
National Standards 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
NL-ENG.K-12.4: Students adjust their use of spoken, written, 
and visual (e.g., conventions, style, vocabulary) to  
communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and for 
different purposes. 
NL-ENG.K-12.5: Students employ a wide range of strategies 
as they write and use different writing process elements  
appropriately to communicate with different audiences for a 
variety of purposes. 
NL-ENG.K-12.6: Students apply knowledge of language  
structure, language conventions (e.g., spelling and  
punctuation), media techniques, figurative language, and 
genre to create, critique, and discuss print and nonprint texts. 
NL-ENG.K-12.11: Students participate as knowledgeable, 
reflective, creative, and critical members of a variety of literacy 
communities. 
NL-ENG.K-12: Students use spoken, written, and visual  
language to accomplish their own purposes (e.g., for learning, 
enjoyment, persuasion, and the exchange of information). 
THEATRE ARTS 
NA-T.K-4.1: Script writing by planning and recording  
improvisations based on personal experience and heritage, 
imagination, literature, and history 
NA-T.K-4.2: Acting by assuming roles and interacting in  
improvisation 
 

 

Build your students’ self-confidence  
using theater skills!  
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Encourage your students to exercise their imaginations and write with  
courage and conviction. Using music from a wide variety of cultures,  
students will develop good listening skills and write from the heart using 
their own voices. This aural exercise will help students begin to think 
creatively. 
 
Essential Question: How can music be used to inspire narrative  
writing? 
 
Process 
• Post and review with the students the following questions: 
 - What is the title of my story? 
 - Where does my story take place? 
 - When does my story take place? 
 - What is the name of the main character? 
• Ask the students to listen carefully to the music selections and answer 
the above questions for each piece of music. 
• Have each student choose his/her favorite piece of music and write a 
story that includes the title, time, location and main character inspired by 
the music. 
• Invite each student to present his/her story to the class. 
• Alternate Activity:  The same format above can apply to a visual       
exercise. Display several copies of photographs and prints. Ask students to 
create a story about a person or persons in the photo or print. 
 
Assessment 
• Students answered all four questions in writing. 
• Students used grade appropriate conventions in writing. 
• Students effectively communicated ideas. 
 
ESOL Modifications and Adaptations 
Introduce vocabulary: what and where. Teacher will play two different types 
of music (e.g., lullaby and one with a fast moving beat). After listening to the 
lullaby, the teacher will demonstrate to students what action the music 
makes them think about (e.g. sleeping) and answer the question “Where 
can you do the action you are thinking about?” Draw the students’  
response. The teacher will play the faster beat music and ask the students 
what they are doing or can be doing when they hear the music (running, 
dancing, jumping, etc.), and draw the picture for that piece of music.  
 
ESOL Assessments 
Student will dictate a sentence or write a sentence using inventive spelling 
and draw a picture to go with their sentence. Students will need to  
incorporate in the drawing what is happening and where it is happening 
(ex.: I am sleeping at my house. Drawing should include the student  
sleeping at home somewhere.) 
 
Gifted Modifications and Extensions 
Teacher will provide multiple pieces of writing and multiple styles of music. 
In pairs or individually, students will rotate through reading the texts and 
listening to the music. The student will match each text to a selection of  
music and defend their choices using the “w” questions.  
 
Gifted Assessments 
The student will be able to justify their text to music matches using  
appropriate language to discuss both the text and music.   
 

Materials 
- pencils  
- crayons 
- paper 
- audio recordings 
- sound source (CD Player, iPod, etc.) 
- 3-5 selections of instrumental music 
- photographs and prints (optional) 
 
Vocabulary 
Aural 
Relating to the ear or sense of 
hearing 
 
Classroom Tips 
- a wide range of music is best  
(e.g. Native American, Scandinavian,  
Africa, flute, international jazz, violin,  
saxophone, harp) 
- avoid using music easily identified by 
students 
 
Resources 
http://library.music.indiana.edu/
music_resources/ethnic.html 
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Common Core Georgia 
Performance Standards 
(*CCGPS implementation year 1: 2012-2013) 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE K 
ELACCKRI4:  With prompting and support, ask and answer  
questions about unknown words in a text. 
ELACCKRF4:  Read emergent-reader texts with purpose and  
understanding.  
ELACCKW3: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and  
writing to narrate a single event or several loosely linked events, 
tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and 
provide a reaction to what happened.  
ELACCKSL1:  Participate in collaborative conversations with  
diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers 
and adults in small and larger groups.  
GRADE 1 
ELACC1RI1:  Ask and answer questions about key details in a 
text. 
ELACC1RI4:  Ask and answer questions to help determine or 
clarify the meaning of words and phrases in a text. 
ELACC1RF4: Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to  
support comprehension.  
ELACC1W3: Write narratives in which they recount two or more  
appropriately sequenced events, include some details  
regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event 
order, and provide some sense of closure. 
ELACC1SL1:  Participate in collaborative conversations with  
diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and 
adults in small and larger groups.  
GRADE 2 
ELACC2RI1: Ask and answer such questions as who, what, 
where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key 
details in a text.  
ELACC2RF4: Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to  
support comprehension.  
ELACC2W3: Write narratives in which they recount a  
well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, include details 
to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to 
signal event order, and provide a sense of closure.  
ELACC2SL1:  Participate in collaborative conversations with  
diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and 
adults in small and larger groups.  

WIDA English Language  
Proficiency Standards 
Standard 1: English language learners communicate for Social 
and Instructional purposes within the school setting. 
 

Georgia Performance Standards 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE K 
ELAKW1: The student begins to understand the principles of 
writing. 
ELAKLSV1: The student uses oral and visual skills to  
communicate. 
GRADE 1 
ELA1R4: The student demonstrates the ability to read orally with 
speed, accuracy, and expression.  
ELA1W1: The student begins to demonstrate competency in the 
writing process. 
ELA1LSV1: The student uses oral and visual strategies to  
communicate. 
GRADE 2 
ELA2R2: The student demonstrates the ability to read orally with 
speed, accuracy, and expression.  
ELA2R4: The student uses a variety of strategies to gain  
meaning from grade-level text.  
c. Generates questions before, during, and after reading.  
ELA2W1: The student demonstrates competency in the writing 
process. 
ELA2LSV1: The student uses oral and visual strategies to  
communicate. 
THEATRE ARTS 
GRADE K 
TAESK.2: Developing scripts through improvisation and other 
theatrical methods  
TAESK.11: Engaging actively and appropriately as an audience 
member in theatre or other media experiences  
GRADE 1 
TAES1.2: Developing scripts through improvisation and other 
theatrical methods  
TAES1.7: Integrating various art forms, other content areas, and 
life experiences to create theatre  
GRADE 2 
TAES2.1: Analyzing and constructing meaning from theatrical  
experiences, dramatic literature, and electronic media  
TAES2.2: Developing scripts through improvisation and other 
theatrical methods  

Special Education Modifications and Adaptations 
Begin with one musical selection. Invite students to listen to the selection. Replay the music and encourage students to 
relate it to a story by asking: 
• Who is the music about?  (character) 
• Where is the music playing?  (setting) 
• What is taking place in the music?  (setting) 
Answer the “W” questions as a small group or class. Work as a small group or class to write a story together. 
After reading the story, give it a title. 
 
Special Education Assessments 
Students used the questions to write a story. 


