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Curriculum guides provide differentiated ideas and activities 
for educators that are aligned to a sampling of standards.   
The guides do not necessarily imply mastery of standards, but 
are intended to inspire and equip educators. 



This activity will allow students to explore comparing and contrasting 

through movement and choreographic sequences. Discover how to 

integrate dance into your language arts curriculum and engage your 

students in a brand new way! 

 

Essential Question: 

How can movement and dance help your students compare and 

contrast literature? 

 

Process  

Teach students several dance movements. 
Have students discuss similarities and/or differences in the 
learned movements. 
Divide the class into groups. Have students create a short    
movement phrase using 4 of the learned movements.   
Without other groups knowing, assign how the groups must    
perform their dance (i.e., fast, slow, etc). 
Have groups perform dances for their peers. 
As the groups perform, ask audience members to identify the 
similarities and differences between groups’ dances using a 
Venn diagram. 
Follow this with a discussion and/or writing assignment—ask   
students to select 2 dances to compare and contrast.  
Transfer this process to language arts by reading two different 
versions of the same story and using a Venn diagram to compare 
and contrast the versions.  

 

Assessment 
Did students create dance sequences according to the        
aforementioned criteria? 
Did students identify similarities and differences in the performed 
choreographic sequences? 
Were the students able to compare and contrast the literary    
excerpts? 
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Common Core Georgia 
Performance Standards 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE K 
ELACCKRL1:  With prompting and support, ask and answer ques-
tions about key details in a text. 
ELACCKSL1:  Participate in collaborative conversations with di-
verse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and 
adults in small and larger groups.  
GRADE 1 
ELACC1RL1:  Ask and answer questions about key details in a 
text. 
ELACC1RL9:   Compare and contrast the adventures and experi-
ences of characters in stories. 
ELACC1SL1:  Participate in collaborative conversations with di-
verse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults 
in small and larger groups.  
ELACC1SL2:  Ask and answer questions about key details in a text 
read aloud or information presented orally or through other media. 
ELACC1SL4:  Describe people, places, things, and events with 
relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings clearly.  
GRADE 2 
ELACC2RL6:  Acknowledge differences in the points of view of 
characters, including by speaking in a different voice for each char-
acter when reading dialogue aloud. 
ELACC2RL9:  Compare and contrast two or more versions of the 
same story (e.g., Cinderella stories) by different authors or from 
different cultures. 
ELACC2SL1:  Participate in collaborative conversations with di-
verse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults 
in small and larger groups.  
ELACC2SL2:  Recount or describe key ideas or details from writ-
ten texts read aloud or information presented orally or through other 
media.  
 

Georgia Performance Standards 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE K 
ELAKLSV1: The student uses oral and visual skills to  communi-
cate. 
ELAKR5: The student acquires and uses grade-level words to 
communicate effectively. 
ELAKW1: The student begins to understand the   principles of writ-
ing.  
GRADE 1 
ELA1LSV1: The student uses oral and visual strategies to commu-
nicate. 
ELA1R5: The student acquires and uses grade-level words to com-
municate effectively. 
GRADE 2 
ELA2R3: The student acquires and uses grade-level words to com-
municate effectively. 
ELA2LSV1: The student uses oral and visual strategies to commu-
nicate effectively.  
 

DANCE 
GRADE K 
DKFD.1: Identifies and demonstrates movement elements, skills, 
and terminology in dance  
DKFD.2: Understands and models dance etiquette as a class-
room participant, performer, and observer  
DKCR.1: Demonstrates an understanding of creative and choreo-
graphic principles, processes, and structures  
DKCO.4: Demonstrates and understands dance as it relates to 
other areas of knowledge  
GRADE 1 
D1F.1: Identifies and demonstrates movement elements, skills, 
and terminology in dance  
D1F.2: Understands and models dance etiquette as a classroom 
participant, performer, and observer.  
D1CR.1: Demonstrates an understanding of creative and choreo-
graphic principles, processes, and structures  
D1CO.4: Demonstrates an understanding of dance as it relates to 
other areas of knowledge  
GRADE 2 
D2FD.1: Identifies and demonstrates movement elements, skills, 
and terminology in dance  
D2FD.2: Understands and models dance etiquette as a classroom 
participant, performer, and observer  
D2CR.1: Demonstrates an understanding of creative and choreo-
graphic principles, processes, and structures  
D2CO.4: Demonstrates an understanding of dance as it relates to 
other areas of knowledge  
 

National Standards 
DANCE 
Standard 1: Identifying and demonstrating movement elements 
and skills in performing dance 
Standard 7: Making connections between dance and other disci-
plines 

 
 
 
 

Materials 
- sound source (CD player, iPod)  
- audio recording 
- stories or literary excerpts 

 

Vocabulary 
Choreography 
The art of composing dances and 
planning and arranging the     
movements, steps, and patterns of 
dancers 
 
Choreographer 
A person who creates dances 

Tempo 
The speed of the movement or  
music 
 
Classroom Tips 
Clear desks to have an open space 
and be tolerant of noise and        
excitement, but set limits. 

Review rules for appropriate       
audience behavior.   

 
 
 
 


