and your country.” 

• Turn up the volume of the music while students are writing. Give them time to finish, 
about 5-10 minutes. Note: This could also be a longer exercise or assignment that they 
bring in the following class period.  

• When everyone is finished writing, introduce the next section. “Today we are going to 
learn about the Civil War through the eyes of its people. Each of you has been brought 
here to help us explore this war and all that comes with it. Welcome!”  

• “Using a voice different than your own, the voice of the character in the picture, on a 
count of three, softly tell me what you had for breakfast this morning. Now sit like your 
character sits, different than yourself. Imagine your character is wearing an article of 
clothing that you don’t have on. On a count of three adjust that article of  
clothing.” 

• Now take a student’s card and ask them to walk to the front of the class as that character 
would walk and sit in the chair positioned front and center.  

• Once the student sits in the chair ask them to pick one person (another student) to tell 
their story to. Ask the student to look at this person as they are telling their story.  

• Have them read their character’s monologue aloud in first person.  
• Clap when they are finished and give them one specific piece of positive feedback.  
• If you desire and time permits, you can open the floor up for questions so other students 

can interview the character. Let the class know that they can openly discuss the issues at 
hand and help the character answer questions that they might have the answers to.  

 
PART II 
• Pass out the picture pages and corresponding character monologue index cards to the 

students.  
• Pair the students up to fit the characters depicted in the scenes in the photographs. Pass 

out one blank index card per group.  
 

Materials 
- blank index cards 
- clipboards and pencils 
- photos and images of the Civil War 
- sound source (e.g., CD player) 
- audio recordings 
 
Vocabulary 
Theater 
Dramatic literature or its performance; 
drama 
 
Expository Writing 
Serving to set forth, demonstrate, or explain 
 
Ensemble 
All the parts of a thing taken together, so 
that each part is considered only in relation 
to the whole 
 
Improvisation 
A creation that is spoken or written without 
prior preparation 
 
Classroom Tips 
This activity works best in an open space 
with room for students to move. 
 
Resources 
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/
classroommaterials/connections/civil-war-
photographs/ 
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• Have the partners sit together to discuss and list the following on the blank index card: 
             - Who – who are you and what is your relationship to one another? 
             - What – what are you doing? (action)  
             - Where – where are you? (setting) 
             - When – what year, month, time of day is it? 
             - Why – why are you there? 
             - Want – what do you want from the other person? 
             - Conflict – one person wants one thing and the other person wants something else 
             - Discuss your individual dreams and fears 
             - First line that is said when the photo comes to life 
• Ask each group to walk up to the front of the room, in character, and assume the positions they have in the photo.  
• When you call “action” they need to bring the photo to life.  
• They should say the first line that they decided on and give an idea of who they are what the conflict is.  
• Once the conflict is evident, you need to call “freeze”. 
• Ask the partners how they could resolve this conflict. Once they come up with something tell them that you will call “action” again and they can 

resolve the conflict.  
• You can also survey the other students in the classroom to help come up with a resolution to the conflict and then ask the partners to embody that 

resolution. 
• NOTE: You could also have the groups script a scene and present it versus improvising it.  
• Clap when they are finished and give them one specific piece of positive feedback 
 
Assessment 
• Students use descriptive language in the generated monologues and expository essays. 
• Monologues and expository essays are free of grammatical errors, contain thoughtful insights, and express feelings/emotions while 

relating to focus images. 
• Improvisational skits accurately portray rational scenes from focus images. 
• Articulated resolutions to conflicts are practical solutions for proposed conflicts. 
 
ESOL Modifications and Adaptations 
Introduce vocabulary: theater, expository writing, ensemble, improvisation. Before having the students participate in Part I and Part II, teacher needs to 
have students participate in a Wax Museum (characters from the Civil War) so that students feel more confident in their ability. After students have 
participated in Wax Museum they will be able to participate in Part I. For Part II, students will only need to be partner with a non-ESOL student to be 
successful.    
 
ESOL Assessments 
Student’s use of descriptive language in the generated monologues and expository essays will depend on student’s language level. Student’s ability to 
incorporate thoughtful insights and express feelings/emotions while relating to focus images will depend of language level. Monologues and expository 
paragraph (s) may have some grammatical errors. Improvisational skits should accurately portray rational scenes from focus images. Students will 
make suggestions of how the conflicts could have been avoided or resolved.  
 
Gifted Modifications and Extensions 
Students work in pairs to create a dialogue rather than monologue.  
Students create monologues as a famous person from that period. Monologue will include clues about the person’s identity without directly giving them 
the name. Classmates then try to guess whom the person is portraying. 
 
Gifted Assessments 
Dialogue must fulfill all requirements set forth for the monologue, and both persons must have equal speaking time. When portraying a famous person, 
monologues must include pertinent and accurate historical facts that relate to the character. 
 
Special Education Modifications and Adaptations 
When writing the questions about the pictures, provide the students with a graphic organizer on which to write answers and to assist with organization 
of thoughts and ideas. Have students choose 4 items from the list about the character in the picture. If possible, when pairing students, pair the student 
with needs with a general education peer, especially for acting out the pictures. 
 
Special Education Assessments 
Students will use descriptive language in their monologues. 
Monologues are free from grammatical errors and contain insightful thoughts with feelings and emotions. 
Skits accurately portray rational scenes from focus images. 


